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PEDIGREE
Helen Keller (1880-1968), in her

autobiography entitled “The Story
of My Life,” said, “There is no king
who has not had a slave among his
ancestors, and no slave who has not
had a king among his.” So much for
human pedigrees.

The word pedigree started out, as
have so many other words, as a meta-
phorical phrase that over time was
combined into a single word. The
origin of pedigree was the French
phrase, pied de grue, literally mean-
ing “the foot of the crane.”

What connection does ancestry
have with the foot of a crane? Well,
it was customary for the French to
use a three-line graph on old docu-
ments that recorded family ancestry.
This type of graph resembled the
three-toed foot of the winged crane.

While pedigree was originally de-
fined as a “record of ancestry,” it has
become more specialized to mean “a
recorded line of descent, especially
of a purebred animal.”

Letters to the Editor

SPF Schools, Public Must Remain Vigilant
About Recently Passed Educational Plans

Voters who participated in the recent school board/
budget election in the communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood deserve a pat on the back. As for the
non-participants...where were you? These are your
tax dollars at work. Why not have a say as to how
they’re used?

Amazingly enough, the local 20 percent turnout
well surpassed the 12.5 percent average experienced
by school districts across the State of New Jersey.

In approving the 2000-01 school budget, citizens
who cared enough to cast a vote differentiated be-
tween the fact and fiction that circulated about the
spending plan in the weeks prior to the vote — and
responded accordingly.

They demonstrated the power of parents and in-
formed citizens to make a positive difference in the
future of our educational system. They demonstrated
a willingness to shoulder an even heavier tax burden
to strengthen our public schools. (That willingness,
however, does not excuse the state from its respon-
sibility to more adequately fund public education,
but that’s an editorial for another time.)

This mandate from the electorate challenges school
administrators and the Board of Education to justify
the vote of confidence placed in their vision and
plans for enriching the educational opportunities
afforded the children of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

It’s a weighty challenge — one that will grow
heavier as district officials proceed with the task of
crafting a facilities bond referendum.

With a new budget approved, the pressure is on
school officials to secure public approval of specific
plans to meet the myriad considerations that accom-
pany the planned movement of the fifth grade into the
middle schools come September 2002, and the dis-
trict wide renovation program that is slated to go
along with it.

Last week’s election results signaled a willingness
to follow the lead of the administration and board —
despite some outcry from a disgruntled segment of
the population. We feel strongly, however, that the
community as a whole has a responsibility to follow
that lead with vigilance.

In keeping with the spirit of cooperation demon-
strated at the polls, we expect school officials to
disseminate comprehensive information to the pub-
lic — to parents as well as the community at large. To
answer questions. To consider concerns.

In the same way, we expect the public to reflect on
the information available to them. To make com-
ments and pose questions on educational issues as
they arise. To get involved wherever possible. To cast
educated votes when opportunities present them-
selves.

The quality of our school system says much about
the quality of life in our community. Approval of the
budget and accompanying second questions demon-
strates commitment to enhancing both in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. To those who took the time to
get to the polls, well done.

Longtime Downtown Businessman
Offers Ideas About Parking Deck

Resident Calls for Construction
Of Smaller Parking Structures

Town Resident Believes All Citizens
Should be Included in Parking Talks

Thanks Extended for Participation
In Recent Scholarship Fund Drive

Support for Deck Could Change
Westfield Into Mall, Reader Says

Over the past several years, I have
paid close attention to Westfield’s down-
town parking issue. Having been a busi-
nessman in Westfield for over 40 years,
I feel that I have the experience and
understanding of the problem.

I believe that two additional parking
facilities are needed to accommodate
the parking shortage. The small deck
that is proposed for South Avenue would
help alleviate some of the commuters’
nightmares they are presently experi-
encing. The design is such that it would
affect only a small section of the South
Avenue parking lot and would not ob-
struct the historical train station build-
ing.

I further believe that the design of the
deck can be tastefully executed and would
not adversely impact the neighborhood.
I do not agree with placing retail stores
on the ground floor of this facility. Pres-
ently, there is limited on-street parking
spaces for the existing South Avenue
retail stores. Increasing the amount of
retail stores would only create addi-
tional short-term parking problems for
this area.

When discussing a deck for shoppers,
it appears that the only consideration is
Prospect Street Lot No. 1. The down-
town business district is a fairly small
area in which to maneuver. Adding a
deck with the additional capacity of 300
cars, 150 feet from Broad Street will
only exasperate the already crowded
downtown. Some people have suggested
including Trader Joe’s building and its
associated parking lot for additional
space. The problems associated with
this decision are the following: It is
privately owned and must be purchased
at market value. The town loses a sizable
ratable. You’ve displaced three viable
businesses along with its associated em-
ployees.

