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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Arts & Entertainment
State

       of the Art
Music

The Crossroads in
Garwood will host Soft Pa-
rade: Doors Tribute on April
20; Joe Taino & The Blue Flames
on April 21; Blunt Force on
April 22; Great North Special:
Grateful Dead Tribute on April
26; and Cup of Joe on April 27.
For more information, please
call (908) 232-5666 or visit
www.crossroadsatgarwood.com

Theatre
The Cranford Dramatic Club

in Cranford will present Lend Me
A Tenor on May 5, 6, 12, 13, 19 and
20. For more information, please
call (908) 276-7611.

The Union County Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway will welcome
Wayne Newton as part of its Head-
liner Series on May 6. For ticket
information, please call (732) 499-
8226 or visit www.ucac.org.

Art
The Westfield Art Associa-

tion, in conjunction with The
Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion will hold its annual Art Show
and Sale on May 13 in downtown
Westfield. The raindate is May 20.

The Morris Museum in
Morristown will present an Open
Art Workshop on April 20, Gar-
bage Art on April 21, Salt Water
Painting on April 25, Signs of Spring
Scavenger Hunt on April 16, and
Sun Catchers on April 27. For more
information, please call (973) 538-
0454, Extension No. 242.

The Westfield Community
Players in Westfield will host
present Brigadoon on May 13, 20,
June 2, 3, 9, and 10. Tickets may
be reserved beginning on April 24
by calling (908) 232-1221.

The New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark
will host Ravi Shankar with
Anoushka Shankar on April 28 at 8
p.m. in Prudential Hall. NJPAC will
also present Land of Fado in Victoria
Theater on April 29 at 7:30 p.m. For
more details and ticket informa-
tion, please call 1-888-GO-NJPAC.

Cooking Class Planned
On May 3 by JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community (JCC) Center of Cen-
tral New Jersey will sponsor a
cooking class with Classic Thyme
Cooking School & Kitchen
Shoppe of Westfield.

The class en-
t i t led, “Main
Course Salads”
will be held on
Wednesday, May 3,
from 7 to 10 p.m. at
the school’s location
on East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Participants will
learn how to prepare salads as a
main course, which are ideal for
spring and summer fare.

Registrat ion is avai lable
through the JCC. To register,
please call (908) 889-8800 or visit
the JCC at 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. The cost is $30
for JCC members, $40 for non-
members.

Auditions for 2000 Season
Announced by WYACT

WESTFIELD – Following Oliver!
at the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) last year and Car-
ousel in 1998, the Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT) recently announced its
2000 summer season.

In July, NJPAC’s Victoria Theater
will be home to the WYACT and
NJPAC co-production of the musi-
cal fable, Brigadoon, books and
lyrics by Alan J. Lerner, music by
Frederick Loewe, the Broadway
team responsible for such hits as
My Fair Lady and Camelot.

Auditions for Brigadoon will be
held at the Westfield Community
Players, 1000 North Avenue,
Westfield on Saturday, April 22,
and in Newark at the NJPAC, 1
Center Street, on Sunday, April 30.
Singing auditions on both days
will be held from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Dance auditions will start at 7 p.m.
Callbacks will be held on Sunday,
May 7, at NJPAC.

Aspiring cast members for
Brigadoon must be middle, high
school or college age with legiti-
mate vocal training for assorted lead-
ing and ensemble roles. Strong male
and female dancers are also needed,
possessing good ballet techniques.

For the second year, WYACT
will participate in Kean University’s

Arts Incubator Festival in early
August with a production of Cole
Porter’s The Gay Divorce, a song
and dance frolic boasting Porter’s
“Night and Day,” among other
musical selections.

Singing auditions for The Gay
Divorce will be held on Saturday,
April 29, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
dance auditions will begin at 5
p.m. at Westfield Community Play-
ers. Tap experience is a plus. Call-
backs will be held on Saturday,
May 6.

The Gay Divorce auditionees
must be between the ages of 15 to
21 with strong comic ability. Per-
formers must also be familiar with
or be able to learn easily an En-
glish accent.

Auditionees for both Brigadoon
and The Gay Divorce are requested
to bring sheet music in the appro-
priate key and a photo of them-
selves.

Both productions will be di-
rected by Cynthia Meryl, WYACT’s
Artistic Director. For further infor-
mation regarding auditions, tech-
nical apprenticeship or general
WYACT information, please call
(908) 233-3200.

For tickets and box office infor-
mation for Brigadoon, please call
(888) GO-NJPAC.

