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University
News

SPECIALLY AWARDED…The New Jersey Reading Association (NJRA) has
granted their Eileen Burke Undergraduate Scholarship to Natalie R. Warren of
Westfield. She received her $2,000 award at the NJRA Annual Spring Confer-
ence held on March 23 at the Sheraton Tara Hotel in Parsippany. Pictured, left
to right, are: NJRA President Susan M. Hopson; Natalie; NJRA Treasurer and
Co-Chairperson of the Scholarship Committee Janet Streit and Professor
Emeritus of The College of New Jersey Dr. Eileen Burke.

NJRA Awards Scholarship
To Westfield’s Natalie Warren

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Reading Association (NJRA) has
awarded their Eileen Burke Under-
graduate Scholarship to Natalie R.
Warren of Westfield. She received
her $2,000 award at the NJRA An-
nual Spring Conference held on
March 23 at the Sheraton Tara Hotel
in Parsippany.

The NJRA Scholarship is awarded
annually for undergraduate study in
a four-year college or university lead-
ing to become a teacher and receiv-
ing a degree in education.

Natalie, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Peter Warren, is currently a
freshman at St. Joseph’s University
in Philadelphia, where she is major-
ing in elementary and special educa-
tion with a reading concentration.

In her first semester at St. Joseph’s,
Natalie achieved at 3.74 grade point
average. She is a member of the St.
Joseph’s University Singers, Cham-
ber and Church Choirs. She belongs
to the Best Buddies national organi-
zation assisting mentally challenged
individuals and the Hand-In-Hand
program that sponsors an annual fes-
tival for children with special needs.

Natalie is an active member of the
St. Joseph’s Education Association,
the Pennsylvania State Education
Association and the Alpha Phi Soror-
ity. Recently, she received special
recognition award from St. Joseph’s
as being an exemplary resident, stu-
dent and leader.

A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School where she earned a 4.0 grade
point average, Natalie was the Presi-
dent of the Concert Choir, Vice Presi-
dent of the Spanish Club, an Edward
J. Bloustein Distinguished Scholar
and member of the National Honor
Society and Spanish Honor Society.

At the awards ceremony, Janet
Streit, NJRA Treasurer and Co-Chair-
person of the Scholarship Commit-
tee, praised Natalie as an extraordi-
nary individual who was the unani-
mous choice of the scholarship award
committee.

The NJRA is an organization de-
voted to Literacy Education in New
Jersey. The mission of the NJRA is to
advance literacy, promote effective
literacy practices and to encourage
appropriate literacy assessment in
New Jersey through advocacy, col-
laboration and professional develop-
ment.

Christopher Schankenberg
Earns Dean’s List Status

At Rutger’s College
MOUNTAINSIDE – Christopher

Schankenberg, a freshman at Rutgers
College, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 1999 semes-
ter.

Tamaques Teacher Trista Pollard
Awarded Philhower Fellowship

A TRIBUTE TO TEACHING…Trista Pollard, a fifth grade teacher at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield and
the 2000 recipient of the Charles Philhower Fellowship Award, receives congratulations from the President of the
Westfield Rotary Club William Bonsall. The Rotary Club sponsors the award. Principal of Tamaques School Michael
Cullen, far left, and Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley were also on hand for the announcement.

WESTFIELD – Trista Pollard, a
fifth-grade teacher at Tamaques El-
ementary School in Westfield, is the
2000 recipient of the Rotary Club of
Westfield’s Philhower Fellowship
Award in recognition of outstanding
teaching at the elementary school
level.

William Bonsall, President of the
Rotary Club, visited Ms. Pollard in
her classroom to announce that she
was selected. A formal award cer-
emony will take place on Tuesday,
April 25, at 7:30 p.m. at Tamaques
School, prior to the Board of Educa-
tion meeting which will be held at
the school at 8 p.m.

Included in the nominations re-
ceived on her behalf were comments
from parents who described Miss
Pollard as “a very enthusiastic and
creative teacher.”

