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BOUGHT THE FARM/
BOUGHT IT

As a euphemism to describe some-
one who has died, this idiom gets
high marks. It has a nice folksy ring
to it, and it is certainly a big improve-
ment over its less genteel, kicked the
bucket or croaked synonyms. We
were recently asked about this curi-
ous expression and have determined
the probable date, source and deriva-
tion of this colloquial manner of
describing the deceased.

The first appearance in print of “to
buy” in connection with death can be
traced to 1826. Its next appearance
was in 1920, when it was used by
WWI fliers in connection with their
downed comrades. The farm element
of this idiom was added by WWII
RAF fliers, many of whom hoped to
buy the farm of their dreams after the
war was over. Thus, when a plane
went down, it was said of the pilot
that he bought the farm, because the
war was, indeed, over for that unfor-
tunate airman.

We hope you bought (accepted)
our explanations of this idiom. If you
must buy the farm of your dreams,
we trust that said purchase will sim-
ply add to your real estate holdings,
but not become a part of your estate
for a long long time.

Letters to the Editor

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Traveler Offers Some Observations
About Recent Visit to China

I want to thank The Westfield Leader
for the June 15 article about my attending
the reunion of “old China hands” of World
War II in Kunming, China, this past April.

This was my second visit to China
since the war. In 1978, I was invited to
give some lectures as a visiting scientist.
This time I went as a participant in the
veterans’ reunion you mentioned. In both
cases, my wife and I had the opportunity
to visit a number of cities of our choice,
and the changes that we saw this time are
quite impressive. I would like to com-
ment on two changes in particular.

Housing has long been one of China’s
major problems. In 1978, housing for
the general city populace appeared to be
essentially the same as it was in 1944-
45, when I was there as a soldier. When
we went this time, we had heard about
the major building of commercial struc-
tures. But it was a surprise to see under
construction a very large number of high-
rise (15 stories or so) apartment houses
in every city we visited (although hous-
ing in the countryside has not changed
appreciably). When our guides were
asked who would occupy the new apart-
ments, they said “the rich people.” I
didn’t understand where so many “rich
people” would come from.

The second observation related to our
being able to hire, on our own and not
through any governmental agency, a
young lady who owns or leases a VW
Passat to act as our driver for a day. She
apparently is a private entrepreneur, who

works part time for a tourist agency and
the rest of the time for herself. Her daily
fee $40, which is a lot of money in China.

It seems to me these two observations
are related. Perhaps we were seeing signs
of the development of a middle class,
and the new entrepreneurs such as our
driver are the “rich people” our guides
were talking about. If this is a correct
analysis of what we saw, it would be a
major step forward for China, since a
strong middle class could be a signifi-
cant force for change in both social and
economic conditions, provided the gov-
ernment allows it to grow.

Bertram Schwartz
Westfield

Mother, Fanwood Resident Expresses
Concern About Park Softball Safety

I am writing to express my concern
about the LaGrande softball games. An
incident happened on July 25 that has
caused me to write.

A ball came flying over and just
missed a friend of mine, whom I was
talking to at the time and another mother
holding her baby daughter. I shutter to
think if it had hit a child. I don’t think
the softball league wants the death of a
child on their hands.

What made me even more outraged is
the response from the outfielder. He
stated, and I quote, “I said ‘Heads Up!’”

Well speaking for myself, I am hearing
impaired. ‘Heads up’ doesn’t help if you
don’t hear it.

Also, it was movie night there. The
park was crowed early, as the children
wanted to get set up with their blankets
before the movie started.

I know there was a meeting there of
the Recreation Commission, but I was
not able to speak as I was keeping an eye
on other people’s children.

This is not the first time this has
happened. That same night a ball came
towards the children by the water foun-
tain who were playing wall ball. The
outfielder told them to pay attention to
the game.

I want to know whom the park belongs
to, the softball league or the children of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains? It seems to
me that the softball players are getting
out of hand. Most of them speed down
Marian Avenue. They don’t even stop at
the stop sign; they don’t want to be late
for the game.

I am sure the ball players don’t want to
hurt the children, but someone is going
to get hurt if they don’t switch back to
the wooden bats and slow balls. I don’t
think they want to attend a child’s burial.
I can tell you from my own experience,
it isn’t fun.

I am almost to the point of not letting
my children go to the park during ball
game hours. But to be honest, I am getting
a little concerned for their welfare.

Donna Kay
Fanwood

Food Pantry Extends
Thanks For Drive

The Westfield Food Pantry housed at
Holy Trinity would like to take this
opportunity to extend its gratitude to all
those who hoped make the May 13 Food
Drive at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church such a success.

