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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth-seeded St. Jude cooled
the guns of St. Paul and went on to
mount a 23-hit attack and claim a
14-11 victory in the playoffs of
the Saints Division of the St. Bart’s

Oldtimers Softball League at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 25. Despite a trio of
home runs by St. Paul in the first
inning, the “Jude” men singled
“Paul” to death in the second in-
ning to amass 12 runs.

Malcolm Boone led the single as-
sault with five singles while scoring
three runs and knocking in two. Team-
mates Dom Valenzano and Al Rezza
both had four hits. St. Paul got two
home runs from Tom Ulichny and
one each from Paul Raphael and
Tom Engleman and totaled 14 hits.

St. Jude pitcher Frank Chupko
thrilled the exuberant fans when he
demonstrated a picture-perfect cov-
erage of first to complete the out.
Teammate Stan Grausso made a great
running catch behind second and
also made a leaping snag then fired
to first to complete a double play.

St. Paul’s Tony Giannaci made a
great diving catch at third, Raphael
made a fine grab in center and pitcher
Steve Mihansky initiated a second-
to-first double play.

The “Paul” men took advantage of
the undermanned St. Jude defense
and battered them with six runs. Af-
ter Joe Shea singled, Raphael,
Ulichny and Engleman followed with
home runs. Later, Mihansky and Bill
Zechman both singled and scored.

The roof caved in for St. Paul when
St. Jude scored a merry-go-round of
12 runs. Dennis Hercel, Bill
Lawrence and Tony Perfilio each

SECONDARY IS MORE MATURE; ‘MAC’ LEADS AT QB

Blue Devil Gridmen Will Not
Be Victimized by ‘Big’ Plays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The “big” play seemed to be the
deciding factor between having an
above .500 season and the 3-7 record
that the Westfield High School foot-
ball team wound up with last year.
No less than 18 “big” plays, which
resulted in touchdowns, perhaps de-
cided the outcome of six of the Blue
Devils’ losses.

“The big play killed us last year,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina. “We were a very com-
petitive team. Take away the big

plays and it was a whole different
season.”

Don’t count on that happening too
much this year. Several faster, more
mature, competitive players makeup
the secondary.

“A lot of the kids who played last
year are back. And when you come
back as a junior you have a little
more savvy. That game experience
is very valuable,” commented
Tranchina.

Senior Mike Mroz, who led the
team in tackles last year with 131,
returns with the most secondary ex-

perience followed by juniors Jay
Cook and Jim McKeon, both with
experience in the secondary. Addi-
tionally, juniors Jim Mitchell, Rich
Miller, Laquan McCoy and Pedro
Riuz offer depth and speed.

“Our whole team is faster than last
year,” pointed out Tranchina. “We
just have quicker kids. A lot of them
ran track in the spring which really
helped their speed.”

Starting at quarterback will be se-
nior Ryan MacDonald, who com-
pleted 13 of 36 passes for 184 yards.

SCHILLER, WILLIAMS , FRESHWATER SPELL VERSATILITY

Raiders Stress Team Effort;
Offer a New Offensive Look

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There may not be a one-man of-
fensive machine quite like Nathan
Jones nor a super-huge interior line
like last year, but this season, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team offers some versatility
and may be more difficult for oppos-
ing teams to figure out.

Coming off his best year as Raider
Head Coach, Steve Ciccotelli does
not want this year’s team to be com-
pared with the 1999 squad that fin-

ished with a 9-2 record, outscored
their opponents 305-149, qualified
for the North Jersey, Section 2 Group
3 tournament as the second-seeded
team then humbled the 17th-ranked
Farmers from Union, 27-13, in their
Thanksgiving Day classic — the first
time in memory that the Raiders
have beaten Union.

“We have a tradition that last year’s
team has set. And it’s one that we
have to uphold. We need a full team
effort. It’s not ‘I’ it’s ‘we’”, said
Ciccotelli.

Jones rushed for 2,439 yards –

the 400 meters at the Spring Track
Meet of Champions last year.

“Ray has great speed and works
very hard in practice. He is doing a
great job in catching passes and run-
ning pass routes,” commented
Ciccotelli. “And Steve, I’m impressed
with him. He has worked very hard in
camp.”

When asked that Ray Williams
may be considered to have breakaway
speed, Ciccotelli answered, “That’s
what we are hoping.”

The combination of both Will-
iams’ and Schiller could be deadly.

“I am very pleased with the way
Brian has been throwing the ball.
He makes better reads and makes a
lot less mistakes than he did last
year,” pointed out Ciccotelli. “He’s
much more mature, and we are go-
ing to take advantage of that.”

Who can forget Pavoni, who per-
formed several game-saving plays
and the powerful Cousar? Both will
add plenty of offensive punch and
defensive doggedness.

Freshwater has some big shoes to
fill but can be expected to make a
sizable impact this season. “Nathan
is Nathan. Clifton is a different type
runner and I believe that he is a more
powerful runner inside than Nate
was,” commented Ciccotelli. “He can
catch and block. The problem was he
was behind Nathan last year.”

Senior PAT kicker Doug Gilli hit
37 of 42 for a fine 88 per cent average
last year.

“Got him back! He’s very solid,”
said Ciccotelli.

Ron Jenerette, Dave Herrmann,
Dan Loomis and Bob Dinsmore, who
have since graduated, made up most
of last year’s huge offensive and de-
fensive line. What’s left?

