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Proposed Zone Would Give Fanwood Officials
Greater Say on Development in Downtown

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Borough officials plan to explore a
proposal calling for the half-block
stretch between South and LaGrande
Avenues in Fanwood to be desig-
nated as a special zone in order to
give the governing body greater con-
trol over commercial development
there.

The area is comprised of several
adjoining lots — most notably the
Dean Oil site at the corner of
LaGrande and Second Street – which
officials have described as being “un-
der-utilized.”

A Springfield development group
was reportedly close last week to
purchasing the Dean Oil site from its
current owner, Savers’ Shares of
Morristown, members of the govern-
ing body said. However, details of a
pending transaction could not be
confirmed.

Currently zoned as general-com-
mercial, the Dean Oil property be-
came the focus of a controversy last
year after an Elizabeth-based devel-
oper sought permission from the
Fanwood Planning Board to build a
two-story, multi-family apartment
complex there.

The appeal, which residents pro-
tested in droves as too intense for the
1.3-acre site, was ultimately denied
by the board following a months-
long series of hearings which con-
cluded last September. In addition to
the density issue, the board voiced
concern at the time over reports of
contamination on the site from an
adjoining lot.

Mayor Louis C. Jung told The
Times last Thursday that he had per-
sonally spoken to at least three de-
velopers since November who had
expressed varying degrees of inter-
est in the property.

During their agenda session on
April 5, council members heard a
presentation on the special zone pro-
posal from Clayton Pierce, a mem-
ber of the Fanwood Downtown Revi-
talization Committee (FDRC).

According to Mr. Pierce, the pro-
posed zone would allow the council
to “control the nature of develop-
ment in that area” by setting certain
criteria, including architectural styles
and color schemes, that could be as
detailed as the governing body
wished.

“Without the zone, they can do
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SP-F BOE Hopefuls Discuss District’s
Issues Before Wrapping Up Campaigns

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Four candidates are vying for three
Scotch Plains seats on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Two incumbents and two newcom-
ers bring varied backgrounds, di-
verse skills and different perspec-
tives to the race for a three-year
position on the local school board.

New to the board race is first-time
candidate Linda Nelson, a 14-year
resident of Scotch Plains. This is
lifelong resident Ava R. McNamara’s
second bid for a board seat. She first
ran in 1999.

Seeking re-election are present
board members Thomas Russo and
Theresa Larkin, presently serving in
their first and second terms on the
board, respectively. A resident since
1966, Mr. Russo was elected to his
freshman term in 1997. Mrs. Larkin,
who has lived in the township for 14
years, was first elected to the board
in 1994 and currently serves as Board
President.

During the campaign, candidates
reviewed the issues about which they
feel most passionately.

Mr. Russo spoke to the responsi-
bility of the state and federal govern-
ment to fund mandated special edu-

cation programs. “They are impor-
tant programs but local taxpayers
can no longer afford to pay their
skyrocketing costs. They present a
major problem for school districts
trying to maintain reasonable budget
levels,” he said.

“We must have constant and con-
sistent dialogue with municipal offi-
cials,” he added, “not only with a
view toward sharing facilities and
expenditures, but also because mat-
ters decided by municipal bodies
affect the school district, and vice
versa.”

Improving the board’s public im-
age is another important issue for
Mr. Russo. “We have made gains in
this area through increased commu-
nication and opening new avenues
for input from citizens and staff.
Forging more of a partnership with
our teachers and their union rather
than an adversarial relationship is a
crucial aspect of this,” he said.

He also supports the idea of nego-
tiating contracts that shift salary in-
creases to the lower end of the
district’s salary guide to attract and
retain the best new teachers.

“At the same time, we must make
sure that parent/teacher relationships
are not weakened by working to en-

sure that Back to School Nights are
not disrupted or delayed by labor
disagreements,” stated Mr. Russo.

In her comments, Mrs. Nelson said,
“The issue of equitable services
across the district originally brought
me to local board meetings and re-
mains a strong concern of mine.”

“Other issues that guide my think-
ing include: making sure that the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict continues to provide the quality
educational program for which it is
known across New Jersey; meeting
rising state expectations while keep-
ing a handle on rising costs; and
making sure that suburban districts
remain strong while the state works
on improving urban districts,” stated
Mrs. Nelson.

Mrs. McNamara wants close watch

kept on implementation of the facili-
ties plan.