“Another outstanding attribute of
Miss Pollard,” wrote a mother of a
former and current student, “is her
skill in teaching to the various lev-
els of ability in her classroom and
to challenge each child accord-
ingly.”

Other nominations on Ms. Pollard’s
behalf addressed her infusion of tech-
nology into the curriculum.

“Trista’s use of technology has
made social studies interesting and
meaningful for the class,” wrote one
parent. “Her students take ‘in-class
field trips’ to explore various parts of
the world.”

A parent referred to Miss Pollard

as “a teacher in a classroom without
walls or limits. She befriends every
child.”

Ms. Pollard was also com-
mended for her “tireless brand of
school spirit and enthusiasm.” One
parent explained, “Trista acts as a
PTO liaison, the advisor for the
patrols and she involved herself
with the Tamaques Variety Show
by choreographing and directing
the fifth grade performance. This
involves more than six hours each
week during rehearsals – volun-
teer time spent with about 75 10-
year-olds.”

Extra talents and efforts of Miss
Pollard were also cited in her in-
volvement with special projects. She
is trained in the math pilot program
and is certified in the “Star Lab”
program from Liberty Science Cen-
ter, which she presents to all of the
Tamaques student body. She is also a
leader in the Martin Luther King Jr.
Day observation at Tamaques. One
mother noted that, “Trista teaches
tolerance, kindness and respect ev-
ery day.”

Another parent ended her letter of
nomination stating, “Trista deserves
to be recognized and rewarded for
her open and approachable style of
teaching, but as far as this parent is
concerned, Trista is already a win-
ner.”

Miss Pollard has been teaching at
Tamaques since 1993, both in the
third an fifth grades. She received

her Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Douglass College in 1990 and a
Masters Degree in Instruction and
Curriculum from Kean University in
1995.

Tamaques School Principal
Michael Cullen described Miss Pol-
lard as “an enthusiastic and talented
teacher whose dedication to children
and learning is a real tribute to the
profession and a real asset to our
school.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley congratulated Miss
Pollard for becoming the eighth re-
cipient of the Philhower Fellowship
and also commended her for her role
on the vanguard committee of the
Westfield Teacher Institute, where
she helps new elementary teachers in
classroom management and parent
relationships.

Dr. Foley thanked the Rotary for
“its recognition of this meaningful
profession.”

“The Philhower Fellowship was
established in 1993 by the Rotary
Club to honor former Westfield edu-
cator and Rotarian Charles
Philhower and to recognize the im-
portance of teaching in the elemen-
tary grades,” explained Mr. Bonsall.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
was supervising principal (super-
intendent) of Westfield Public
Schools for 30 years, from 1917 to
1947, and was co-founder and past-
president of the Rotary Club of
Westfield.

The Philhower selection commit-
tee was composed of three Rotarians:
Dr. Foley, Kenneth Ciarrocca and
Mr. Bonsall, as well as Franklin El-
ementary School Principal Margaret
Dolan and last year’s Philhower Fel-
lowship recipient Eva Morton, a third
grade teacher at Washington Elemen-
tary School.

Other previous Philhower recipi-
ents were Angela LaCarrubba,
Claudia Andreski, Bette Tuthill,
Carol Joyce, Carol Mastroianni and
Susan Feldman Glick.

Model United Nations
Includes Westfielder

WESTFIELD – Delbarton School
faculty members John Sanfacon and
Kevin Conn, as well as 15 Delbarton
students traveled to John Hopkins
University in Baltimore from March
30 to April 2 for the Model United
Nations.

Michael Krivak of Westfield rep-
resented Thailand, along with fel-
low students.

Newark Academy
Posts Honors List
Newark Academy in Livingston

has announced the names of
Westfield and Scotch Plains pupils
who have earned High Honors or
Honors for their academic achieve-
ments during the winter term.

Students who earned High Honors
include ninth grader Arti Mattu and
12th grader Daniel Ramage, both of
Westfield.

