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NJ Transit’s Crossway Bridge Project
Nears Finishing; May Reopening Set

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

It could be just a matter of weeks
before area motorists and pedestri-
ans can again use Crossway Place in
Westfield to travel between North
and South Avenues.

The roadway, which runs under
New Jersey Transit’s Raritan Valley
rail line near the border of Scotch
Plains, has been closed to traffic for
about eight months while a new rail-
road bridge was being constructed.

New Jersey Transit paid for the
$1.4 million bridge construction
project. The previous steel structure
was replaced with one made of con-
crete.

The previous bridge was built in
1915. It predates New Jersey Transit
and may have been built before Cen-
tral Railroad of New Jersey operated
the railway that previously ran on the
Raritan Valley track.

Kenneth Marsh, Westfield Town
Engineer, said he has been told New
Jersey Transit will be finished with
its bridge work by May 17, some
four months behind schedule.

Once the bridge is completed, the
roadway underneath will be re-
opened, making it much easier for
both auto and foot traffic under the
new structure, according to Mr.
Marsh.

He told The Westfield Leader that
the new roadway, which the town is
funding, will have two lanes in each
direction.

Prior to the renovation, driving
underneath the bridge could be a
somewhat harrowing experience on
the narrow two-lane roadway.

Often times, a motorist would have
to wait for a car traveling in the
opposite direction to pass under the

bridge before proceeding.
In addition, Mr. Marsh said, there

will be a six-foot wide sidewalk that
will allow pedestrians to cross safely
under the bridge.

He added that the northern section
of Crossway Place will be
reconfigured slightly so that, at the
intersection with North Avenue, it
lines up more evenly with Edgewood
Avenue on the far side of North Av-
enue.

The town will purchase a small
parcel of land from the American

Legion Hall on North Avenue to al-
low for the roadway’s slight bend to
the west.

The reopening of Crossway Place
will undoubtedly ease traffic con-
gestion in the area, given the al-
ready-limited north-south routes be-
tween Westfield and Fanwood.

Between Central Avenue in
Westfield and Terrill Road on the
Fanwood-Plainfield border, the only
ways to travel over the Raritan Val-
ley rail line are the Westfield traffic
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Westfield Planning Bd.
Okays New Building

On Lumber Store Site
By LAWRENCE HENRY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board at a
special meeting Monday approved a
request by the Westfield Lumber &
Home Center on North Avenue to
tear down one storage structure and
erect another.

The store will tear down an exist-
ing steel-framed building that pro-
hibits sufficient storage because of
the interior’s steel girders and re-
place it with what Planning Board
member Robert Newell called “es-
sentially a big storage shed.”

After a brief hearing, during which
property owner Norman Sevell was
represented by his son, Michael, Mr.
Newell moved that the application
be granted. The motion was carried
unanimously.

The Sevells’ investment in the prop-
erty is occurring despite the fact that
the family has negotiated with
ShopRite officials for the grocery
chain to purchase the site to con-
struct a new supermarket.

The Westfield Lumber & Home
Center site, at 628-710 North Av-
enue, has been in the public eye for
nearly nine years, since the Sevells
first struck the deal with ShopRite to
sell the property to the grocery chain.

“The ShopRite deal is still in play,”
said Mr. Sevell before the hearing,
but he noted that “it’s been in litiga-
tion” ever since the supermarket chain
first proposed to build.

“We don’t expect any action” on
ShopRite’s part “for at least a year,”
Mr. Sevell said.

Indeed, two separate cases involv-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Last Pool Reg.
Planned May 1

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The last chance to purchase
memberships to Westfield’s Me-
morial Pool for the 2000 season
will be Monday, May 1.

On Monday, the final 20 per-
cent of the pool’s total member-
ship, or 1,800 individual mem-
berships, will be available for
sale. The remaining memberships
are available to all Westfield resi-
dents and to all those who live
outside of town.

The doors to the Recreation
Department will open at 8:30
a.m., however, Recreation Di-
rector Glenn S. Burrell said he is
expecting a line to begin forming
much earlier.

“We’re expecting quite a line,”
he said. “We’ve been getting feed-
back from those who dropped
the ball, so to speak, and did not
sign up for a pool membership
previously.”

