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Arts & Entertainment

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Raul Julia

(1940-1994)
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Who knew playing the devil
would be such great motivation?
Certainly not actor Raul Julia who
got bit by the acting bug at age five
when he stole the show at a Catho-
lic elementary school play. While
his parents had hopes that little
Raul would pursue a career in law,
the call of the theater was louder.

Born March 9, 1940 in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, Julia moved to New
York City at the age of 24 to chase
his dreams. A bit part in La Vida es
Sueno earned Julia his Actors Eq-
uity Card which affirmed his tal-
ent.

Julia joined Big Bird, Oscar the
Grouch and Cookie Monster on
“Sesame Street” playing the role of
Rafael. With a powerful, thunder-
ous voice that commanded atten-
tion, Julia moved onto bigger and
better roles before coming upon
Kiss of the Spider Women. Julia’s
star was rising.

The husband of Merel Poloway
and father of Raul Sigmund and
Benjamin Rafael, Julia’s career
peaked when he the role of Gomez
Addams came along in The Addams
Family and Addams Family Values.
His portrayal of father Gomez su-
perseded the ooky and the spooky
and became debonair, suave and
electric.

The world of Hollywood halted
dramatically when Julia suffered a
stroke on October 24, 1994, slipped
into a coma and passed away at the
North Shore University Hospital at
the young age of 54.

Parker Greenhouses
Says Mum�s the Word
SCOTCH PLAINS – Parker

Greenhouses, located at 1325 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains, will hold their
annual Mum Festival on Saturday
and Sunday, September 16 and 17.

A full weekend of activities for the
entire family as well as thousands of
exquisite homegrown mums for sale
in all colors and sizes will be avail-
able. Other must-have garden sup-
plies include beautiful pansies, fall-
blooming perennials, shrubs and
varied ingredients and tools for all
fall planting needs.

Parker Greenhouses invites the
entire family for activities and enter-
tainment for the children, including
“Bubbles the Clown,” face-painting,
a petting zoo and a tremendous
straw fort.

Meanwhile, parents may select
plants, shrubs and a bevy of fall
decorating accents such as corn-
stalks, scarecrows and pumpkins to
adorn the home.

For more information, please call
Randall Miller at (908) 322-5555,
Extension No. 8885.

1 pint strawberry ice cream ice cubes
2 c. plain yogurt 1 package frozen straw-
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract berries or raspberries

Combine yogurt, vanilla extract and berries of your choice in
blender. Pour mixture over ice cubes placed in tall glasses. Top
with large scoop of strawberry ice cream.

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

Now, that wasn�t so scary, was it?

(Don’t let the name spook you--it’s ghoulishess!)

Blood Milkshake for Vampires

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Hail the Creative Mind Which Often
Comes From Bizarre, Unexplainable
Some Saturday afternoons I may be seen traipsing around St.

Gertrude’s Cemetery in Colonia, visiting friends and family who
were called ahead before their time. It’s a fascinating place, but
certainly not everyone’s idea of a good time. Cartoonist and
Westfield’s own
Charles Addams
would disagree.

Known for his
w a n d e r i n g s
through the
Revolut ionary
Cemetery on
Mountain Av-
enue, Addams
had an uncanny
penchant and cu-
riosity about the
Great Beyond
and where
people go when
they die. Appar-
ently, Addam’s
morbid side was never spurred on by any one experience or
tragedy. He was just a bit bizarre that way and it paid off big time
when he conjured up the likes of Lurch, Thing, Morticia,
Wednesday, Pugsley, Uncle Fester and the beloved Gomez.

Creative minds always have an interesting origin. Often, when
I interview artists I discover that they’ve either been influenced by
someone else in their family who had an artistic bent. Then there
are those who developed the flair all alone. Either way, the “artsy”
folk of the universe have a gift of seeing the world through three-
dimensional glasses of varied color and perspective. And, al-
though we are ribbed often for our quirkiness, we make the world
go ‘round differently than our more mathematical/technical/
scientific counterparts.

Westfielders should never forget the celebrity of Addams who
once lived among us. The young boy who peered at the
headstone inscriptions, the young man who walked from his Elm
Street home to attend Westfield High School which was then
housed at the current Elm Street Administration Building. We
should never forget the artist who made his hometown proud
with his drawings in The New Yorker or the lovable spooks he
brought to life in the creepy Addams mansion.

Artsy Addams is as much a Westfield treasure as the War
Memorial, Miller-Cory or the statuesque Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Lest we forget the man who brought us the all together
ooky.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Revolutionary Cemetery in Westfield

Purchase of Mansion Model
To Aid Addam�s Scholarship

Charles Addams Art Grant
Maintains Memory
Of Toon�s Creator

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – If charity begins
at home, it certainly originates in
the hometown of one of the most
notable cartoonists of our time –
Westfield native Charles Addams.

