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Volunteers Sought to Help TV-35
Keep Up Level of Programming
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

The station managers at TV-35 in
Fanwood are seeking a few good
volunteers to help them continue to
deliver the quality programming for
which the local access channel has
long been known.

Since 1991, George Weiss and Joe
Nagy, both longtime Fanwood resi-
dents, have been at the helm of bor-
ough programming fro TV-35, which
Fanwood shares with Mountainside.

Friends and neighbors for 37 years,
the pair film an array of events which
are broadcast either live or on tape
every other day. Besides camera du-
ties, they also handle the requisite
preparation work, both on location
and from their 7-foot by 11-foot,
centrally located studio in Fanwood.

TV-35 programs range from
monthly regular meetings of the
Fanwood Borough Council, to cov-
erage of festivals like Fanny Wood
Day and cultural arts events, to fare
such as “FYI Fanwood,” an inter-
view show featuring the Mayor and
various guests.

Channel 35 also serves as a win-
dow into the past, with features like
“Fallen Flags,” spotlighting the his-
tory of the Central Railroad in Union
County, and “Songs of The Revolu-
tion & Civil War.”

Additional offerings include pro-
grams like “COP TV,” a public edu-
cation series dealing with home se-
curity, school bus safety and similar
topics, which is produced by Ser-

geant Thomas J. Jedic of the Fanwood
Police Department.

Sergeant Jedic, like Mr. Weiss a
railroad buff, has also helped out
with TV-35’s train retrospectives, Mr.
Nagy confirmed. Mr. Nagy, who
shares an interest in history with Mr.
Weiss, said most of the research for
the channel’s history-themed pro-
grams are done in-house.

According to Mr. Nagy, the bulk of
what is broadcast on TV-35 are an-
nouncements which appear on the
channel’s “electronic bulletin board.”
Special computer software, he ex-
plained, enable the station managers
to vary announcements with a vari-
ety of lettering fonts, graphics, shad-
ings and backgrounds.

Despite its modest size, the TV-35
studio in Fanwood houses a com-
puter linked to three videocassette
recorders which run programs on a
pre-set schedule. Also stored there
are a video library of past programs.
The channel is provided to the mu-
nicipality through Comcast
Cablevision’s local cable system.

Mr. Weiss, whose background in-
cludes newspapers and graphic arts,
regularly logs more than 30 hours a
week with TV-35. He has been affec-
tionately nicknamed the borough’s
own Cecil B. DeMille.

Besides doing most of the camera
work and all of the editing, he selects
all of the background music for the
station’s programs.

Equally dedicated is Mr. Nagy,
who conducts on-camera interviews,

prepares the station’s budget and in-
ventory and ensures that equipment
is set up at the proper place and time
for taping. He and Mr. Weiss meet
every Friday to discuss the program
schedule.

A former Macy’s executive, Mr.
Nagy acknowledged that Mr. Weiss
represents “the artistic side of our
partnership,” while his own main
role is administrative functions.

Although the men have received
assistance with camera work and
other tasks from Fanwood Police
Sergeants Jedic and Howard Drewes,
along with Sergeant Drewes’ son,
Jimmy, TV-35 in Fanwood basically
remains a two-man show.

Recently, the rigors of operating
the station and producing all the
broadcast material have forced the
station managers, both of whom are
retired, to reduce the amount of pro-
gramming. Mr. Nagy noted that ev-
ery minute of air time reflects 30
minutes of production time, includ-
ing research, labor and editing.

While committed as ever to main-
taining the programming standards
for which TV-35 has long been
known, Mr. Weiss said he and his
fellow station manager are “just not
producing (the quantity) we have
been producing,” in the past.

He told The Times that although he
and his partner would welcome vol-
unteers of any age, he envisions the
ideal candidate as a senior citizen
living locally who would be avail-

Bed & Breakfast is Sought
Near Fanwood Train Station

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

If James and Barbara Vierschilling
get their way, area bed-and-break-
fast aficionados may not have to
drive hundreds of miles for a week-
end getaway.

They were hoping to get approval
during a meeting last night from the
Fanwood Planning Board for their
plan to open a bed-and-breakfast op-
eration at 225 North Avenue.

“We felt there was a need for it,”
Mr. Vierschilling told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

He said he has spoken with a num-
ber of area residents who told him of
instances where they had out-of-town
family coming to visit but “no place
to put them,” given the dearth of
nearby hotels and motels and the
closing a few years back of The
Mansion Hotel on South Avenue in

Fanwood. “This is something we al-
ways wanted to do.”

