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Letters to the Editor

Exactly How Hot Was It This Summer?
Not Very! We Think That’s Most Unusual

Summer is usually described in terms of how hot
and humid it is, how many days the heat waves drag
on, how sick everyone is of the air conditioning (and
the electricity bills), how brown our lawns are from
the lack of rain, and how it’s just too darned hot
outside to get up the energy to do anything.

The summer of 2000 certainly didn’t fit into any of
those categories. And perhaps after last summer’s
seemingly endless succession of 90-degree days and
high humidity levels and drought warnings and
admonitions about the air quality, this summer will
eventually be seen as a welcome relief.

How many times did you need to crank up the air
conditioning? How many weekday mornings did
you walk to the train station and find yourself drenched
in perspiration? How many evenings were you able
to go outside and not choke on the thick summer air?
Did you have any problems this summer keeping
your lawns and gardens well-fed and healthy? Was
anyone issued a summons for illegally using a garden

hose to wash a car or hook up the sprinkler for the kids
to play under?

Not this year.
Since the start of May, we can recall just a couple of

weekend days when it was almost too hot and muggy
to be outdoors-the first weekend in May. The weather
in June was beautiful, with sunny and warm weekends.
This trend lasted into July, one of the coolest on record.
True, we had to go through weeks of what seemed like
constant rain, but weather conditions in these last few
weeks have rebounded nicely.

Except for the rain forest conditions we had to
endure in late July and early August, it’s been a pretty
pleasant summer around here. We’ll always be able to
talk about that strange last summer of the old century.
The one with no real heat waves and little in the way
of burned out lawns or withered, water-starved gar-
dens. The one that will likely have us looking back
with longing when we’re cold and shivering come
January.

Better Lighting Could Improve Safety
For Pedestrians on East Broad Street

Reader Rich Elbert wrote to The Westfield Leader,
suggesting that we look into the pedestrian cross-
ing on East Broad Street at the St. Paul Street
corner. In his letter, Mr. Elbert said he has been
complaining to the town about the hazards of this
intersection for six and a half years, through, as he
wrote “two mayors, two mayoral candidates, sev-
eral councilmen, and the head of the town public
works department.”

Mr. Elbert’s complaints carry some significant
weight. Two pedestrians have been killed in recent
years while crossing East Broad. Just two weeks ago,
a man was struck by a car near an East Broad Street
crossing.

We spoke recently with Captain Clifford D. Auchter,
head of the Westfield Police Department’s traffic
division. Based on the conversation, we suggest that
the town consider an entire stretch of East Broad
Street, rather than a single intersection, for some
kind of improved safety.

Several factors make improving safety difficult.
Mountain Avenue runs downhill to East Broad Street,
as does a portion of westbound East Broad.

Drivers tend to speed up when going downhill. The
law already requires cars to stop for pedestrians in
marked crosswalks; as Captain Auchter noted, some
pedestrians “start feeling invincible” in crosswalks.
Sadly, that invincibility is an illusion.

Captain Auchter also pointed out that the speed
limit on East Broad Street was recently reduced from

35 to 25. Without overbearing enforcement, that
speed limit often gets exceeded.

Finally, the stretch of East Broad Street from the
Rialto Theatre to Temple Emanu-El has, in essence,
become part of downtown. Most of the larger houses
along this stretch have been taken over by doctors
and lawyers, and remodeled as professional build-
ings. The town’s library, which gets heavy use,
steers its patrons out of its parking lot via Stanley
Avenue; Stanley and East Broad is an uncontrolled
intersection.

Unfortunately, simply sticking up more traffic lights
would create more problems than it would solve. Too
many traffic signals placed too frequently creates
gridlock and impatient drivers - that’s a pedestrian
hazard, too.

We are forced to make two relatively modest sug-
gestions: First, place an automatic radar readout
device on East Broad on the westbound side to
remind drivers of the legal limit and to slow traffic.
Second, brighten up the street lighting to commercial
levels at least as far as Stanley Avenue. (It would
actually make sense to improve lighting all the way
out to Temple Emanu-El.)

