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One Cacciola Tenant Gets Relocation Money;
Another Must Go to Court, Mayor Says

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Landlord and real estate developer
Ralph Rapuano has agreed to pay his
tenant Janet Rice $1,500 to cover her
relocation costs. Mrs. Rice and her
family live at 523 Central Avenue in
one of five houses owned by Mr.
Rapuano and slated for demolition.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
personally intervened to resolve the
dispute over relocation costs.

In a developer’s agreement with
the Westfield, arranged by Mayor
Jardim, Mr. Rapuano agreed to pay
for the relocation of his tenants in the
five houses located between 529 and
517 Central Avenue. The demoli-
tion, set to begin this summer, will
make way for a 23-unit apartment/
townhouse development that Mr.
Rapuano plans on building at that
location.

According to Mrs. Rice, Mr.
Rapuano told her months ago to con-
tact Weichert Realty to obtain reloca-
tion assistance. However, Mrs. Rice
said that Weichert would not return her
numerous calls. When she called the
Rapuano home, Mrs. Rapuano told her
that Mr. Rapuano was not responsible
for helping her in any way.

Mrs. Rice said that, even though she
has had to lay out thousands of dollars
in security for her new residence, she
was pleased with Mr. Rapuano’s offer
and satisfied that the town and the
Mayor did the right thing.

“Being able to help people is the
part of the job that I love,” Mayor
Jardim told The Westfield Leader. “I
told Mr. Rapuano that I wanted this
situation resolved by the following
morning.”

Mrs. Rice and her family, which
includes her husband, her adult
daughter, her son-in-law and their
seven grandchildren, are sad to
leave the house where their chil-
dren grew up, but glad that they
will be moving to a nicer home in
Roselle Park.

“My granddaughter was born here.

This house has many memories, and
it’s a shame that it has to be torn
down,” Mrs. Rice said.

Other tenants of Mr. Rapuano’s,
John Nelson and Deborah Nelson
(no relation), who live at 529 Central
Avenue, have reported that Weichert
Realty was instructed by Mr. Rapuano
not to help them.

Mr. Rapuano has claimed that the
relocation agreement covered only
certain residents and that other resi-
dents had signed relocation waivers.

Mr. Nelson stated that he did not
know he was signing a relocation

waiver because of his poor eyesight,
but was “encouraged by Mr. Rapuano
to sign it anyway.”

According to Mayor Jardim, that
relocation waiver is legally binding
and can only be contested by Mr.
Nelson taking Mr. Rapuano to court.

“Legally, there is nothing else that
the town can do about it,” the Mayor
explained.

The Mayor also said that because
Ms. Nelson was a subtenant of Mr.
Nelson’s and because they are no
relation, she is, unfortunately, not
covered by the relocation agreement.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
RIDING THE RED FIRE ENGINE…Westfielders Jacqueline and Gabrielle Buckman learned what it was like to ride
in an antique fire engine at a recent Car Show in downtown Westfield. The event, which is sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, will return to town on Tuesday, August 22, from
7 to 9 p.m.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
GATHERING TOGETHER…A group of children varying in age convened one
recent summer afternoon to hold a small discussion session and bask in the
summer sun on the lawn of First Methodist Church in Westfield.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
STAR POWER…Arlene Burstein of Westfield, known as the biggest fan to
Shirley Alston Reeves of “The Shirelles,” caught up on old times with Ms. Reeves
before a free concert offered by Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders in
Echo Lake Park August 2. Ms. Burstein proudly wears a T-shirt that lists some
of Ms. Reeves’ hits such as: “Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow” and “Dedicated
to the One I Love.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Haulers React to State Legislation
Banning Early A.M. Trash Pickups

By JOSH HAMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“We could live with the 1993 gar-
bage ordinance,” says Jerry Infantino,
who has co-owned the trash collec-
tion business Infantino Brothers since
1970. “I hope that if this new bill that
was passed by the Assembly becomes
a law, the Town Council writes an
ordinance similar to the one they
wrote in ’93.”

The 1993 Westfield Town Council
ordinance that Mr. Infantino dis-
cussed was passed due to complaints
from town residents that the private
garbage haulers they contracted with
were collecting their trash too early,
and waking them up in the process.