A special thanks goes out to the
Westfield and Mountainside Post Of-
fice letter carriers (Local Branch No.
1492), and to Thomas Murphy and
Charles Plungis, who coordinated this
event. Generous donations enabled us to
stock the pantry with over 20,000 pounds
of non-perishable foods for Union
County recipients.

Mary Masterson
Director

Westfield Food Pantry
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Reader Corrects Story Regarding
WHS Television Studio, TV-36

In a July 20 front-page article on the
changes currently taking place at TV-
36, Deborah Madison incorrectly noted
that “Presently the local station is run by
a team of volunteers.”

This is not the case.
Since 1986, TV-36 has cablecast from

the Westfield High School Television
Studio. Currently, I serve as the station
manager under the guidance of Westfield
High School teacher, David Davis. Al-
though volunteers assist on different as-
pects of production, the station is pro-
grammed and maintained by Mr. Davis
and myself.

Within the last year, the Westfield
High School Television Studio has pro-

duced over eighty original programs.
This is an outstanding output for any
local access station, due in large part to
a remarkable group of students dedi-
cated to learning and producing televi-
sion.

It is important to note that TV-36 is a
local access channel on Comcast Cable.
This channel cablecasts productions by
Westfield High School Television and
Westfield Community Television
(WCT).

The term “TV-36” is not, as Ms. Madi-
son asserted, interchangeable with WCT.
I work at TV-36 as an employee of the
Westfield Board of Education, not WCT.
All WCT productions thus far have been
programmed, readied for air and
cablecast from the Westfield High School
Television Studio by myself.

In the future, programming will origi-
nate from both the current Westfield
High School studio and the new WCT
site located in town hall. This expanded
ability to showcase the wide variety of
events and activities that take place in
Westfield should allow for an excep-
tional local channel of which every resi-
dent can be proud.

William McMeekan, Jr.
Station Manager

Westfield High School Television
Studio

Mother Frets Over Teen’s
Admiration of Singer Spears

A very frustrated mother writes:
My 13-year-old daughter is a

Britney Spears fan. She owns her two
CD’s, watches her videos on MTV
and buys clothing similar to what the
singer wears. There is a tremendous
emphasis on her sexy appearance
and I do not approve of this. I’ve
spoken to my friends and they think
I am overreacting. “Lisa” (disguised
name) used to play the piano and
sing in the school choir. She does
neither now. I want her to enjoy
being a young girl and not grow into
an adult so quickly. Your advice
please.

Answer:
If your biggest concern is that Lisa

is too much into Britney Spears, I
would like to reassure you not to
worry too much. Britney Spears is an
attractive pop vocalist who had her
first big hit as a teenager (last year).
This, apparently, is the latest trend.
Another such singer is Christina
Aguilera. The emphasis in these
young artists include being blonde,
attractive, cute, singing happy bub-
bly type music, and appearing on the
cover of teen magazines. The music
tends to be light without deep, dark
hidden messages. There is an at-
tempt for the singer to pose in sexy
positions but I would not take this
seriously. You do not complain of
drug or alcoholic involvement, or
school or relationship issues. That is
a definite asset. And please remem-
ber that Lisa, at 13, is not a “young
girl” who is growing too quickly into
a “young woman.” She is a teenager
who, like so many of her peers, is
enjoying a new role model and her
music. Let her enjoy it, and use it as
a source of discussion and communi-
cation over dinner or when driving in
a car, etc. (I would hate to tell you the
artists my children admired when
they were 13. And we all survived!)

A reader writes:
I attended the 25th Anniversary

dinner for Contact We Care, the 24
hour hot-line, on June 3, 2000 in
which you and several others were
honored. A book-marker titled
“Menu: Contact’s Delicacies” had a
nice wording substituting a food
menu with words describing a healthy
emotional menu. Could you include
it in your column?

Answer:
My pleasure. Here is the “menu”

filled with emotional ingredients to
make you and others feel good. It
was created by Brigette Argueta and
Monique Davis from Contact We
Care:

Menu - Beverage:
Tall glass of love Appetizer:
Small bowl of patience served with

generosity sauce
Entree:
Large platter of encouragement

served with either kindness or good-
ness

Dessert:
A slice of respect topped with com-

mitment and understanding.
A worried mother writes:
My 18-year-old son is going off to

college this fall. He is a nice young
man, raised in a home where we have
had good relations and the family is
the most important thing for all of us.

He is bright, personable and is fo-
cused on a career in advertising. How-
ever, I read so much about the drugs,
like Ecstasy, which young adults get
into, or drinking binges so popular in
many schools. I’m afraid that tempta-
tion and peer pressure may influence
him to become involved in these sub-
stances. Is there anything a parent can
do to protect her child from these
potential difficulties?