Such bright lighting will probably rub some residents
the wrong way - and yes, despite the commercial
development, people still do live on this part of East
Broad. But, as Captain Auchter remarked, most pedes-
trian accidents happen at night. And pedestrian acci-
dents seem to be the predominant danger on East Broad.

Mayor Jardim: Enough Talking,
The Time to Build a Deck is Now

For roughly 40 years, the parking saga
in Westfield had become something like
the weather: Everybody always talked
about it, but nobody ever did anything
about it. That’s why I was so pleased
when, in the spring of 1999, the Town
Council joined me in agreeing to hire a
nationally-renowned parking expert to
help us solve our problem once and for
all.

This unanimous decision by the coun-
cil would not produce “just another park-
ing study,” as then-Town Administrator
Ed Gottko said in these pages at the
time, but a proposal for a parking “sys-
tem” that would include, at its heart, a
parking deck facility.

One year and roughly 35,000 of your
tax dollars later (and still counting), the
expert we hired came back with exactly
what the Town Council asked for: a pro-
posal for a parking system with a parking
deck facility at its heart. Which means by
now, we should be putting that plan into
action, right? Well, not exactly.

You see, after the report was received
from the parking expert, some on the
council began a fast retreat from their
previous support for the most necessary
part of the plan: increasing parking ca-
pacity by building a deck. Some said we
needed yet more study; that the location
was all wrong; that we had not exhausted
every other possible option first before
building a facility. Well, now you tell us!

So where does that leave us today?
With mushy pronouncements about “try-
ing every  alternative strategy” prior to
building a deck; questionable schemes
like shipping commuters off to Rahway
or paving over our kids’ soccer and
softball fields; and painful efforts by
some to balance squarely on an election-
year fence as commuters, shoppers and
downtown employees grapple with the
day-to-day parking reality.

In a recent conversation I had with
Rick Rich, the parking expert the town

hired, he told me that in his 23 years in the
parking management industry, he has
never examined a more obvious problem
that has such an obvious solution.

In his view, “You can try all of the
alternatives measures that you want, and
you should, but you won’t come close to
solving your problem unless you build a
deck.” Or, as former mayors Bud Boothe
and Emerson Thomas put it more bluntly
recently, Westfield needs a parking deck,
and the time to act is now.

And, indeed, the time to act is now. A
Parking Plan Steering Committee began
working on the present project over a
year ago. The Committee met for eight
solid months with Rich & Associates.
We have seen designs in several differ-
ent configurations for every one of the
seven town-owned lots that were candi-
dates for a deck. We have seen parking
demand and parking need statistics; zon-
ing and building-use analyses as they
relate to parking demand and parking
need; usage and turnover studies for
parking spaces in all municipal lots and
all on-street parking; construction costs
and costs-per-net-added-space estimates
for every deck in every configuration for
each of the seven potential deck sites.

Indeed, from a budgetary perspective,
the window of opportunity for action is
rapidly closing. At the end of this year -
for the first time in many years — we will
be free of all municipal bonded indebted-
ness. That means that we have an oppor-
tunity to build a parking deck and set up
the infrastructure that will make the fu-
ture parking plan a success without in-
creasing taxes. Failing to act on the park-
ing problem this year puts the deck, the
necessary parking infrastructure and the
solution to our parking problems - and by
extension, our downtown economy — in
jeopardy. The time to act is now.

Thomas C. Jardim
Mayor, Westfield

Reader Urges Fanwood Officials:
Keep Ban On Internally Lit Signs

I am moved to write this letter in
response to the recent discussion con-
cerning the revision of the zoning ordi-
nance. I am opposed to neon and inter-
nally lit signs. I sent a copy of this letter
to the members of the planning board
before they voted not to continue the
ban on internally lit signs. (They voted
to continue the ban on neon signs). I am
quite disappointed in their lack of vi-
sion.

Our borough has not allowed these
types of signs for many good reasons,
and to change them because we are
afraid of being sued is ludicrous and
shallow. I do believe that utilizing good
signs is vital to the success of a busi-
ness, and I do believe that this can be
done tastefully and in keeping with the
small town look that we are trying to
maintain. A look at other successful
small towns also finds similar prohibi-
tions in their zoning ordinances.