“People are already calling about
it,” he enthused, saying he and his
wife have been “amazed” at how
many people have already touched
base with them.

Presently living in Westfield, the
Vierschillings plan to move to
Fanwood soon.

If approved, the interior of the
three-floor house, located directly
across from the Fanwood train sta-
tion, would be gutted completely
and refurbished to provide three bed-
rooms and three bathrooms.

“If it takes off, we have the ability
to add another two bedrooms and
two baths,” Mr. Vierschilling said.
He also plans to build an addition at
the rear of the house, where he and
his wife would reside. He expects his
primary clientele to be residents of

Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Westfield.

Mr. Vierschilling, who recently
retired from his auto repair business
in Mountainside, said he and his wife
have spent the past five years travel-
ing around the country and visiting
bed-and-breakfast establishments

They had considered opening their
own bed-and-breakfast out of state,
but decided to remain in the area.
Mrs. Vierschilling is a gourmet cook,
her husband reported, and their bed-
and-breakfast would serve breakfast
daily.

“Everyone has been so positive
that it scares me,” Mr. Vierschilling
said of the prospects for approval of
his plans. He has not heard any criti-
cism of the idea, he said, adding
hesitantly that, “if someone comes
into the meeting with a major objec-
tion, I don’t know what will happen.”

Fanwood Borough’s Pocket Park on Watson Rd.
Continues Taking Shape on Long-Vacant Lot
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Progress is continuing this spring
on a long-anticipated pocket park in
Fanwood, which officials have envi-
sioned as both a haven for relaxation
and a forum for the borough’s ever-
broadening cultural arts palette.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who chairs the committee which
developed the project, said this week
that she and her colleagues have
been hoping the Watson Road park
could have its official unveiling in
conjunction with the borough’s an-
nual Fanny Wood Day festival in
September.

However, she said the committee
is “optimistic but realistic” in terms
of the timeline, since the park’s de-

but could be affected by a number of
factors, such as the receipt of bids for
various work elements which still
need to be completed.

Just shy of an acre, the long-va-
cant, L-shaped lot is located oppo-
site the Borough Hall complex and
the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, formerly known as the Car-
riage House, which serves as a hub
for cultural arts programs in
Fanwood.

Before the current municipal com-
plex was built in the 1970s, the site
was home to the borough’s adminis-
trative offices, as well as its police
and fire departments and rescue squad
headquarters.

The pocket park is being funded
with $125,000 in grant money that

was awarded to Fanwood by Union
County in 1998 through its Project
Pocket Park program, and which the
borough agreed to match in funds
and in-kind services, for a total of
$250,000.

Because a deadline was attached
to the grant money, the committee
hopes to see the park completed by
the end of August, according to an
article penned by Councilwoman
Schurtz which appeared in March in
The Fanwoodian, the borough’s quar-
terly newsletter.

Mrs. Schurtz confirmed that the
future park has been designated as
exclusively passive and not to be
used for athletic activities. It is also
expected to reflect the Victorian
theme which borough officials hope

to implement throughout Fanwood
as part of the borough’s identity.

The park will feature a central
grassy area encompassed by a walk-
way and enhanced with landscaping
and benches. A parking lot with 17
stalls will be provided at the site, to
be illuminated at night by five Victo-
rian light fixtures.

As a companion site to the Car-
riage House, the interior of the park
is being eyed for cultural arts pro-
grams and concerts, as well as for
such activities as picnics or leisurely
walks.

Councilwoman Schurtz said she
recently asked that the Pocket Park
Committee be reactivated in order to
complete the final stages of the
project.

In addition to its original mem-
bers, several new people were re-
cently tapped to join the group’s
ranks, with hopes of having an even
greater cross section of the commu-
nity represented, Councilwoman
Schurtz said.

They include Steve Falco, Chair-
man of the borough’s Shade Tree
Commission; Fred Leahy, Chairman
of the Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission, and Councilman Thomas P.
Ryan, Jr., governing body Liaison to
the Recreation Commission.

Original members still serving on
the committee are Councilman and
Administration and Finance Com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Sacrificing Selflessly, Residents
Join Avon’s Breast Cancer Walk
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

There are people who talk about
the things they want to do to make
the world a better place, but never
quite get around to making the com-
mitment.

Then there are the doers like Dianna
Cassidy of Scotch Plains, her cousin
and niece, Olga and Jennifer Sica of
Rahway, and Julia Black, Barbara
Karp, Deana Sroka and Karen Simon
of Westfield who put talk into action
to participate in Avon’s 3-Day walk
for breast cancer.