Mr. Burrell said that the de-
partment also has been getting
numerous calls from non-resi-
dents who had been members in
previous years and think that they
might not be able to be pool
members this year.

“We’re working under the

Tax Collector’s Office
Open Monday Night
The officer of the Westfield

Tax Collector will be open from 7
to 9 p.m. on Monday, May 1, in
addition to the regular office hours
of 8:30 p.m. 4 p.m.

Interest will be charged for taxes
received after Friday, May 5.

TRISTA POLLARD HONORED WITH PHILHO WER AWARD

Darielle Walsh and Arlene Gardner
Re-Elected to Their Board Positions

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a special ceremony before the
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing on Tuesday night, Tamaques El-
ementary School fifth grade teacher
Trista Pollard was given the Charles
Philhower Fellowship Award.

The award, named after long-time
Westfield educator and Rotary
founder Charles Philhower, honored
Miss Pollard for “outstanding teach-
ing, interest in children…and school
spirit without limit.”

Miss Pollard accepted the award,
saying, “Wow! Thank you! Do I have
to say anything more?”

“No,” said Board President Darielle
Walsh.

“Okay,” said Miss Pollard, who sat
down in the front row, wiping away
tears as her students, introduced by
Tamaques Principal Michael J.
Cullen, read tributes to her from the
podium.

Those tributes repeated one theme
over and over again, “She’s so funny.
She jokes with us and we have such a
good time. She makes us laugh a lot.”

Miss Pollard herself said she saw

her strengths as “Patience…sense of
humor. I just want the students to be
comfortable, and at the same time,
they can learn.”

Miss Pollard came to teaching as a
second career after working as a
bookkeeper for an insurance com-
pany.

In other business, incumbents Dr.
B. Carol Molnar, Anne L. Riegel,
and Michael J. Kessler were re-
elected to the board sworn into new
terms on school board following their
victories in the April 18 school elec-
tions. Newcomer Kimberly Rhodes
won a three-year term. The tax levy
portion of the $57.2 million school
budget was passed by a 2-1 margin
by voters last week. The meeting
held few surprises.

The board unanimously re-elected
Mrs. Walsh as President. In nominat-
ing her, Dr. Molnar quoted President
Harry Truman, lauding “men and
women who got to the top who did
the job they had at hand…and stayed
awake to do it.”

The board also unaminously re-
elected Arlene Gardner as Vice Presi-
dent.

After the special award presenta-
tion to Miss Pollard and an intermis-
sion, Mrs. Walsh read through a long
series of approved resolutions, re-
confirming the school district’s con-
tractual arrangements for medical
consultations, legal services, insur-
ance, banks and investments.

The resolutions also confirmed
Robert A. Berman as Board Secre-
tary, Tamar Sydney-Gens as Assis-
tant Board Secretary, Liy-Huei L.
Tsai as Treasurer of School Moneys,
and Howard McNicholas, Jr., as At-
tendance Officer.

In the major presentation of the
evening, Superintendent Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley introduced Westfield
High School students Rebecca
Brockman and Rebecca Shulman.
Miss Brockman and Miss Shulman
had chaired focus groups following a
series of town and school meetings
prompted by the Littleton, Colo.,
school shootings last year.

The focus groups, as directed by
Dr. Foley, discussed issues of civility
and communication as potential prob-
lems for Westfield, both in the town

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PERHAPS THE END OF AN ERA?…There is a possibility that there will be no Westfield Men’s Softball League. At least
not this season! The highly competitive, modified-pitch league which began in 1967 has experienced a shortage of
competitive teams this season and may temporarily disband. Possible plans for a merger next year with another nearby
modified-pitch league are in the works.

     Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
SHE’S ON THE HUNT…Toni Ann Simione of Westfield, 2 1/2 years old, scours
Mindowaskin Park for plastic eggs she can place in her little basket. The egg
hunt, which was held Saturday, was sponsored by the Lion’s Club of Westfield.

       David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BRIDGING THE GAPS…Motorists and pedestrians may be able to use Cross-
way Place in Westfield to travel between North and South Avenues within a
matter of weeks. The roadway, which runs under NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley
rail line near the border of Scotch Plains, has been closed to traffic for about
eight months while a new railroad bridge was being constructed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Town Council Gives Approval
For Improvements to Park

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Town officials are moving ahead
with plans to make improvements to
Brightwood Park, Westfield’s natu-
ral preserve.

