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Open Space Tops List
For Samuel, Tripet

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Councilwoman Geri M.
Samuel and Peter Tripet, candidates
for Mayor and Township Council-
man, respectively, have listed pres-
ervation of open space as their top
campaign issue.

The other seven major issues in
their campaign include addressing
recreation and senior citizen needs,
protection of the environment,
downtown revitalization, concerns
over flooding, reduction of air traf-
fic noise, fiscal responsibility, and
an “open and responsive govern-
ment.”

“These issues are of major sig-
nificance to our community and
need to receive continued priority
consideration,” Mrs. Samuel and

Mr. Tripet said in a joint campaign
statement.

“These eight issues have long
been among those matters consid-
ered top priorities by the Demo-
cratic Party in Scotch Plains. In the
past two years, with Democratic
representation on the Township
Council, these matters have received
a high degree of attention and posi-
tive action has accelerated. More is
happening for the good of Scotch
Plains at a quickened tempo,” Mrs.
Samuel stated.

Mr. Tripet added, “These eight
issues are key to Scotch Plains fu-
ture.” He said the issues were the
most common topics raise by resi-
dents during recent door-to-door
campaigning by the candidates.
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Enjoy lunch, dinner or
a quick snack at any of the
quality food establishments

throughout Towne.

The Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
invites you to enjoy the

Summer Sidewalk
Sales

being held in Scotch Plains Towne Centre

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
August 10, 11 & 12

Browse the many fine Boutiques, Gift
& Antique Shoppes and other unique
& traditional businesses throughout

Towne Centre that are here
to serve you.

Thank You For Supporting Your Local   Businesses!!

Relax on the
Village Green

~~~

Thursday
August 10

7:00pm
Music Mania

Children’s
Show

~~~

Visit Scotch Plains and
"Enjoy The Home Town Feeling "

8:00pm
Swing Music

by the

Aaron Quintet
Visit Us On The Web at

www.visitscotchplains.com

Congressional Candidates Spent
$3.33 Million in Primary Races
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the General Election a little
more than four months away, candi-
dates in the Seventh Congressional
District appear to have more than
sufficient war chests.

The eight Primary candidates, six
of whom spent significant dollars,
had total disbursements of
$3,328,589.

In addition, three candidates, Re-
publicans Ken Gardner and Patricia
Walsh and Democrat J. Brooke Hern,
spent a combined total of $33,574
prior to dropping out of their respec-
tive Primary races in April.

A Federal Election Commission
(FEC) report for Eric Urbano of
Scotch Plains, who dropped out of
the GOP race to run for Union County
Clerk, was not available.

In his first General Election filing
with the FEC, Republican nominee
Michael A. Ferguson of Warren has
reported that he had $104,782 in
cash on hand as of June 30.

Mr. Ferguson raised over $556,000
for 1999 and 2000, $210,856 of which
was in 1999, when he was still listed
as a candidate in the Sixth District
down in Monmouth County.

His total contributions for 2000, as
a Seventh District candidate, was
$345,223. In addition, he guaranteed
his campaign a loan of $135,000 to
help solidify his Primary victory.

Meanwhile, Mr. Ferguson’s Demo-
cratic opponent in the fall General
Election, Maryanne S. Connelly, has
reported total funds raised of over

$915,000. That figure includes a loan
of $223,000 which the candidate pro-
vided to her campaign for a Primary
fight with Union County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla.

Mrs. Connelly reported total con-
tributions in 1999 and 2000 of
$672,625. She raised $214,106 in 1999
following her surprise 44 percent vote
count against Congressman Bob
Franks in November 1998, and prior
to Mr. Lapolla entering the race.

Mrs. Connelly reported having
$267,324 in available cash for her
fall campaign. She spent $891,498
in her Primary race this year, com-
pared to Mr. Ferguson, who listed
total disbursements of $815,491.

In the Democratic Primary, Mr.
Lapolla, who did not file his candi-
dacy with the FEC until January,
raised over $620,000 in contribu-
tions. He spent $570,590 and fin-
ished the campaign with $49,434 in
available cash.

In 1998, Mrs. Connelly spent
$200,000 in her unsuccessful run
against Congressman Franks, who
disbursed $802,000. Mr. Ferguson
spent $1.1 million that year in his
defeat at the hands of Congressman
Frank Pallone (D-6th).

Mr. Ferguson’s top Primary con-
tender, Tom Kean, Jr., raised over
$359,000 and loaned his campaign
another $260,000. He spent
$559,182.

Among the other Primary contend-
ers, Republican Assemblyman Joel
Weingarten reported raising
$184,500, the bulk of which was

contributed in 1999. He spent just
under $358,909 in finishing third
behind Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Kean.

Republican Patrick Morrisey of
Westfield raised $227,757, in addi-
tion to $30,000 he loaned the cam-
paign of his own funds. The Edison
native reported spending in excess of
$255,000.