Of course, there are more, many
more. From around the corner and
across the country, thousands of
women and many men have joined
Avon’s effort to raise money to fund
non-profit community-based pro-
grams that provide educational pro-
grams on breast cancer and support
early detection. The tremendous suc-
cess of 3-Day events in the U.S. has
enabled Avon to broaden its reach to
fund research on breast cancer and
other diseases that affect women.

Ms. Cassidy, who lost her mother
to breast cancer 13 years ago, was
moved to walk the 60-mile trek from
Bear Mountain, New York to Man-
hattan in 1999.

She recalled the feeling of help-
lessness that hit as her mother died,
and saw the 3-Day as “a good way I
could do something.”

“The experience was unbeliev-
able,” she said. “It was something
very important in my life. I’d like to
do it again, but the first time could
never be duplicated.”

Wanting to stay connected to the
3-Day, but not quite ready to log
another 60 miles, Ms. Cassidy is
registered as a volunteer for the 2000
event which will take place October
13-15.

She could not say enough about
how well-organized and how warm
the reception was from well-wishers
in the many towns the 2,000 walkers
passed through on their journey last

summer.
Ms. Cassidy chronicled her expe-

rience in a scrapbook filled with
photos, facts and captions that will
preserve the memorable moments
and miles of the 3-Day such as the
place at mile 17 on Day 1 where she
twisted her knee or the cheering
welcome from fellow walkers as she
entered the campsite at each day’s
end or rising each day at 4 a.m. to
packup, have breakfast and hit the
road and the “sweeper bus.”

“It actually had brooms attached,”
said Ms. Cassidy of the bus, which
was always available to pick up walk-
ers who felt they could not continue
to the next stop. “If you really felt
you couldn’t make it, the bus would
drive you to the next point. A lot of
people were picked up for dehydra-

tion.”
With a hint of pride, she added,

“We were tempted, but we never
took the sweeper bus.”

On Day 3 of the walk, Ms. Cassidy,
Olga and Jennifer donned specially
made T-shirts that bore the names of
all the friends and supporters whose
donations made it possible for them
to take part in the fundraiser.

Walkers must generate $1,800 in
contributions to participate in the 3-
Day.

Today in Westfield, first-time 3-
Day registrants Ms. Black, Wellness
Director at the Westfield Y, and Bar-
bara Karp, a Y member and self-
employed businesswoman, are tak-
ing cues from people like Ms.
Cassidy, who have already walked
the walk.

They are testing different kinds of
socks, breaking in walking shoes and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

   Ingrid McKinley for The Times
LACING UP FOR A VERY IMPORTANT WALK…Local residents have
volunteered their time to participate in Avon’s 3-Day walk for breast cancer.
They are joining thousands of women and many men in Avon’s effort to raise
money to fund non-profit, community-based programs that provide educational
programs on breast cancer and support early detection. Pictured, left to right,
are: Barbara Karp, Karen Simon, Deana Sroka and Julia Black.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
CLEVER DISGUISE…While gathering plastic Easter eggs in her basket,
Kristen Carbone of Scotch Plains sports some clever pink bunny ears in honor
of the season.

           Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
READY, SET, HUNT!…Poised with their baskets and bags in hand, parents and children set their sights on the myriad
of plastic Easter eggs strewn about during Easter Egg Hunt in Fanwood. The event, which was held Saturday, was
sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation Department.
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able to learn the necessary skills
and be able to make a sufficient time
commitment.

“It’s not something you can just
walk into,” he remarked.

Mr. Weiss revealed the “main in-
gredient” for a successful volunteer
with TV-35 is “a commitment to
learn what has to be done,” includ-
ing becoming familiar with the vari-
ous types of equipment used. The
number of hours involved, he said,
“would depend on the individual.”

Participants could be responsible
for lighting or camera setup, editing,
posting announcements or computer
work. There may also be opportuni-
ties for volunteers to conduct on-
camera interviews or produce their
own projects, Mr. Nagy said.

Although a background in televi-
sion production or broadcasting is
not required for prospective volun-
teers, Mr. Nagy said a basic famil-
iarity with computers or a camcorder
would be a plus.

In addition to others who have
contributed their time and talents to
TV-35 over the years, Mr. Nagy
acknowledged the efforts of Charlie
Cooper, another Fanwood resident.