The ordinance stated that trash
haulers could operate trucks and pick
up garbage in residential neighbor-
hoods from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday
through Saturday. However, those
time regulations did not apply to
certain streets that were deemed busy
and commercial, despite the fact that
homes were located along them.

They included: Mountain Avenue,
East Broad Street, West Broad Street,
Lamberts Mill Road, North Avenue,
South Avenue, Rahway Avenue, Cen-
tral Avenue, and Clark Street (be-
tween North Avenue and Tuttle Park-
way).

These restrictions on the permit-
ted hours of operation, as well as the
division of streets into categories of
residential or commercial, would be
overlooked in the event of inclement
weather, national holidays and labor
strikes.

One year later, the ordinance was
dissolved by Union County Superior
Court Assignment Judge Edward W.
Beglin, Jr. due to the legal efforts of
only three haulers.

“Of the three garbage collectors
who took the Town Council to court,
only one is still in business,” ex-
plained Peter Furino of RND Dis-
posal. “I am definitely against pick-
ing trash up at 2 or 4:30 in the morn-
ing.”

Mr. Infantino added, “The one
hauler (who challenged the Town
Council but is still alive commer-
cially) woke me up not that long ago
at 3 a.m. I can understand people

who live in residential areas com-
plaining about that.”

The bill to which Mr. Infantino
referred earlier would allow local
governments in towns like Westfield
to control the times when trash haul-
ers can operate their trucks and pick
up garbage. It was passed unani-
mously by the State Assembly ear-
lier this year with support from As-
semblyman and former Westfield
Mayor Richard H. Bagger (R-22nd).

The State Senate is expected to
vote on the legislation when its mem-
bers return from summer recess.

Mr. Infantino insisted that garbage
collectors need to complete their jobs
on the busy streets, especially those
in the business district, before 6 a.m.

“You’ve got to be there before 6
a.m.,” he said. “Otherwise, it’s a
traffic jam.” For a while, Mr. Infantino
tried to compromise with residents
living on traffic-filled avenues by

coming after 6 a.m.
“The last straw happened on De-

cember 10, 1988,” he recalled. “My
son was almost killed when a car
rear-ended my truck on North Av-
enue at 6:30 that morning. Now I do
the main streets between 5 and 6 a.m.
Residential streets are done after 6
a.m. One guy per month is killed
behind a garbage truck in this state.
You’ve got to be safe about it.”

The incident recounted by Mr.
Infantino marked the second time his
truck had been rear-ended on North
Avenue. Prior to the incident that
almost claimed the life of his son, his
truck had also been rear-ended on
Dudley Avenue and on Central Av-
enue.

Complaints continue to reach Mr.
Infantino from Westfield residents
who live in apartments above the
stores he services.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Planning Bd. OKs Party Stop Garage,
Grove-St./Columbus Ave. Land Swap

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Resolving what Planning Board
Chairman Martin Robbins described
as “a highly controversial issue,” the
Planning Board Monday unani-
mously approved a new storage ga-
rage at the rear of The Party Stop,
932 South Avenue. The new struc-
ture will replace two existing trailers
used to store tents, chairs and tables.

Abutters had objected to the struc-
ture at earlier Planning Board meet-
ings, citing increased traffic, lights
and noise in the parking lot from
trucks loading and unloading at the
site.

Only one neighbor appeared be-
fore the Board Monday, North Av-
enue resident Richard Thompson.
Robert Kraus, attorney for The Party
Stop owner Bruce Campbell, told
the Board that Mr. Campbell had
agreed to build an 80-foot fence at
the rear of Mr. Thompson’s property.
Mr. Thompson was satisfied that the
fence answered his objections to the
proposed new structure.

John Bober of Westfield Proper-
ties, a real estate developer on Lennox
Avenue, presented plans to the Plan-

ning Board and the Architectural
Review Board for a proposed three-
story office/apartment building at
1030 South Avenue. The Victorian-
style structure would replace an ex-
isting retail store.

Mr. Bober told the Planning Board
that his company needs to relocate to
larger quarters. The proposed build-
ing would give them 1,200 square
feet of office space on the ground
floor, while providing the neighbor-
hood with four to five rental apart-
ments on the second and third floors.

