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Editor’s Note: I hope
you enjoy this first birth-
day edition of the Arts &
Entertainment section.

To mark this special edi-
tion, we will kick off with a
feature on the best of
Manhattan’s Theatre Dis-
trict by our very own
Broadway star, Kerrianne
Spellman Cort. Eight New
Yorkers are depicted be-
fore a feature on How to
Spend a Day in Manhat-
tan by Michelle H.
LePoidevin.

The Main Ingredient
spotlights the to-die-for fla-
vor of New York Style
Cheesecake.  Make your
own and celebrate the Big
Apple!

As A&E celebrates its first
birthday, Westfield writer
Billy Callahan will take a
look back at how the sec-
tion started and where it is
going.

A short biography on
Frank Sinatra of “New
York, New York” fame is
detailed.

Enjoy!

Continued on Page B-5
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Grab the best hamburger at McHale’s Steakhouse
at 46th Street and 8th Avenue.

Discount theater tickets are available at TKTS located at 47th Street and
Broadway -- well worth the wait.

NYC� Theatre District: Bubbling and Bustling
With  Endless Chances to Paint the Town Red

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soon to be the longest running show on Broadway, Les Miserables,
is going strong!

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY — When I
was studying drama at The Ameri-
can Musical and Dramatic
Academy in New York
City 14 years ago, my
schoolmates and I prided
ourselves on our ability
to have a blast in Man-
hattan for under $20.

All of us were living on
a budget, but as acting
students, it was our job
to see as much of the
wonderful theater that
New York has to offer
that we possibly could,
so we quickly became
very creative in our en-
deavors to experience it
all.

Cab rides were out of
the question, so long
walks and subway rides
were the transportation
of most. I believe a ride
on the subway was a $1
then, but the current fare
of $1.50 is still the most
inexpensive way to get
around Manhattan.

With the recent addi-
tion of The Metro Card, a
thin credit-card sized
piece of plastic that of-
fers a free ride for every
10 rides purchased, the
New York City Subway
system is still the best
deal in town.

As students, we were often
given inside information on how
to see a Broadway or an Off-
Broadway show for free. Flyers
would be posted at our school
informing us what theaters would

allow us to see the performance
for free by acting as ushers that
particular evening, and the in-
evitable “papering” of a house
would be made available to us.

Papering is a practice that strug-
gling productions often use, fill-
ing the house with non-paying
patrons to make it appear that
they have sold out.

Obviously, the average
theatergoer is not aware of some
of these industry perks and times
and prices have changed. There
is no question that securing a
good seat to a hit show is quite
a feat. The easiest way to obtain
a ticket today is to simply call the
box office, but this is not always
the most economical choice, and
one may have to wait months,
possibly even a year, to see what
is currently bringing the house
down on The Great White Way.

Few people have the luxury of
acquiring “house tickets,” a block
of 10 or so seats per performance
that are made available to the
family and friends of cast and
crew members. These tickets are
not free, but they are the most
sought after seats in the house.

When you add the cost of trans-
portation and dinner to your the-
ater ticket, you are looking at
quite an expensive evening out
on the town. If money is no
object, then, by all means, paint
the town red.

Dine at Le Perigord or Aquavit
and hobnob with Manhattan’s
elite. For those of us looking to
make a smaller dent in our wal-

lets, there is a plethora of de-
lightful, affordable restaurants lo-
cated right in the theater district,

as well as the best kept secret of
Time’s Square, known as TKTS.

Located at the intersection of
47th Street and Broadway, TKTS
offers half-price theater tickets to
most shows on the day of the
performance. You have to have

some flexibility here, some shows
are not available, and tickets are
only for that specific day. The

line around the TKTS booth of-
ten winds around the block, and
waiting can be as long as two

hours. But sometimes
that is the best part.

Street musicians fre-
quent the area, hot-dog
and pretzel carts
abound, and it is a great
place to people-watch. I
have seen many celebri-
ties just strolling past the
booth, minding their
own business. If you do
decide to try out TKTS,
plan to arrive no later
than 3 p.m. for an
evening performance
and 10 a.m. for a mati-
nee.

It is impossible to men-
tion all of the unique
restaurants that are lo-
cated right in the heart
of the theater district,
but after spending quite
a bit of time there, I do
have a few favorites.

Barrymore’s, named
after the famed
Barrymore acting fam-
ily, is a fun place to visit
before or after a show.
Located on 45th Street,
just slightly down the
block from the Imperial
Theater, which houses
Les Miserables,
Barrymore’s is a classic
theater establishment

with autographed show posters
on the walls and an inexpensive
tavern-style menu.