“Over the past year, our district
has made important decisions on
curriculum and will continue to be
faced with critical decisions regard-
ing our facilities and enrollment,”
she explained. “We face overcrowd-
ing in our elementary schools and, as
a result, the prospect of
reconfiguration to a K-4, 5-8 format.
In order for this plan of actions to be
as successful as promised by the
administration, we must closely scru-
tinize all proposed aspects of its
implementation.”

“The board must have a keen eye
for details with a major emphasis on
the safety of our children and their
successful transition. Will we be able

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Times of

Scotch Plains-Fanwood has been
mailed to every resident in the town-
ship and in the borough to inform
voters of the issues and of the can-
didates for the School Board and
School Budget elections this Tues-
day, April 18.

Similarly, The Westfield Leader,
our sister newspaper, has been
mailed to everyone in Westfield
and Mountainside. We urge all to
vote.

Also on display in this issue are
profiles and releases of the candi-
dates for the Seventh Congressional
District and U.S. Senate for the
June 6 Primary Elections.

Look for the candidates discuss-
ing their views on TV 34, 35 and
36. Research their positions and
see up-to-date voting results on the
Internet at www.goleader.com. Our
towns have good government and
great candidates seeking office.
Celebrate and thank them all, win
or lose.

We also use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who are
not subscribers. I believe good
newspapers help communities, and
that’s what we’re trying to do. Please
join us and subscribe.

-Horace R. Corbin, Publisher
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SP-F School Bd. Changes
Direction on Instituting
Foreign Lang. in Schools

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Months of holding fast to a recom-
mendation to institute a different
foreign language at each of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood elementary schools
gave way to a modification in the
original proposal that would see one
language, Spanish, being taught to
second graders across the district
beginning in September.

A big part of the strategy behind
the original plan was maintenance of
the highly-respected four-language,
foreign language program at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

“There seemed to be so much mis-
understanding about it (original pro-
posal),” said Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye. “It
seemed the most important thing to
do is to get started in second grade
with one language at each school.”

Two purposes are served with this
180-degree turn of events: the rec-
ommendation is likely to receive
unanimous board support when it
comes to a vote tonight, Thursday,
April 13; and the second question
related to the elementary world lan-
guage program on the 2000-01 school
budget has a better chance of pass-
ing.

A number of parents who opposed
the one language per school proposal
scrambled the week of April 3 to
gather signatures from around the
district supporting their position. The
petition, with 450 signatures, was
turned over to the board with a letter
dated March 31, from Mary Ann
Bonacum (McGinn), Lori Katz
(Brunner) and Heidi Sweeney
(Coles).

To those parents and community
members whose concerns had been
answered by modifying the proposal,
board member Richard M. Meade

urged, “If what you wanted is in
place, advocate strongly for passing
the second question.”

If the second question is not passed,
the district will be forced to delay
launch of the program until Septem-
ber 2001.

From the start, World Languages
Supervisor Helga Thomas strongly
defended the long-term value of a
different language per school. She

                  Ingrid McKinley for The Times
WINTER HAS SPRUNG?…These beautiful yellow daffodils are weighed down
by a snowfall which surprised residents early Sunday morning.

Courtesy of Paul Gay
SPRING IN THE SNOW…Despite a dusting of snow, these tulips manage to
show their bright hues of red and yellow during Sunday’s brief winter storm.

Marks Announces Bid for Four-Year Mayoral Seat
Coronato, Tripet to Run for Scotch Plains Council

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Republican Mayor
Martin L. Marks will run for a full
four-year term in the township’s first
direct mayoral election in Novem-
ber, while Paulette Coronato will be
the GOP candidate for the Township
Council seat being vacated by the
senior member of the Council, Re-
publican William F. McClintock,
who, somewhat surprisingly, will
leave the governing body when his
term ends on December 31.

Mayor Marks, who was elected to
the council in 1996 and was chosen

by the governing body in January to
serve as mayor this year, said he
thinks “the voters will have an easier
time making a choice for mayor this
year because they will be able to
compare and contrast my mayoral
term in 2000 with that of my Demo-
crat opponent and immediate prede-
cessor, Geri M. Samuel.”

He pointed to, among other things,
the “concerted effort” he has made
“to show a stark contrast between
former Mayor Samuel and myself in
terms of the way we conduct public
meetings and our overall fiscal phi-
losophy.”