The board told Mr. Bober that,
although the proposed Victorian de-
sign was esthetically pleasing, the
three-story height with conical tow-
ers was out of character with the rest
of the neighborhood. They suggested
that the applicants scale down the
overall size of the building and re-
turn to the Board with revised plans.

The Planning Board gave final
approval to an application for a three-
lot subdivision, including a land swap
agreement between the town and real
estate developer Ralph Rapuano. The
three lots, off of Grove Street on the
paper street Columbus Avenue, ini-
tially included one lot fronting onto

Grove Street.
In the swap, the town will give Mr.

Rapuano a parcel of town-owned
land that adjoins the lot closest to
Grove Street. The agreement allows
that lot to face onto Columbus Av-
enue, which will become a dead-end
street, not opening onto Grove Street.

In return, Mr. Rapuano will give
the Town a wooded piece of land at
the end of Columbus Avenue, which
the Town will maintain as a perma-
nent buffer between Columbus Av-
enue and Grove Street.

The swap was engineered to sat-
isfy the wishes of neighbors on Grove
Street, who had concerns about in-
creased traffic congestion near their
homes.

In other business, Dominick Pardo,
President of Westfield Collision,
Windsor Avenue, was granted ap-
proval for a fence surrounding his
auto body repair shop. Mr. Pardo
explained to the Planning Board that
the fence was needed to keep chil-
dren from getting into the brook to
the rear of his property and to protect
the safety of cars stored in the park-
ing lot.

Neighbor Judy Monroe-Johnson
voiced objections to Mr. Pardo’s ini-
tial proposal for a six-foot chain-link
fence, which would abut her front
yard and extend down her driveway.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Officials Defend Arts Center,
Building’s Status Questioned

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Current and former school board
officials reiterated this week that the
Westfield school district has no plans
to sell its administration building on
Elm Street.

Current Board President Darielle
Walsh and her predecessor, Susan
Jacobson spoke to The Westfield
Leader following comments at
Tuesday’s Town Council meeting by
a local resident who has continually
advocated selling the building.

Joanne Hone of Topping Hill Road
said she wants the board to sell the
building and move its offices to the
Lincoln School building on Westfield
Avenue.

That building is currently under
lease to the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission for use
as a high school and alternative
school for handicapped and emo-
tionally disturbed students. That lease
comes up for renewal next year.

Mrs. Hone brought the matter to
the Council after hearing about the
proposed use of part of the Elm
Street building as a community arts
center. She indicated she is part of a
non-formal group of residents.

Members of the Westfield Com-
munity Arts Center Steering Group
have been looking into development
of a 484-seat arts center within the
building’s second floor, 15,000-
square-foot auditorium. Project costs
are estimated at between $700,000
and $800,000.

“All of a sudden this arts facility is
proposed. We are saying ‘arts facil-
ity for whom?’” she questioned. She
has called the arts facility a “disin-
genuous” attempt by the Board to
keep its offices in the Elm Street
building.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano said the arts center
discussions are “at the very early
stages.”

Mrs. Walsh emphasized that all
the money for the facility would be
raised through donations and grants.

Mrs. Hone said that since 1997,
“there has been an effort to propose
to the Board of Education that this
building be returned to the tax rolls
and the administration building be
sited at the Lincoln School.” She
also said a private developer would
enhance the Elm Street building’s
prospects as a tax ratable.

She said she wants the money from

the sale of the building to be used to
fund up arts programs in the district’s
nine schools.

Mrs. Walsh told The Westfield
Leader the revenue from the sale
would be needed just to pay for the
upgrade needed to make the switch
to the Lincoln School.

“Why would we sell an asset that
is so closely located to other school
facilities?” she questioned.

The Democratic Mayoral con-
tender this year, Mrs. Jacobson, said
the sale of the Elm Street building
would also have to include the ball
field in front of the building. She
indicated that the district was not
ready to give up that asset.

Mrs. Hone’s main objective, she
told The Leader, has been to reduce
the number of non-Westfield stu-
dents in order “to increase classroom
investment” for Westfielders.

“We have yet to see a red light as
to why this building shouldn’t be put
on the market,” she told the council.

Mrs. Walsh said the board “made a
decision (not to sell the building) and
we are moving on.”