For a mere $20, the proceeds of
which will go toward the Charles
Addams Arts Scholarship, an in-
valuable piece of
Addams’ history
can be yours.

The Addams Fam-
ily Haunted House,
which is manufac-
tured by Playing
Mantis Toys, is
adapted from the
cartoonist’s boyhood
home at 411 Elm
Street in Westfield.
The mansion comes
complete with plas-
tic glow-in-the-dark
ghosts, window in-
serts and members of the Addams
clan to peer out of the windows.

Addams expert and former
Westfield resident Ronald C.
MacCloskey, along with Tribute
Promotions and Playing Mantis
Toys, have spearheaded the sale of
the kit. The original model, which
originated in 1965 by the Aurora
Model Company, is worth $200 if
maintained in mint condition. If
the kit is unassembled and still
boxed, the mansion is worth $800.

The original model was reis-
sued when Playing Mantis, lo-
cated in Indiana, purchased the

mold of the mansion from Aurora
eight years ago when The Addams
Family film hit the silver screen.

The real estate offices of Coldwell
Banker, Prudential, Weichert,
Burgdoff ERA and Century 21, all
in Westfield, have agreed to par-
ticipate in the sale of the kit which
will help a pupil further his or her
education in art.

The promotional flyer for the
mansion kit playfully entices, “Look-
ing for a house in Westfield? We
have the model home for you. It’s
the most affordable place in town.
This is a great way to make a
donation to the arts and education,
and have fun too!”

Sales representatives at these real
estate companies will vend these
homes beginning on Labor Day
through the month of November.
The $20 purchase is tax deductible.

In addition, Mr. MacCloskey is
seeking funds to house a museum
to honor the cartoonist. He called
this proposed venture “one cen-
tral place for the mind of Charles
Addams.”

Mr. MacCloskey would like to
see a lot on East Broad Street next
to the Municipal Building dedi-
cated to all things Addams. The
home, which carries an approxi-
mate price tag of $185,000, would
offer 3,122 square feet of mu-
seum space, eight parking spaces,
a two-car garage and access to the
basement from the outside.

Seeking moral support from
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
councilpersons and residents, Mr.
MacCloskey would like to bring
the artistry of Addams to light in
the minds of Westfielders and
surrounding communities.

Addams, who was a 1929 gradu-
ate of WHS, was almost a hop,
skip and jump from the school
which was at that time situated
on the current site of the Elm
Street Administration Building.

The cartoonist, who later in-
spired the NBC hit “The Addams
Family” from 1973-1975 and the
movies The Addams Family and
Addams Family Values, was the
art director for the WHS supple-
ment Weather Vane.

According to Mr. MacCloskey,
Addams was not motivated by
any particular outside artistic in-
fluence when his creative juices
began to flow. He became a mas-
ter all on his own, drawing over

1,300 cartoons.
It seems clear,

however, that the
cartoonis t  who
etched for The New
Yorker, Colliers
and T.V. Guide
would be intensely
proud of the schol-
arship and the stu-
dents who have
gratefully received
it.

The Addams
Family Collection,
which is main-
ta ined by Mr.
MacCloskey, has
also been instru-
mental in raising
funds for the schol-
arship.  Mr.

MacCloskey noted that he has been
asked by 4-H and Women’s Clubs
to attend meetings and discuss his
collections of Addams memora-
bilia as well as the life and elan of
Addams. Mr. MacCloskey’s collec-

tion has also been on display at
libraries, seminars and other
events.

To offer a tax deductible dona-
tion to the Charles Addams Art
Scholarship, please make checks
payable to the Westfield Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 2295, Westfield, 07091.

In addition, full information
about the scholarship, Addams and
the promotional item is available
at www.westfieldnj.com/addams.

The Addams Family abode was modeled after this
home at 411 Elm Street.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield-Born
Addams Spooked
Fans for Years

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Dah-dah-
dah-dah; neat. Dah-dah-dah-
dah; sweet. Dah-dah-dah-dah,
dah-dah-dah-dah, dah-dah-
dah-dah; petite.

Sound familiar? Of course!
“The Addams Family” has de-
lighted and frightened audi-
ences ever since it’s premiere
on television in 1964. Con-
tinuing on TV and then going
into the theaters in 1991, the
show has brought along quite
a following. But the roots of

this odd family originated
long before it’s release in
1964. As a matter of fact, it
all began in a little town in
Central New Jersey —
Westfield.