Among the improvements slated
are the purchase of aerators for the
pond in the park, re-paving of a
walkway that will also be extended
to encircle the pond, and making the
park handicapped accessible to con-
form with the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act.

Existing trail systems in the park
would be reestablished and picnic
areas added.

“It’s a real gem; it’s like nothing
else this side of the county,” Town
Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh said of
the park during the Town Council’s
Tuesday night agenda session.

Looking ahead to a long-range
plan, Mr. Marsh said he foresees a
system of trails and nature stops. He
said the town would seek assistance
from the county, which has been
involved in similar projects.

In a memorandum to the govern-
ing body, Recreation Director Glenn
S. Burrell said the improvements
would be funded from an unused
1998 Pocket Park grant of $15,000
from Union County. The grant was
originally intended for environmen-
tal studies of Brightwood in antici-
pation of developing ballfields at
one corner of the park.

Faced with opposition from resi-
dents seeking to preserve the natural
setting of the park, coupled with a
“less than favorable preliminary en-
vironmental impact evaluation” of
the site to be developed, as stated in
Mr. Burrell’s letter, the town aban-
doned that plan.

All but $1,000 of the Pocket Park
grant — money used for the wet-
lands study that marked the first phase
of the environmental survey of
Brightwood Park — is still available
for park improvements if the town so
chooses. The initial phase of the
improvements would be purchase of
aerators to improve the quality of the
pond by keeping the water circulat-
ing, and for establishing the path.

Mr. Marsh noted that the commu-
nity is invited to participate this Sun-
day, April 30, in a cleanup program
at the park. The program is being
completed as part of the Mitzvah
Day program at Temple Emanu-El.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott told The Westfield
Leader that the improvements are
intended as “a major effort to get that
park back to where it belongs” as a
safe and natural setting. He said resi-
dents should not be concerned if they
see trucks in the park, as they will be
used to lay macadam for the path
trails.

On another matter, the council re-
ceived an update on grants being
sought by East Hanover-based Keyes
Martin - The Bruno Group, a grants

consultant hired by the town.
Through the consultant, the town

has submitted five grant applications,
of which one was approved, another
was rejected and three are pending.
Another six grant requests are about
to be submitted and three to six other
areas have been identified for pos-
sible grants.

Town Administrator Thomas B.
Shannon noted the town is resubmit-
ting an application for a highway
traffic safety grant to the Division of
Highway Traffic Safety in the state
Department of Law and Public Safety.
The previous grant application by
the town was rejected.

Bruno has also applied on behalf
of the town for a Garden State Trust
Fund grant to develop a community
arts center, utilizing the auditorium
of the Elm Street school district ad-
ministration building. Additional
grant money is available from the
Westfield Foundation.

The World War I memorial on
North Avenue will be looked at to see
if it is registered as a historic site and,
if so, if grants are available from the

Garden State Trust Fund to upgrade
the monument and the traffic island
it stands on.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury noted that the Department
of Transportation (DOT) has offered
to expand the island where the monu-
ment is located and make the neces-
sary improvements. The DOT would
do the work as part of the traffic
circle improvement project it has
proposed.

Mr. Shannon noted that the
Cacciola Place neighborhood is be-
ing looked at for a grant to support a
redevelopment management master
plan for the area. The town also may
apply to the state for inclusion in its
Neighborhood Preservation Program
if the master plan grant is approved.

The consultant has submitted a
grant request with the United States
Department of Justice for the pur-
chase of Reverse 9-1-1, a system that
can program emergency messages to
be automatically dialed to residents
in a specific area of the town. Offi-
cials said the town should learn within
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circle, the Tuttle Parkway bridge
one-quarter mile to the west, Cross-
way Place, the Hetfield Avenue
bridge on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood border, Martine Avenue
in Fanwood and Sheelen’s Cross-
ing several blocks to the west in
Fanwood.

The importance of having as
many north-south thoroughfares
open as possible was underscored
last week when the Scotch Plains
Township Council said the planned
refurbishment of the Hetfield Av-
enue bridge would not begin until
Crossway Place was reopened to
traffic.

While the Crossway Place will
be reopened to traffic in mid-May,
Mr. Marsh pointed out that the road
surface itself will need to be com-
pletely repaved by the town.