On the Democratic side, Warren
Committeeman Jeff Golkin spent
$44,494 during his campaign, which
began early in 1999 following the
House of Representatives impeach-
ment vote against President Bill
Clinton in late 1998. Mr. Golkin
loaned his campaign $100,000, which
he later repaid in full, to increase his
campaign war chest to over $140,000.

He recorded contributions of
$43,111.

SCOUTS SHOW THEIR COLORS…Members of Boy Scout Troop No. 77 from
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church provided the opening ceremony Color Guard at
Newark’s Riverfront Stadium for the June 11 Atlantic League game between the
Newark Bears and Lehigh Valley. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Jason
Rea, Greg Ryan, Jr., James Gockel, Martin Fox and Daniel Rea, and back row,
Assistant Scoutmaster Keith Mellen, scout Matthew Kukis and Assistant
Scoutmaster Greg Ryan, Sr.

Democrats Happy With Veep Choice, Prepare
For National Convention in Los Angeles

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Democrats will take to the national
stage beginning Monday night in Los
Angeles as the National Democratic
Convention begins.

The event will be highlighted by
speeches from Vice President Al Gore,
this year’s Presidential nomiee, and
his running mate, Senator Joseph
Lieberman of Connecticut. Demo-
crats are attempting to win a third
consecutive presidential race for the
first time since the 1930s-1940s, when
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry
Truman posted five consecutive vic-
tories.

Union County Freeholder Linda d.
Stender, a former Fanwood Mayor
and first-time full delegate, said the
convention will give Democrats the
opportunity to get their message out
to the nation.

“I always find it (the convention) to
be very invigorating,” said Mrs. Stender,

an alternate delegate in 1996, noting
that the opportunity to hear the speeches
of party leaders and members of the
national ticket in person helps her work
even harder on their behalf.

She said next week’s national spot-
light will give Democrats the oppor-
tunity to tell Americans that Republi-
can Presidential nominee George W.
Bush, despite what was said at the
GOP Convention, is not a moderate
but rather a conservative who is “out
of the mainstream.”

She said the convention will give
New Jersey delegates the opportunity
to meet with candidates on the na-
tional and state ticket and their staffs,
along with members of the Clinton-
Gore administration.

Calling the choice of Mr. Lieberman
a “bold move” by Mr. Gore, Mrs.
Stender said she is “very enthusiastic
with this ticket.”

“I am looking forward to working

with them and working for them,”
said Mrs. Stender, who serves on U.S.
Senate’s candidate Jon Corzine’s staff.

Scotch Plains Democratic Mayoral
contender Geri Samuel called the
Gore-Lieberman ticket a “dynamic
team.”

“I’m really happy with Al Gore’s
choice for Vice President. I think he
brings a lot to the table,” she said.

Mrs. Samuel said the fact that the
Vice Presidential candidate is from
the Tri-State area should bode well
for New Jersey candidates running for
office this year on the Democratic
ticket.

The keynote speech at the conven-
tion will be given by Tennessee Con-
gressman Harold E. Ford, Jr., 30. Other
speakers will include California Gov-
ernor Gray Davis, House Minority
Leader Richard A. Gephardt, Con-
gressional Minority Leader Thomas
A. Daschle of South Dakota, New

York Senator Charles E. Schumer and
Congressman Robert Menendez of
New Jersey.

The New Jersey delegation is
headed by United States Senators
Frank Lautenberg and Robert
Torricelli, Mr. Corzine, 2001 Guber-
natorial contender James McGreevey
and former Governor Brendan Byrne.
Congressman Steve Rothman, who
took Mr. Torricelli’s old Ninth Con-
gressional District seat; Congressmen
Bill Pascrell, Frank Pallone,
Menendez, Rush Holt, Donald Payne
and Robert Andrews are all delegates
this year.

Locally, the list includes Union
County Democratic Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo, Freeholder and
former Fanwood Mayor Linda d.
Stender, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak, and Assemblymen Joseph
Suliga and Neil Cohen of the 20th
Legislative District. Lloyd Devos of
Mountainside, who had been an early
contender in the Democratic Senate
Primary race, is also a delegate.

Assemblyman Suliga, a first-time
delegate, said the choice of Senator
Lieberman “took a lot out of the
Republican (convention) bounce.”

“It (the choice of Mr. Lieberman)
really put a new dimension into the
convention,” he told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Mr. Suliga attended the 1992 and
1996 conventions, held in New York
and Chicago, respectively. He said
the New Jersey delegation will cau-
cus each morning of the convention.

He said conventions are more po-
litical and media events than they are
nominating conventions.

“I’m excited about it (the conven-
tion),” he said, citing his full support
of the ticket.

Westfield Democratic Mayoral con-
tender Susan Jacobson said she is
“optimistic that it is going to be a
good convention.”

“I’m going to watch it just the way
I watched the Republican Convention
and hopefully we will be able to agree
with the issues,” she said.


