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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

2 & 1/2  popcorns

Overheard at the water cooler:
“Did you hear? They’re coming
out with Godzilla 2000.”

“Godzilla? Didn’t they just do
‘Godzilla’ again?”

“Yeah, but that was a big Hol-
lywood remake. This is a real
Japanese one. They’re going right
back to the original style. Old-
fashioned special effects, pur-
posely bad dubbing, wholesale
destruction of miniatures — man
in a suit.”

“Man in a suit, huh?” muses the
second fellow.

“Yeah, man in a suit,” the first
man echoes. “That’s real science
fiction.”

Of course, whether or not it is
indeed a man in a suit (it could
be a woman) parading around as
the horrific monster in Godzilla
2000, such would be a rather
strange prerequisite for “real sci-
ence fiction.” What man number
one really meant is, “That’s real
nostalgia.” And on that count
he’d be right.

Takao Okawara directs a hu-
morously reverential script by
Hiroshi Kashiwabara and Wataru
Mimura. Problem is ,  af ter
filmgoers have their memories
cleverly jogged with essence of
nascent Japanese horror movie,
the novelty soon begins to wear
thin. Like director Gus Van Sant’s
painstaking, 1998 remake of
Psycho, this campy homage to
Inoshiro Honda’s Godzilla, King
of The Monsters (1956) and its
various spin-offs is, at the end of
the day, little more than a curios-
ity piece.

The employing of cutting edge
F/X techniques to simulate the
cheesy effects that made those
old sci-fi flicks so endearingly
hokey may give future anthro-
pologists a bit of a puzzle to
figure. Unlike the recreation of a
Duncan Phyfe chair, the utility of
such mimicry is not immediately
clear.

Still, the retro process has its
moments. And whether or not
that’s really a record being
scratched, the big fellow’s ago-

nizing bellow as he kicks his way
through Tokyo is certainly a
clarion call reminiscent of those
horror films of yore. Old style or
new, he’s back.

Just in case Tokyo doesn’t have
enough to worry about, there’s
the issue of Godzilla’s worthy
arch adversary. Those familiar
with the dozen or so films made
since the 1956 original are ac-
quainted with the tradition.

It’s always Godzilla vs. Some
Such Other Grotesquery. They
then do their own version of the
kabuki dance to the deadly fin-
ish. And in this case it’s a gigantic
rock found at the bottom of the
ocean, thought to be at least 60
million years old. But chip away
the lava coating and voila! What
we really have is a flying saucer,
commanded by aliens with an
interest in Godzilla’s regenerat-
ing abilities.

The interlopers glom the Big
Guy’s powers to create his hid-
eous antagonist. Much techno-
babble about energy and cre-
ation follows. And purposely
primitive battle scenes ensue
once the old clodhopper meets
his freakish match. But although
Thomas Wolfe didn’t live to come
face to face with Godzilla, his
oft-quoted title line, “You Can
Never Go Home,” applies here.
For alas, the innocence of an
earlier era is irretrievable. Still,
while unable to fully capture the
essence of the scenes they have
been modeled after, this film’s
action sequences are not with-
out their own sense of excite-
ment.

Yet the film’s brightest idea is a
new one. Seeking to make sense
of the reptilian phenomenon are
Yuji and Io Shinoda. A father and
daughter team portrayed by
Takehiro Murata and Mayu
Suzuki, respectively, they have
formed the Godzilla Prediction
Network (GPN).

Barnstorming in and around
the large lizard’s stomping
grounds, they hope to give local
folks adequate warning of his
approach. And because they wish
to someday harness Barney’s evil
twin for the good of mankind,
dad and precocious offspring also
serve as an important alternative
to the government’s totally un-
ethical handl ing of things
Godzilla. Naturally, the bureau-
crats have their own murky
agenda. And they don’t look
kindly on the efforts of meddle-
some do-gooders.