Acting Mayor Lawrence A.
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WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for July 2000

Top 10 Response Categories

1. Falls (33) 6. Seizures (6)
2. Cardiac Pain (30) 7. Suspected Stroke (6)
3. Motor Vehicle Accidents (16) 8. Head/Neck Injury (5)
4. General Illness/Weakness  (16) 9. Suspected Fracture (5)
5. Respiratory (12) 10. Substance Abuse (5)

In-Town Emergency Calls: 205
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 13
Non Emergency Calls: 9
Total Calls: 227
Total Hours Out: 438:44
Total Volunteer Hours: 2,132.5

Please support your local Volunteer Rescue Squad. They support you!

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JULY 31
• Approximately $3,960 worth of

shoes was reported stolen from an
East Broad Street store.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1
• The theft of four leather jackets,

valued at a total of $1,192, was re-
ported from an East Broad Street
store.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2
• A Boynton Avenue resident re-

ported that someone fraudulently
opened a credit card account in her
name.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3
• A Stevens Avenue resident

claimed that a credit card applica-
tion was made out in her name.

• A Plainfield resident reported the
theft of his cellular telephone while
he was at a North Avenue department
store.

• A Pierson Street resident re-
ported that three unidentified ju-
veniles entered her garage via an
unlocked window. Nothing was
taken.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4
• Someone attempted to pry open

the front door of an apartment
above a store on West Broad Street.
However, entry to the premises
was not gained, according to po-
lice.

• Maria Surma, 32, of Elizabeth
was arrested and charged with
shoplifting after she allegedly at-
tempted to remove $191 worth of

clothing from a North Avenue de-
partment store. She was released
on her own recognizance with a
summons.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5
• A 17-year-old Westfield resident

was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated on Palsted Av-
enue. He was released to a respon-
sible adult.

• A dark brown, metal picture frame,
valued at $25, was reported stolen
from a Quimby Street store.

• A stereo, portable compact disk
player and steering wheel lock were
reported stolen from a 1992 Nissan
that was parked in the lot of a North
Avenue store. The total value of the
missing items was $930.

• An Austin Street resident re-
ported receiving obscene telephone
calls.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6
• The rear window of a motor

vehicle was smashed out at the north
side train station parking lot.

•An Ayliffe Avenue resident re-
ported receiving an obscene tele-
phone call.

MONDAY, AUGUST 7
• A Lawnside Place resident re-

ported the theft of his wallet, con-
taining his license, credit cards and
$160 in cash, at a South Avenue
delicatessen.

• An Osborn Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of $40 in cash from
a closet in her home.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SPRUCING UP AND EXPANDING…Lord & Taylor department store on North Avenue in Westfield has been getting
a facelift this summer. A third level is being added to the side of the building to expand the store.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garbage
Pick-Ups

“Some of them ask me to come
back at 8:30 a.m. instead of when I
arrive,” he said. “If I did that, it
would be a traffic nightmare.”

Adding to the pressure of collect-
ing garbage is the changing schedule
of the Rahway incinerator.

As Mr. Furino explained, “You
have to get to the Rahway incinera-
tor by 11:45 a.m. If you get there too
late on Saturday, let’s say, you’re
stuck with the trash until Monday.”

Mr. Infantino insisted, “We are
definitely against picking up trash at
2, 3, or 4 a.m. It’s crazy. The best
advice I can give to people on resi-
dential streets whose haulers pick up
way too early is to get another col-
lector.”

According to Mr. Furino, “In other
years, the Town Council would con-
sult with us (the waste haulers) to get
our input. Recently, we haven’t heard
from them.” He continued, “Like
anything else, you always hear about
the complaints, not about the com-
pliments we get.”

The fence, she said, would obscure
her sight-line when she backed out
of her driveway.

She also stated that she would
prefer a more aesthetically pleasing
fence.

After a short arbitration meeting,
James Machovich, attorney for Mr.
Pardo, reported back to the Planning
Board that his applicant would con-
sent to erecting a graduated board-
on-board fence, six feet high up to
Ms. Monroe-Johnson’s house, then
four feet high from her house to the
property line. Ms. Monroe-Johnson
accepted this proposal.