“I think these are exciting times
for Scotch Plains right now in terms
of our opportunities for recreation,
our improvements in the central busi-
ness district, and I want to be a part
of it and guide it along, as I have been
doing,” Mayor Marks told The Times.

He said he finds the mayoral posi-
tion to be “very stimulating and very
challenging.” Prior to his election in
1996, Mayor Marks, an endodontist,
was a member of the township Plan-
ning Board and the Environmental
Commission.

Mrs. Coronato, a member of the
township Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment, has also served on the Plan-
ning Board, the Environmental Com-
mission and the Health Advisory
Board. She ran unsuccessfully for
Township Council in 1998.

She said she thought “a very large
error was made last year when the
Democrat majority forced a large
property tax increase on the citizens
of Scotch Plains in light of a record
budget surplus we enjoyed. This year
was a different story, though,” she
added, pointing to the zero property
tax increase that was approved by the
Republican-controlled council this

Candidates Named for Two Open Council Seats
For Fanwood’s General Election in November

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The stage is now set for two Bor-
ough Council races in Fanwood, as
Republicans hope to retain their re-
cently-won majority while Demo-
crats hope to wrest it back.

Headed by Republican Mayor
Louis C. Jung, the council is pres-
ently split 3-3 between Democrats
and Republicans. The Democrats
need to win one seat this year in order
to recapture the 4-3 edge they lost
through a triple GOP victory last
November.

Republican Joel Whitaker will seek
his second term on the council in the
General Election on Tuesday, No-

vember 7.
First elected in 1997, Mr. Whitaker,

a former member and Chairman of
the Fanwood Planning Board, be-
came Council President in January.
He is President of a Fanwood-based
company that publishes business-to-
business newsletters.

Mr. Whitaker’s running mate will
be Carol Wood, a 28-year resident of
Fanwood, who will be making her
first attempt at elective office.

A former member of the borough
Planning Board and the Downtown
Redevelopment Committee and a
past Chairwoman of the now-defunct
Fanwood Board of Adjustment, Mrs.
Wood is a Realtor with the Century

21 Taylor & Love real estate office in
Westfield.

She is also a current member of
the Long Range Planning Commit-
tee and is a volunteer at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, where she
served as President from 1987 to
1993.

Democrat Cynthia Swindlehurst,
who was appointed to the Borough
Council last month, will be running
for a full, three-year term in No-
vember. She is currently filling out
the unexpired term of former Demo-
cratic Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr. which expires on De-
cember 31.

Citing business commitments, Mr.

Populus resigned from the council
on March 1. Ms. Swindlehurst, who
prior to her recent appointment had
been a member of the Planning Board,
ran unsuccessfully for the council in
1993. Both of her parents served on
Fanwood’s governing body in the
1970s and 1980s.

Her running mate in the fall will be
Matthew Glennon, a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board and its Li-
aison to the borough’s Environmen-
tal Commission.

An eight-year resident of
Fanwood, Mr. Glennon is a licensed
professional engineer who is mak-
ing his debut run for elective of-
fice.
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whatever they want,” he said, refer-
ring to the leeway individuals cur-
rently have in developing properties
they have purchased, so long as their
plans conform to local code require-
ments.

He maintained that the new zone
would enable officials to work more
closely with landlords and develop-
ers in deciding the best way to utilize
properties, adding that it would ac-
tually foster “more flexibility” in
development.

Several council members ex-
pressed concern, however, that es-
tablishing too specific of a criteria
for the proposed zone might actually
scare off developers interested in the
properties between LaGrande and
South.

“You want the commercial (dis-
trict) to thrive and if you put too
many restrictions, that could be nega-
tive,” remarked newly-appointed
Democratic Councilwoman Cynthia
Swindlehurst, taking part in her first
governing body meeting since being
sworn in on March 28 as successor to
former Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr.

Mr. Pierce replied that he did not
believe such criteria would be detri-
mental, saying developers are typi-
cally eager to work with municipali-
ties in terms of submitting proposals
that will be agreeable to a commu-
nity.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
asked Mr. Pierce how the proposal
would impact the process whereby
the Planning Board must approve
development bids. He responded that
creation of a downtown develop-
ment zone would not “in any shape
or form diminish” the responsibili-
ties of the board.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said a zone change would
require passage of a council ordi-
nance and would be reflected in the
borough’s revised zoning ordinance.
A draft of that ordinance is currently
under review by the Planning Board
and slated for introduction by the
council during the summer.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who chairs the governing body’s
Land Use and Historic Preservation
Committee, revealed the proposed
zone could be established as a “spe-
cial overlay zone” on top of the
area’s existing general-commercial
status.

