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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your Cellular Accessory Needs.

All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network
 phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation

of service on select plans. Terms and conditions
apply. See store for details

132 East Broad St � Westfield
908-789-5302

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$5000 NOKIA REBATE
ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY NOKIA DIGITAL MULTI-NETWORK PHONE

Mail in and receive a $50 rebate ATM card with purchase of any Nokia phone

500 NIGHT & WEEKEND MINUTES AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR
12 Months on Either AT&T Digital or Regional Advantage Plans

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

NEW!
DIGITAL ADVANTAGE

CALLING PLANS
NEW!

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

120 Min. - $29.99

200 Min. - $39.99

400 Min. - $49.99

600 Min. - $69.99

1000 Min. - $99.99

1600 Min. - $149.99

250 Min. - $29.99

400 Min. - $39.99

600 Min. - $49.99

800 Min. - $69.99

1200 Min. - $99.99

2000 Min. - $149.99

3000 Min. - $199.99

OFFER EXPIRES 08/31/00

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

In Business Since 1988
License & Business Permit # 9314

Pay: $10.00 per hour w/o experience
$11-$15 per hour with experience

Women Give New Meaning to ‘Soccer Moms’
As They Don Cleats for Serious Competition

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — They give
new meaning to the term “soccer
mom.” Twelve women, 11 from
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, one from
Westfield, have gone beyond cheer-
ing and coaching their kids from the
sidelines to don cleats and shin guards
of their own to play the game.

Kathy Cornwell of Scotch Plains
was the impetus behind the local
women’s team after she was invited to
play at Montclair’s Soccer Domain
by Karen Bredlau, the assistant coach
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s U-11
girls’ team.

When Rahway’s Center Circle soc-
cer facility opened, organizers reached
out to area soccer moms who might
be interested in playing league soccer

rather than simply watching it. Mrs.
Cornwell turned to the athletes she
knew in town — some had played
soccer, others had not — and began to
build a team.

None of the team members played
soccer in college; a few played in high
school; others played on club teams.

“Most of us have some connection
to the game in town,” explained Mrs.
Cornwell, who has three daughters.
“The majority of us coach our kids.”

The 30- and 40-something locals
prefer to play in Montclair. They feel
they are better matched to the inter-
mediate level of play available to
them at Soccer Domain. In Rahway,
competing against younger women in
their ‘20s, most of whom played in
college, they cannot be as competi-
tive as they would like.

Games take place twice a week at
night. Finding time to practice is tough
because of conflicting schedules.
Sometimes the team will meet for a
pick up game where their kids can
play, too. Balancing work, husbands,
children and home is something the
women have become pretty good at.

Though the team, “The Bomb,”
officially carries a dozen players, the
women actually play seven against
seven on the field. They like to have
two substitutes on the sidelines.

The Bomb carries more players
than it needs for a game because, as
Fanwood resident Jody Udelsman
said, “People work, they’ve got kids.
Things come up.” Mrs. Udelsman is
the mother of two boys and coach of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood U-12 girls’
soccer team.

“For me, it’s the camaraderie of
playing a team sport,” she said. “The
exercise is a big thing. I’d much rather
play three hours of soccer than hop on
a treadmill for a half hour.

“At age 40, to be able to come back
and score...it’s a great feeling. It’s an
uplifting kind of thing, a different
kind of experience than what we have

at home or work.”
The game is not without its haz-

ards, however. Players Sally Depew
and Kathleen Leistikow were side-
lined with torn ligaments suffered in
two separate games.

“It gets rough,” admitted Mrs.
Cornwell. “We do get bruised and
bloodied. But that’s sort of part of the
fun. We have to behave all day. It’s a
chance to let loose a little and be
competitive.”

Looking ahead, some members of
the team are hoping to hone their
soccer skills at a morning clinic this
fall, sponsored by the Montclair league.

“We all would like to be taught,”
said Mrs. Cornwell. “We love this
game...hardly anybody misses a
game.”

The other members of the team are
Jo Gassler, Pat Hambleton, Maureen
Baker, Dorrie Ross, Bonnie Thomp-
son, Colleen Kruyper and Mary
Manganiello.

The mother of four girls, Mrs.
Gassler is the assistant coach for the
girls’ U-10 team in town. She got
involved in women’s soccer for the
socialization and the exercise.

A resident of Scotch Plains, Mrs.
Gassler knew the game because her
brothers played, not because she her-
self played as a kid.

“Remember,” she said, “it was the
‘70s. There were no girls’ teams.”

She chuckled at the prospect of
being “carded” by the Montclair
league when the fall season opens.
Like the youth teams, the women will
have to present cards to officials prior
to the start of each game to verify they
are who they say they are. Carding
prevents ineligible players from com-
ing along to pad a team.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
women’s team is very open to new
players and building a league of its
own. Anyone interested in more in-
formation should contact Mrs.
Cornwell at (908) 654-7628.

JCC’s Annual Maccabi Games Showcase
Local Athletes in Olympic Style Competition

By JAMIE DOUGHER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STATEN ISLAND, NY — The
Maccabi Games, the Jewish Com-
munity Centers (JCC) of North
America’s version of the Olympics,
take place this week in Staten Island.
The event, in which Scotch Plains
and Westfield residents participate,
will showcase the abilities of some
of the area’s most talented athletes.