An application by Messercola
Brothers Realty Co. to build a three-
story office/apartment building at
900 South Avenue was postponed
until the next Planning Board meet-
ing, scheduled for Monday, Septem-
ber 11.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield
Planning Bd.
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Westfield
Town Council

Former Westfielder
Named Teacher of Year

Fanwood Council Set to OK
Streetscape Pact; Lamps,

New Sidewalks Highlight Plan

Scotch Plains Council Funds Improvements
For Seniors at Scotch Hills Country Club
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Township Council on Tues-
day night formally appropriated a
$150,000 grant from Union County
that will help pay for a variety of
improvements at Scotch Hills
Country Club.

As part of its Senior Focus initia-
tive, the county this year is award-
ing funds for communities to use to
improve services and facilities for
their senior citizen residents.

The nearly $350,000 in planned
renovations at the club, located at
the northeastern edge of the town-
ship, include the construction of a
new 1,200-1,500 square foot build-
ing that will house the pro shop,
presently located in the main build-
ing, as well as a new meeting room
and an enclosed area for the stor-
age of golf carts.

In addition, improvements will

be made to the main building itself,
including making improvements to
the existing rest rooms to make
them more compliant with the
Americans With Disabilities Act
(ADA), as well as installing a new
heating and air conditioning sys-
tem, new windows and new fur-
nishings.

An advisory committee made up
partly of senior citizens, who make
up about half of Scotch Hills’ mem-
bership, is meeting soon to peruse
architectural sketches of the pro-
posed improvements.

In addition to the county fund-
ing, the township has been able to
secure $75,000 in grants from the
state to help pay for the project. At
the Township Council’s meeting
on Tuesday night, Mayor Martin L.
Marks said that “hopefully, we’ll
see some movement (on the project)
by the end of the year.”

On another matter, the shared

services initiative between Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion moved another step forward
with the council’s approval of a
resolution authorizing Jersey Pro-
fessional Management (JPM) of
Cranford to continue providing ser-
vices to the Shared Services Com-
mittee, which is made up of repre-
sentatives from the two munici-
palities and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

The council also approved a reso-
lution authorizing JPM to prepare
and submit to the state a Regional
Efficiency Development Initiative
(REDI) grant application.

Councilman Frank P. Rossi ex-
plained to The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that REDI grants
assist localities in studying the fea-
sibility of sharing certain services
and then implementing the recom-
mendations of hired consultants.

He said the REDI program was
created specifically to pay for con-
sultants and to encourage sharing
of services between neighboring
communities.

He added that JPM has experi-
ence elsewhere in the region in
bringing towns together on shared
services initiatives. A JPM repre-
sentative attends all meetings of
the local Shared Services Commit-
tee and acts as the facilitator in
these gatherings, often suggesting
specific areas of possible coopera-
tion as well as doing much of the
work in researching the details of
actually providing services on a
joint basis.

In a separate but similar vein, the
council was also informed that
Fanwood will pay for half the cost
of two new flashing lights on Terrill
Road near Terrill Middle School,
something the Parent Teacher As-
sociations of both the middle school
and Cole Elementary School had
urged a year ago.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen earlier told the Council that,
with the Hetfield Avenue bridge
now closed to traffic for the next
two months while it is repaired and
resurfaced, the Board of Education
has been asked to immediately start
planning their bus routes for the
coming school year “so that we
don’t have a lot of confusion in
September.” The bridge closed in
late July, even though repairs to
nearby Crossway Place in Westfield
were not yet completed.

Township officials were waiting
for that roadway to be re-opened
before Hetfield’s repairs were be-
gun, but Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins said “we had to pull
the trigger on Hetfield and get that
started,” noting that “we’re going
to be one-to-two months into the
school year as it is.”

Separately, Mr. Atkins said the
improvements to Kramer Manor
Park should be completed this
month. The rainy weather of the
past two weeks has been the pri-
mary impediment to finishing the
project, which includes new fenc-
ing, irrigation systems and sod as
well as a new modular playground.

The council’s next regular meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- A special meet-
ing of the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil is scheduled for Thursday, Au-
gust 24, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council
Chambers, at which time officials
hope to award a contract for
streetscape work to be done in the
downtown.

The governing body, which re-
jected two bids for the work at a
special meeting on July 27, opted
to advertise for additional bids that
are due by Friday, August 18.

One of the initial bids came in at
a higher amount than what the bor-
ough had budgeted for the project.
The second bid was turned down
because, officials said, the com-
pany failed to provide clarification
on eight items as requested by the
municipality.