Editorial
Continued from Page 22

READY TO PERFORM…Mountainside’s Oliver Eng, a 10th grader at
Governor Livingston High Schoo in Berkeley Heights, has composed a
composition for two violins called “Desire.” He will perform a premier
of this piece with his teacher, Stephen Wolosonovich, on Sunday, April
30, at 3 p.m. at the Grace Episcopal Church in Plainfield, 600 Cleveland
Avenue. Admission is free. Oliver will also be featured in the first
movement of Lalo’s Symphonie Espagnole. He will be accompanied by
the concerto solo orchestra led by Mr. Wolosonovich. Other performers
will include Jean and Henry Namkung, Jamie Yang, Cassandra Lambros,
Alan Yu, Christina Yang, Kevin Ng, Tina Wong and Frank Hauch.

Rules of Engagement
Court Martial Tale Is More

Terror Than Trial

2 popcorns

It thumps and it pounds. It stomps
and it resounds. You have to pay
attention when the director of The
Exorcist and The French Connection
makes a new movie. There may be
something to it. And, William Friedkin’s
military courtroom drama rings all the
bells and toots all the whistles.

For starters, there’s the impressive
cast he deploys. Tommy Lee Jones and
Samuel L. Jackson, two who certainly
know the big budget drill, lend a note
of authenticity as old Vietnam War
buddies who have the misfortunate
opportunity to once again traverse a
mutual crossroad in their lives. Just
like last time, morality in wartime is
the issue: the old duty and honor
versus human decency bugaboo.

In this case, Marine Colonel Terry
Childers (Jackson) is brought up on
charges after his harrowing and heroic

evacuation of the American ambassa-
dor to Yemen (Ben Kingsley) in hos-
tile territory. Assaulted by the violent
crowd and ducking sniper bullets, he
loses three Marines. He orders his men
to open fire. In a matter of seconds, 83
Arab protesters lie dead outside the
embassy; over a hundred are wounded.
Confoundedly, no guns are found on
their persons.

Childers contends he had no choice.
They fired first. And the security cam-
eras would prove his claim. That is, if
the suddenly missing tape could be
found. National Security advisor Will-
iam Sokal (Bruce Greenwood) says he
doesn’t know where it is. And, he’s
sure Childers is guilty of murder.

Government skullduggery, anyone?
Riding to the rescue, on more of a

figurative donkey than a big white
steed, is Tommy Lee Jones as Colonel
Hayes Hodges, the proverbial old
warrior who has been jockeying a
desk lo these 20 some odd years since
his salad days in Vietnam. Now a
military lawyer who owes the accused
a debt emanating from an incident in
Vietnam that neither is particularly
proud of, he is reluctant to take the
case.

Oh, it’s not that he thinks his pal
wasn’t justified in his actions. But
rather, Colonel Hodges, residing in
the shadow of his illustrious father,
General Lawrence Hodges (Philip
Baker Hall), doesn’t feature himself a
very good lawyer. In other words,
both lead characters are in need of
redemption. So what’s really on trial
here is man’s self-image and civility, or
lack thereof. But again, isn’t it always?

But in the meantime, Rules of En-
gagement merely iterates this specific
stumbling block in our evolution.

It’s all pressed uniforms, shiny med-
als and deeply committed salutes. Nary
a cliche is safe from overuse. And thus
one suspects that, despite its much
advertised ruminations to the con-
trary, Mr. Friedkin’s movie is not very
cerebral, let alone anti-war.

Fact is, Rules of Engagement likes
playing soldier. And you don’t have to
be Genghis Khan to enjoy its hor-
monal proffering and macho machina-
tions on that level.

Beyond that, things don’t get very
deep or thought provoking. Despite
the fine actors in tow, including Guy
Pearce as the hired gun prosecutor
who informs he isn’t a hired gun
prosecutor, little more than lip service
is paid to characterization.

Jackson’s dedicated lifer fears that
he’ll “just die without the uniform.”
Great. But why? And we haven’t a
clue as to why the military lawyer’s
marriage failed, though we do have
the privilege of meeting his dovish,
break-your-Marine-heart son (Nicky
Katt). Plus the courtroom scenes hold
few surprises. Unwilling to risk col-
oring outside the lines, the soldier
saga can’t flourish beyond its very
structured and therefore limited writ-
ing.

Yet Mr. Friedkin is a master of
nuances, apparently even when there
is little substance to embellish or
shade. There is a classy look to his
movie, like a medium-priced box of
chocolates done up in a handsome
gift package.

The stylish camerawork, specifically
the juxtaposing facial close-ups at trial
time, provides an instructive theatric
all but forgotten in modern fare. You
get the gnawing feeling that all the
veteran filmmaker would have needed
to make a good movie was a decent
script. And that a very good script
might have returned a great film. But
as it stands, for all its spit and polish,
Rules of Engagement lacks creative
ammo.

*  *  *  *  *
Rules of Engagement, rated R, is

a Paramount Pictures release di-
rected by William Friedkin and stars
Tommy Lee Jones, Samuel L. Jackson
and Guy Pearce. Running time: 123
minutes.

