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State Superior Court Should Not Reverse
Planning Board’s Hovnanian Turn-Down

The Scotch Plains Planning Board made the right
move last month when, by a 7-2 vote, it rejected a bid
by K. Hovnanian, Inc. to build a 100-unit townhouse
development on New Providence Road. Looking at the
Hovnanian application and squaring it with the reality
of the situation, it seems perfectly obvious why the
application was rejected and why, hopefully, there
should be little chance of the Planning Board’s decision
being overturned on appeal by the state Superior Court.

The seven Planning Board members voting against
the proposed development rightly stated that issues
regarding flooding and safety were not adequately
addressed in Hovnanian’s revised plans for the site,
a revision made necessary by the Planning Board’s
rejection four years ago of the builder’s initial appli-
cation. The condo development would have been
built on the south side of New Providence Road, in
an area known as “the Reserve,” and bounded on
three sides by the Green Brook and several of its
tributaries. During severe storms, such as Tropical
Storm Floyd 11 months ago, and even during heavy
summer rainfalls such as we’ve experienced in recent
weeks, that area is very prone to flooding, making
access to this part of Scotch Plains difficult and, at
times, dangerous.

Directly across the street from the proposed devel-
opment is the Weldon Inc. quarry, which opposed the
development due mainly to flooding concerns.
Weldon’s attorney, William Butler, described for the
Planning Board the possibility of a 100-year storm,
one so fierce that Union Avenue, Meadow Avenue
and Route 22 would be under several feet of water,
thus cutting off access to the condo development, as
well as threatening the stability of retaining walls
that were being proposed to hold back the hillsides at
the foot of the Watchung Mountains.

The potential for flooding and its possible effects
on the proposed condo development should have

rightly been the top concern of the Planning Board.
However, other issues arose that lent additional
strength to the board’s rejection of Hovnanian’s
application. Traffic in the area — especially the
nearby intersection with Bonnie Burn Road — is
already heavy. Two new office buildings on the
Runnells Hospital property to the north, as well as a
possible hotel or office building on the site being
vacated by the Colorado Café, seem likely to make
this situation worse. A 100-unit condo complex, with
100-plus new autos to go with it, would be a further
detriment to the area.

Other secondary issues working against the
Hovnanian development included the effects of blast-
ing at Weldon on the quality of life at the condo site.
We wouldn’t have envied the condo’s realtor attempt-
ing to minimize potential buyers’ concerns about the
noise, dust and vibrations from across New Provi-
dence Road. In addition, the head of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, already wrestling with
an overcrowding problem at its schools, told the
Planning Board that another 100 housing units in town
would put an added strain on the school system.

Preservation of open space seems to be the order of
the day at the state, county and local levels, as
governments in Trenton, Elizabeth and Scotch Plains
are all seeking to save as much open space as possible
before these areas are turned into new streets or
housing and office developments. The site where the
proposed condos would have been built is on the edge
of the Watchung Reservation, truly one of the jewels
in Union County’s crown, and something that should
be preserved and kept intact at almost any cost,
especially the cost of a condominium development.

Encroaching development is something that con-
cerns us, and a new development in the spot proposed
would have been truly an unnecessary encroachment
on the area.

Thanks for the Melodies

Summer Concerts Enrich Us All
Whoever said nothing in life is free was wrong.

Community organizations like the Westfield Commu-
nity Band, municipal offices like the Recreation De-
partment of Scotch Plains, and the county’s Depart-
ment of Cultural and Heritage Affairs and Parks and
Recreation make it possible for Union County resi-
dents to relish sweet melodies all summer long – at  no
cost whatsoever. If you have a lawn chair or a blanket
to bring, you’re in.

For example, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
its leader Maestro David Wroe rocked Echo Lake Park
in Mountainside with a jambalaya of patriotic tunes for
Memorial Day. A regular general admission ticket for
the Symphony might cost upwards of $25. As part of
the county’s menu of summer concerts, the Memorial
Day concert cost nothing. The Freeholders even pro-
vided souvenirs like pens, keychains and magnets
displaying the county’s logo.

The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts’ Community
Band and Jazz Band welcomed listeners to picturesque
Mindowaskin Park to enjoy some free music, too. And
the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce and Down-
town Westfield Corporation team up each summer to
bring “Sweet Sounds Downtown,” a series of jazz

concerts, to the town center.
In Scotch Plains, the Village Green is packed every

Thursday evening with audience members grooving to
the latest sounds of some of the top bands in the area.
Can’t get away to the islands for a summer vacation?
You’ll feel like you’re there with a reggae band’s cool
and soothing vibes, compliments of the township’s
Recreation Department.