The project is part of a campaign
to help revitalize the local business
district through implementation of
a Victorian streetscape theme, in-
cluding 19th-century-style goose-
neck lamps and sidewalk renova-
tions.

Bids are being sought for con-
struction of streetscape lighting
foundations, electrical conduit
placement and concrete and deco-
rative paver block walkways in the
downtown area.

The lighting fixtures and
streetscape work will be funded
with $400,000 in state and county
grants that were awarded to
Fanwood last year for downtown
improvements.

Officials are anxious to get the
streetscape project underway since
the $300,000 county portion of the
money expires this month. It is
expected that the work will com-
mence as soon as a contract has
been awarded to a successful bid-
der.

The council was still reviewing
its prospects last week for acquir-
ing the Victorian motif pedestrian
lighting fixtures from Public Ser-
vice Electric & Gas. Fanwood has
the option of either purchasing or
leasing the lamps from the utility.

Officials expressed hope during
last Thursday’s regular council
meeting that a decision on whether
to lease or purchase the lamps
could be made at the August 24
meeting.

Also on tap that night is a pre-
sentation by Richard Preiss, a plan-
ner with Abeles Phillips Preiss and
Shapiro, Inc. of New York, who
was awarded a professional ser-
vice contract by the Borough Coun-
cil in June to perform a multi-
phase study of Fanwood’s down-
town.

Mr. Preiss is scheduled to give a
progress report on the work he is
doing for the borough, which in-
cludes performing a marketing
analysis of the downtown, followed
by a planning analysis and culmi-
nating with the development of a
strategic plan by the end of this
year.

The marketing analysis will con-
centrate on existing elements in
Fanwood’s business district and
prospective additions to the down-
town, such as possible creation of
a redevelopment zone over which
the governing body would have
control in terms of the types of
development allowed.

The planning analysis will fo-
cus on avenues for meeting the
needs of the downtown as outlined
in the marketing analysis. These
channels will be analyzed in fur-
ther detail in the Strategic Plan.

Mr. Preiss’ contract is being
funded through a Union County
urban planning grant and extends
through Sunday, December 31.

WESTFIELD – Lisa Griffith-Iredell
of Cranford, formerly of Westfield, was
honored as Teacher of the Year on June
2.

The Somerset County Governor’s
Teacher Recognition Program awards a
teacher at each school in the county for
excellence in education.

Mrs. Iredell has been teaching fourth
grade at Roosevelt School in Manville’s
school district in Somerset County for the
past three years. Previously, she taught

fourth grade for two years in Clark.
“Mrs. Iredell’s classroom has an atmo-

sphere of caring, concern and mutual
respect and is one in which the abilities of
all students are addressed and challenged,”
stated one principal for which Mrs. Iredell
worked.

During the awards luncheon at a coun-
try club in Bedminster Mrs. Iredell had
the opportunity to meet with the keynote
speaker, former New Jersey Governor
Thomas H. Kean.

Boro Council Tackles Policy
On Reimbursing Volunteers

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Borough officials
worked to hammer out a policy
last Thursday that would estab-
lish specific guidelines for reim-
bursing volunteers and others for
out-of-pocket expenses incurred
while conducting business on
Fanwood’s behalf.

A draft of the proposed policy,
which will include various ex-
penditure categories, is scheduled
to be presented at the governing
body’s agenda session on Wednes-
day, September 6, at 8 p.m.

Although elected officials, bor-
ough employees, consultants and
volunteers were all considered
during the discussion at last
week’s regular meeting, it remains
uncertain how many of these
groups will ultimately be included
under the new policy.

Expenditures incurred by
elected officials and employees
in the course of conducting busi-
ness for the borough are gener-
ally included in the annual mu-
nicipal budget, according to Bor-
ough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern.

Such costs are also covered un-
der most agreements with con-
sultants and contractors, while
volunteers typically do not incur
a lot of expenses, Mrs. McGovern
revealed.

The proposed policy was
prompted, in part, by reimburse-
ments which were made to
Clayton S. Pierce, a borough resi-
dent, for work he performed as a
full-t ime volunteer for the
Fanwood Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Committee (FDRC) between
January and April of this year.

