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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

www.westfieldnj.com

Offer Expires 8-31-00

Sale hours: Monday thru Saturday 10-5:30; Evenings:Tuesday &-Thursday ‘til 9; Sunday 1-5
SPECIAL SAVINGS ON STICKLEY, HENKEL-HARRIS, STATTON, E.J.VICTOR, DIMES, WIDDICOMB, KARGES.

HANCOCK &
MOORE
Leather Recliner.
SALE:-$999.

STATTON  Bedroom 50% off. STICKLEY  Mission Sale

STATTON
TV  Cabinet

SAVE-45%

HICKORY CHAIR Upholstery Sale
Suffolk Sofa from $1359.

D.R. DIMES
Guilford Cupboard

Valley Furniture Shop
ANNUAL SUMMER SALE

Valley Furniture Shop
                         Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 - (908) 756-7623          33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07069 - (973) 427-1848

SAVE 30 - 50%
SOUTHWOOD Upholstery Sale
SAVE-40% off manufacturer’s retail

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Feltville/Glenside Park Archeological Dig
Reveals 19th Century Life in Community

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s note: This is the first part of
a two-part series. The second part will
appear in the issue of September 7.

* * * * *
Just beyond the Scotch Plains bor-

der, on the outskirts of Berkeley
Heights, nestled deep within the
Watchung Mountains, stand the
crumbling and partially buried re-
mains of a once prosperous 19th
century village.

Designed and operated by indus-
trialist David Felt in the 1840s, the
town of Feltville incorporated all of
the amenities of a completely self-
sufficient city, including a school, a
church, a general store, a paper/sta-
tionary mill and a variety of skilled
artisans for the benefit of the factory
workers who resided and worked in
this picturesque woodland village.

Feltville was Mr. Felt’s Utopian
vision of a prosperous community
for his factory employees. An ideal-
istic Unitarian, he attempted to cre-
ate a better quality of life for his
laborers, providing them with not
only adequate housing and decent
working conditions, but also with
quality education and a religious
environment to better incorporate his
workers into the mainstream of
American life.

The only paved road leading into
the town, Cataract Hollow Road,
winds through the woods to a row of
19th Century Colonial cottages that
hover on a bluff above the Blue Brook.

At the base of the bluff, the
crumbled stone foundation of sev-
eral mills mark the various sites of
once-prosperous industries along the
banks of the Blue Brook. A complex
series of dams created a raceway of
water power to the mills.

Only nine of the original 22 cabins
remain standing today. Also called
bank houses, because they are built
into the sloping hillside, their weath-
ered planks and thick, square nails
reveal the age of the early Colonial
structures.

Behind the cottages, halfway down
the rocky ravine, on what is called
the lower road, several weathered
wood-plank houses dot the stony gray
hillside.

Now just a rocky dirt trail,
Ackerman Road once connected the
village with the town of Scotch Plains.

The 120-acre wooded site is now
the subject of The Feltville Archeo-
logical Project, co-directed by
Montclair State University, the New
Jersey Historical Commission and
the Union County Department of
Parks. Montclair University Arche-
ology Professor Matthew Tomaso

coordinates a team of research pro-
fessionals and students for the project.

Professor Tomaso has written an
in-depth history of the Feltville site,
The Field Manual for the Feltville
Archeological Project, from which
much of the information for this ar-
ticle was taken.

The Feltville dig serves a number
of purposes. It provides students with
hands-on field experience in a pro-
fessionally-supervised dig. The site’s
discoveries will be incorporated into
an upcoming educational museum
managed at the site by the Union
County Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and the New Jersey Histori-
cal Commission.

P r o f e s s o r
Tomaso’s disser-
tation will also
piece together a
picture of what
19th century life
was like for the
immigrant fac-
tory workers of
Feltville.

Several loca-
tions within the
site, identified as
homesteads on
old maps, have
proven to be
plentiful sources
of artifact frag-
ments which
P r o f e s s o r
Tomaso’s team
has collected and catalogued.

Limestone, which was dumped into
privy-holes to extinguish the odor,
also preserved seeds, bones and other
organic remains, revealing the resi-
dents’ diets and economic status.