Rounding out the plot possi-
bilities, there is the slightest hint
of a love angle when newswoman
Yuki Ichinose (Naomi Nishida)
comes aboard the GPN, origi-
nally just to “get some shots.”
But once the scenario is set, most
of what follows is the non-stop
battle royale. And soon practi-
cally all of Tokyo is either aflame
or in the process of crumbling as
the fire-breathing Godzilla does
his version of the monster mash.

Curiously, both government
types and the good guys find
themselves together in the end.
Witnessing the devastation from
an inexplicably safe observation
point on the balcony of a high-
rise, they may as well be friends
who have secured a hotel room
along the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade route.

As absurd as all of this may be
to the casual viewer, the philo-
sophical impact won’t be lost on
the true Godzilla fan. In the py-
rotechnically elaborate finale, as
horrified onlookers helplessly try
to wave away the menace, the
ritual of this modern dragon fable
is obvious.

Born of radioactivity following
the atomic decimation of Japan,
Godzilla has become the aber-
rant symbol of a civilization. In-
domitable, the reptile rages on
while the local denizens are torn
between trying to destroy him
and attempting to understand
him.

What does it all mean? I’m not
sure. But I do know what I’m
going to be for Halloween.

*  *  *  *  *
Godzilla 2000, a Tri-Star re-

lease of a Toho Production, is di-
rected by Takao Okawara and stars
Takehiro Murata, Naomi Nishida
and Mayu Suzuki. Running time:
105 minutes.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Godzilla 2000
Tries To Fill Really Big Shoes

Art Martin Orchestra
To End Village Green Series

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Cultural Arts Committee will
conclude their Village Green Sum-
mer Series this evening, August
31, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. with the big
band performance by the Art Mar-
tin Orchestra.

This 14-piece ensemble features
the melodies of Benny Goodman,
Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey,
Count Basie and many other big
band leaders. Altha Cook is the
orchestra’s song stylist and pro-
vides a repertoire from Rosemary
Clooney to Frank Sinatra and
Barbra Streisand.

The concert will be open to the
public. Free birch beer will be
provided compliments of
Mezzogiorno Restaurant in Scotch
Plains. Spectators are urged to
bring blankets and lawn chairs for
their comfort.

In case of rain, the concert will
move indoors to the auditorium of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. For further information,
please call the Recreation Office at
(908) 322-6700.

Monogrammed Mugs Offered
To New Glee Club Singers

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Glee Club invites all student and
adult male singers to attend the
first recital on Monday, Septem-
ber 11, from 8 to 10 p.m. at The
Presbyter ian Church in
Westfield’s choir room. The club
is starting its 76th season.

A coffee and donuts fellow-
ship will follow the introduction
of the new program music.

New singers will receive an
official monogrammed cup with
in sparkling royal blue color with
gilded gold detailing and the
authentic logo of the Glee Club.

MELODY MUGS...The Westfield Glee Club will give a new official monogrammed cup to new singers who join
the ensemble. The cups are royal blue with gilded gold detailing and the authentic Glee Club crest.

For additional information,
please call Dale Juntilla at (908)
232-0673.

Arts & Entertainment
WYACT Performing Arts Instruction
To Commence With Sept. Registration

WESTFIELD – Cynthia Meryl,
Broadway performer and Artistic
Director of the Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT) and stage director of this
summer’s Brigadoon and The Gay
Divorce has announced WYACT’s
ninth season of professional
courses in performing arts.

The Union County Educational
Services Commission and Super-
intendent Ed Hartnett has helped
make it possible for the classes to
continue in acting, musical theatre
and dance at Centennial High
School in Westfield.

Registration will commence on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, September 5-7, from 4 to 8
p.m.

WYACT professionals have taken
the stage of the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) since
1998 with Carousel, Oliver! and
Brigadoon. The ensemble has also
participated in the Kean Univer-
sity Arts Incubator Project with
Threepenny Opera and The Gay
Divorce.

NJPAC has welcomed WYACT
back for next summer’s perfor-
mance of Once On This Island.
The summer 2001 collaborative
production has also been invited
into the National Black Theatre
Festival in North Carolina.