He expects bids for that purpose
to be advertised next month, with a
contract awarded and work getting
under way in June. In the interim,
he told The Leader, the road’s sur-
face will be temporarily resurfaced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Crossway
Place Bridge

ing the grocery store are tied up in
court, with action not likely on
either one for several more months
or until this fall.

On October 14, Superior Court
Judge Edward W. Beglin, Jr. ruled
that the Garwood Planning Board
had been right in granting approval
in 1995 to Village Supermarkets of
Springfield to construct a grocery
store on North Avenue.

One of the attorneys represent-
ing Dr. and Mrs. Ulf Dolling of
Westfield, however, filed an appeal
to the state New Jersey Superior
Appellate Division challenging
Judge Beglin’s ruling. Briefs have
been filed and the case is not ex-
pected to be heard until September.

Meanwhile, ShopRite officials
are still in the middle of an appeal,
also pending in the New Jersey
Superior Appellate Division, over
a lawsuit by the Sevell family

Norman Sevell filed a lawsuit
last summer claiming that the su-
permarket chain had not lived up to
its promise of making monthly pay-
ments to him.

In July, Union County Superior
Court Judge Frederick C. Kentz, Jr.
ruled that Village Supermarkets
should make back payments total-
ing $1.6 million, as well as future
payments of some $34,000 a month
to Mr. Sevell. Village supermar-
kets, however, filed an appeal.

Sentiment on the Planning Board
seemed strongly in favor of im-
provements by Westfield Lumber
& Home Center.

After the motion passed, Mr.
Newell commented that “I’m glad
to see you guys are staying here
and investing in the property.”

Planning Board member Kenneth
B. Marsh added, “I’m glad we still
have a regular lumber store in town,
’cause I don’t like Home Depot.”

In other business, the Planning
Board postponed consideration of
an application for a variance by
Ward & O’Donnell Property De-
velopment Co., LLC for 159-169
East Broad Street, the site of reno-
vated New Orleans-style apart-
ments located over Ann Taylor,
Nine West and Classic Thyme
stores.

The applicant is seeking a vari-
ance to construct an exterior stair-
way and handicapped lift in the
rear of the building and to use the
interior space as catering facilities.

One interested party claimed he
had not been properly notified, and
an attorney for Ward & O’Donnell
proposed a new hearing date to
avoid pressing for a board decision
on the merits of the party’s claim.

The new hearing is scheduled for
Monday, May 15, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield
Planning Bd.
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Jim Hely

and school system.
Miss Brockman and Miss Shulman

emphasized what they saw as a need
for better communication between chil-
dren of different ages. They advocated
some structured involvement of older
students with younger students. Both
girls favored a variety of mentoring
programs, and spoke highly of the ben-
efits of Project Adventure, an Outward
Bound-style team-building program.

The girls said, as well, that Westfield
students had felt strongly that the local
police treated them poorly. In the year
since the town began doing surveys
and holding meetings, however, the
student-police relationship has im-
proved, the girls said.

In the comment period following
Miss Brockman’s and Miss Shulman’s
talks, Ms. Gardner singled out binge
drinking as a problem for Westfield
youngsters - a problem she had not
been aware of until the last year’s sur-
veys and discussions.

“I thought this was a college frat
problem,” said Ms. Gardner. “Oh, no.
It goes down, in some cases, to the
seventh grade. I have less fear that a
child will come to school with a gun

than that some child will die from drink-
ing.”

The board will conduct detailed dis-
cussion of facilities — specifically,
high school expansion - at their next
meeting on Tuesday, May 2.

During an intermission, Board Presi-
dent Walsh told The Westfield Leader
that the school district’s population
increase continues to be the district’s
most significant problem.

“We’ve had little bumps up in popu-
lation before, but they’ve gone away,”
said Mrs. Walsh. “This increase is con-
tinuing, and even continuing to bump
up.”

Mrs. Walsh, Ms. Gardner
Re-Elected to BOE Positions

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
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Westfield, County Chambers
Form Networking Group

For Home-Based Businesses
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce, in partnership
with the Union County Chamber of Com-
merce, has announced a new resource for
home-based businesses called
HOTLINC, which stands for Home Of-
fice Training, Leads, Information, Net-
working and Community will be the
focus of the group.