The Borough of Fanwood’s Cultural Arts Committee
also supplied visitors and residents with free perfor-
mances and art displays this June in its Season Finale
event at the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center.

The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood regularly hear from artists, cultural arts orga-
nizations and musicians about support from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders’ HEART Grant,
as well as financial aid from the state. Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman deserves special thanks for step-
ping up efforts to promote the arts in our area.

We applaud all these artists, organizations and gov-
erning bodies. They fill our summer calendars with free
concerts and events. Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
and the rest of Union County are richer for all their
efforts.

Speed Limit, 25 mph

Crossing A Busy Street

The Best the Town Can Do - Unfortunately
Westfield resident Barbara Lukos sent The Westfield

Leader a copy of a letter she had written to Sergeant Ed
Gillespie of the Westfield Police Traffic Division. In
that letter, Mrs. Lukos, a long-time Westfielder, com-
plained that the intersection of South Avenue and
Central Avenue was unsafe for pedestrians - specifi-
cally pointing out that she had to look two ways for cars
when she crossed the street.

We sent a correspondent to the intersection to make
a test. Our reporter circuited the entire intersection
with a baby in a stroller in one hand and a toddler
hanging on the other - a tough test, in other words.

We can report that the intersection isn’t the best place in
the world to walk across the street, but that it does work.

It could be more pedestrian-friendly. Pedestrian sig-
nals cover every walkway, except for one short cross-

walk where New Place enters the intersection from the
northeast. The buttons all work. The “walk” signals all
turn on, however briefly.

The intersection, according to Sergeant Gillespie,
was designed and installed by Union County traffic
engineers. Those engineers set the intervals after doing
a traffic study. Westfield maintains the equipment.

In Sergeant Gillespie’s opinion, the intersection works
fairly well. Given the awkward angle at which the two
streets cross and the traffic load, that may be the best
that can be expected. Giving more time to pedestrians
could very well create gridlock not only at Central and
South, but at busy nearby intersections, too - notably
Central and North Avenues.

If traffic continues to grow, will our towns be forced
to consider pedestrian bridges over our main arteries?

This year, Union County govern-
ment is milling and resurfacing more
than 13 miles of roads. The year
before we improved 14 miles of road-
ways.

When we make improvements to
our roads, in almost all cases we
remove the top surface from the
roadway. This material is recycled
and reused in other roads. We can
then reshape the top of the road, to
make it more water-resistant and
improve drainage. It also prevents
potholes and assists in the removal
of snow and ice during the winter
months.

This year, Union County’s road
and bridge repair plan includes the
following sites:

• Glenside Avenue from Valley
Road in Berkeley Heights to Baltusrol
Road in Summit.

• Springfield Avenue from River-
side Drive to North Avenue in
Cranford.

• Springfield Avenue from East
Broad Street in Westfield to Mill
Lane in Mountainside

• Main Street in Springfield from
Maple Avenue to the Essex County
Line.

• Mountain Avenue from Route 22
to New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

• South Avenue from East Street in
Garwood to Lincoln Avenue in
Cranford.

• Salem Road from Route 82 to
Marshall Avenue in Union.

• Milton Avenue from St. George’s
Avenue to Main Street in Rahway.

• West Inman Avenue from St.
George’s Avenue in Rahway to the
county line.

• Hazelwood Avenue from St.
George’s Avenue to Routes 1 & 9 in
Rahway.

• Centennial Avenue from Cayuga
Road to Raritan Road in Cranford.

• An intersection upgrade at Brant
and Westfield Avenues in Clark.

• An intersection upgrade at East
Broad Street and South Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

In addition, the county will repair
culverts in Linden and Roselle Park,
replace the Milton Avenue Bridge in
Rahway, and make improvements to
the Randolph Road Bridge in
Plainfield.

No one likes construction delays.
But, when roads are reopened, they
will be safer, easier to drive, and
better marked, with new lines and
striping. In all cases, the county works
closely with municipalities to de-
velop alternate routes and properly
mark detours and routes.

Work on roads and culverts makes
transportation in Union County safer
and more efficient. It also prevents
flooding and addresses the changes
in population in the county over the

"COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY"

By DANIEL P. SULLIVAN
Chairman – Union County Board of Freeholders

Detours and Down Time:
County Road Repairs for 2000

past 20 years, as the population has
increased in our northern and west-
ern municipalities. As new homes
and businesses build here, roads and
storm sewer systems must be im-
proved to handle the increased us-
age.

For all of these projects, munici-
palities are notified two years in ad-
vance of the proposed work. County
officials meet with local police and
public works officials immediately
before beginning road work, if roads
will be blocked or closed. We also
notify newspapers and post notices
of upcoming roadwork on the
county’s website,
www.unioncountynj.org, under the
“Important Information” heading on
our home page.