“We at WYACT believe that we
are setting the foundation for the
formation of the first State Youth
Theatre,” reported Ms. Meryl. The
state has awarded WYACT with a
grant from the New Jersey State
Council of the Arts (NJSCA) total-
ing $34, 875.

“We are delighted to see that the
NJSCA recognizes what we already
knew. This is a true testament to
the importance of what your orga-
nization (WYACT) represents and
accomplishes,” noted Vice-Presi-
dent of NJPAC Arts Education Philip
Thomas.

Ms. Meryl teaches beginners,
intermediate and advanced act-
ing classes, concentrating on im-
provisation, character develop-
ment and scene study. She also
instructs private voice, tap and
three levels of musical theatre,
focusing on song selection and
interpretation, ensemble work,
voice, musical theatre movement

and dance.
A professional ac-

tress in New York and
national theatre arena for
over 25 years, Ms. Meryl
designs her classes to pre-
pare the performer for au-
ditions and the professional
stage.

Thus, Ms. Meryl has in-
vited professionals to teach
various other theatrical classes.
Stacey Coppola, professional
dancer and choreographer, will
head up WYACT’s dance depart-
ment.

A graduate of Mercer County
High School of the Performing
Arts and the University of the Arts
in Philadelphia, Ms. Coppola pres-
ently choreographs for Phoenix
Productions in Middleton, Show-
case Studios in Far Hills and is a
member of the dance faculty at
Somerset Vocational-Technical
School in the Gifted and Tal-
ented program. She teaches
ballet, jazz, musical theatre,
dance and creative arts for chil-
dren and young adults.

In addition to WYACT’s school
year faculty, guest teachers have been
invited to teach special workshops.
On Friday, September 22, Paul Ames,
leading man of television commer-
cials and voice-overs, will offer a
two-hour workshop in his specialty.
A practical workshop, students will
learn how to read copy, audition and
how to deal with the business of
television and radio spots.

Ms. Meryl, an original cast mem-
ber in Tommy Tune’s award-win-
ning Broadway musical Nine, has
held roles in My Fiar Lady, South
Pacific, Beyond Therapy and other
notable productions.

The 1996 recipient of the Opti-
mist Club’s Friend To Youth Award,

Ms. Meryl and her husband Ted
Agress, General Manager of
WYACT and Broadway veteran,
produced all of WYACT’s
fundraising productions. These
include I Do! I Do!, Love Letters and
A Christmas Carol.

Together, the team also produced
WYACT’s previous summer pre-
sentations A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Carnival, Stage Door,
Camelot, Fiorello!, Crimes of the
Heart, Merrily We Roll Along, The
Children’s Hour, Isn’t It Romantic
and other WYACT Cabarets.

For more information on
WYACT’s performing arts program
and registration, please call (908)
233-3200.

Westfield Community Center
Kids Join Tap Extravaganza

WESTFIELD — On August 20,
three children from the Westfield
Community Center took an active
part in the 22nd annual Macy’s
Tap-O-Mania, a dance spectacular
held in front of the department
store on 34th Street in Manhattan.

The youngsters — Nicole
Blackmon, 9, Jennell Wilson, 8,
and Taylor Thornton, 11 — were
under the supervision of Lenore
Scurry and Nikki Howell.

The children’s assignments were
to take completed registration
forms from the registration desks
to the tabulation desks. Once reg-
istered, entrants were assigned to
a “tap captain” and taught a dance
routine which they later performed
in front of the department store.

After their “duties” were over,
the children joined the other par-
ticipants and tapped the day away.
Nicole was caught on camera and
appeared on the Channel 7 news
telecast that evening.

The Westfield Community Cen-
ter, located at 558 West Broad Street,

is a non-profit organization which
offers an array of programs for both
youths and senior citizens.

For further information on up-
coming events and programs,
please call (908) 232-9547.

Dixie Kings to Perform
At Faith Lutheran

NEW PROVIDENCE – Faith
Lutheran Church, 524 South Street
in New Providence, invites the pub-
lic to attend a Dixieland Jazz liturgy
on Sunday, September 10, at 8:30
and 11 a.m.

