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ing the meeting to highlight Sprint’s
coverage in the area, testified that
the proposed height of the antennas
was necessary in order to close the
existing gap.

He said locating them below
Nextel’s antennas, which are situ-
ated 138 feet up on the tower, would
diminish service and require Sprint
to acquire two additional transmis-
sion sites in order to provide reliable
coverage.

Mr. Ip said that, if the company’s
application was approved by the Plan-
ning Board, Sprint would not need to
install any additional antennas in
Fanwood.

The lattice tower stands 146 feet
high and is located in a light industrial
zone. Mr. Perez confirmed that Sprint
has already negotiated a lease agree-
ment with PSE&G to install the an-
tennas on the utility’s property.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden asked whether the Sprint
antennas would interfere with
Nextel’s devices. Mr. Ip said they
would not, explaining that Sprint
operates on its own licensed fre-
quency bandwidth and that the an-
tennas will emit a narrow beam which
is primarily directed outward from
the tower.

He added that the distance be-
tween the two companies’ antennas
on the tower should also prevent any
interference.

In addition, the antennas are not
expected to interfere with the opera-
tion of radios, televisions or other
appliances in residential or commer-
cial buildings, the Sprint engineer
said.

Additional testimony about the
project was presented by Anthony
Suppa, a licensed professional engi-
neer with Goodkind & O’Dea, Inc.,
a Parsippany firm which offers the
services of consulting engineers and
planners. He heads a telecommuni-
cations group at the company which
deals with clients such as Sprint and
Nextel.

Board members raised concerns
about the planned equipment cabi-
nets and the surrounding chainlink
fence earmarked for the site. Plans
initially called for the fence to be
seven feet high, with an additional
foot of barbed wire on top, which
some felt would have a negative aes-
thetic impact.

Various concerns were also voiced
by Harry McNally, a resident of Sec-
ond Street, regarding possible inter-
ference from antenna transmissions,
the enclosure for the cabinets and the
type of landscaping to be provided.

Instead of the cabinets surrounded
by a fence, Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked if Sprint could in-
stead use a ground shelter like the
one which houses Nextel’s equip-
ment.

Mr. Perez replied that Sprint’s cabi-
nets would be smaller than the 10-
foot by 20-foot shelter used by Nextel
and that they could be screened with
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Planning Board Okays
Nine Sprint Antennas

landscaping.
Jim Dowling, a professional plan-

ner and Director of Planning with
Edwards and Kelcey in Morristown,
said Sprint’s antennas “would pro-
duce no dust, noise (or) vibrations
and do not pose health hazards.”

Echoing testimony given during
Nextel’s application hearing several
months ago, Mr. Dowling noted that
Sprint’s radio frequency emissions
are far below the safety threshold set
by the Federal Communications
Commission and the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.

The applicant agreed to scrap plans
for a gravel access driveway leading
from South Avenue onto the prop-
erty, which already has a driveway,
after concurring with board mem-
bers that it was not needed for
monthly maintenance visits to the
site by Sprint personnel.

In response to board members’
concerns, the applicant also agreed
to define the existing driveway with
granite blocks and to shield the equip-
ment cabinets with a raised berm
enhanced by evergreen trees.

Sprint also agreed to switch the
original fence design to a six-foot,
black vinyl variety that will blend
with the scenery, and minus the
barbed wire. The company also
agreed to direct lighting downward
toward the equipment area.

bid of $33,742. It was actually the
third lowest of seven bids received
for the work, but was accepted after
Borough Attorney Wilfred P.
Coronato found the two lowest bid-
ders had not fulfilled all legal re-
quirements under the state Public
Contracts Law.

The parcel of land being devel-
oped as a Pocket Park is located
opposite the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center. Targeted for
completion next spring, it will serve
as a passive park for leisure activi-
ties and as a companion site to the
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Fanwood Awards Bids
For Streetscape, Pavers

Kuran Center for cultural arts pro-
grams.

During a special meeting preced-
ing the council’s Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6 agenda session, elected of-
ficials are expected to vote on a
resolution to formally enter into an
agreement to lease the Victorian
streetlamps from Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas.

Members of the governing body
hope to have some of the lamps
installed in time for the borough’s
Fanny Wood Day celebration on Sun-
day, September 24.

Fanwood Republicans Set
Date for Candidates’ Night

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Re-
publican Club will hold a Candi-
dates’ Night at the Community House
at the Fanwood train station on Mon-
day, September 11, at 7:30 p.m. All
are invited to attend and refresh-
ments will be served.

Individuals who have been invited
to appear and speak at the forum
include: Presidential candidate, Gov-
ernor George W. Bush; United States

Senate candidate, Congressman Bob
Franks; Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict candidate Mike Ferguson; Union
County Clerk candidate Eric Urbano;
Union County Freeholder candidates
Al Dill, Wally Shackell and Esther
Guzman-Malcolm, and Fanwood
Borough Council President Joel
Whitaker and Carol Wood, both of
whom are running for municipal
seats.

OFFICERS ANNOUNCED…The Westfield Service League recently installed
new officers for the 1999-2000 year. Continuing their positions for the current
year are: President Mary Beth deBrueys, second from left; First Vice President
Mary Levine, far left, and Recording Secretary Gail Kender, far right. They are
joined by incoming Treasurer Bettylou Yevich, center, and incoming Second
Vice President Faye Brown, second from right. Missing from the photograph is
incoming Corresponding Secretary Mary Kay Danskin.

Willow Grove Announces
Post-Labor Day Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
has announced its itinerary of activi-
ties that will start up after Labor Day,
Monday, September 4.

Many church members will be
heavily involved that week in pro-
viding on-site shelter, food and en-
couragement to homeless guests
through the church’s affiliation with
the Interfaith Council for the Home-
less of Union County.

On Sunday, September 10, at 9
a.m., the Christian Education pro-
gram will begin with Rally Day fes-
tivities featuring food, fellowship and
activities. Classes for all ages will
meet, and the Children’s Ark Nurs-
ery will be open for youngsters aged
2 and under.

Nancy Wetlesen, Sunday School
Superintendent, said this year’s
theme, “The Year of the Child,” will
be depicted in a variety of ways
during the coming months.

A church-wide picnic will also be
held on September 10 at 1 p.m. at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood. Activi-
ties will include barbecued foods,
salads, desserts, softball, games and
surprise visitors. All are invited to

attend. Interested individuals may call
the church office at (908) 232-5678.

Each Sunday at 10 a.m., all are
invited to the church’s Ryno Hall for
refreshments.

Regular Sunday morning worship
services in the Sanctuary will be
conducted by the Reverend Kenneth
Hetzel at 10:30 a.m. and the Chancel
Choir will provide special music.

On September 10, the Sacrament
of Communion will be observed and
Mr. Hetzel will preach on the “Bring-
ers of Good News.”

The following Sunday, September
17, he will discuss the priority of
worship in people’s lives. Reverend
Hetzel’s sermon topic for Sunday,
September 24, will be “The Heart of
the Gospel.”

The Mid-Week Bible studies will
resume on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. and
Thursdays at 10 a.m., beginning Sep-
tember 6 and 7. Mr. Hetzel will lead
the study on the life and struggles of
King David, as recounted in the Book
of Psalms. Classes feature discus-
sions followed by shared prayers.

All are welcome to attend church
activities. For more information
about Willow Grove, please call (908)
232-5678.