Residents will see road crews work-
ing throughout the summer. By the
time most schools are back in ses-
sion, most of the projects will be
completed.

ACE
(cardgames/dice/tennis/badmin-

ton/handball/ golf) (1) A person with
a high degree of skill; (2) a one dollar
bill; (3) a very generous and or highly
popular person; (4) a serve in tennis,
badminton and handball that is un-
touched by the opponent; (5) a hole
in one in golf; (6) a very small amount
(not worth an ace).

In most card games, an ace has the
highest value, while in dice games an
ace has the lowest value. It is this
range in value between cards and
dice that accounts for the ace’s wide
idiomatic range. The ace, however,
generally signifies the highest value.

The ace is derived from the Latin
word as, a unit of the duo decimal
system. As such, it became a mon-
etary unit and later a copper coin.
The sense of best or highest devel-
oped in the 1700s, resulting from the
exulted status of the ace in many card
games.

In the opening scene of the movie, The World Ac-
cording to Garp, Garp, played by Robin Williams,
chases a car driving too fast through his neighborhood.
This satirical look at a concerned father plays for
laughs. But the real thing does happen.

Westfield Avenue south from the Westfield traffic
circle offers a natural shortcut via Grove Street to
Central Avenue, thence to the Garden State Parkway.
Many motorists prefer this easy bypass to the jam-ups
at Central and South.

Unfortunately, especially southbound (which is
downhill), motorists drive too fast when they do it. A
regular stream of cars zooms down Westfield Avenue

at speeds of 35 miles per hour or more. The New Jersey
Driver Manual says the default speed limit for a resi-
dential neighborhood like that on Westfield Avenue is
25 miles per hour.

There are many residential streets throughout our
towns where speeding occurs. We believe there needs
to be a regional program to enhance driver awareness
so they slow down. Can such a program be enacted in
an innovative and nice manner? We hope one could be
found without defaulting to tough enforcement, ticket-
ing and more frustration.

This is confusing-is this a separate editorial—if not,
does it get a byline?

To Be Or Not To Be

A Parking Deck In
Westfield?

By HORACE R. CORBIN

Editor’s Note: This is part three of a
series to conclude by Labor Day on the
issue of parking deliberations in down-
town Westfield. This week’s column pre-
sents arguments for a parking deck. Next
week’s article will present alternatives
other than a deck to consider in a park-
ing plan. Mr. Corbin is Publisher of The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
A Parking Deck in downtown

Westfield can be paid for without
stressing any one group too heavily
because the cost can be spread over a
large base of parking permit holders.
As discussed last week, to cover most
of the costs, 2,300 parking permit
holders in Westfield would have to
pay about $60 per month to enable the
town to pay for a new 500-space
parking garage. Sure, Westfielders
now pay only $30 per month for a
parking permit, but isn’t that under-
priced considering the stated demand?

More parking space will serve the
needs of many including residents,
commuters, business, shoppers,
workers and visitors. It would com-
pliment the many other fine things in
the town.

Westfield is on the move. By act-
ing wisely now, isn’t it about time to
get the job done?

Financial numbers developed by
opponents of a parking deck have
always gotten in the way, forestall-

ing action. Equally, proponents of
parking expansion plans have ne-
glected to develop workable plans
and financial numbers.

So, the pragmatic and the dream-
ers are at a stalemate. The antago-
nists need to get together and prepare
the financial numbers clearly and
openly. The dreams need to be clearly
stated too. Until this is done, an
intelligible plan cannot be devel-
oped, and the citizens undecided on
the parking deck will remain con-
fused and disapproving.

Yes, some in Westfield want a sec-
ond parking deck too. If so, a good
plan is even more critical. Maybe
one deck should be built first and
prove that things work. Any deck is
about three years away before it can
become operational and a deck may
not be the total answer. So, short-
term plans must be put in place if
parking is to be expanded now.

In our view, whatever is to be done
should be presented to the public. The
elections this fall in Westfield provide
a perfect forum to start doing so.

The Leader has published numer-
ous articles on parking in Westfield.
Go to the Internet at
www.goleader.com and click the
SEARCH button. Type in “parking
deck,” set the time period to approxi-
mately 800 days, then set the number
of files desired to 1,000.

Please read these articles and tell
us what you think.

Recreation Commissioner Responds
To Letters on Field Maintenance

I am writing to comment on The
Westfield Leader article of July 13 and
on (Board of Education member) Mike
Kessler’s and John Russitano, Jr.’s (De-
partment of Public Works) letters to the
editor.

