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Freeholders Ban Police Agencies
From Selling Phased-Out Guns

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has prohibited the sale of fire-
arms by county-funded law enforce-
ment agencies. The resolution, passed
by the freeholders July 27, is aimed
at firearms that are being replaced.

The freeholder board also estab-
lished a program whereby the county
will pay municipalities $150 for each
firearm they agree to destroy rather
than sell or trade in.

“Our goal is to ensure that the high
quality weapons purchased by law
enforcement to protect the public do
not ultimately wind up in the hands

of those who would harm the pub-
lic,” said Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella, sponsor of the resolution.

Under the new policy, Union County
will no longer sell or trade in weapons
used by the county police, sheriff or
prosecutor’s when they purchase re-
placements. All weapons taken out of
circulation will be destroyed.

Under the weapon destruction pro-
gram, each municipal governing body
in the county has been asked to adopt
a resolution agreeing to the firearm
sale or trade-in ban, county officials
stated.

Freeholder Mirabella noted that

Governor Whitman Names
Freeholder Mingo to Council
On Affordable Housing Bd.

ELIZABETH — Union County
Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr. of
Plainfield has been appointed by Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman to fill
a vacancy on the New Jersey Council
on Affordable Housing. A resident of
Plainfield, Freeholder Mingo will rep-
resent the interests of county govern-
ments on the council.

The 11-member board estimates
the need for low and moderate hous-
ing throughout the state, sets the
criteria for municipalities to develop
plans to ensure a “fair share” of
housing and reviews and approves
towns’ fair share plans.

Each county in New Jersey has at
least two towns in the COAH afford-
able housing process, and Union
County has more than 5,000 units in

the towns of Berkeley Heights,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Hill-
side, Linden, New Providence,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle Scotch
Plains, Springfield, Summit, Union
and Westfield.

Mr. Mingo has been on the free-
holder board since 1988. He chairs
the board’s Intergovernmental Af-
fairs and Legislation Committee and
is liaison to the standing committees
on human and social services, Com-
munity Development Block Grants
and senior citizen services.

Locally, Freeholder Mingo is a mem-
ber of the Board of Deacons at St.
John’s Baptist Church in Scotch Plains
and is President of the Men’s Ministry.

He is retired from NYNEX where
he was a data processing manager.

Republican Seventh District Con-
gressional nominee, Michael A.
Ferguson, this week commended
Democratic Vice Presidential nomi-
nee, Senator Joseph Lieberman of
Connecticut, as an “advocate for
education reform and integrity in
government.”

Mr. Ferguson said he hopes Mr.
Lieberman will address these issues
during the presidential campaign.
The Senator was chosen earlier this
week by Vice President Al Gore, the
Democratic Presidential nominee-
elect, as his running mate on the fall
ticket.

*  *  *  *  *
Maryanne S. Connelly, the Sev-

enth Congressional District nomi-
nee, has received the endorsement of
Handgun Control, a group her cam-
paign called “the nation’s foremost
gun safety organization.”

Mrs. Connelly, who served as Po-
lice Commissioner in Fanwood dur-

the county will pay $150 per weapon
upon receipt of certification that the
weapons have been destroyed and
replacement firearms purchased.

Freeholder Chester Holmes of
Rahway, a retired police detective in
his home town, said this year’s county
budget includes $40,000 for the pur-
chase of 73 new weapons for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office.
He said the Prosecutor’s Office esti-
mated that could sell their present
weapons for up to $28,000.

“While county government is
acutely aware of the need to save
money, putting used weapons back on
the street flies in the face of reason.
Our goal is to reduce the number of
guns in circulation in our communi-
ties,” said Freeholder Holmes.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon ex-
plained that, “Our message has to be
consistent - if we want to make our
streets safer by reducing the number
of guns on the street. We can’t com-
promise that goal in order to save a
few dollars. We want to save lives.”

ing her tenure as a Borough Coun-
cilwoman, said she supports licens-
ing of all handguns. She also favors
registration of all handguns, includ-
ing photo licenses and passage of
safety tests, by all prospective gun
owners.

The candidate, who first ran for
Congress in 1998 against Congress-
man Bob Franks, where she cap-
tured 44 percent of the vote, also
supports mandatory background
checks on gun show purchases. She
additionally advocates mandatory
child safety locks and a ban on
high-capacity ammunition clips.

*  *  *  *  *
Republican Congressional candi-

date Michael A. Ferguson, in a na-
tionally televised speech at the Re-
publican National Convention in
Philadelphia, told GOP delegates
that, “The best way we can guaran-
tee the American dream to future
generations is to make America’s

CALL HIM MR. PRESIDENT...At its recent annual meeting, Bruce B. Dickerson, right, was inducted as President of the
Mountainside Rotary Club by Past District Governor Patrick J. Growney.
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Seventh Congressional Update
schools the best in the world.”

“Common sense education re-
forms will create more opportunity
for our children and their future,” he
added.

Mr. Ferguson was one of a handful
of Congressional candidates selected
to speak before delegates during the
morning session on July 31.

His opponent, Democrat
Maryanne S. Connelly of Fanwood,
said Mr. Ferguson “failed to take his
party to task for its extreme, anti-gun
safety platform when he had an op-
portunity to do so at the Republican
Convention.”

“How can we expect him to stand
up for the voters if he won’t stand up
to his own party on such an impor-
tant issue?” Mrs. Connelly ques-
tioned.

*  *  *  *  *
Maryanne S. Connelly called the

Republican ticket of Texas Governor
George W. Bush and Dick Cheney,
“too extreme for the voters of the
Seventh District” when it comes to
the issue of abortion. Her campaign
charged that Republicans, including
her opponent, Michael A. Ferguson,
are “anti-choice, even in cases of
rape and incest.”

*  *  *  *  *
Seventh District is a collection of

news about candidates in the Sev-
enth District race to succeed Con-
gressman Bob Franks. Submissions
should be e-mailed to
paul@goleader.com.
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Ketubah Couples Plan
Dinner and Cruise

AREA — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will take an evening cruise and have
dinner on Sunday, August 20.

Participants will meet at Ye Cot-
tage Inn in Keyport for dinner at 4:30
p.m., then go on a two-hour cruise
around Keyport Bay aboard “Cap-
tain John’s” 85-foot boat at 6:30 p.m.

The cost is $10 per adult and $5 per
child for the cruise, plus each
individual’s share of the bill for the
dinner. Prospective members are in-
vited to attend.

To respond, please call Larry at
(973) 736-5729 by Friday, August 18.