As our chairman and vice-chairman
(as well as member Matthew Glennon)
have clearly pointed out in a previous
letter, several successful businesses
thrive with their current signs. These
borough officials all voted to maintain
the ban. I am confident that our current
and future businesses are smart enough
to realize how best to market and adver-
tise themselves.

Last year, I had the privilege of being
on the planning board, and I wish I still
was, especially now, for it is issues like
these that so define the community in
which we live. During my time last
year, I spent many hours, as part of the
ordinance committee, with our former
Mayor Maryanne Connelly and current

Councilwoman Cynthia Swindlehurst,
making many needed updates and al-
terations to the ordinances.

Although, I do not pretend to be an
expert in these issues, and I understand
completely that we were simply mak-
ing some recommendations for the bor-
ough, I would hate to see something
like this sign issue be thrown in.

Having talked to other residents about
this issue, it is quite apparent that they
feel the same. Thanks to the letter to
The Times, many residents have be-
come informed about this controversy,
and I hope this letter will continue to
keep the public abreast of this impor-
tant situation. I certainly hope the Coun-
cil President respects the opinions of
what I believe to be the overwhelming
majority of the Fanwood residents
whom he represents. To my knowl-
edge, no resident has come out in sup-
port of this.

I appreciate all the hard work and
long hours that this board has and will
continue to put forth in the writing of
these ordinance revisions. I, like you,
love living in our residential commu-
nity. I, too, would like to see our local
businesses do well. But the granting of
permission to use these signs will take
away from that community feeling.

Finally, I hope that the members of
our council vote as residents and do not
vote out of loyalty to a party member,
and I encourage our Mayor to take a
strong position for our great borough
and against this sign ordinance.

Salvatore N. Fazzino
Fanwood

Annoying Detours Have Given Way
To Smoother Drives for County Residents

BINGO! (GAMBLING)
An exclamation indicating sudden

success. understanding. or action:
eureka (I have found it.) Bingo is a
twentieth century name for a game
that has enjoyed several aliases since
it surfaced in seventeenth-century
Italy as lotto.

The English version of this old
game was beano because beans were
originally placed on a numbered
Card. Beano combines bean and
lott(o). The earliest American name
for bingo was keno, an early nine-
teenth century alias that combined
the Latin word keni, five each, and,
again, the “o. in lott(o).

In 1929 Edwin Lowe, an English
toy manufacturer produced the game
under the name bingo. Bingo, like its
predecessors, was played on a Card
with 1 to 75 (and even 1-90) num-
bered squares. The first player to
cover (with disks) five Called num-
bers in a row cried, “Bingo!!!”

While there are conflicting ac-
counts of Edwin Lowe’s nationality,
I subscribe to the Oxford English
Dictionary’s claim that he was Brit-
ish. Lowe’s British origins is sup-
ported by the fact that bingo had long
been a British idiom used to describe
a drunkard. This definition of bingo
predates its use as the name for the
game. Bingo, in this sense, combines
(b)randy and st(ingo), a very intoxi-
cating mixture. Stingo, it is said, was
the name of an old English brewery
known for producing a very strong
beer. Stingo is very likely the source
of the word stinko, a very drunk
condition.

Why Lowe selected the name bingo
for the game is anyone’s guess. My
personal speculation is that Lowe, a
clever person, saw the close associa-
tion between the word blotto, a word
that includes lotto, and means a
drunken state, and bingo, a drink and
a game to which people can become
heavily addicted.

Mr. Glennon Seems to Think Running
Mate Doesn’t Know What She’s Doing

Fanwood Councilwoman Cynthia
Swindlehurst just doesn’t know what
she’s doing. That’s the gist of a letter by
her running mate, Matthew Glennon,
published in The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on August 17.

Mr. Glennon claims that Ms.
Swindlehurst was uncertain what the
proper procedure was for reviewing and
approving expense reports.

She could have learned the answer by
asking the Borough Clerk or the Chief
Financial Officer. She could have asked
any council member. Or she could have
opened the Borough Code book she re-
ceived when she was sworn into office
and found the answer in Chapter 6.

She apparently didn’t do any of these
things. Instead, for five months, she
chose not to approve expense reports for
the Downtown Coordinator and to ques-
tion them at the publicly televised coun-
cil meetings.