Pupils who received Honors in-
clude: seventh grader Julien Cobert
of Westfield, eighth grader Eric
Weinberg of Westfield, ninth grader
Avni Shah of Scotch Plains, 10th

graders John Acquadro and Stephanie
Forman, both of Westfield, 11th grad-
ers Emilie Cobert, Sharad Mattu and
Mindi Rock, all of Westfield, and
12th graders Nicole Panza of Westfield
and Stephen Savage of Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Residents
Named to Dean’s List
At Johnson & Wales
FANWOOD – Johnson & Wales

University has announced that Lesley
Halas and Diana Zaleski, both of
Fanwood, have been named to the
Dean’s List for the winter term.

Lesley is majoring in hospitality
sales and meeting management.
Diana is majoring in fashion mer-
chandising.

John Haight Participates
In Income Tax Program

FANWOOD – John Haight of
Fanwood, a senior accounting major
at Rider University, participated in
the Internal Revenue Service’s (IRS)
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) Program to offer free income
tax help to those who cannot afford
professional help.

John worked with other students
from Rider University to assist
monthly senior citizens and low in-
come individuals with their taxes.
This is the 17th year Rider students

have participated in VITA. The pro-
gram ran from February 1 to March
4 at the Quaker Bridge Mall and at
the Rider Student Center.

All of the students who participate
must be senior accounting majors or
graduate students in the Master of Ac-
countancy or the Master of Business
Administration programs. In order to
qualify, they must have completed an
upper-level taxation course at Rider, go
through IRS training, and pass the fed-
eral and state examinations.

Westfield Review Announces
PSAT and SAT Prep Courses
WESTFIELD – Les Jacobsen, Di-

rector of Westfield Review, Inc., and
mathematics instructor from
Westfield High School, has an-
nounced the Summer 2000 PSAT
and SAT preparation schedule.

The program will begin on
Wednesday, June 21, meeting on June
21, 22, 26, 27, 29, July 10, 11, and
12. The program consists of 24 hours
of total instruction in both verbal and
math given over eight different ses-
sions meeting for three hours each
session.

The cost of the program is $359,
which includes a text named, “10
Real SAT’s,” published by the Col-
lege Board and containing 10 actual
SAT’s administered in the past few
years. This program is designed for
students who will be high school
juniors and seniors for the upcoming

PSAT and SAT tests in the fall.
Classes are small and seats are

limited. All classes meet at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield and are
filling up quickly. To reserve space
and receive further information,
please call (908) 317-2774.

Laura Sweeney Earns
Dean’s Award

At Colgate University
WESTFIELD – Laura Sweeney,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Will-
iam Sweeney of Westfield, is a re-
cipient of the Dean’s Award for aca-
demic excellence during the fall 1999
semester at Colgate University in
Hamilton, N.Y. where she is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2001.

A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, Laura is concentrating in
molecular biology at Colgate. She
was also elected as the secretary of
the Biology Honor Society.

Matthew Forman
Places Second
In Spelling Bee

SCOTCH PLAINS – Matthew
Forman, a student at Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison placed
second in the Spelling Bee spon-
sored by The Scotch Plains Recre-
ation/Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club on March 11 at the Scotch Hills
Clubhouse.

New Jersey
Cellular

“ALL YOUR WIRELESS NEEDS”

Free Cellular Phones!

$29.99/month
• Up to 400 minutes
• Free Voice Mail
• Free Caller ID
• Free Call Waiting

Serving Union County Since 1992
11 Eastman Street, Cranford
(between the theater & Café Rock)

Call Store for Details
908-497-2100

Beepers only $1.99/month

Snoring may be 
a symptom of sleep
apnea, a potentially life-
threatening sleep disorder
linked to high blood pressure,
stroke and heart attack. If you
think you or someone you love may
be at risk, call for an appointment today.

Diagnosis and treatment of 
pediatric sleep disorders also available.

A T L A N T I C  H E A LT H  S Y S T E M

    Morristown Memorial Hospital

SNOR ING

Call 973-971- 4567 • Sleep Disorder Center
Accredited by American Sleep Disorder Association

ARE YOU
IGNORING A
WARNING
SIGN?