Madame Butterfly Will Conclude
Symphony Orchestra�s Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s (WSO) 17th season
will come to a close with a perfor-
mance of Puccini’s Madame Butterfly
on Saturday, May 13, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. A
program lecture will be offered at 7
p.m.

The concert, which will appear
through the generous sponsorship of
Dr. Joseph P. DeAlessandro, will mark
the first time in the WSO’s history that
this opera has been included in the
Symphony’s repertoire.

Puccini’s Madame Butterfly, a tragic
opera in three acts, is based upon the
American play by David Belasco. The
story takes place in Nagasaki, Japan
around 1900 and describes the tumul-

Nazzaro Music Studio Sponsors
Earth Day Project at Mindowaskin

WESTFIELD -- The Paul
Nazzaro Music Studio in Westfield
recently held an Earth Day Project
on April 8 at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield. The project included a
park clean-up, planting a tree and

flowers, and food and drink for
students and their parents who
helped with the project. Approxi-
mately 20 students and 15 parents
participated.

Mr. Nazzaro stated, “I wanted to
organize an event to promote a
healthier environment and to en-
courage others to care for the
world around us.” He worked in
conjunction with the help of Presi-
dent of Friends of Mindowaskin
Park Nancy Priest and local land-
scape artist and board member of
Friends of Mindowaskin Park Craig
Stock.

All participants scoured the park
by picking up garbage in hard to
reach places under shrubs and
bushes. Many students were
amazed at how much garbage was
picked up, said Mr. Nazzaro, since
they thought the park was not so
littered. However, approximately
20 garbage bags were filled and
picked up by the town that day
due to the efforts of the group.

Mr. Nazzaro’s Studio donated a
dogwood tree and the perennial
flowers called astilbe which the
students planted. The dogwood
tree is a type developed by experts
from Rutgers University who com-
bined the flowering American
dogwood with a non-flowering
but disease-resistant dogwood to
make a beautiful, healthy tree. The
astilbe will bloom every year in
mid-summer. The students also
planted flowers in the bed around
the tree which is located near the
bridge overpass near the bottom
of the hill.

After the plantings, the students
enjoyed refreshments provided by
Mr. Nazzaro’s Studio and played
soccer and frisbee near the ga-
zebo.

Mr. Nazzaro would like to thank
his wife, Elena, Mr. Stock, Cecilia
Della Peruti, Annie Peterson, Lucy
Peterson, Kaitlin Kominsky,
Julianne Yee, Patrick McGowan,
Sean McGowan, Melanie Kaufhold,
Matt Carville, Hilary Abromowitz,
Mike Yee, Laura Schwab, Ellen
Hansen, Jacob Lavenhar, Jackie
Nicoll, Marty Nicoll, Laura Yee,
Lorraine Tosiello, Courtney
Phillips, Bruce Phillips, Kimberly
Angus, Tod Angus, Eamon
Hartnett, Seton Hartnett, Mimi
Hartnett, Julia Wasilewski, Stan
Wasilewski, Mark Raimondi and
Mary Ann Raimondi.

PLANTING IS A PLEASURE...Students from The Paul Nazzaro
Music Studio recently spent a Saturday planting a dogwood tree
and flowers, as well as cleaning up litter at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield. The event was held as an Earth Day Project.

cally, when “Johnny Rigatoni”
begins work at your office
should we assume he is in “The
Mob” because he’s Italian? I’m
Italian-American and I’m not.

The Sopranos’ title song
which has achieved heavy air-
play on many New York City
radio stations boasts, “You woke
up this morning and got your-
self a gun.” Sounds like a love
ballad to me. Better yet, isn’t
“getting yourself a gun” a su-
perb message to send to today’s
youth, especially in light of two
boys who got themselves some
guns at Columbine High School?

I recently attended a posh gala
when I overheard one elegantly
dressed attendee say to the other,
“Did you see The Soprano’s last
week when Tony had that guy
killed?” “No, I missed that one. I
hope they show it again,” re-
sponded her friend. Gee. I don’t.

Granted, when I watched The
Godfather all those many moons
ago, my curiosity was piqued
because it was something I
wasn’t supposed to watch. I
resented the fact that my eyes
were covered over and I couldn’t
see what all of the noise and
ado was about. Now, when
these pro-Mafia shows flash their
promos and previews across
my screen, I gladly cover my
own eyes and grab the remote.

dogwood to be used for crucifix-
ion, the tree would grow instead
with flowers and slim branches.

The flower itself, which stems
from the dogwood tree, is meant
to remind us of the crucifixion
because the center of the blossom
is prickly like a crown of thorns.

Butterfly
As the caterpillar evolves into a

butterfly, shedding its empty shell,
Christians often look to the beau-
tiful butterfly to remember the
belief that Jesus Christ shed strips
of burial linens in the tomb when
he resurrected from the dead.