Always willing to share his “ex-
ceptional computer and technical
knowledge,” Mr. Cooper was de-
scribed by Mr. Nagy as “a key per-
son” in the TV-35 operation, particu-
larly during technical emergencies.

“A certain enjoyment” comes
from showcasing the borough
through the TV-35 lens, explained
Mr. Weiss. “There’s a sense of satis-
faction when you produce some-
thing that’s good.”

“It’s local and its personal and
people can identify,” concurred Mr.
Nagy. “If you do something and it’s
worthwhile, they (the audience)
know and they recognize you.”

During her own appeal on behalf
of TV-35 at the April 13 regular
meeting of the governing body, Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell urged
residents to volunteer with the cable
channel.

“They bring you virtually every-
thing you see in town,” she ob-
served. “It’s a valuable asset to
Fanwood and we can’t afford to be
without it.”

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing with TV-35 may call either Mr.
Weiss at (908) 889-1752 or Mr. Nagy
at (908) 889-7646.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Channel 35
Volunteers
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mittee Chairman Stuart S. Kline,
Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden, Department of Public
Works Director Raymond Manfra
and Sergeant Howard Drewes of
the Fanwood Police Department, a
neighbor of the site.

So far, perimeter fencing has been
installed at the park, as well as a
drainage system to accommodate
the newly-developed lot and pre-
vent flooding on Watson Road.

The property has also been lev-
eled and cleared of dead trees, and
one corner has been shored up to
achieve the correct grade. In addi-
tion, the parking lot area has been
established and initial blacktop cov-
ering has been laid down, she said.

Still to come is the installation of
the lighting fixtures and pavers,
which will match those at the foot
of the Millennium Clock located at
the entrance to the Fanwood train
station at South and Martine Av-
enues.

A sprinkler system and some un-
derground electrical work are also
still pending, officials confirmed
during the Borough Council’s regu-
lar meeting of April 13.

Councilwoman Schurtz antici-
pated that the park could be en-
hanced even further with additional
plantings or other features as time
goes on, possibly through the ef-
forts of civic groups or the Fanwood
Community Foundation.

“It’ll be a work of art, a work in
progress, depending on what re-
sources we have” she remarked.

Fanwood’s Pocket Park
Begins Taking Shape on Lot

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Rotary Club to Honor
Fred Chemidlin

SCOTCH PLAINS —The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club is holding its annual Vol-
unteer Recognition Dinner.

The honoree this year is Fred
Chemidlin of Family Investors
in Fanwood. He has been an
active volunteer in the com-
munity for the past 40 years.

The dinner will be held on
Wednesday, May 3, at 6:30
p.m. at the Westwood in
Garwood.

Friends and members of the
community are invited to at-
tend. For reservations, please
call Rotary President Andy
Calamaras at (908) 322-2535.

NJ Transit’s Crossway Bridge Project
Nears Completion; Road to Reopen in May

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

following the prescribed training
to build up their endurance for the
arduous 3-Day. They are also col-
lecting pledges.

Ms. Black has actually reached
the $1,800 minimum. Collections
are going a little slower for Ms.
Karp, but she is not worried. “I
have a summer group (of friends)
to tap into,” she said with a smile.

When asked why she decided to
register for the 3-Day, Ms. Black
said, “There’s so much more can-
cer around us. More and more
people are affected. We see so many
women at the Y who come here to
take care of themselves after the
diagnosis.” Ms. Black’s mother-in-

law died of breast cancer, and she
has a number of friends who have
been treated for it.

She agreed, “It is almost like an
epidemic.”

“I just thought it was a fabulous
cause and a great challenge,” added
Ms. Karp. Of the women at the Y
she knows who have endured breast
cancer, she said, “I saw the suffer-
ing. Part of you wants to take it on.”

As part of their training, both
women have opted to walk more
and drive less. “I’m walking places
instead of driving,” said Ms. Black,
who recently chose to hike three
miles into Cranford to a photo shop
rather than hop in her car.

“If you have a mission, a pur-
pose, that makes it easier,” ex-
plained Ms. Karp, who clocked
eight miles last weekend. She
started with a few turns around
Tamaques Park, then headed out on
her errands for the day.

They are enjoying the support of
their husbands as they prepare for
the 3-Day. Ms. Black’s husband
has signed up to “crew” the walk,
which requires approximately 15-
20 hours’ worth of training ses-
sions.

Local Residents Make Selfless Commitment
To Participate in Avon Breast Cancer Walk

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- It could be just a
matter of weeks before area motor-
ists and pedestrians can again use
Crossway Place in Westfield to
travel between North and South
Avenues.