Although Mr. Felt had an ideology
of humanitarian concern for the work-
ing class, it did not extend to sharing
living quarters or other amenities
with them. The privy remains show
differences in diet between Mr. Felt’s
workers and visiting dignitaries, who
used the more exclusive outhouse
behind his office.

Other common objects found by
the research team include tobacco
pipes, buttons, tools and fragments
of clothing. Most of the objects, ac-
cording to Professor Tomaso, are
only tiny fragments. Rarely do they
find items whole and intact.

A remaining cellar hole, located at
the eastern margin of Feltville along
the abandoned road bed of Old New
Providence Road, is thought to be
the original homestead of Peter
Willcocks (later changed to Wilcox),
one of the earliest settlers in the area.
According to early historical ac-
counts, Mr. Felt purchased the land

from one of the Willcockses. A grave
stone belonging to John Willcocks,
dated 1776, was found by a local
historical society at the site. A later
map indicated that the owner of the
same home was Hannah Badgeley.

There are numerous Wilcox and
Badgeley gravesites in the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church Cemetery, who
are believed to be descendants of
these early Feltville settlers.

Mr. Felt sold the land in 1860 and
the village changed hands five times,
suffering multiple economic failures
before being purchased by Warren
Ackerman in 1882.

Mr. Ackerman adapted the Feltville
area for use as a resort known as

been abandoned, ac-
cording to Professor
Tomaso’s historical
field manual.

By 1927, most of
the original Felt prop-
erty was purchased by
Union County, its cur-

rent owner. Today, only one of the
cottages remains in private hands.

Residents of the park rent the cot-
tages from Union County and are
responsible for their upkeep and pro-
tecting the historical site from van-
dalism or trespassing.

Although the park is open to the
public, visitors are only permitted on
the main road.

In 1979, nomination to the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places afforded the area and struc-
tures further protection from demo-
lition. The Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation has
launched a restoration plan, which
will protect and preserve the histori-
cal integrity of the structures.

The church store has been exten-

sively rehabilitated and will become
an interpretive center within the next
few years. Masker’s Barn, the only
surviving structure built during the
Glenside Park era, is due for reha-
bilitation this year.

Other contributors to the project
include Stanley Walling, Director
of the Field School for Montclair
State University and Richard Veit,
Professor of Archeology at
Monmouth University who are co-
directors and research consultants

Glenside Park. By adding Adirondack
hardwood, also called twig and stick
style to porches, and by adding dor-
mers to the small cottages, Mr.
Ackerman converted the farming/
milling village into a tourist attrac-
tion for the middle class.

Glenside Park functioned as a re-
sort until 1916 when the property
was subdivided for purchase by indi-
viduals. Part of the archeological
research is separating artifacts and
structural features of the early
Feltville period from those objects
left during the Ackerman/Glenside
Park occupation.

Among the many folkloric local
legends which surround Feltville is
the myth of it being an abandoned or
deserted village. Feltville has never

for the project. Priscilla Hayes, a
local historian has also contributed
historical information and is pre-
paring a social history of the area.
Union County Director of Parks
Maintenance and Planning Daniel
Bernier, who lives in one of the
cottages, was also an integral part of
the renovation process.

Professor Tomaso expects that the
site will remain an area of extensive
archeological field investigation for
many years to come.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE ECHO OF DAYS GONE BY…These structures which are located in the Feltville Deserted Village
in Watchung Reservation hearken back to days long ago. Pictured, left, is the renovated home which was
the office to Mr. Felt’s business. It was changed to a residence in the late 1800s. The current building has
been renovated and is occupied as a private residence in the village. Pictured, right, is an original home
of Mr. Felt’s mill workers.
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CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

• NO PAYMENTS OR
   INTEREST FOR 12 MOS.!
• REDUCE ELECTRIC BILLS BY
   50% OVER A 15-20 YEAR OLD UNIT

Plus...GET UP TO $1000
IN UTILITY REBATES!*

Now Thru Aug. 25, 2000

END of SEASON

AIR CONDITIONING
SALE

* With a combined purchase of hi-efficiency heating & cooling.

Prices Slashed