The Crucifix
Perhaps the most significant

symbol of the Easter season, the
crucifix is draped with purple
cloth during the period of Lent.
In most churches, during Holy
Week, the body of Jesus Chris is
removed from the crucifix and
later replaced with a white drape
on Easter Sunday to call to mind
the Resurrection.

Continued from Page 22

Easter

Y�s Lecture Series
To Include Film

On Impressionism
WESTFIELD – Perry Wolff, an

award-winning filmmaker, will
present his movie, The Rise and
Fall of Impressionism on Thurs-
day, May 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Parish House of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

General admission is $5 or $3
for senior citizens. Refreshments
will follow.

The film will be the final event
in the 1999-2000 season of the
Westfield Lecture Series, which
is supported by the Westfield
Foundation and the Westfield Y.
The event will also serve to in-
troduce Westfield residents to a
film series planned for next year.

Mr. Wolff has won 15 Emmy
Awards as well as other honors
for the documentaries he has
made. He served for 30 years as
an executive producer of CBS
News, and has made over a dozen
films at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art (MMA) with
Rosamund Bernier.

His films are shown frequently
on television and retrospectives
of his work have been presented
at the MMA and the Museum of
Radio and Television in New
York. Mr. Wolff’s films have in-
cluded The Selling of the Penta-
gon, The Battle for Afghanistan,
and The Moon Above, the Earth
Below.

Mr. Wolff’s motion pictures
about art include Picasso Paints
Picasso, Images of Jesus, An Es-
say on Matisse and Michelangelo,
Restored.

For more information, please
call David Mueller at the Westfield
Y at (908) 233-2700, Extension
No. 233.

Lions Club of Westfield Plans
Annual Easter Egg Hunt

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will host its 65th annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April
22, at 1 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park.

Over 1,200 plastic eggs will be
hidden in the area around the ga-
zebo in the park. After the hunt,
plastic bags with gourmet jelly beans
will be distributed to the children. In
addition, 100 of the plastic eggs will
contain the new commemorative
state quarters.

From noon to 12:45 p.m. and after

the hunt, the Easter Bunny will ar-
rive at the Westfield Police Depart-
ment. In exchange for a $3 donation
to Lions’ Charities, a recipient will
receive a framed Polaroid photo
with the Easter Bunny.

All Westfield children through the
age of 7 may attend. An area will be
set aside for toddlers ages 3 and
under.

For more information, please con-
tact the Lions at P.O. Box 572,
Westfield, 07091.

Westfield Architect to Offer Presentation
Discussing Modern Architecture in Series

tuous romance between Cio-cio-san,
a Japanese girl, and B.F. Pinkerton, an
American naval officer.

To give Madame Butterfly an Ori-
ental flavor, Puccini based some of his
score on Japanese music. He also
included a passage from “The Star
Spangled Banner” in one of Pinkerton’s
performances.

Madame Butterfly’s best-known aria
is “Un bel di” in Act No. 2. In this
performance, Cio-cio-san describes the
happiness she will feel when Pinkerton
returns to her from his naval tour of
duty.

Early purchase of tickets is en-
couraged. To order tickets, please
call the WSO Box Office at (908)
232-9400.

WESTFIELD – Susan Doubilet,
an architect and Westfield resi-
dent who has written numerous
book about architecture, will be
the final speaker in the Westfield
Lecture Series’ 1999-2000 season.
The discussion will be held on
Thursday, April 27, at 7:45 p.m. in
the Patton Auditorium of the First
Congregational Church in
Westfield.

“Changing Directions in Mod-
ern Architecture” will be the sub-
ject of Ms. Doubilet’s talk which
will be illustrated with slides.

General admission is $5 or $3
for senior citizens.

Her lecture will end the second
year of the Westfield Lecture Series,
which is sponsored by the Westfield
Foundation and the Westfield Y.

Ms. Doubilet will review how the
architecture of this century has rep-
resented a special search for liber-
ated expression. She will point out
how architects have found ways to
display the new types of structures
and materials developed over the
past century and a half, and how
they have expressed the growing
freedom in our society.

To exemplify these changes, Ms.
Doubilet will show houses designed
during this century, including Frank

Lloyd Wright’s “Falling Water” and
houses by some of today’s most
well-known architects.

“Houses,” stated Ms. Doubilet,
“serve as the laboratory of design
for architects.”

A former Senior Editor of Pro-
gressive Architecture magazine, Ms.
Doubilet is currently writing a book
on young American architects. She
is the co-author of “American
House Now,” “Private Architec-
ture,” and “European House Now.”

For more information, please
call David Mueller at the Westfield
Y at (908) 233-2700, Extension
No. 233.