My proposed solution for the shop-
pers’ parking problem is the Elm Street
field. The area is large enough that ini-
tially simply creating a ground level
structure would be sufficient rather than
constructing a multi-million dollar deck.
There would be two means of egress -
Orchard Street and Walnut Street. Des-
ignating this an employee parking lot
would limit the additional traffic through
the streets since the employees would be
staying the majority of the day.

Creating a facility somewhat removed,
however within walking distance, will
accomplish two things. It will enable
employees of the stores who now park in
the short-term parking lots and feed the
meters to have a lot specifically ear-
marked for them. Thus, freeing up all of
the downtown parking for shoppers.

The added bonus to the Elm Street
proposal is that the cost would be mini-
mal and no one would be inconvenienced
while the facility is under construction.
Decking the Prospect Street lot would
remove the approximately 100 existing
parking spaces during the time of con-
struction - 12 to 15 months.

Negative thinkers would throw up their
hands and say it can’t be done “because
the field belongs to the Board of Educa-
tion.” The bottom line is that the
Westfield resident is the taxpayer that
funds the operation of this town. It is the
taxpayer who should determine what’s

best for Westfield. I believe the parking
problem is a problem that involves every
Westfield resident.

The recent revitalization of our down-
town could be jeopardized because of
our parking shortage and that will affect
the entire town. To make up for the loss
of the fields at Elm Street, two fields
could be added to a small section of
Brightwood Park.

Each resident should be prepared to
use all the assets of this town to solve
this problem. Whatever solution we ar-
rive at will never please 100 percent of
the community. However, each affected
area must be willing to bend for the
benefit of the overall community.

Norman Greco
Westfield

Westfield had a viable downtown area
filled with dozens of small service busi-
nesses catering to the needs of Westfield
residents. Commercial real estate groups
are working hard to change the character
of downtown Westfield so that they can
generate higher revenues per square foot
for commercial space. It is in their finan-
cial interest to discourage small service
businesses, attract trendy mall type chain
stores, significantly increase out-of-town
automobile traffic, and to use residential
real estate taxes to fund their commer-
cial estate capital and expense needs.
They are succeeding.

These groups have been focusing on
where a huge, multi-story garage should
be built. This is the wrong question. The
real questions are:

 Do we want to drive small service
businesses out of town?

 Do we want to generate more out of
town traffic?

 Do we want to fund commercial
capital programs with residential tax

dollars?
 Do we want to increase our long term

service budgets and overall residential
real estate taxes to provide for additional
fire, police, on other related municipal
services necessary to support the
Westfield Mall?

High profile retailers have replaced
service businesses because they like our
affluent community and the small town
feel of our downtown area. Now they
want to change it in the name of growth
and they want the residents to pay for it!

Support for a huge parking garage is
support for changing Westfield into an
outdoor Short Hills Mall and adding
significantly to our residential real es-
tate taxes. It will mean that we will have
to travel to Cranford to get our shoes
repaired, hair cut and shirts laundered. If
you don’t want this type of change,
please speak up now.

Brendan P. Culligan
Westfield

I am very upset with the way Mayor
Thomas Jardim and some members of
the Westfield Town Council are dealing
with the parking garage issue. It seems
to me that they have already decided
what’s to be done and are now in the
process of shoring up their position.

Mayor Jardim sent out a letter to com-
muters on the waiting list for a parking
spot requesting their attendance and their
input at the town meeting April 18.

Since all Westfield residents will be
paying for and be affected by the con-
struction of a multi-level, multi-million
dollar parking garage, all residents should
have received that letter or no one should
have. The fair thing to do is to get an
accurate representation of the needs and
wants of all residents — not the special
interests of a stacked audience.

There have been many excellent alter-
natives proposed in lieu of building park-
ing decks which can only detract from
the beauty of this town.

These options need to be examined

and discussed and the issue should then
be put to a town-wide vote. That is the
only way the will of the majority of the
townspeople will be met.

Maria Todaro
Westfield

Why are issues important to our whole
town turned into the north side versus
the south side? This is tiresome and
downright childish. The choice of loca-
tion of the parking deck (or decks) should
be made by a committee representing
both sides of the train tracks, not by an
elite few from the north side of town, and
certainly not by some outside consult-
ant.

Several smaller structures located
behind the facades of existing buildings
in town are optimal. (The Trader Joe’s
lot seems to be most popular, and an-
other location I haven’t seen mentioned
is the lot behind Starbuck’s and the
Rialto Theater.)

