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McEVOY’S RIFLE ARM GUNS DOWN ‘GANG’ LEADER

St. Anne Rises Up to Corral
Unruly ‘James Gang’, 10-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tenacity proved to be the victor as
St. Anne rose up after a 7-0 deficit,
then slowly hemmed in the always
unruly – in persona only – St. “James
Gang” to seize an eight inning, 10-9
victory in St. Bart’s Softball League
action at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood on August 1. Quick defen-
sive thinking in the fifth inning by
pitcher Howie Jones followed by a
precision rifle shot from right field
by Joe McEvoy to nail “Gang” leader
Jim Hoelzel at third set up a scenario
of doom for the notorious horde.

Heavily armed, the “Gang” banged
out 19 hits, including a two-run home
run by Rory Ruhl and a three-run

triple from Bob Guy. The trio of Ed
Marchelitis, Hoelzel and Frank Pepe
peppered three hits apiece to add to
the “Gangland” ambush.

However, the St. Anne posse weath-
ered the early assault and scored
three runs in the fourth and five runs
in the fifth then added a solo blast by
Jeff Friedlander in the seventh and
the eventual winning RBI by McEvoy
in the eighth. The dramatic come-
back resulted in 14 St. Anne hits led
by Keith Gibbons, who had two hits
and three RBI.

The “Gang” did some blasting and
shooting in the bottom of the second
to grab a 2-0 lead. Pepe doubled and
scored on a dropped ball in center,
then Tim Deegan scored on Wayne

Morse’s RBI single to left.
But the real “Gang” buster came in

the third with a five-run shattering.
Bob Brennan and Jack Lynch both
singled, Mike Michalisin reached
safely on a fielder’s choice and
Marchelitis slapped an RBI single to
right. Hoelzel singled and Guy
boomed his three-run triple. Then
Bill Mirto chopped an RBI single
past the second baseman.

Maintaining poise, St. Anne
chipped away with three runs in the
fourth, closing the score to 7-3. Tony
Williams whacked a triple to remote
center and Gibbons whizzed an RBI
single to right. Fran Celardo yanked
a single past third, then Jones jolted

DUROW BELTS 2-RUN HR, TRIPLES, SCORES WINNER

Shady Lane Wins in Seventh;
Stifles MF Hunter’s Guns, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two veteran pitchers, fine defense
and clutch hitting provided an excit-
ing, intense game and a dramatic, 4-
3, victory for Shady Lane over the

Mattress Factory Hunter team in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-

ciation action at La Grande Park in
Fanwood on August 7. The majority
of the offensive drama was provided
by Shady slugger Bill Durow, who
bashed a two-run home run, then
tripled and zoomed home with the
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ARONSON GOES 4-FOR-4 WITH 3 RBI, SIMONS SHINE

Club 40 Emerges to Pulverize
Fading Old Stars Hopes, 9-0

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some days everything goes right,
and some days everything goes
wrong. On August 6 at Tamaques
Park in Westfield, the latter was the
case for the Old Stars of the JCC
Men’s Softball League. The formally
formidable Stars recorded their ninth
loss of the season, falling 9-0 to the
rising stars of Club 40, who also
defeated them on June 30.

Hurler Jay “Cy” Tepper took the
mound for the Club and man-handled
the Old Stars for a complete game
shutout. Despite yielding nine hits in
the seven innings, no runner was able
to cross the plate. During those
streaky moments of glory, the Old
Stars glittered with a double by Rich
Eisenberg and solid 2-for-3 days for
Ron Brachman and Matt Kasper.

Russ Kussner took to the mound
for the Old Stars and pitched five
great innings, holding the Club 40
sluggers to only two runs. Also, the
Old Stars tried relying on defense to
get the game in their favor, with
daredevil outfield play by Jimmy
St. Lifer. The plan, however, even-
tually crumbled under the explosive
bats of the Club in the sixth and
seventh innings.

The game’s first run came in the
second on a Ken Simon RBI fielder’s
choice which brought home Bob
Simon. The “Simons” combined to
go 4-8 with three runs and three RBI.
Mitch Aronson, who was playing in
his first game since coming off the
D.L., was the offensive star for Club
40, going 4-for-4 with three RBI and
a run scored.

Runners were being stranded on
the bases like “Survivor” contestants
marooned on an island. Through the
first four innings, the two teams com-
bined to leave 11 runners seemingly

abandoned. As a matter of fact, the
Old Stars had a runner reach base in
every inning after the first.

The Club finally brought their of-
fense to the field in the sixth inning
when four out of the first five batters
rounded the bases to trample home
plate. Alan Kaufman was partially
responsible for the trampling when
he whacked a monster two RBI triple.