Mr. Pierce has spent the last sev-
eral months presenting the FDRC’s
vision for the future of the down-
town to landlords, merchants and
others, such as NJ Transit, as well as
collecting input from these sources
to present to the committee.

Last year, the borough was awarded
$400,000 in county and state fund-
ing to support downtown improve-
ments. Long-range plans call for cre-
ation of a Victorian streetscape
theme, to be realized via decorative
sidewalk paver blocks and 19th-cen-
tury street lamps, among other ac-
couterments.

The new lighting fixtures will be
installed along Martine and South
Avenues, including the rear areas of
stores on the western side of Martine.
A design known as a bishop’s crook
with scroll – which Mr. Pierce said
were commonly use to accent train
depots during the Victorian age – is
the favored motif.

Mr. Pierce and Borough Engineer
Richard Marsden have met with rep-
resentatives of Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas (PSE&G) to discuss
whether the company would be will-
ing to install the borough’s chosen
lamp design, officials said.

According to Mr. Whitaker,
PSE&G routinely provides for in-
stallation and maintenance of street
lamps in municipalities throughout
the state in exchange for a monthly
charge, which eliminates the need

for a larger capital outlay by commu-
nities.

NJ Transit recently purchased a lot
adjacent to the existing south side
Fanwood train station parking lot for
additional parking stalls and has
agreed to install street lamps on the
north side of South Avenue, west of
Martine Avenue, and down to Sec-
ond Street, Mayor Jung said. The
agency would also place lamps along
a walkway from South Avenue to the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Proposed Zone Would Give Fanwood
Officials Greater Say on Downtown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1
to safely drop off our children at Park
Middle School? Will the proposed
renovations address the asbestos is-
sues that exist at Coles, McGinn and
Park? Will the increased student
populations at the middle schools be
adequately supervised?” she asked.

Mrs. Larkin is particularly con-
cerned about financing. “In the last
six years,” she said, “we have seen
enrollment increase by over 700 stu-
dents, new programs, the ongoing
implementation of our technology
plan, escalating special education
costs, and dealing with our aging
infrastructure. Concurrently, our state
aid has diminished — for the coming
year 2000-2001, we have been told
by Trenton that they will fund a mere
7.57 percent of our budget. (Federal
aid will most likely be as it has been
historically, in the 1.5 percent to 2
percent range.)”

“That leaves slightly over 90 per-
cent of our school funding costs to be
paid by our local Scotch Plains and
Fanwood taxpayers, in the form of
our property taxes,” continued Mrs.
Larkin. “That is outrageous. Pas-
sionately may be understating how I
feel regarding this inequity. Nation-
wide, the average funding from the
state to the local school district is 50
percent, a 42.5 percent difference.”

“Frankly,” she said, “as much as
we speak about education and chil-
dren, it more often than not comes
down to money. Every year when the
board and administration develop
our budget, we ultimately say —
how much can our taxpayers afford?
State politicians are ignoring dis-
tricts like ours (whom they refer to as
wealthy districts). We are just about
stretched as far as we can go — it is
very frustrating. Most of our budget
is fixed costs, we have few discre-
tionary dollars.”

“During my tenure on the board, I
have supported efforts of the New
Jersey School Board Association and
the Garden State Coalition, both or-
ganizations who attempt to bring
fair funding to districts like ours. I
pledge to continue to do so, and ask
you to join me in this worthwhile
effort,” concluded Mrs. Larkin.

When asked where they see room
for improvement in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools, candidates shared
the following thoughts.

Said Mrs. McNamara, “If elected,
I will be the only parent on the board
with children enrolled in our elemen-
tary schools at the beginning of the
next academic year. Parents and fami-
lies that are similar in profile deserve
a voice on the Board of Education. I
have great concern that this commu-
nity is divided by recent actions taken
by the administration and the current
board. I have watched as incomplete
proposals presented to the board have
passed, by majority, without all the
details being worked out in advance.”

“Like many parents, I was dis-
mayed to see our disappointing ESPA
scores, while similar neighboring
communities enjoyed stronger re-
sults. I feel strongly that the con-
cerns of parents directly impacted
by major decisions have gone un-
heeded, because they were not
aligned with the plans of the admin-
istration. Too few board members
feel that they represent their com-
munities’ interests in total and de-
mand the best for everyone, espe-
cially the children,” she said.

