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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Everyone loves
Westfield Sleep Center
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We crush the competition
on a daily basis!!

We�ll Beat Any
Advertised

Price!

Sealy Posturepedic
Ultra Plush or Extra Firm

$279
Full  Ec. Pc........ $849 ................$349
Queen 2pc set... $1,899 .............$799
King  3pc set..... $2,299 ..........$1,099

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Twin  Each Piece
Dept. Store Reg. Price $649

Call us for a price today!
We quote right over the phone

our competitors won�t!!

HEALTHY MALES & FEMALES 18-60 YEARS OF AGE

Needed to Participate in a Clinical Trial

Find us online: www.centerwatch.com then Clinical Trials, Phase I

Call 1-800-FOR-CPU3
(1-800-367-2783)

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Leader/Times  Raises Questions Regarding Financial
Arguement Against Building Parking Deck in Westfield
By HORACE R. CORBIN

Editor’s Note: This is part two of a
series to conclude by Labor Day on
the issue of parking deliberations in
downtown Westfield. This week’s
column presents the financial argu-
ment against a parking deck. Next
week’s article will present the finan-
cial argument in favor of a parking
deck. Mr. Corbin is Publisher of The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
The September 16, 1999 editorial

of The Westfield Leader raised sev-
eral questions about parking decks in
downtown Westfield as the town’s
parking consultant, Rich and Asso-
ciates, initiated a $25,700 study of
the matter.

These questions remain unan-
swered. By now, many residents had
hoped that a clear, good and agree-
able parking plan would have
emerged. That has not happened now,
nor did it happen 55 years ago when
the Westfield Chamber Of Commerce
started examining parking improve-
ment options. Why?

The core problem is that Westfield
is a fully developed town. It has no
available land to convert to parking
lots. Any significant parking expan-
sion plan must include the construc-
tion of multilevel parking deck(s).

Studies of the past reached the
same conclusion.

Unfortunately, a parking deck can-
not be made to pay for itself. Each
parking spot would have to generate
$150-$200 a month to do that - an
unacceptable, and probably politi-
cally impossible, increase from the
current $30 per month Westfield park-
ing permit charge.

If a bond is passed to make up the
difference, about 80 percent of the
cost of one or more parking decks
will be borne by the total property
owner base in town. Of that portion,

homeowners will pay 90 percent.
Downtown businesses will pay 5
percent.

That doesn’t necessarily mean that
a parking deck should not be built.
But it is a hard nut to swallow.

Summit recently completed a park-
ing deck of 500 spaces on available
land next to their train station. Con-
sidering all expenses, it cost about $8
million to build — $16,000 per new
car space. Summit raised all parking
fees approximately $22 per space.
This was applied to all their 2,700
spaces. Their aim is to generate an
additional $700,000 of annual rev-
enue to pay for the deck. Summit
commuters now pay $3 per day; non
residents are charged $5 per day -
i.e., about $60 per month for Summit
residents and about $100 per month
for non residents.

If Westfield builds one new park-
ing garage at the train station or at
any other location under consider-
ation, it will displace current parking
spaces at ground level.

So, to achieve a net addition of 500
parking spaces, a three level parking
deck must be sized for 750 spaces.
This is a severe cost penalty.

The cost to do this is estimated to
be $10-12 million. About $1 million
of additional annual revenue would
be needed to pay for a single deck.
This is about $170 per month for
each of the 500 new spaces, assum-
ing full use all the time.

Westfield’s current 1,800 paid lot
spaces owned by the town generate
about $650,000 per year. With a 500
space deck added, the town owned
permit base would grow to 2,300.

If the added cost for the deck were
spread over all the lots containing
2,300 spaces, the monthly permit
rate in town for all users would need
to be raised from $30 per month to a
minimum of $60 per month.

A second deck of the same size

would increase total town owned lot
spaces to 2,800. The town would
need to raise all rates again from $60
per month to about $80 per month.
The more decks that are built, the
higher all lot charges must become.

About a year or so ago, there was an
angry howl from citizens when the
town proposed raising parking rates
to $40 per month. What kind of howl
would there be now if the town raised
the rates of all lots to $60 per month?

