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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

• Removal of Old Bedding
• Bedframe on All Sets
• Delivery on All Sets

FREE

with purchase of mattress

$50 off
Any Futon or Day Bed

$100 off
Headboard & Footboard set

with purchase of Sealy
Posturepedic or Sterns

& Foster set

Large Selection of  Fashion
Bed Groups & Wesley Allen

Headboards � Footboards
Futons � Day Beds

Bunk Beds

We Won�t Be Undersold
Mattress Sale

Up to 50% Savings!
MATTRESSES

AS LOW AS

$69

Crazy Bonus Minutes

132 East Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

AT&T Advantage Plus Plan

©2000 AT&T. Credit approval required. AT&T Advantage Plus Plans required a one-year contract and a Digital multi-network phone and a subscription to AT&T Wireless Services long distance. $25 activation fee promotion is available to new activations only on AT&T Advantage Plus Plans $29.99 monthly
and above for the first 6 months of service. Promotional minutes apply only to airtime used in your home calling area, applicable long distance charges additional. Domestic calls only. Airtime for each call is measured in full minutes and rounded up to the next full minute. Included and promotional minutes
cannot be carried over to any other month. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Included minutes are for airtime only. Out-of-bucket minutes range from 43 to 60 cents each. Wireless long distance and roaming charges may apply and are set forth in your calling plan.
Coverage available in most areas. Other charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Digital PCS features not available in all areas. Full terms and conditions are contained in the AT&T Wireless Services Guide, Rate Sheet or Calling Plan brochures. Promotional offer expires March 31, 2000 and may not be
combined with any other promotional offer. Other restrictions may apply. Rate plan package must be purchased if requesting additional $9.99 per month 100 nights & weekend minutes. See store for details.

Visit Our Virtual Store for All Your Communication Needs
www.cellsig.com

Free – Caller ID •  Call Waiting • Voicemail • Call Forwarding • Text Messaging

1000 Night & Weekend Minutes
Only $9.99* Additional
Per Month

+200
+200

+500
+500
+500

$99
Pagers

Complete
1 Year
Service

FREE
• Phone
• Case
• Car Charger
• Hands Free Headset*

*with new activation

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

County Offers $3 Million in Grants for Towns
To Create, Rehabilitate Senior Citizen Centers

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Westfield and
Scotch Plains can each apply for
$150,000 grants from Union County
to develop senior citizen centers in
their communities. Both Fanwood
and Mountainside can apply for
$100,000 grants.

The grants, named Senior Focus,
will provide up to $3 million in funds
to municipalities to develop senior
citizen centers or improve existing
facilities. Funds can be used for reno-
vations and improvements including
furniture, fixtures and accessories
for existing centers.

The grants can also be used for
land acquisition, site preparation and
construction of new facilities. The

grants cannot be used for operating
expenses.

Towns with 9,000 seniors or more
can apply for funding of $250,000;
towns with 3,000-8,999 seniors are
eligible for $150,000; and $100,000
for municipalities with a senior popu-
lation of 2,999 or under.

Currently, there are 17 municipal
senior citizen centers in the county.
These centers provide everything
from health services, nutrition pro-
grams and hot meals, recreation and
social programs.

From 1980 through 1988, the num-
ber of senior citizens in Union County
grew from 65,000 to 74,000, an in-
crease of 14.7 percent of the total
population, according to statistics
released by the county.

One out of every five county resi-
dents is 60 or over. Westfield has the
fifth largest senior population in the
county with 5,461. Scotch Plains is
10th with 4,139 and Fanwood is 19th
with 1,231 seniors.

Elizabeth, 17,926, and Union,
13,776, have the highest senior popu-
lations in the county.

Officials said that the county’s
toll-free information line for seniors,
(888) 280-8226, logged more than
27,000 calls last year. The county-
funded Meals on Wheels program
served 220,000 meals last year at 26
sites. In addition, the Paratransit
system made over 170,000 round
trips for more than 5,000 people in
1999.