The Dixie Kings band, which
consists of Simon Wettenhall on
trumpet, Ken Salvo on banjo,
Michael Christianson on tuba, Jack
Stuckey on clarinet and Randy
Rinehart on trombone, will offer a
traditional New Orleans-style fu-
neral resurrection service.

The program will feature hymns
such as “Precious Lord,” “Amazing
Grace,” “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”
and “Oh, When the Saints Go
Marching In.”

This service of Holy Commun-
ion begins with slow, somber mu-
sic, progresses to a joyous celebra-
tion and climaxes with a rousing
march.

Childcare will be available dur-
ing the liturgies, which are ex-
pected to last one hour long. Fol-
lowing the 8:30 a.m. service, re-
freshments will be served during
the education hour.

For more information, please call
the church at (908) 464-5177 or e-
mail famfaith@bellatlantic.net.

Cynthia Merrill in the Tony
Award-winning Broadway

production of Nine

Author Appearances Set
At Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store of Westfield will host two
author appearances this week-
end.

On Saturday, September 9, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tess Hart and
Frank Sergi will be in the store to
promote their new book, “The
Snarth Goes to School.”

Also on Saturday, from 2 to 4
p.m., Susan Baggette and Ward
Saunders will promote their new
book, “The Night the Moon
Slept.”

Signed copies may be reserved
for those who cannot attend these
author appearances. For more
information, please call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535.

 Chansonettes Group Arranges Rehearsals
For Fall Season Starting September 13

Little Opera Co. Seeks Singers,
Instrumentalists for Auditions
AREA—The Little Opera Com-

pany, located in Scotch Plains,
will hold auditions for singers and
instrumentalists in September for
an upcoming production of
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro.

The auditions for singers will
be held on September 14 for
singers ages 7 and up to be in
the chorus. Requirements in-
clude performing one song,
preferably legit. An accompa-
nist will be provided.

Adults are also needed in the
adult chorus. For an audition
time, please call (908) 654-2006.

Auditions for instrumentalists
ages 7 and up to participate in
the Little Opera Company New
Jersey Youth Orchestra Work-
shop will be held on September

15. Participants will play side
by side with professionals in
the orchestra of The Marriage
of Figaro.

Requirements for instrumen-
talists include performing one
piece under three minutes that
best demonstrates one’s abili-
ties. An accompanist will not
be provided, one must be
brought.

The Marriage of Figaro will
be held on Saturday, October
28, at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield and will be con-
ducted by Robert Butts and
narrated by film, stage and
television star Celest Holm.

The Little Opera Company is
located at 162 Spruce Mill Lane
in Scotch Plains.

Hamburgers and Fried Fish Sand-
wiches are quite popular at Fish Tales,
and the Turkey Club and Sliced Steak
Sandwich nicely round out the menu.

Ranging in price from $5.95 to
$10.95, the sandwiches looked
tasty and were liberally sized.

All in all, I do like this restau-
rant very much. On a previous
visit, our service was great, so
perhaps the young lady we had
this time was just having a bad
night. We didn’t ask for her name,
which was probably a good thing.

Fish Tales is open seven days a
week, and serves lunch and din-
ner. Live entertainment is offered
Friday, Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings and the restaurant is avail-
able for private parties.
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FishTales

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield, a women’s choral group
of various levels of voice, will hold
their rehearsals for the fall season
beginning Wednesday, September
13, at 7:30 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

The ensemble performs at nurs-
ing homes, professional organiza-

tions, clubs and for family and
friends.

To join the Chansonettes or for
more information, please call Presi-
dent Louise Loffredo at (908) 232-
8213.

The Chansonettes are under the
direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mary Ellen Freda.

We always welcome your
ideas and input. Please

feel free to write:
michelle@goleader.com(908) 233-2331 � bravocenter@westfieldnj.com

Fall Registration
Sept 6, 7 & 8

Teen Classes

Adult Classes
KARAOKE

Birthday Parties

(Ages 6 & up)