The roadway, which runs under
New Jersey Transit’s Raritan Val-
ley rail line near the border of
Scotch Plains, has been closed to
traffic for about eight months while
a new railroad bridge was being
constructed.

New Jersey Transit paid for the
$1.4 million bridge construction
project. The previous steel struc-
ture was replaced with one made of
concrete.

The previous bridge was built in
1915. It predates New Jersey Tran-
sit and may have been built before
Central Railroad of New Jersey
operated the railway that previ-
ously ran on the Raritan Valley
track.

Kenneth Marsh, Westfield Town
Engineer, said he has been told
New Jersey Transit will be finished
with its bridge work by May 17,
some four months behind sched-
ule.

Once the bridge is completed,
the roadway underneath will be
reopened, making it much easier
for both auto and foot traffic under
the new structure, according to Mr.
Marsh.

He told The Westfield Leader that
the new roadway, which the town

is funding, will have two lanes in
each direction.

Prior to the renovation, driving
underneath the bridge could be a
somewhat harrowing experience on
the narrow two-lane roadway.

Often times, a motorist would
have to wait for a car traveling in
the opposite direction to pass un-
der the bridge before proceeding.

In addition, Mr. Marsh said, there
will be a six-foot wide sidewalk

that will allow pedestrians to cross
safely under the bridge.

He added that the northern sec-
tion of Crossway Place will be
reconfigured slightly so that, at the
intersection with North Avenue, it
l ines up more evenly with
Edgewood Avenue on the far side
of North Avenue.

The town will purchase a small
parcel of land from the American
Legion Hall on North Avenue to
allow for the roadway’s slight bend
to the west.

The reopening of Crossway Place
will undoubtedly ease traffic con-
gestion in the area, given the al-
ready-limited north-south routes
between Westfield and Fanwood.

Between Central Avenue in
Westfield and Terrill Road on the
Fanwood-Plainfield border, the
only ways to travel over the Raritan
Valley rail line are the Westfield
traffic circle, the Tuttle Parkway
bridge one-quarter mile to the west,
Crossway Place, the Hetfield Av-
enue bridge on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood border, Martine Avenue
in Fanwood and Sheelen’s Cross-

ing several blocks to the west in
Fanwood.

The importance of having as
many north-south thoroughfares
open as possible was underscored
last week when the Scotch Plains
Township Council said the planned
refurbishment of the Hetfield Av-
enue bridge would not begin until
Crossway Place was reopened to
traffic.

While the Crossway Place will
be reopened to traffic in mid-May,
Mr. Marsh pointed out that the road
surface itself will need to be com-
pletely repaved by the town.

He expects bids for that purpose
to be advertised next month, with a
contract awarded and work getting
under way in June. In the interim,
he told The Leader, the road’s sur-
face will be temporarily resurfaced.

Correction

                      Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
OOH, THERE’S ONE!…Sam BeBout of Fanwood spotted enough eggs during
Saturday’s Easter egg hunt to fill his basket to the brim.

A quote from Patricia Knodel, who ran for a seat on the
Mountainside school board, in a story that appeared in the April 20
edition of The Westfield Leader should have read: “I knew from the
outset I would not win because I understand the political math,”
Mrs. Knodel said, referring to whenever two people team up
against one person it is almost impossible for the one person to win.

Volunteers  Defy Poor  Weather For
Planting of  Wildflower Seeds

BACK TO NATURE…Pictured are most of the 25 hearty volunteers who turned out April 15 to plant wildflower seeds
on the PSE&G Company overhead power line property, located next to the Fanwood Nature Center on Cray Terrace.
A large portion of the group was from the Environmental Club at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains. The Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation prepared the area by tilling the soil and spraying an herbicide, while Parker
Greenhouses of Scotch Plains provided the herbicide and wildflower seed at a substantially reduced cost. The Fanwood
Environmental Commission and its Chairman, Dean Talcott, organized the endeavor.

FANWOOD — A group of 25
area residents braved the inclem-
ent weather to plant wildflower
seeds April 15 on the PSE&G over-
head power line property, located
adjacent to the Fanwood Nature
Center on Cray Terrace.

Many participants were from the
Environmental Club at Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains.

At the request of the Borough of
Fanwood, Union County’s Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation as-
sisted with the project and pre-
pared the ground by spraying an
herbicide to kill weeds and by till-
ing.

The herbicide and wildflower
seed were purchased at a substan-
tially reduced price from Parker
Greenhouses on Terrill Road in
Scotch Plains.