The board also invested in im-

provements at Runnells Specialized
Hospital, the county’s long-term care
facility.

In addition to Senior Focus, the
county has also budgeted this year
for Seniors in Motion, a program
which will provide vehicles to towns
to expand transportation services for
seniors, and Senior Scholars, a pro-
gram aimed at enabling seniors to
take courses at Union County Col-
lege.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan, who serves as liai-
son to the Westfield Senior Citizen
Housing Corporation, noted that a
survey by United Fund of Westfield
determined that transportation was
the top priority among seniors in
town.

While Westfield does not have a
designated senior center, non-profit
groups and local ministries offer pro-
grams for seniors. He questioned
whether the local Y might be inter-
ested in establishing a senior citizen
center through use of the county
grant. Local churches also offer se-
nior programs.

A county spokesman said the grant
must be for a municipal project. Funds
can, however, be designated by a
municipality for a center to be oper-
ated by a non-profit organization.

The county spokesman noted that
officials did not want towns compet-
ing with non-profits for the grant
money.

Scotch Plains Township Adminis-
trator Thomas E. Atkins said he re-

ceived a packet of information from
the county last week.

He indicated that while the town-
ship does not currently have a senior
center, most of the senior citizen
clubs in town meet at the township-
owned Scotch Hills Country Club.

He said he has asked various mu-
nicipal department heads to look over
the information and see if there is a
project that would fit the criteria of
the Senior Focus grant.

“So there are a couple angles we
can look at,” he said.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Senior
Citizen Liaison on the board, said,
the freeholders are “not going to
force the issue on towns” but rather
have created an incentive for towns
to improve existing centers or build
new ones.

Mr. Mingo said each year the free-
holders pick a line item in their bud-
get that will be used for projects at
the municipal level. The past few
years funds have been used to create
new parks and rehabilitate existing
ones, for downtown improvements
and to help support college tuition
for Union County College students.

Many of the projects were funded
through the issuing of bonds.

Mr. Mingo said he would like to
see the county provide a program
similar to Senior Focus to offer more
programs for the county’s teenage
population in future years.

The county has set a deadline of
Friday, May 5, for the return of Se-
nior Focus grant applications.

Westfield’s Prosecutor Resigning Position
As He Plans Run for Seat on Town Council

Frank Geiger and MaryBeth Schaumberg
Declared Winners in Mountainside Race

Photo Courtesy of the Westfield Chamber of Commerce
MANY YEARS...Darryl Walker, Westfield Chamber of Commerce Chairman,
left, and Westfield Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, right, present a
Proclamation from the Town of Westfield to Ric Miller, owner of the former The
Music Staff store, for his 32 years of service to the Westfield community.

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE - Frank Geiger
and MaryBeth Schaumberg were the
winners in the race for Mountainside
Board of Education, the Union
County Clerk’s office declared on
Monday.

Initially on the night of April 18,
Mrs. Schaumberg and Mr. Geiger
were seen as the clear winners, with
Mr. Geiger getting 906 votes, Mrs.
Schaumberg, 813 and Patricia
Knodel, another contender, 396, ac-
cording to unofficial totals from
Mountainside Borough Clerk Judith
E. Osty.

Wednesday morning, however, the
clerk said she had more time to re-
view the votes and noticed that more
than half the write-in votes for Mrs.
Schaumberg, who was running as a
write-in candidate, were written on a
“line” opposing Mr. Geiger. She be-
came uncertain how many votes to
give to which candidate and turned
the voting results over to the Union
County Clerk’s office for certifica-
tion.

A spokesman from the Union
County Clerk’s office said the votes
were certified on Monday and that it
was very clear to the county clerk’s
office that most of the write-in votes
were done correctly. The spokesman
added that the clerk’s office was un-
sure what Ms. Osty was questioning.

The spokesman did say that some
write-in votes were not allowed be-

cause the person typing in the name
had not used MaryBeth
Schaumberg’s full name or had only
used a first initial with the last name.
Even if it was clear to the clerk’s
office that they were indicating a
vote for Mrs. Schaumberg, the first
and last names needed to be typed
out, the spokesman said.