The JCC of Staten Island hosts the
competition of middle and high
school students from eight countries
and 34 JCCs. This is the second year
the JCC of Central New Jersey has
decided to send athletes from our
region. Some of the sports available
for contention are baseball, basket-
ball, gymnastics, swimming, tennis
and track and field.

Richard Corman, Executive Di-
rector of the JCC of Central New
Jersey, visited the site of the Games,
the College of Staten Island, on
Monday and offered his perspective
on the event.

“Each delegation to the event
brings pins that are different in color,
shape, or form, and each person is
given about 10 or 20,” he explained.

Mr. Corman expressed how the
pins are a great conversation opener
because the kids trade the pins with
people from other delegations, thus
allowing them to interact with each
other in a way that they probably
would not be able to without the
pins.”

The Scotch Plains and Westfield
swimmers, Walter Biner and Rachel
Lazar, respectively, hope to reach
victory in the pool. Also joining the
two swimmers are Eyal Abramson
and Aviad Pick, both visiting the area
from Israel.

Parents and delegation heads
Darren and Harriet Schulman com-
mented, “Their addition adds excite-
ment and Israeli flavor and spirit to
the event.”

Mr. Corman feels that the organiz-
ers of the Maccabi Games will “ac-
centuate the guests visiting from
abroad” in hopes to show the Ameri-
cans how they can relate with people
from faraway places such as Austra-
lia, Israel, Venezuela, Canada, Great
Britain and Mexico.

The swimmers competed Monday
and received the silver medal in the
relay medley, making New Jersey
second only to the Australian team,
which won the gold. It is an impres-

sive feat, according to Mr. Corman,
who could not believe the “scope of
the games...there were 1,100 ath-
letes there from all over the world.”

A basketball team composed of seven
Westfield boys and one from Scotch
Plains also hoped to triumph in New
York. Chip Benisch, Michael Charmatz,
Matt Chazanow, Steven Erlich, Dan
Hertz, Steven Krakauer, Rory
Schulman, and Jason Tammam of
Westfield, along with Scott Hyman of
Scotch Plains look to represent the area
well with their talents on the court.
Unfortunately, they lost to Montreal but
still put forth excellent effort.

Accompanying the athletics, other
exciting events will occur for the
teens to take part in during their stay
in New York. They have the Opening
Ceremonies, held at Madison Square
Garden, to commence the week-long

Maccabi Games. There are also ex-
hibits featuring issues that interest
teens, in addition to educational dis-
plays about topics such as the Holo-
caust. Not to mention parades, a Day
of Caring and Sharing, Israeli Night,
and Tzedakah, which means charity.

The Day of Caring and Sharing
signifies that while participating in
some of their favorite sports, they
will also be given the opportunity to
aid and volunteer by feeding the
homeless, visiting children’s hospi-
tals, and even collaborating with ath-
letes from the Special Olympics.

The Maccabi Games are thus not
only about the athletics. The Games
serve as a way for teens to experience
what it’s like to be from another part
of the world while having fun volun-
teering and encountering a wide ar-
ray of cultures.

Michael Stamberger

Westfield’s Michael Stanberger Makes Field
At 100th U.S. Amature Championship

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Michael Stamberger, 28, quali-
fied for the 300-plus-man field at this
week’s 100th U.S. Amateur Golf
Tournament, held at the Baltusrol
Golf Club in Springfield.

The U. S. Amateur is the oldest
major golf championship in the
United States. As an amateur sport-
ing event, it ranks on a level with the
Olympics. Past champions include
Jack Nicklaus, Mark O’Meara, John
Cook, Justin Leonard, Phil Mickelson
and (three times) Tiger Woods.

Mr. Stamberger, who qualified for
the tournament by playing in a pre-
liminary tournament at Royce Brook
Country Club in Somerville, thus
establishes himself as one of the 300
or so best amateur golfers in the
United States.

He has played in the tournament
twice before.

“I’ve had limited success,” Mr.
Stamberger said. “Nothing spectacu-
lar.”

Mr. Stamberger now works as an
equities trader for Jefferies & Com-
pany in New York City. He is a 1990
graduate of the Wardlaw-Hartridge
School.

He learned to play golf, starting at
age three, at the Plainfield Country
Club and credits former Plainfield
CC head pro Mike Gray as one of his

mentors.
Mr. Stamberger explained that he

has recently had his amateur standing
reinstated by the United States Golf
Association (USGA), the organiza-
tion that sponsors the U.S. Amateur.

Before that reinstatement, he
played as a professional on the Nike
Tour, golf’s minor league tour, now

called the Buy.com Tour, and on
some of what are called “mini-tours.”

The U. S. Amateur is a long, gru-
eling event, starting off with a “medal
round,” where all 300-plus entrants
compete on the basis of total score
for two 18-hole rounds over two days.

The best 64 scorers in the medal
round advance to a five-round, single
elimination match play format. On
the final day, the winner must play as
many as 36 holes to defeat the last
challenger.

Unfortunately, on the first day, Mr.
Stamberger shot a 77, six over par.
That score placed him at 150th in the
field. Reached that night by The
Westfield Leader, he groaned, “I
played terrible. I’m going to bed.”
He had an early tee time the next day.

The next day, Mr. Stamberger shot
a 76 and missed the 64-man cut.

“I’m going back to work,” he said.
But he was looking forward to his

next tournament.
“I’ve also qualified for the U.S.

Mid-Amateur, which is limited to
players of 25 and over — no college
kids,” he explained. “I like my
chances in that one.”