“Home-based business people need
opportunities to network with other busi-
ness owners in the area. The challenges
they face are unique, and sharing knowl-
edge and experiences with others will
make them more successful in their en-
deavors,” said Loraine Kasprzak of Ad-
vantage Marketing & Associates, a home-
based marketing consulting practice in
Westfield.

According to INC. Magazine, 705,000
entrepreneurs started businesses from
home in 1997 (the latest year for which
statistics were available) than from com-
mercial sites (610,000 start-ups).
HOTLINC is the first local Chamber of
Commerce group to reach out to these

businesses, according to Debbie Schmidt,
Executive Director of the Westfield Area
Chamber.

The HOTLINC group will plan
monthly meetings for their members,
with speakers, seminars and training
keyed to members’ needs and interests.

Networking and relationship building
will be key parts of the group’s focus.

An introductory breakfast will be held
on Friday, April 28, at 8:30 a.m. at the
Holiday Inn Select in Clark. The guest
speakers will be Brazer and Littell, LLC
who will present a program on “Success-
ful Networking.”

With over 20 years of experience,
Georgene Brazer and Virginia Newman
Littell will lead business owners through
the do’s and don’ts of networking, and
how to link to both public and private
resources to achieve successful results
for their businesses.

For further information and to make a
reservation, please call the Westfield
Chamber, (908) 233-3021, or the Union
County Chamber, (908) 352-0900.

              Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL GUEST STAR…The Easter Bunny made a celebrity appearance at the 65th Annual Egg Hunt sponsored by
the Lion’s Club of Westfield Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Joan Peiffer Stanley, Bob Broadwell, Kim
Block as The Easter Bunny, Jack Ambos; back row, Doug Schembs, Mike Gordeuk, Jeff Broadwell, Bill Doyle, Ed Renfree
and Ron Stanley.

               David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE WEATHER…Before the rain began its reign over sunny weather, these students from the school at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield waved a warm hello while taking a break from the swings and jungle gym.

TUESDAY, APRIL 18
• A Floral Court resident reported that

his cellular telephone was stolen from his
vehicle while it was parked in front of his
home. The telephone, described as a Cel-
lular Audiovox Model 4000, is valued at
approximately $200.

• A bus rented by Westfield High
School for a field trip was damaged by
students during the course of the trip,
with pencil holes poked through two
seats and graffiti written on six seats.

Two male students, ages 16 and 17
years old, were identified as the indi-
viduals responsible, police said. The
youths have agreed to make restitution
and no formal charges were filed.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19
• An Elm Street resident reported the

theft of a laptop computer which had been
delivered to his apartment building and left
in a hallway.

• An Orenda Circle resident reported
that youngsters damaged his new sidewalk
by inscribing their initials in the wet ce-
ment.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22
• Andrew Wintringham of Scotch

Plains and Dmitry Opelbaum of Westfield,
both 18, were charged with possession of
an alcoholic beverage underage after they
were stopped for a traffic violation in the
200 block of East Broad Street. They were
each released on their own recognizance.

• Paulette Cunningham, 32, of
Irvington was arrested and charged with
shoplifting $1,666 worth of clothing from
a North Avenue department store. She was
also taken into custody on warrants out of
Paramus, Union and the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office. Bail was set at a total of
$17,000.

SUNDAY, APRIL 23
• A Mountainside resident reported an

incident of simple assault which occurred
during a verbal altercation involving young
adults in the 500 block of First Avenue.
The victim said he was pushed by another
individual at the scene. No complaints had
been filed as of press time.

MONDAY, APRIL 24
• Dominic Rodriguez, 20, of Scotch

Plains was charged at a Prospect Street
residence with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance.

• A burglary with criminal mischief
was reported at Roosevelt Intermediate
School on Clark Street. Six windows
were broken in the boys’ locker room
and numerous items of clothing were
strewn around the hallways. Nothing
was reported missing.

TUESDAY, APRIL 25
• Mia Fiore, 23, of Westfield was ar-

rested on a complaint charging her with
criminal mischief. Police said Fiore alleg-

edly struck a vehicle numerous times with
a rock in the 600 block of Forest Avenue on
March 9, leaving scratches and dents in the
driver’s side door. She was released on her
own recognizance after being issued a sum-
mons.