Several small decks in town would
not create a security issue. But if we had

one monster deck alongside the south
side train station, security would be a
grave concern.

A large enclosed structure alongside
the heavily traveled Raritan Valley line
would leave our town very much ex-
posed to a variety of security issues. And
besides, how do our town representa-
tives — who squabble over the type of
signage permitted in town – justify build-
ing a large cement monstrosity at the
south side train station? Is Manhattan-
direct services their real agenda?

A deck at the south side train station
lot would spend our tax dollars on NJ
Transit commuters – many from outside
of our community – by giving them
convenient parking. But would this solve
the parking problem on the north side of
town? Since people like to park within
700 feet of their destination, the major-
ity of town merchants, their employees,
and shoppers are not going to use a
parking deck located on the opposite
side of town.

Parking decks aren’t going to gener-
ate more traffic. A deck at the Trader
Joe’s lot would probably ameliorate traf-
fic flow on both Elmer and Prospect
Streets, because our favorite “cut-
through” between the two streets would
be eliminated. And if all of the separate
parking lots behind Starbuck’s/Rialto
Theater were amalgamated into one park-
ing structure with the entrance/exit onto
Elmer Street, this would greatly help
with the confusion back there.

Further to that, if the small parking lot
between Starbuck’s and The Baby’s At-
tic were made into a “pocket park” we
would have not more cars crashing into
Starbuck’s storefront window from Cen-
tral Avenue! Imagine a bit of greenery
right in the center of our downtown area
. . . wouldn’t that be nice.

Our current parking problem has cre-
ated a traffic problem. Those circling the
block, and those who simply double-
park because they cannot find a parking
space make the traffic in town a night-
mare. If only our parking problems would
be realistically addressed, then perhaps
people would enjoy visiting our quaint
little Colonial Town of Westfield.

Janna Sage Peterson
Westfield

Scotch  Plains Resident
Thanks Police Officer
And Good Samaritan
To the Good Samaritan (whose name

I do not know) who stopped his car and
came to my aid after I had a terrible fall
on Central Avenue near East Broad Street
at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 6, my
heartfelt “thank you.”

It is truly inspiring to experience the
kindness and dedication of this Good
Samaritan, as well as Officer Anthony
Vastano, who also came to my assis-
tance, and the Westfield Rescue Squad,
who were both professional and reassur-
ing.

Selma Farer
Scotch Plains

"COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY"

By DANIEL P. SULLIVAN
Chairman – Union County Board of Freeholders

The 33rd annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend
of April 15 and 16 by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation. We
would like to express our appreciation to
the local students who participated in
our drive and to the generous citizens of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains who made
their efforts a successful venture.

The money collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating high school
students at the annual awards night at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on
May 18 and to college students on June
9 at our awards reception to be held at
All Saints Episcopal Church.

This year marks the 34th anniversary
of the founding of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation. For
33 consecutive years, the foundation
through its volunteer Board of Directors
has been able to assist local students
with 1,038 scholarships with a total value
of $791,370. This year we have received
90 applications for assistance, with 33
submitted by college students.

We look forward to announcing our
own Dollars for Students recipients as
well as those students who will be re-
ceiving money from the 23 additional
funds which we maintain and the 20
pass-through funds, which we adminis-
ter. This year we will be administering in
excess of $85,000.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation
go out to all of our neighbors who so
willingly continue to show the young
people of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
that they value them and their effort to

continue their education. If you were not
at home when our students stopped by,
or if you did not receive a request through
the mail but would like to support our
efforts, please send your contribution in
care of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood, 07023.

Ellie Kramps
 President, Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Scholarship Foundation

New  BOE Member
Thanks Public for Votes

I would like to thank the voters of
Westfield for electing me to the Board of
Education and for passing the school
budget last Tuesday.

I would also like to thank my cam-
paign manager, Trudy Silverman, my
treasurer, Linda Heroux, and all the
people who gave coffees and wrote let-
ters of support for me. And, of course, I
would like to thank my family. My hus-
band Mark and my children, Christopher
and Amanda, lent both moral and physi-
cal support, and I am extremely grateful.

I am very excited about serving on the
board and promise to work very hard for
the children of Westfield. If you wish to
contact me, please call me at (908) 232-
5104 or e-mail me at
krhodes@home.com.

Once again, thank you.

Kimberly Rhodes
Westfield BOE Member

BOE Board Member
Thanks Citizens

I would like to thank the citizens of
Westfield for their vote of confidence. It
has been an honor to serve the people of
Westfield, and I look forward to my new
term on the Board of Education.