Matthew Glennon tells us Ms.
Swindlehurst “wanted to know who au-
thorized this volunteer to incur these
expenses.” In fact, the Mayor repeatedly
told her during our public meetings that
he and the Downtown Committee au-
thorized these expenses.

Mr. Glennon tells us that Fanwood
needs an administrative policy on reim-
bursing volunteers. In fact, Fanwood
has had one, administered by the Bor-
ough Clerk and Chief Financial Officer.
Ms. Swindlehurst could have gotten it
simply by asking. Did she not ask for it
because she wanted to preserve a politi-
cal issue — or because she didn’t know
she should ask the question?

Mr. Glennon tells us the downtown
coordinator’s expenses weren’t bud-
geted. That, too, is untrue: They were
built into the downtown committee’s
funding, with the excess was authorized
to be charged against several different
grants and against previously appropri-
ated but unused downtown capital funds.
Mr. Glennon can be excused for not
understanding this; Councilwoman
Swindlehurst, on the other hand, has a
responsibility to understand how the
work her council committee oversees is
being funded.

Mr. Glennon says I view Cynthia
Swindlehurst’s refusal to properly review
the downtown coordinator’s expenses as,

to quote Mr. Glennon, “nothing more than
a political ploy.” I sincerely hope I’m
right. I would hate to share her running
mate’s apparent view that she just doesn’t
know what she is doing.

Joel Whitaker
Fanwood

Borough Council President

The long summer of detours around ongoing road
projects are coming to an end. While the work
created some inconvenience for motorists, let’s face
facts: it had to be done. And, looking at the finished
product, the roads are smoother and much easier on
the shock absorbers, not to mention the tires.

Whether it was Mountain Avenue in Mountainside,
Springfield Avenue in Westfield, Raritan Road in
Clark or Centennial Avenue in Cranford, motorists
now have a much smoother ride to work.

In some cases, thoroughfares have been paved.
Also, Union County and local municipalities are
completing work at bridges and major intersections.

Crossway Place in Westfield will be widened to

align closer with Edgewood Avenue. NJ Transit has
completed the replacement of the bridge. The Hetfield
Avenue Bridge in Scotch Plains is also being replaced.

On the highways, repaving work is underway in the
Saddlebrook, Clifton, Sayreville, Holmdel, Lake-
wood and Egg Harbor areas of the Garden State
Parkway. Road work is underway on the New Jersey
Turnpike in the Hamilton, East Windsor, Cranbury
and Newark areas. Bridge repairs were scheduled for
completion or near completion this week between the
southbound Interchanges 13 and 13 A.

So while the delays may have presented a major
inconvenience, the finished product was definitely
worth the wait in the end.

SP Stream Severly Neglected;
Needs Public Works Attention

Letters to the Editor

In the matter of storm sewer and
easement maintenance, may I share
some observations:

Years of neglect have resulted in
serious problems. One particular area
of concern is the stream referred to as
Robinson’s Branch of the Rahway
River in Scotch Plains.

With each heavy rainfall, the banks
along this stream erode to a consider-
able degree. This eroded material de-
posits itself on the stream bed, build-
ing up natural dams in some places of
silt and stone. The waterway becomes
shallower and wider, and property
flooding ensues. When it isn’t rain-
ing, stagnant pools of water are left
behind, creating ideal conditions for

breeding mosquitoes.
Addressing this situation could turn

into a vast, long term and expensive
engineering project. As an alternative,
perhaps our township’s Department of
Public Works, with its equipment and
expertise. might consider dredging and
grading this stream, bringing it back to
the original condition it was in more
than 40 years ago.

While this viewpoint is limited to
my own back yard, chances are many
homeowners along this stream share
my concerns, not the least of which are
high property taxes and diminished
property values.

Leon E. Poladian
Scotch Plains
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Parking, Foreign Affairs?
Reader Compares

An observation: It seems that the Ar-
abs and Israelis, Northern Ireland and
Southern Ireland, and the two Koreas
will settle their differences before the
Town of Westfield decides to build a
parking deck.

Alfred W. Riker, Jr.
Westfield