Answer:
You seem to have provided your

son with a healthy family life (with
good values). Our roles as parents are
to create a loving home environment
which will enable the child to grow up
feeling secure, and trusting, with a
good sense of self. Our prayers, as
they enter situations away from home,
are that the child will use good judg-
ment in making choices of all kinds
— achieving in school, establishing
good friends, using oneself in all
healthy ways, resisting destructive el-
ements such as drugs and abusive
drinking, and being kind to his own
needs and the needs of others. The
most effective way to continue to
have a meaningful influence in your
child’s life is to be available for all
communications with him/her, and to
remain nonjudgmental, non critical,
and a good listener. Good luck!

Was Twenty-First Century Big Bang
Or Merely a Flash in the Pan?

The new century is barely six months old and,
already, we’d wager that things in the early days of
the 21st century have been a lot more interesting than
the same period a hundred years ago. Consider some
of what has already happened, decide for yourself
whether it bodes well for the next 1,194 months or
whether life, culture and news are all so fast-moving
that none of it will matter in the long-run.

The world and all its computers made it through the
Y2K scare pretty much unscathed, with the real
winners being all of those computer consultants who
spent the months leading up to midnight on Decem-
ber 31 making sure everyone’s PCs were immune to
any fatal bugs.

The new century was barely 100 hours old before
we had our first pop culture icon — Regis Philbin, of
all people — and the century’s first catch phrase – “Is
that your final answer?”

We quickly became a nation of voyeurs, getting our
kicks watching on television as two complete strang-
ers — one a millionaire — got married, one group of
people attempted to survive on a desert island, and
another bunch tried living together in a house. A 21st
century family took a shot at living as if they were in
the late 19th century. All this sneak-peeking (are we all
that bored with our own lives?) makes “Candid Cam-
era” look even more antiquated than it already is.

Our presidential nominating season was over just
a few weeks after it started. With Messrs. Bush and
Gore atop their respective tickets, the country is
ensured its first presidential face-off between two to-
the-manor-born candidates in many decades. The
brief nomination fights this past winter did produce
a few items of note: U.S. Senator John McCain
became the new century’s first political pop star with
his Straight Talk express campaign bus and his free-
wheeling and sometimes brutally honest comments;
ex-Senator Bill Bradley became the first Garden
Stater to mount a credible presidential campaign; and
New Jersey’s primary was, again, of no importance
in choosing the next President.

Closer to home, a former Wall Street executive
from Summit, barely a blip on the political radar six
months ago, spent some $34 million to win the
Democratic Senate nomination. Money helps in poli-
tics, but endorsements don’t always ensure victory,

as Union County Manager Michael LaPolla, seem-
ingly backed by anyone who was anyone in the
Democratic party, can attest after losing his party’s
nomination for Congress to former Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne Connelly. We consider ourselves fortunate
in that the two candidates for U.S. Senate — Jon
Corzine and Republican Bob Franks — and the two
contesting for the Seventh Congressional District
seat — Ms. Connelly and Republican Michael
Ferguson — all live in our area.

Gas prices shot up this year, proving that the ability
of OPEC, U.S. foreign policy, and the oil companies
to control our lives is still there. For a while in the
spring, it seemed as if the Union might actually lose
a state as wildfires threatened to burn down New
Mexico. It was 80 degrees in March, and then it
snowed in April. And this summer’s relatively mild
temperatures have almost made us forget about last
July’s seemingly endless oppressive heat wave.

Little Elian’s six-month vacation in the U.S. finally
ended with his return to Cuba, where he is probably
the only kid with Nintendo and a Disney World tee
shirt.

A couple of events, previously unthinkable, oc-
curred in the first months of the new century. Russia
and Mexico held democratic elections, and the win-
ners weren’t assassinated or prevented in any way
from claiming victory. The leaders of South and
North Korea met for the first time and acted like two
kids on their first date. And the nation’s First Lady is
running for the U.S. Senate.

Will anyone care about these events in a hundred
years? Ten years? Will any of this be relevant in a
year’s time? With few exceptions, today’s cultural
happenings will be supplanted by new ones. The
business of the country and the government will roll
on no matter who is elected to Congress. Perhaps the
seeds of a lasting peace — or the first embers of a
coming war — are being scattered now. We won’t
know the true consequences of many of these events
for months, years and decades. In the meantime,
perhaps they can serve as food for thought or fodder
for conversation as we enjoy the coming dog days of
summer — whether we’re in our back yard, on our
front porch, at the beach, in the mountains, at the
park, in a pool, on a boat or dozing in a hammock.

Westfield Leader Doesn’t Understand
Attorney-Client Privilege Statute

Why Philadelphia? Cover
Entertainment Here

As a 32-year Westfield resident, I
have been reading your paper a long
time and have always enjoyed the news
about Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

In recent months, you have been de-
voting the last two pages to Arts and
Entertainment. This is a good concept,
but lately there are more articles about
New York, Princeton and Philadelphia.
The recent Philadelphia spread high-
lighted  places to see there and restau-
rants to visit.