The discussion at the July 10 Recre-
ation Commission meeting was a result
of a question about Tony Picaro’s (former
Linden High School Varsity Baseball
coach) letter to the editor, in which he
commented about the “deplorable con-
ditions” at the high school varsity field
located behind Edison Intermediate
School.

For the community’s education, please
understand there are Board of Education
fields controlled and maintained by the
Board of Education, and there are town
fields owned and maintained by the Town
of Westfield.

During our discussion, it was men-
tioned that the field behind Tamaques
Elementary School was renovated sev-
eral years ago and is now in very bad
shape. I referred back to Mr. Picaro’s
article and stated that, in 1992, I was part
of a parents group which personally built
the dugouts and raised more than $32,000
from the community to re-do the infield
at the Varsity Field.

Jerry Infantino, who headed our
group, said to me upon completion of
the project for the 1993 Varsity season,
“If this field isn’t maintained, it’s going
to go downhill in five years and be right
back where we found it.” It appears he
was correct.

Mr. Kessler acknowledged the com-
plaints and indicated he would bring it
back to the board. Mr. Kessler stated
then, as he did in his letter, that there was
limited funding in the overall school
budget available for field maintenance.
He also indicated that there are other
priorities, and field maintenance is a
much lower priority.

Obviously education, teacher salaries,
computers, special programs and facil-
ity upgrades are more important.

On the other hand, each time a Board
of Education field is renovated, many
dollars are spent. When not maintained,
it is no different than a building that is
not maintained. It deteriorates and even-
tually you have to take it down and build
another.

By ignoring maintenance, in the long
run, we probably spend more dollars for
renovation and replacement.

With regard to town fields, histori-
cally there have been problems. Over the
years, limited budgets have also restricted
effective field maintenance. Volunteers
from baseball and soccer leagues have
helped maintain and improve the fields
with donated money and volunteer man-
power.

In fairness to Mr. Russitano, we at the

Recreation Commission have heard that
this year there has been a marked im-
provement in the condition of the town
fields. Assistance was also rendered by
the Union County Parks Department in
helping our Department of Public Works
(DPW) recondition many of our fields.

Obviously this has paid off. If we at
the Recreation Commission have been
remiss in commending DPW workers, I
personally apologize. It is also refresh-
ing to see someone such as Mr. Russitano,
who takes such pride in his work. I also
agree that positive publicity should be
given when deserved. Believe me. the
Recreation Commission has suffered the
same fate.

Having been active in sports programs
as a coach, league director and an in-
volved parent for nearly two decades,
and having played on fields in the
Westfield Men’s Softball League and
Union County Senior League, I have
found field maintenance to be a never-
ending problem. Volunteers can go only
so far, as the faces and interest levels
change.

Our citizens cannot understand why
Westfield should not have first class
fields. Unfortunately, there is a shortage
of fields in Westfield and no place to
expand. Many of our fields are overused,
going from season to season with no
opportunity to rest, be re-seeded, or given
an opportunity to revive.

It was recommended that we (Town
and Board of Education) try to work
together and perhaps find a way to main-
tain all fields. But without a clear pro-
gram, dollars and public pressure, per-
haps this goal is unrealistic. It is a big
problem and a big challenge.

Melvyn L. Coren
Westfield Recreation Commissioner

Parking Garage
Colonial Westfield?
Or “Megatropolis”?

At a time when our residents are con-
flicted over the word “deck” (singular
and plural) and passions have been in-
flamed at some of our leadership meet-
ings, one has to question why we’re at
this impasse and who brought us there.
And are the solutions being put forth
going to solve the problems or exacer-
bate them?

The 1999 eight-member committee
appointed by the mayor never addressed
the most obvious problem of illegal,
day-long employee meter-feeding. The
mayor’s committee recommended a
costly survey and a more costly plan to
bring decks into our town — but the
basic meter-feeding was not addressed.

The Downtown Westfield Corporation
proudly takes credit for a vibrant down-
town and it is good to see the “vacant”
signs disappearing. But planning greater
mall dimensions which will cause our
present traffic congestion to explode will
forever change “Colonial Westfield” into
“Megatropolis Westfield.”

But, of course, if plans are to trans-
form Colonial Westfield from the present
mini-mall to maxi-mall and on to
Megatropolis, we’ll probably have to
continue to build those bigger and better
mousetraps to accommodate all this or-
ganized “progress.” And the more we
build, the more they’ll come, and then
we’ll never be able to stuff the genie
back into the bottle.

Our vibrant downtown has given some
town officials a heady feeling of suc-
cess, but also a loss of perspective. Let
them now exercise some intelligent re-
straint and remember why many people
chose to live here. And let that thinking
not become dollar-clouded.

Faye DeGoff
Westfield

Letters to the Editor