In the seventh inning, an ailing but
brave Aronson hobbled in to second
base with a fresh-off-the-DL two-run
double which upped the run tally to

three. Then, in the bottom of the sev-
enth, a debatable double play call by
the umpire and a shallow pop to second
by Ross Mehlman, terminated further
embarrassment for the Old Stars.

After the game, team captain

C.B.I. Stays in Playoff Chase;
Muffles Red Thunder, 11-8
By STEVEN KRAKAUER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The JCC Men’s Softball League
poised a very competitive game on
August 4 at Tamaques Park in West-
field when C.B.I (3-6) muffled the
clap of Red Thunder (4-4), 11-8. The
skies were clear early as C.B.I sported
an eight-run lead after five innings,
however, the Thunder roared back to
make a game of it.

Dave Grands singled in the top of
the first for C.B.I. then cleanup hitter/
mayor Marty Marks marched to the
plate and reached second on an error
as Grands scored. Iin the bottom of
the inning, the Red Thunder salvaged

only a single by Eric Weiss (3-for-4
on the day) and could not convert off
C.B.I. hurler Ken Litwin.

Thunder pitcher/team captain Lou
Safrin shutdown C.B.I in the second,
and even with a leadoff double by
Warren Cohen, the Thunder failed to
score in their half of the inning.

C.B.I. blew it open with six runs in
the third, taking a 7-0 lead. Litwin,
Grands, Jon Albert and Marty
Grunberg added one RBI apiece and
Eric Wallis whacked in two.

In the top of the fourth, C.B.I.
knocked in three more runs with RBI
singles by Howie Queller, Jay
Lowenthal, and Albert. Eight different

men contributed to the 10 C.B.I. runs.
Thunder man Weiss knocked his

second leadoff single up the middle
in the fourth. Lowell Winer followed
with a double to put runners at sec-
ond and third with no outs. Unfortu-
nately for the Thunder, the middle of
the line-up managed to only knock in
one run.

Thunder reliever Don Parisi en-
tered in the fifth and shut the C.B.I.
bombers down in order. The Thunder
clapped lightly in the bottom of the
inning as Dan Aaron – 3-for-3 with
two RBI – drilled an RBI double.

Parisi was a prince again and shut

winning run in the bottom of the
seventh inning.

Coming out of temporary retire-
ment, veteran Al Betau took to the
mound for Shady Lane and yielded
10 hits and three walks to grab the
victory. His opponent was the wily
old veteran Al Manzi, who yielded
12 hits and no walks until the sev-
enth inning when strategy demanded
that he yield two intentional passes.
Manzi also went 3-for-3 with three
singles.

Defensively, Shady second
baseman Jeff Doyle performed ad-
mirably and was involved in seven
putouts, four which were sweet.
Shortstop Jerry Lipshitz added a
run-preventing stop in the second
inning which later proved to be cru-
cial. The Hunters added their fair
share of defensive support with fine
feats of magic from shortstop Chris
Klukas, third baseman Frank
Marcazzo and right fielder Paul
Ewing.

The Hunters fired the first shots
with two runs in the top of the sec-
ond. Phil Wein walked and Paul
Ewing beat out an infield single.
Marcazza ripped an RBI single to
right, then Lipshitz made his run-
saving stop at short. Scott Rossey
followed with an RBI sacrifice fly to
center.

The response from Shady Lane in
the bottom of the second was quite
clear as Kevin Woodring singled and
Durow drilled his two-run shot into
the playground in left. Further runs
were prevented when Hunter catcher
John Welsh gunned down an at-
tempted steal of second.

Laner Doyle made a great leaping
catch to, perhaps, prevent a run in the
third then, in the lower half of the
inning, Hunter Klukas made a major
league snag and whip to first for a
putout.

Al Betau helped his cause in the
fourth by ricocheting a leadoff single
off the pitcher then using swift-footed
Lou Cerchio to become his courtesy
runner. Cerchio stole second, then
scored on Woodring’s RBI single up-
the-middle.

Fan-pleasing defensive plays ruled
until the top of the seventh when
Hunter knotted the score at three.
Kyle Bilcher walked, Paul Ewing
moved him to second with a sacrifice
bunt and Marcazzo loaded the bases
by ripping a shot off the glove of the
second baseman. Welsh then hopped
an RBI single past short.

After Woodring grounded out to
short to start the bottom of the sev-
enth, Durow plunged a shot into the
left field screen for a triple. After an
infield conference, the Hunters de-
cided to cede intentional walks to
Luke Cerchio and Lipshitz. Phil
Lotman strode to the plate and ended
it all with a lined RBI single to left.
MF Hunter 020 000 1 3
Shady Lane 020 100 1 4

FOMSA League Standings:
TEAM W L T Pct.
Russell Rd 9   5 1 .642
Montrose 9   5 1 .642
Willoughby 7   5 2 .583
Hunter 8   7 0 .533
Sun Valley 7   7 0 .500
Shady Lane 7   9 0 .438
Poplar 5 10 0 .333
Marian 4   8 2 .333

Aronson basked in the glory of Club
40 and said, “We’re looking forward
to the playoffs. Next week we’ve got
a big match with the Marauders. It
should be good.”