Blooming is expected to begin in
May and will last until fall. Mem-
bers of the community are invited
to visit the Nature Center and view
the flowers, but are asked not to
pick them.

Individuals are advised to travel
one block south on Terrill Road
from LaGrande Avenue, turn left
onto Cray Terrace and park in the
street at the overhead power lines,
then walk up the gravel drive.

This project was organized by

the Fanwood Environmental Com-
mission and its Chairman, Dean
Talcott.

Railroad Historian
To Speak Tuesday

At Township Library

Ms. Karp’s husband, she said,
has become a “little coach.” As one
who has trained for marathon run-
ning, he has lots of tips.

Up to now, she has walked
quickly, for aerobic exercise. Pre-
paring for the 3-Day, she has had to
slow down her pace. According to
the organizers, the walkers’ pace
should be about 3.2 miles per hour.

Finding the time to train takes
some doing. “I find it a time-con-
suming thing to take a chunk out of
the day,” said Ms. Black. Flex hours
at the Y allow her to take a two-
hour lunch break on occasion,
which she uses to go walking.

Confident they will be prepared
to make the walk, both Ms. Black
and Ms. Karp have their concerns
about what the adventure will be
like. “You will hear me whining if
it’s really bad weather,” said Ms.
Karp, who admitted she is “obsess-
ing” about blisters.

Ms. Cassidy knows about those
only too well. Having developed
none during her months of train-
ing, she acquired her first blister
just three hours into Day One. “In
your fanny pack, make room for
blister care,” she urged. “It was

blister upon blister by Sunday.”
As a special treat, Ms. Cassidy

and Olga’s husbands welcomed their
wives back with a ride home in a
hired white stretch limousine, which
was secretly parked a few blocks
from Central Park where the 3-Day
closing ceremonies were held. There
was wine on ice, flowers. “A really
nice ending,” said Ms. Cassidy.

Before entering Central Park, all
the walkers were presented with
new shirts. The majority wore blue,
but there were hundreds who wore
pink to signify they were breast
cancer survivors or were currently
undergoing treatment.

“We never knew during the walk.
A lot were still going through che-
motherapy and they walked. They
still walked,” repeated Ms. Cassidy,
even now awed by their courage.

There are 4,200 walkers regis-
tered for the October 3-Day. For
Ms. Black, Ms. Karp, Ms. Sroka
and Ms. Simon, as for Dianna, Olga
and Jennifer, every mile will be
remembered, and every step will
make a positive difference in the
lives of countless individuals.

As one well-wisher shouted dur-
ing last year’s walk, “You go, girls.”

                                                                            David B. Corbin for The Times
BRIDGING THE GAPS…Motorists and pedestrians may be able to use Cross-
way Place in Westfield to travel between North and South Avenues within a
matter of weeks. The roadway, which runs under NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley
rail line near the border of Scotch Plains, has been closed to traffic for about
eight months while a new railroad bridge was being constructed.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Larry
De Young of Flemington, a
railroad historian and author,
will present “Conrail: An
Insider’s View” on Tuesday,
May 2, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The program, which high-
lights the first volume of a
new series on Conrail, is
sponsored by The Big Little
Railroad Shop of Somerville.

Mr. De Young has written
six books on the Erie and
Erie-Lackawanna railroads.
All of his books will be avail-
able for purchase and sign-
ing by the author.

Anyone who has previously
bought any of his volumes is
invited to bring them to the
presentation for an autograph.

For further information,
please call The Big Little
Railroad Shop at (908) 429-
0220.

Plainfield Man
Charged With

Eatery Break-ins
SCOTCH PLAINS – A Plainfield

man was charged by three munici-
palities, including Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Bridgewater, in
connection with several recent res-
taurant burglaries.

Muhsin R. Muwwakkil, 50, was
being held in the Union County Jail
in connection with a March break-in
at April’s Restaurant in Scotch Plains
and an April break-in at the Spanish
Tavern in Mountainside, Scotch
Plains Police Chief Thomas F.
O’Brien said.

He was also charged by
Bridgewater police in connection
with a burglary of a restaurant there,
the chief said.

Chief O’Brien stated that he had
heard Mountainside police arrested
Muwwakkil inside the Spanish Tav-
ern and that the Bridgewater police
were looking into a possible connec-
tion to a restaurant burglary there.
The chief notified Scotch Plains de-
tectives and after several days of
questioning were able to charge
Muwwakkil in connection with the
April’s Restaurant burglary.