“Conversely,” she continued, “I
have also witnessed the positive ef-
forts by the board to include the
public in meetings and forums that
result in everyone being better in-
formed. As there are so many issues
that demand the attention of our
community and the board, this trend
must be increased. If elected, I will
work diligently as a representative
voice of our community and help my
board colleagues look out for the
good of the entire community.”

In her comments, Mrs. Larkin spe-
cifically addressed the length of the
school day as a potential area of
improvement.

“The most glaring ‘room for im-
provement’ in the elementary and
middle school levels is the length of
the school day,” she said. “At the
elementary level, the state has man-
dated that we implement foreign lan-
guage study, which will be an addi-
tional program to deliver — in the
same school day. Our basic subject
(reading, English, mathematics, etc.)
standards have gotten tougher.”

“For instance, all of our eighth
graders now study Algebra,” ex-
plained Mrs. Larkin. “There is sim-
ply too much to do, and not enough
time to do it in. I am suggesting that
by lengthening the school day by
perhaps 20-30 minutes we would be
more able to meet the needs of our
students. This improvement is easier
said than done. It would require ne-
gotiating for the extra time.”

“It would be nice if the state hon-
ored its ‘State mandate, state pay’
law, which they conveniently ex-
empted this foreign language require-
ment from,” she concluded.

Mrs. Nelson sees room for im-
provement across the elementary,
middle and high school levels.

“Although we haven’t missed the
state’s deadline, as a district we are
behind most other New Jersey dis-
tricts in preparing for the elementary
world languages requirement,” ex-
plained Mrs. Nelson.

“Also, it is time for us to look
closely at the middle school curricu-
lum to make sure it meets current
local and state educational needs. At

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Hopefuls
Address Issues Facing Their District

                    Ingrid McKinley for The Times
PEEKING OVER THE FENCE…Tall stems of white and yellow daffodils peek over a fence at an area home, as forsythias
cascade in the foreground.

the high school level, the curriculum
in some subjects seems stronger than
others and is not delivered consis-
tently,” she noted.

“And finally,” she concluded, “I
hope that the funding for technology
upgrades becomes available, because
as a district we are just barely keep-
ing up. We are not on the cutting
edge of using technology in educa-
tion.”

Mr. Russo sees several areas that
need attention. “We must improve
our schools by updating aging facili-
ties especially at Park Middle School
and the high school,” he said. “This
is long overdue. Renovations at Park
must be implemented in order to
approach equity with the Terrill fa-
cility.”

“We must continue to advance
technology initiatives to bring greater
computer and Internet access to our
classrooms. We must continue to
work to improve our students’ test
scores by improving curriculum and
instruction. Continued and expanded
professional development is a cru-
cial aspect of this,” stated Mr. Russo.

train station.
Fanwood officials have empha-

sized that building up the downtown
is a two-fold process encompassing
both revitalization and redevelop-
ment efforts.

During last week’s meeting, Mr.
Whitaker said revitalization would in-
volve working with merchants to help
them achieve their goals, while rede-
velopment would focus on finding the
best uses for underutilized sites.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

could not predict the impact all-Span-
ish instruction would ultimately have
on the high school program.

“There’s a worry that going to Span-
ish will cause problems later on, but
we can’t prove it,” she said.

Elementary world language pro-
grams are a new commodity in New
Jersey as school districts work to imple-
ment foreign language in elementary
schools to comply with the state’s core
curriculum standard for that subject.

To staff the elementary program,
Mrs. Thomas is looking at “two kinds
of people”: foreign language middle
school teachers with elementary expe-
rience, and regular elementary teach-
ers who speak Spanish as a second
language.

As the proposal stands, youngsters
would have the opportunity to study
French, German and Italian as part of
their exploratory program once they
reach middle school. They would have
the option to switch to a different
language for concentrated study after
that time, or could choose to continue
with Spanish.

Looking ahead to refining the pro-
gram, board member Thomas Russo
said he hoped a second foreign lan-
guage could be added to each school in
the future to give parents and students
a choice.

In other business during the meet-
ing, Dr. Choye noted that letters had
been mailed to everyone who had
expressed interest in working with the
board and administrators to plan the
fifth-grade move into the middle school
and accompanying facilities renova-
tions, which was approved by the board
in February.

“After April 18 (school budget/board
election), we will start a two-year pro-
cess to ensure we are well-informed
and have the best possible program
and the best possible facilities we can
have,” explained the superintendent.