One proposed solution: If the town
leaders really believe that a parking
deck is a necessity for the good of the
town (and that the demand exists),
raise the rates of all the lots now to
$60 per month. Then stand by their

in New Jersey (ecstasy pills are
manufactured primarily in the Neth-
erlands and cost less than five cents
each to make).

MDMA begins to affect a typical
user 40 minutes to an hour after its
consumption. It causes brain cells to
emit huge amounts of serotonin, the
chemical that controls one’s mood.

This brings on feelings of extreme
pleasure and happiness that last for
four to six hours. Users of ecstasy
usually find themselves socializing
with people who they would not ap-
proach while sober, or discussing
topics that they would keep hidden if
not for MDMA.

Although ecstasy is not physically
addictive, it has many negative side
effects. Consumers can also experi-
ence nausea, chills, muscle tense-
ness, chattering teeth, and paranoia.

An Ocean County adolescent be-
came so paranoid after ingesting ec-
stasy that he was killed after jumping
out of a speeding motor vehicle.

Since serotonin also regulates hu-
man body temperature, ecstasy users
can fatally dehydrate.

People who take MDMA can also
become depressed if they talk about
a painful subject while under its in-
fluence. Nevertheless, depression
usually follows an ecstasy high and
can last for 24 hours after the high
wears off.

MDMA causes sexual inhibitions
to decrease, and can therefore lead to
unsafe sexual encounters. In addi-
tion, some ecstasy pills are not pure
MDMA; other drugs such as cocaine
could be included in the tablets.

New Jersey politicians are trying
to enact stronger laws against ec-
stasy dealing. On July 3, Governor
Whitman signed into law a piece of
legislation that made the punishment
for selling ecstasy in the state equal

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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to that of selling cocaine and heroin.
Currently, anyone pushing five

ounces of the drug (between 475 and
500 tablets) or higher will be repri-
manded with a 20-year maximum
prison sentence and up to $500,000
worth of fines.

This is the same punishment in
place for dealing cocaine in the state.
Under Governor Whitman’s plan,
those convicted of selling between
50 and 500 ecstasy pills would re-
ceive up to 10 years in prison along
with fines.

Dealers pushing less than 50 tab-
lets would be punished by up to five
years in prison, which is the current
reprimand for selling any amount of
MDMA in New Jersey.

Assembly Majority Leader Paul
DiGaetano (R-3tth) and State Sena-
tor Peter Inverso (R-14th) have also
propounded tougher crackdowns on
ecstasy dealers.

While ecstasy might not be physi-
cally addictive, it can be fatal.

If you or someone you know uses
ecstasy, you can contact the follow-
ing local institutions:

 New Jersey Council on Alcohol-
ism & Drug Dependence of Union
County, Inc., 300 North Avenue East,
Westfield, (908) 233-8810.

 Resolve Community Counseling
Center, 1830 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, (908) 322-9180

 Drug Abuse Treatment Centers
Information, (800) 333-2294

 Drug Abuse 24 Hour Action
Helpline & Treatment, (800) 888-
9383

 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Guidance Office, 641
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, (908)
889-8600

 Westfield High School Guidance
Office, 801 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, (908) 789-4530

guns under the fire and re-measure
the size of the waiting list. It may be
painful, but wouldn’t this be better
than to spending $12 million before
finding out what people actually want
- or would do?

Of course, this would be a gutsy
course — but isn’t that leadership?

The Leader has published numer-
ous articles on parking in Westfield.
Go to the Internet at
www.goleader.com and click the
SEARCH button. Type in “parking
deck,” set the time period to, say, 800
days, then set the number of files
desired to 1,000.

Please read these articles and tell
us what you think.

AROUND THE ‘WHIRL’…Almost 500 Girl Scouts from all over Scotch Plains
and Fanwood recently converged on Bowcraft Amusement Park in Scotch
Plains for an afternoon of rides, games, food and fun. The event, organized by
Girl Scout volunteer Eileen Morris, is an annual fundraiser for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Girl Scout community, providing the organization with money
for programs planned for the fall. Pictured are Junior Girl Scouts Annie Smith,
left, and Emily Jones waiting to take a spin on the Tilt-A-Whirl.