• A Jersey City resident reported that
her wallet, worth with the contents ap-
proximately $90, was missing after she
briefly forgot it at a telephone at a Cen-
tral Avenue service station.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26
• Eight screens were slashed by un-

known persons at Tamaques Elementary
School on Willow Grove Road.

• A Kimball Avenue resident reported
the theft of his vehicle from his driveway.
It had not been recovered as of press time.

Children’s Author
To Appear May 6

At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD — The Friends of

the Westfield Memorial Library will
host a program featuring children’s
author and illustrator Dan Adlerman
on Saturday, May 6, at 11 a.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

All children ages 3 through 9 and
their parents are invited to attend.

The author and his wife, Kim, are
the authors of “It’s Raining, It’s Pour-
ing” (published under the pen name
Kim Eagle), “Hey Diddle Diddle,”
“Africa Calling Nighttime Falling”
and other books. They have also re-
leased a compact disk entitled “One
Size Fits All.”

Mr. Adlerman’s appearance will in-
clude story reading from the couple’s
books, sing-alongs and possibly face
painting.

Books and compact disks will be
available for purchase at a discount,
or attendees may bring their own cop-
ies for autographs.

Seating is limited. Tickets are re-
quired and are available free of charge
at the Main Desk of the library. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street in Westfield. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 789-4090.

Correction

a few weeks whether it has re-
ceived a $75,000 grant from the
Justice Department to purchase the
system.

In addition, the town has received
the necessary software to develop
a Geographical Information Sys-
tem (GIS) to store layers of data on
a computer generated map. The
software was received from the
United States Department of Com-
merce.

The Bruno Group has also iden-
tified a “non-point sewer pollution
control” grant that could be used
for sediment mitigation at the
Tamaques Park pond. Mr. Shannon
said the County of Union will be
contacted about assistance in
dredging the pond. The county
hired a company to dredge county-
owned lakes.

Under shared services, the town
is also looking to fund a SLAP
(Sheriff ’s Labor Assistance Pro-
gram) in Westfield. Officials said
the program utilizes non-violent
prison inmates from the county to
assist towns with labor intensive
projects.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, who
serves as President of the Union
County League of Municipalities,
which recently discussed SLAP,
said the inmates used are those
convicted of such offenses as fail-
ure to pay child support.

The Mayor envisions using the
additional labor for such projects
as the fall leaf collection program
and park and recreation facilities
maintenance. A sheriff ’s officer
stays with the inmates at all times.

Mr. Shannon said Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Clark are look-
ing at the possibility of a joint
program whereby each town would
split the annual $30,000 cost. Offi-
cials from the three towns are ex-
pected to meet with Sheriff Ralph
G. Froehlich to see if a joint pro-
gram is feasible.

SLAP, as well as other shared
services, are funded through a Re-
gionalized Efficiency Development
Incentive (REDI) Grant.

Mr. Shannon announced that the
town is working with Scotch Plains
officials on a shared services plan
whereby the two communities
would utilize each other’s conser-
vation centers as a temporary loca-
tion for the disposal of leaves.

Northside leaves from both would
go to the Scotch Plains facility,
with south side leaves being di-
rected to the Westfield conserva-
tion center.

Mr. Shannon told The Leader
that the leaves would be transported
by a private contractor to Union

County’s compost facil i ty in
Springfield. The county recently
privatized the facility, which is free
for dumping of leaves by Union
County Municipalities.

During the council’s public meet-
ing, also held Tuesday night, the
governing body granted sidewalk
café licenses to Sir Puff ’s and
Theresa’s, both located on Elm
Street, and to the Robert Treat Deli-
catessen on Quimby Street.

Town Council Gives Nod
To Park Improvements

Clerk’s Office to Open
Late May 8 for Voters

To Register for Primary
WESTFIELD — The Office of

the Westfield Town Clerk will be
open extended hours on Monday,
May 8, for residents who wish to
register for the Tuesday, June 6,
Primary Election.

Monday is the last to register for
the election which includes com-
petitive races among Democrats
and Republicans for United States
Senate, Congress from the Seventh
District, Union County Clerk and
Union County Freeholder.

Last week’s edition of The
Westfield Leader incorrectly re-
ported that the voter turnout for
the Westfield Board of Education
election was 23 percent out of
11,450 registered voters.