Charles Addams, the cre-
ator of the Addams Family,
was born on January 7, 1912
in Westfield. The
spookiness of his child-
hood is actually quite
sparse. There were sup-
posed brief stints of mis-
chievous behavior, includ-
ing sneaking into a
neighbor’s garage and
drawing a skeleton. Also,
the young man was ru-
mored to stroll through
graveyards at night. For the
most part, however,
Addams had a calm and
“normal” childhood.

“Chas” Addam’s lived on
522 Elm Street and went to
high school at Westfield
High. As a matter of fact,
Addams drew cartoons for
the Hi’s Eye, Westfield High

School’s school newspaper.
The school was situated in
what is now the Westfield
Board of Education Building
located on 302 Elm Street.
Somewhere between those
two locations Addams saw the
house which was his inspira-
tion for the creepy residency
that we saw for TV’s Addams
family. 411 Elm Street is the
supposed basis for the house,
and it shows. Although much
less eerie, the design of the
houses resemble each other
greatly.

Currently residing in the 411
location are the Diddells. They
were unable to be reached for
comment.

The Addams house at 522
Elm Street is currently 93 years
old. Now living in it is Earl
Frawley, who’s lived there for
29 years. Although it is the
original house, Frawley has
spent over $100,000 to reno-
vate the house. There is now
a new porch, a deck, new
kitchen, and new flooring,
among other changes to
Addams residency.

Besides creating the Addams
Family, Charles Addams was
also a highly renowned car-
toonist. He was featured regu-
larly in New Yorker magazine,
and also appeared in TV Guide
and Colliers.

Ronald C. MacCloskey, a
huge Charles Addams fan/col-
lector that has written about
Addams and contributes to
the Unofficial Charles Addams
Web site, hopes to educate
Westfield citizens about their
famous cartoonist.

Mr. MacCloskey, who also
went to Westfield High School,
has proposed a house next
door to the town’s Municipal
Building to be turned into a
Charles Addams museum.

All you have to do is listen
to the song:

Their house is a museum.
Where people come to see

‘em,
They really are a scream.
The Addams Family.
Could this museum be a

“scream” for Westfield? Only
time will tell. The only thing
we know for sure is that
Westfielder Charles Addams
brought the town into a slightly
odder light than before.Breakfast / Freeplay

Aerobics / Pledge

Academics / Spanish

Individual Learning

Sign Up Now & Save $2,000 Toward Tuition
New Enrollments Only • Offer Expires 9/30/2000

1577 East 2nd St., Scotch Plains (One Block East of Terrill Rd.) • 908-322-2233

The boyhood home of Addams at 522 Elm Street.
Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The former site of WHS where
Addams studied.

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – You can take the
cartoonist out of Westfield, but
you can’t take Westfield out of
Charles Addams. The memory of
the legendary man who often
honored Westfield in his famous
etchings continues to endure with
the Charles Addams Art Scholar-
ship.

Established in 1991, the grant
has been bestowed upon gradu-
ating Westfield
High School
(WHS)  pupi l s
who are seeking
to further educate
themselves by
pursuing a major
in art. The first
scholarship was
awarded in 1992
to Seth R. Piezas,
accord ing to
Betsy Chance of
the  Wes t f ie ld
F o u n d a t i o n .
Some of the re-
cent recipients of
the  Addams
Scholarship in-
clude Craig Long
(1998), Elizabeth
Kinahan (1999)
and Michae l
Dansk in  and
Scot t  Dansk in
(2000).

Rona ld  C .
M a c C l o s k e y ,
Westfield native
and Addams en-
thus ias t  ex -
plained to The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that the art director at
the school (who was at one time
Art Silvera), decides the “quality
of work, desire of the person”

and interest in art before nomi-
nating someone for the scholar-
ship.

“Someone who is really seri-
ous” about art is also a prerequi-
site. When the scholarship was
first offered, Mr. MacCloskey
noted, it was requested that an
applicant compose an essay which
demonstrated some knowledge
of Addams. Currently, however,
that is not necessary for appli-
cants to obtain the funding.

The Addams Scholarship was
first awarded in the amount of
$200 and later increased to $500.
Mr. MacCloskey, who now re-
sides in Edison, reported that he
would like the scholarship to in-
crease so that $5,000 could be
given to a qualified pupil.

Mr. MacCloskey hopes that the
promotional offer, which kicks
off on Labor Day and continues
through November, will help
sweeten the scholarship’s pot.
For $20, one may purchase a
model kit of the Addams Haunted
Mansion at the offices of Coldwell
Banker, Burgdorff ERA, Pruden-
tial, Weichert and Century 21
realtors. The proceeds will ben-
efit the scholarship.(See separate
article below).