The impressive victory elevated
Club 40’s record to 5-5. This is the
first time in their history that the
Club men reached a record of .500.

Kaufman said, “This team’s start-
ing to peak at the right time. We’re
getting guys to play well in different
positions now. Also, we’ve had some
real clutch hitting recently.”

Aronson did have some advice that
his team can work on for next week.
“Our hitting left a lot to be desired,”
he said.
Club 40 010 104 3 9
Old Stars 000 000 0 0
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DAVIDSON HITS 3 SINGLES, DOUBLE, HOME RUN

Redwood Downs Old Glory;
Captures Tri-Town Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Redwood staggered top-seeded
Old Glory of New Providence, win-
ning three-straight to claim the A
Division crown of the Tri-Town Slow
Pitch Softball League. After win-
ning, 7-5, and 9-7, Redwood grabbed
the title with a nail-biting, 14-13,
win on August 4 in New Providence.
Captain Russ Davidson led the Red-
wood attack in game three with three
singles, a double and a home run.

Redwood towered with four runs
in the top of the first on RBI singles
by Davidson, Mike Pappio, Tom
Cronin and Matt Pappio. But Old
Glory’s Kenny Carroll immediately
answered with a three run homer to
right in the bottom of the inning.

Andy Marion singled and Davidson
smoked his two-run homer to up
Redwood’s lead to 6-3 then Sal Agnito
doubled and scored for Old Glory in
the second.

Redwood’s lead grew to 13-5 in
the third on an RBI by Tom Klein,
Marion, John Egan, Davidson and
Robert Davenport then Old Glory
added a run on an RBI single by
Carroll. Mike Darling knocked in an
RBI single in the fifth for Redwood.

On the cowering end of a 14-5
battering, Old Glory came storming
back, scoring seven runs in the fifth.
Abrams bashed a two RBI triple,
Sandello scored Abrams and Agnito
drilled a two RBI double. Chris
Ferraro thumped a solo home run
and Adams tapped an RBI single.

Mother nature suspended play with
monsoon like rains and the game
resumed on August 5. Then, Old
Glory added its final run in the sev-

enth when Chris Leffler lashed an
RBI double.

Winning pitcher “Mo Jo” Wright
shared his feelings. “Playing a team
like Old Glory, you know that they are
going to play very well defensively.
They are not going to make errors.

They are not going to give you four to
five outs. So, we knew we had to play
strong. A sub-par effort on our part
was not going to be good enough.
They have a solid line-up, and we had
to play our best to beat them. They are
a very worthy opponent.”

Outstanding Old Glory pitcher

Mike Abrams commented, “They hit
the daylights out of the ball all three
games. We have played them now for
the past five years for the champion-
ship and were fortunate to have beat
them the past two years, but this year,
they never let us up and banged away

at us hard from the get go.”
Having played perhaps in his last

softball game, left fielder Egan said,
“It’s been 10 years of fun. I love
playing with this bunch of great guys.
Everybody knows each other. They
all have great attitudes with every-
one patting each other on the back.”

Fred Lecomte for The Leader  and The Times
THE VICTOR…Redwood pitcher
Dave Wright tossed his way to victory.

ONE OF THEM IS A STAR…Ozzie Canseco of the Newark Bears greets Dave
Corbin, left, Sports Editor of The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in a recent home baseball game. Flanking Canseco are The
Westfield Leader/Times Publisher Horace R. Corbin, Jr., left, and Fred Lecomte
(Sports/Sales), right. Canseco recently broke the Atlantic League home run
record and is on the verge of breaking the RBI record.

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
A SWORSKY SWAT…Alan Sworsky of Club 40 takes a mighty swat at the ball
as Old Star catcher Bob Kendler observes.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TIMBER! A REDWOOD FALLS ON HOME…Redwood’s Russ Davidson
flops on home safely in the title game against Old Glory.

David B. Corbin for The  Leader  and The Times
Shady slugger Jerry Lipshitz

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
LITERALLY STEALING SECOND…Lou Cerchio of Shady Lane feels sorry
about stealing second base and decides to return it to its rightful location.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DEFINITELY SAFE AT THIRD…Frank Pepe of the “James Gang” swoops safely into third and has proof as the umpire
calls him safe. St. Anne third baseman Bob Cummo has to agree.