In response to a question from Board
Vice President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon,
Dr. Choye assured the board that ef-
forts will be made to assemble a cross-
section of the public during the plan-
ning phase of the process that includes
senior citizens and non-parent taxpay-
ers.

“Don’t just rely on volunteers,” stated
Dr. Sheldon.

A bond referendum to fund the pro-
posed renovations must be put to pub-

lic vote.
In other business, the board briefly

discussed a recent letter from Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks indicating
the board should share the costs of
flashing lights along Terrill Road to
advise drivers of the presence of stu-
dents crossing between Terrill Middle
School and Coles Elementary.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi said, in
his experience, such lights were usu-
ally a function of the municipality.

Board President Theresa Larkin said
she would follow up with a letter or call
to Mayor Marks because of the impor-
tance of getting the lights in place by
the start of the new school year.

The recommendation for the lights
originally came from the Safety Com-
mittee of the Coles School Parent
Teacher Association.

Changes Faced in Instituting
Foreign Language Program

week.
Mr. McClintock, who was appointed

to the council in March 1991 and elected
to full four-year terms in 1992 and 1996,
served as mayor in 1994.

He said he was leaving the governing
body because, “I’ve been there for 10
years, and 10 years is enough for any-
body.” He told The Times that leaving
the council will give him more time to
attend to his political consulting busi-
ness and to his family.

In a separate move that rounds out the
roster of candidates, the township Demo-
cratic Party Committee last week se-
lected Peter Tripet to be its candidate for
Mr. McClintock’s Council seat. A 21-
year old undergraduate student at Seton
Hall University working in a five-year
program towards a master’s degree in
political science, Mr. Tripet is a lifelong
resident of Scotch Plains and a 1997
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

He told The Times he’s been a mem-
ber of the township Democratic Club
for two years and has “always liked the
political scene.” Last year, he told party
leaders he was interested in running for
office, and a few weeks back, Demo-
cratic Party Chairwoman Pamela
Boright asked Mr. Tripet if he was still
interested in being a candidate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Mayor
 Marks

                   Ingrid McKinley for The Times
SIGN OF SPRING…Before a surprise snowfall early Sunday, the forsythias
and a magnolia tree were in full bloom at this area home.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
GOING FOR A RIDE…Judah Axelrod, 4, prepares to take a ride on a colorful
inchworm at a park in Fanwood. Milder temperatures have encouraged area
residents of all ages to doff their sweaters and coats for a taste of springtime.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
• Reported theft of a bicycle that

was locked with a chain in front of
530 Park Avenue. The incident is
occurred sometime on Saturday.

MONDAY, APRIL 3
 Jose Antonio Hernandez, 33, 14

Westervelt Avenue Plainfield was
arrested for providing false identifi-
cation pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on Park Avenue. Hernandez was
also charged with driving without a
license and operating an unregis-
tered vehicle.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4
 Police reported that a bar was

pried from a rear window of a busi-
ness in the 500 block of Park Avenue.
Entry was not gained and the inci-
dent occurred overnight.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
 An Argyle Court resident reported

the overnight theft of several lawn
lights from their property.

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
 A Mountain Avenue resident re-

ported that someone entered her un-
locked vehicle and had taken a small
amount of change.

 A Hunter Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a bicycle taken
from the front yard.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7
• Roxanne Thompson, 33, of

Plainfield was arrested for posses-
sion of was suspected to be cocaine,

unlawful possession of a knife and
providing false information to Po-
lice Officer Kevin Lonergan pursu-
ant to an investigation of a suspi-
cious person on Forest Road at around
midnight.

 A Ravenswood Lane home under
construction was reportedly entered
sometime over the last two weeks
and the walls spray painted.

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
 David Mussington, 23, of

Irvington was arrested and charged,
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22, with possession of mari-
juana after he was found to have an
outstanding warrant for his arrest out
of Irvington. Police said Mussington
was also charged with driving with a
suspended license.

 Employees at a Westfield Avenue
video store reported several videos
shoplifted over the course of the last
two days.

 An Elizabeth Avenue resident
reported receiving threatening phone
calls from an unknown individual.

 The theft of two speakers was
reported from a locked storage box
at the Booth Baseball Field on Val-
ley Avenue over the last several
days.

 A Round Hill Road resident re-
ported her locked vehicle was en-
tered and garage remote was taken
sometime overnight.