“Lineman wise, we have a mix of
guys who are fighting for spots,” said
Ciccotelli. “Because we had such a
good year, they did get some playing
time last year. They are great young
kids who are going to be real good
football players but they must ma-
ture very quickly. We lost a lot on
defense but have changed things
around a little bit.”

The Raiders open with the
Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs at
Untermann Field in Newark on Fri-
day, September 8, at 8 p.m.

nearly 1.4 miles – for 35 touch-
downs and added 227 yards receiv-
ing with another touchdown. Then
on defense, from his safety posi-
tion, he led the Raiders with 59
tackles and five interceptions in
addition to having 26 assists and
two fumble recoveries.

But what will the Raiders do this
year?

The Raiders do have experience in
the offensive backfield with seniors
Gary Cousar at fullback and Clifton
Freshwater at halfback and juniors

Brian Schiller at quarterback and
back Andy Pavoni. Also there is clout
on the receiving end with juniors
Ray and Steve Williams.

“We have Schiller, Cousar, Fresh-
water and Pavoni, who have plenty
of playing time” said Ciccotelli posi-
tively. “And we have two fine tall,
fast junior wide outs who will help
open it up more than we did last year.
We are going to have a more multiple
look, run and pass.”

There is no doubt that Ray Will-
iams is the “real deal” when it comes
to speed since he finished seventh in

CULINANE FIRES 4 HITTER, ZIPLER DAZZLES ON ‘D’

Russell ‘Road Crew’ Leaves
Shady Lane in Disrepair

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A 16-hit bombardment and play-
off style defense backed up by a four-
hitter from ace pitcher Tom Culinane
put the Russell Road (Sun Tavern)
team on the favorable side of a 12-2
victory over Shady Lane in the first
game of a best-of-three semifinal
series of the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball Association (FOMSA) at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on Au-
gust 24. The victory placed the “Road
Crew” one victory closer to claiming
their seventh-straight FOMSA title.

Culinane was deadly as he allowed
singles only to Rob Denner, Kevin
Filipski, Neil Kamler and Joe
Herbert. Walking his first man – Tony
Ciullo – in the fourth, Culinane
yielded just two more by game’s end.

Russell Road’s Steve Filiaci dam-
aged Shady Lane the most as he
stomped across the plate three times
and slashed three singles. Left-
handed pull hitter Pat Brady baffled
the Laners by spraying singles to
center, right and left fields, respec-
tively, and knocking in two runs.

Russell shortstop Kevin Zipler was

involved in eight of the 18 putouts
and performed like a magician in
three of them. In the fourth, he teamed
with second baseman Eric Birnbaum
to execute a perfectly-timed putout.
In the fifth, he demonstrated his fan-

tastic adjustment to smother a chop-
per and fire to first for the out, then in
the sixth, Zipler initiated a smooth
second-to-first double play.

Zipler started a two run spurt in the
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WILLIAMS WALLOPS HR, 4 RBI; STRANIERO GETS 3 RBI

‘Mighty’ Michaels Out-Shoot
Wounded ‘James Gang’, 14-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ouch! Once in contention for first
place in the Angels Division, the
bang, bang, shoot em up St. James
“Gang” has recently found itself on
the short side of most gun battles.
This time, mighty St. Michael held
the quality ammunition and seized a
14-7 victory at Brookside Park in

Scotch Plains on August 23.
Holding the biggest bazooka, was

St. Mike’s Brian Williams, who wal-
loped a two-run homer, drilled two
doubles and drove in four runs in the
16-hit assault. Tom Straniero did
some bombarding of his own with
three hits, two runs scored and three
RBI and St. Mike teammate Tony
Perconte pounded three hits, scored

three runs and added an RBI.
Jim Deegan crunched a solo home

run and singled for the James “Gang”
who cracked 11 hits. “Gang” leader
Jim Hoelzel and Don Rowbotham
each banged a double and a single
and knocked in two runs.

St. Michael had the best fortune in
the field as four fine plays prevented
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BOONE GETS 5 HITS, ULICHNY WHACKS 2 HOMERS

St. Jude’s 23-Hits Bounce
Powerful Paul From Playoffs

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
THE MIGHTY QUINN…Jack Quinn of St. Michael makes a mighty cut at the ball and whacks it toward short in the game
against St. James. The mighty “Mikes” wounded the James “Gang”, 14-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ST. FRANK CHUPKO…Frank Chupko of St. Jude prepares to take a wicked
cut at the softball in the second inning against St. Paul.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
NAILED AT THE PLATE…Russell Road’s Rob Rowland is nailed at the plate
by Shady Lane catcher Mark Faller in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TRYING TO MAKE THE TAG ON TIME…St. Paul’s Floyd Roberts makes the tag on St. Michael’s Al Rezza as he slides
into second base. Rezza was safe and St. Michael defeated St. Paul, 14-11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TALKING TO THE BACKFIELD…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head Football
Coach Steve Ciccotelli discuses matters with members of the offense. Pictured,
left to right, are: halfback Clifton Freshwater, quarterback Brian Schiller,
fullback Gary Cousar, Ciccotelli and back Andrew Pavoni. The Raiders open
against Shabazz at Untermann Field in Newark on September 8 at 8 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WORKING ON OPEN-FIELD TACKLING…The Westfield High School Blue Devils work on their open-field tackling
as Head Coach Ed Tranchina evaluates what more should be done. The Blue Devils open against Cranford in Union on
September 8 at 8 p.m.