What about Westfield, Scotch Plains,
and Fanwood? The Leader is a source of
community news, and that is your
strength. Although the articles by
Michelle LePoidevin are well written,
they do not belong in the community
paper.

I hope you will review your generally
excellent paper’s mandate for local
news.

Mary A. Orlando
Westfield

I write this letter to respond to a recent
unsigned editorial in your paper which
makes statements which are inaccurate,
misleading and a disservice to your read-
ers.

Your editorial for July 27, 2000, sug-
gests that it is wrong for memoranda
written by me as Town Attorney regard-
ing legal matters to be addressed by the
Town Council to be “confidential.” Your
premise for this totally unsupportable
position is that state law has only two
areas of local government information
which can be kept from the public.

The Open Public Meetings Act,
N.J.S.A. 10:4-1, which is the law you are
referring to, provides for nine areas where
public bodies can meet in executive ses-
sion to discuss certain items and where
written material can be kept confiden-
tial.

One of the nine areas specifically
relates to matters falling within the at-
torney-client privilege.

However, even if the Open Public
Meetings Act did not specifically pro-
vide for the “confidentiality” of my
memos, the attorney-client privilege

mandates that these memoranda are con-
fidential. I would be doing a great dis-
service to my client and to the commu-
nity if these confidential matters were
released to the public before the Council
acts upon them.

After the Council has the opportunity
to discuss these issues, the Council takes
action in public session.

To suggest that my confidential legal
advice should be made public reflects
your failure to understand the sensitivity
of the attorney-client relationship.

What would be wrong is for me to
make these matters public. It is disap-
pointing that prior to writing your edito-
rial you would not have attempted to
understand the responsibilities of an at-
torney to his client and the need for and
importance of confidentiality in an at-
torney-client relationship.

William S. Jeremiah
Town Attorney

Westfield

The 2000 Census data is not yet
available, however, projections in-
dicate some interesting trends for
the not-too-distant future. Perhaps
the most dramatic demographic
change to anticipate will be the per-
centage of senior citizens living in
our society. The numbers seem to
indicate that in less than 20 years
more than 25 percent of our popula-
tion will be age 60 or older.

Certainly, with this kind of shift
there are several issues of national
importance to address such as ac-
cess to adequate health care and the
stability of our social security sys-
tem. Also to be considered are the
things we can be doing at the local
level to promote a better quality of
life for our seniors.

This year in Scotch Plains, with
the help of a Union County grant
and state funds secured by Assem-
blyman Alan M. Augustine, we will
be doing some much needed reno-
vations at the Scotch Hills Club
House. At Scotch Hills, close to 50
percent of weekday golfers are se-
niors. Also two of our senior groups
use the Club House as their weekly
meeting spot. Township officials as
well as representatives from our
Senior Citizen Advisory Commit-
tee, “Meridians,” and “Golden
Agers” groups will be meeting with
an architect to discuss plans for
improved rest room facilities, new
furniture and HVAC system, a new
meeting room and concession stand,
and hopefully, some better parking
access.

Scotch Plains is also looking to
take advantage of a county program
that would provide a 15-passenger

vehicle to Scotch Plains for the ex-
pressed use of our seniors. In my
meetings with our Senior Citizen
Advisory Committee, improved
transportation for our seniors is al-
ways on the agenda. I will be asking
the council and Municipal Manager
to set aside funds for the operation
of this and perhaps other vehicles
that would provide our seniors trans-
portation to medical or dental ap-
pointments, shopping, meetings and
other such activities.

One topic of interest for most
seniors should ultimately be ad-
dressed at the state level, but the
discussions must start locally. I can-
not tell you how many times citi-
zens have approached me to say that
they have lived in this community
for decades, but fear they might
have to leave because their fixed
incomes cannot handle property
taxes. The property tax is perhaps
the most regressive of all taxes, but
unfortunately is the only one avail-
able to provide funding for the school
system and municipal services. Even
though this year the municipal tax
rate was frozen in Scotch Plains, the
strain on our seniors to remain in
homes that they have lived in most,
if not all of their lives, still exists. It
will take some real ingenuity and
intestinal fortitude in Trenton to
address this issue so that a shift is
made away from the proper tax for
funding of local needs.

Even if you are not presently a
senior citizen, I am sure you hope to
be one some day, so these are issues
that should concern you. Please give
me a call and let me know what your
thoughts are.

From the Desk of Scotch Plains
Mayor  Martin L. Marks

New Demographics Requires
Re-Evaluation of Programs