Misspellings, however, were al-
lowed, the spokesman said, if it was
clear the voters were trying to spell
Mrs. Schaumberg’s name.

She said final certified results
showed that Mr. Geiger received 931
votes, Mrs. Knodel, 419, and Mrs.

Schaumberg, 753. The totals for the
school budget also changed under
the certification, with 856 voting for
the budget and 315 opposing it.

The election became controver-
sial in the borough because of the
last-minute filing for candidacy by
former board member Mrs. Knodel,
following incumbent Linda
Esemplare’s unexpected decision not
to run.

In response, Mrs. Schaumberg
joined the race as a write-in candi-
date. Mr. Geiger, an incumbent, also
ran for one for the two available
seats.

Union County Board of Election Seeks
Residents to Serve as Poll  Workers

ELIZABETH — The Union County Board of Elections is seeking
county residents interested in serving as poll workers for the upcoming
primary and general elections.

Patricia A. Formato, Election Board Administrator, noted that a heavy
voter turnout is expected since this is a federal election year. There are
primary races in both the Republican and Democratic primaries for the
United States Senate and Congress from the Seventh District.

Ms. Formato said the board plans to add a second voting machine to any
voting district where 1,000 or more voters are expected.

Prospective workers must be Union County residents and registered
voters and have not previously contacted the Board of Elections about a
poll worker position.

Workers receive $100 for the day which begins at 6:15 a.m., 45 minutes
before polls open. Polls will be open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. All workers must
take a training session to familiarize themselves with the voting machines
and their duties as poll workers.

Interested persons are asked to call the Union County Board of Elections
at (908) 527-4237.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — In order to avoid
any perception of a conflict of interest,
Westfield Municipal Prosecutor Rafael
J. Betancourt has announced his resig-
nation effective June 6 in order to
pursue a seat on the Town Council.

Prosecutor for the past eight years
and Public Defender in 1991 and
1992, Mr. Betancourt has been cho-
sen by the Westfield Republican
Committee as its candidate for the
second ward seat long held be Re-
publican James J. Gruba.

Mr. Betancourt, a partner in the
Cranford law form of Pisano, Triarsi
& Betancourt, said while there are
new statues preventing him from
continuing as prosecutor, “I just think
that is something I shouldn’t do if I

am pursuing this new endeavor.”
Prior to serving in the Westfield

posts, he was a Municipal Prosecutor
in Roselle Park in 1990. He served as
Assistant Prosecutor for the County
of Union from 1987-1988 and prior
to that was an a FBI agent from 1983-
1988.

Mr. Betancourt noted that he has
been involved in the community over
the years, including serving in the
capacities of President and Treasurer
of the Nomahegan Swim Club.

Originally from San Juan, Puerto
Rico, Mr. Betancourt has resided in
Westfield for 15 years. He is a gradu-
ate of Tulane University in New Or-
leans. He received his law degree
from the University of Puerto Rico.

As a prosecutor, he has had to
make decisions on whether to try or

plea bargain cases. Municipal Court
cases have involved everything from
domestic disputes, drunk driving and
narcotic cases.

Mr. Betancourt said Westfield is
known to have one of the most effi-
cient municipal courts in the state.

“It’s been a real pleasure to work
in the Westfield court,” he said.

He has served before a number of
judges sitting on the Westfield bench
including former Judges Edward
Hobbie, Marion Mognielnicki and
current Judge William L. Brennan.

He said Westfield, which now holds
both day and night court, has a full
docket of cases each session.

Mr. Betancourt’s resignation will
become effective the day he offi-
cially becomes his party’s nominee
for the second ward Town Council
seat. He is unchallenged in the June
6 GOP Primary.

He will face local attorney Will-
iam Ziff in the November General
Election.

The post of municipal prosecutor,
a part-time salaried position, pays
just under $22,000 annually.

New!
 Westfield’s Live Downtown Web-Cam

www.goleader.com/webcam