Appointed by the governing body
in April to the paid position of Co-
ordinator to the FDRC, Mr. Pierce
conducts research and interviews
related to downtown revitalization,
in much the same capacity as when
he was a volunteer. The appoint-
ment is effective for one year.

Councilwoman Cynthia
Swindlehurst recently questioned
why Mr. Pierce had been com-
pensated for services rendered
while still a volunteer. She also
feared the practice could set a
precedent for others to bill the
borough for volunteer work.

According to Mayor Louis C.
Jung, Mr. Pierce was reimbursed
for certain out-of-pocket expendi-
tures during his time as a volunteer
because of the extensive amount of
work he conducted throughout that
period, including traveling and at-
tending conferences.

All members of the governing
body nevertheless concurred that
specific guidelines needed to be
established regarding reimburse-
ment for out-of-pocket expenses for
volunteers and other individuals.

During last week’s meeting,
council members offered input
on the categories which will likely
be covered under the upcoming
policy, as well as how to define

“reasonable” expenditures.
Among the topics reviewed

were telephone calls, meals,
transportation, supplies and out-
of-town lodging. Officials also
discussed who should be autho-
rized to approve reimbursements.

Council President Joel
Whitaker recommended that de-
partment heads or individual
boards and commissions be given
the authority to green light such
payments.

He argued that putting all such
decisions in the hands of the gov-
erning body would cause the pro-
cess to become “overly-bureau-
cratic” and take time away from
the council’s main function of
policy making.

Several council members last
week advocated spelling out spe-
cifically in the proposed policy
the types of expenditures indi-
viduals will or will not be reim-
bursed for, as well as setting caps
on expenses.

“We’re not a big corporation,”
Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell reminded her col-
leagues. “This is taxpayer money
we’re dealing with here.”

She proposed that allowances
could be set regarding the amount
of money for which individuals
could expect to be reimbursed by
the borough.

However, officials also cited
the need for flexibility under cer-
tain circumstances. As an ex-
ample, Mr. Whitaker noted that
while $150 may cover a one-
night stay at a hotel in many parts
of the country, the tab would be
higher to book practical accom-
modations in Washington, D.C.

It was suggested that meal al-
lowances be based on the length of
a trip, with increased stipends for
events — such as conventions —
which may require overnight stays
or exceed the normal work day.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz
noted that telephone calls definitely
need to be addressed in the policy,
since many people now use cellular
models. On the same subject, Mr.
Whitaker favored reimbursing in-
dividuals for directory assistant calls
to obtain non-local numbers or if
the situation was urgent.

Borough Attorney Wilfred P.
Coronato recommended that re-
imbursable expenditures also be
specifically defined in agreements
with consultants and contractors.

Councilman Thomas P. Ryan,
Jr. urged that individuals seeking
to be reimbursed for more than
the permitted allowance for an
expenditure be given an opportu-
nity to state their case.

He and Mr. Whitaker also both
proposed that if an individual
had not received or had lost a
receipt, that he or she be given a
chance to explain the expendi-
ture. They then recommended
that it be left up to the discretion
of the person authorizing the pay-
ments as to whether the indi-
vidual would be reimbursed.

Goldman said he was satisfied with
the school board’s decision on not
selling the Elm Street building.

On another matter, Mr. Goldman
announced the council will con-
vene at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Au-
gust 22, to hold a public hearing on
an ordinance to create a pension
plan for the members of the
Westfield Rescue Squad. The coun-
cil must pass an ordinance by Fri-
day, August 25, in order to have a
referendum placed on the Novem-
ber ballot.

Members would receive an an-
nual benefit of between $120 and
$1,150. That number is based on
the percentage of their active duty
and the number of years they have
served on the squad.

The Length of Service Awards
Program, or LOSAP, would cost
the town $92,000 a year, based on
a maximum of 80 members. The
squad currently has 65 members.

The council passed a resolution
which asks the Planning Board to
investigate whether the perimeter
of South and Central Avenues which
encompasses Grove Street to
Grandview Avenue and to Windsor
Avenue, qualifies as a redevelop-
ment area under the state’s Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law
as adopted in 1992.

Mr. Goldman was the dissenting
vote in the 5-1 tally.

Although he agreed with the ob-
jectives of the study, he did not
agree with the process to be under-
taken by the town.
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