According to Public Informa-
tion Officer for the school district
Lorre Korecky, the correct num-
ber for the voter turnout was 14.51
percent out of 18,507 registered
voters, not including absentee
ballots.

However, including the unoffi-
cial count of 206 absentee bal-
lots, voter turnout was 15.6 per-
cent.

Nature Club Reveals Slate
Of Activities During May

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will hold its
monthly meeting on Tuesday, May
2, at 8 p.m. at the Courthouse of the
Mountainside Municipal Building,
located on Route 22, East, and New
Providence Road.

The Courthouse is the second
building and is best reached by enter-
ing right from New Providence Road.

The program will feature Bill
Griffen, a naturalist and published
photographer, who will discuss the
family life of various species of birds.

On Sunday, May 7, at 7 a.m., the
club will conduct its second “Walker
Walk” in the hopes of seeing early
migrants including orioleds, warblers
and vireos.

The walk will begin at the skeet
range at Lenape Park, located at the
end of Lenape Drive in Westfield.
This is reached by continuing across
Springfield Avenue at the end of East
Broad Street. Coffee and food will
be served at 9 a.m.

On Saturday, May 13, Holly
Hoffman will lead a trip to the
Somerset Outdoor Education Center
in Basking Ridge for a Wildlife Art
Show. Participants will meet at the
Fanwood train station, south side, at
7:30 a.m. for directions and

carpooling.
On Sunday, May 14, the club will

conduct its third “Walker Walk,”
beginning at the Deserted Village in
the Watchung Reservation (Cataract
Hollow Road off of Glenside Av-
enue.)

A short tour beginning at 7 a.m.
will include forest, field, pond and
stream habitats for a wide variety of
birds. Refreshments will be served at
9 a.m.

On Saturday, May 20, Andy Lamy
will lead a trip to the Pequannock
Watershed and assist participants in
listening for and distinguishing the
various sounds birds make. The group
will meet at the Fanwood train sta-
tion, south side, at 7 a.m. Partici-
pants are asked to bring lunch, bin-
oculars and scopes.

On Sunday, May 21, the club will
conduct the fourth and final
“Walker Walk.” This will begin at 7
a.m. at the Seeley’s Pond parking
lot off of Valley Road in Berkeley
Heights.

This walk will be followed by a
full breakfast. Participants may sign
up at the May 2 meeting or call Pete
Axelrod at (908) 464-3933 the week
before. Guests are always welcome
at club meetings.

Correction
A quote from Patricia Knodel,

who ran for a seat on the
Mountainside school board, in a
story that appeared in the April 20
edition of The Westfield Leader
should have read: “I knew from the
outset I would not win because I
understand the political math,” Mrs.
Knodel said, referring to whenever
two people team up against one
person it is almost impossible for
the one person to win.

premise that we will sell out all 1,800
memberships by the end of the day
Monday,” Mr. Burrell said.

The Recreation Commission
changed its pool sign-up process this
year after membership sold out last
summer for the first time in the 30-
year history of the complex.

During the month of March, pool
members from last year were given
first crack at memberships for 2000.
Accepted memberships were cut off
once 60 percent, or 5,400 of the
pool’s capacity of 9,000, was reached.
The maximum of 5,400 was reached
March 28.

April was designated for Westfield
residents who were not previous
members and for previous members
who did not sign up in March. Sign-
ups were taken for 1,800 additional
individuals and that total was reached
on April 4.

Recreation Commission members
felt this new arrangement was a way
to guarantee each “wave” of mem-
bership a fair opportunity to pur-
chase pool passes.

Despite its attempt to be fair, Mr.
Burrell said the Recreation Depart-
ment has heard from people who feel
the process has not been equitable.
He said that those people have ranged
from residents who did not heed the
town-wide mailing or understand the
urgency of the matter to non-resi-
dents who feel that they have been on
the “outside looking in.”

The Recreation Commission has
approved a plan to renovate the Me-
morial Pool complex, including the
building of a new pool with a slide.
That project is expected to begin in
the fall of 2001.

In the season of 2002, the Recre-
ation Commission “potentially will
be able” to increase membership
because of the additional pool space,
but commission members would have
to study the matter closely before
making a decision, Mr. Burrell said.
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