As I stated during the campaign, the
quality of public education in Westfield
is a crucial ingredient in maintaining the
vitality and well being of our town. Our
increasing enrollment demonstrates the
importance of education in Westfield.
Academic excellence must be our first
priority, and I am committed to that
goal.

To everyone in Westfield, thank you
and God Bless.

Carol Molnar
Westfield BOE Member

Reelected BOE Member Anne Riegel
Thanks Public For Election Support

I’d like to thank the voters in Westfield
for their support in last week’s Board of
Education election. I feel very lucky to
live in a community like Westfield that
places such a high priority on education.
I’m pleased to have the opportunity to
continue serving our community and our
children as a member of such an impor-
tant organization.

I’m also thrilled with the community’s
overwhelming support of the school bud-
get, which again demonstrates the town’s
strong commitment to education.

During my term as a board member
and throughout the campaign, I’ve re-

ceived much feedback from the commu-
nity about issues facing the district. I
encourage the community to continue
this communication, especially as we
move forward in addressing the enroll-
ment increases at the high school.

Again, I thank and appreciate the sup-
port of the community in this election.

My congratulations to all of the candi-
dates, who’ve shown their willingness
and dedication to work on behalf of our
children and community.

Anne Riegel
Westfield BOE Member

Letters to
the Editor

Letters to
the Editor

Over the past three years the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has changed the relationship be-
tween schools and county govern-
ment. No county government in the
last 10 years has done more to invest
in schools and educational opportu-
nities for residents of all ages.

In part, this is because of our rec-
ognition that education has a wide-
ranging impact far outside the
schools. High educational standards,
opportunities for higher education
and good schools result in higher
property values, a better quality of
life and better opportunities for our
residents. They also pay off in eco-
nomic development, as businesses
look for a highly trained, highly edu-
cated workforce.

In 1998, when I was sworn in as
chairman, I announced this Free-
holder Board’s first education initia-
tive, Access 2000. Through this pro-
gram, the Freeholder Board would
ensure that by the end of the year
2000, every pupil in Union County’s
23 school districts had access to a
computer in their school and high-
speed Internet access, and that teach-
ers were trained to integrate technol-
ogy into their classrooms.

This program has touched the lives
of all 77,000 students in this county’s
school districts. Union County made
more than $3 million in grants to
districts, which used the funding for
new computers and software, com-
puter networks to share resources bet-
ter, Internet access and technology
training for teachers. We also formed
a partnership with a local business to
wire 11 of our largest districts for
high-speed Internet access.

In addition, the county made
$200,000 in individual classroom
grants to schools. Teachers applied
directly to the county for these grants,
and were encouraged to work with
other classrooms. Innovative projects
that brought technology directly to
children were particularly encouraged.

This program was a great success
and is well on its way toward meet-
ing its goals by the end of this year.
Teachers have responded enthusias-
tically to this program, as well.

This year, the Freeholder Board
developed the Newark Museum Con-
nection.

Through this program, the collec-
tions and resources of the state’s
premier teaching museum will be
available for this county’s students.

Classrooms will be able to take
advantage of the museum’s resources

Freeholders’ Investment in Education
Touches All Union County Residents

in their schools or through field trips
to the museum.

Of course, education continues af-
ter students graduate from school.

Higher education and advanced
training are more important now than
at any time in this nation’s history, as
employers look for degrees or qualifi-
cations for even entry-level positions.
That’s why this board developed the
Freeholder Scholars program.

Freeholder Scholarships pay full tu-
ition for any eligible county resident
who is attending Union County Col-
lege and earning a B-average or better.
Families earning $75,000 a year or less
are eligible for this program.

With the cost of higher education
going up every year, this program has
been a great benefit to working class
families and individuals who want to
improve their earnings potential.
Many of our Freeholder Scholars will
graduate from Union County College
and continue their education at a four-
year college or university.

Since learning is a lifelong pro-
cess, the Freeholder Board is also
extending its focus on education to
this county’s senior citizens this year
through the Senior Scholars program.

The Freeholder Board will pay the
tuition for eligible seniors to attend
classes at Union County College. As
one in five county residents is over
the age of 60, and as the baby boom
generation prepares to enter senior
citizen status, the Freeholder Board
sees educational opportunity as an
important part of ensuring a high
quality of life for older persons.

Our investment in education has
been a top priority for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers because it will pay off with a
better quality of life and better op-
portunities for residents of all ages.

*  *  *  *  *
Daniel P. Sullivan is the Chairman of

the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.