You can’t miss McHale’s, lo-
cated on the corner of 46th Street
and Eighth Avenue. This is a
favorite among the locals, a true

mid-town dive bar
with exceptionally
good food and great
company. You have
truly not had a ham-
burger until you
have experienced
McHale’s giant “I
Can’t Believe I Ate
the Whole Thing”
burger. There is also
a ground turkey ver-
sion available for
those who choose
to abstain from red
meat as well as a
gri l led chicken
sandwich that is one
of my husband’s fa-
vorites.

Across Eighth Av-
enue, heading west,
46th Street becomes
the famous, “Res-
taurant Row.” I rec-
ommend most of
the restaurants
here, particularly
Marlowe and Joe
Allen. Both of these
fine establishments

have moderately priced, excep-
tional food in a relaxed but el-
egant setting.

Joe Allen has the absolute best
liver and onions I have ever had
in my entire life and is a great
place to spot a celebrity. All of
the restaurants I have mentioned
here are favorites among the cast
members of many Broadway
shows, and you will be sure to
spot an actor or two.

Hint: Look for people wearing
show jackets, which are other-
wise normal appearing denim or
leather jackets except there’s a
show emblem embroidered
across the back.

I also highly recommend ven-

turing a block further west into
what is known as Hell’s Kitchen.
This once notorious area is now
a bustling hot spot with some of
the finest restaurants and bars in
the entire city. Seafood lovers
cannot afford to miss the won-
derful Sag Harbor, located at 356
West 44th Street, just east of Ninth
Avenue. This is an elegant, luxu-
rious seafood house with fabu-
lous food and terrific prices for
the area. No matter what entrée
you order, the food is superb and
the homemade cornbread alone

The Latest Entertainment
News in Your Area:
www.goleader.com!

Famous New Yorkers

Barbra Steisand Hank Azaria Susan Sarandon
Jerry Seinfeld

Fran Drescher David Caruso Tony Bennett Moira Kelly

Eight Famous
    New Yorkers

-Michelle H.
    LePoidevin
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Arts & Entertainment
Pen and Ink

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Michelle Takes Manhattan: Hilarious,
Horrifying Experiences I Must Share
Somewhere in Manhattan, there is a NJ Transit conductor

who made certain I got on the right train back to Linden,
an early morning employee at Penn Station who showed
me how to get to Seventh Avenue, and (get ready for this)
a homeless man who gave me door to door directions to
my friend’s place of business. So, as you’ve gathered, I’m
not a native New Yorker.

Watching the
e v e n i n g
news on
NBC with
my friends
and family,
there will of-
ten be a shot
of the Brook- lyn Bridge
and everyone will joke that I am running across it with my
arms flailing, screaming that I’m lost in New York and I
want to go home. Not completely true.

While I prefer to call myself a visitor to The Big Apple,
I would never want to be stuck there or living in a high rise
apartment building, trying to block out the blaring horns
and the whining sirens. However, when I do pay a visit,

I am always intrigued by the experience and in
admiration of the offering of cultural opportunities
which pop up on the winding streets.

Therefore, I’ve chosen this edition of the Arts
and Entertainment section to pay homage and

kudos to the great metropolis that, although it
has given me pause and fright, has also

supplied hefty doses of creativity and
intrigue to me, as well as a mental

photo album I dare not erase.
One of my favorite parts of Man-
hattan is The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art. I could spend eons
just gawking in admiration at
a Modigliani or an Egyptian
sculpture I never thought I

would have the fortune to set
my eyes on. I’m forever proud

to don my small admission pin
with the “M” as I stroll through

the individual galleries.
I’ve been pleasantly bombarded

by swarms of delicate butterflies
at the American Museum of Natu-
ral History during an on-going
forum known as “The Butterfly
Conservatory” after savoring a stroll
and a hot dog through Central

Park.
The eclectic and eccentric

flavors and aromas of SoHo
have been cherished by me since the small class trips I’ve
taken as an art minor at Moravian. Sporting all black with
clever sunglasses, my teacher would slur, “Meet back here
at 6 for the bus, stay away from the bars and go see some
art.” Those excursions through the tiny galleries
and muffins at Dean & Deluca were
delightful memories worth reliving
on my way back on the bus.

I’ve risked my life in crazy cab
rides while Paul Sorvino’s voice
told me the importance of buck-
ling up for safety and I have a
collection of picturesque post-
cards from various museum
trips which have stood the test
of time and treasure.

Though the words, “Next stop,
New York Penn Station,” usually
send chills up my spine with a fear
of the unknown, heading back to
Linden leaves my mind flooded with inspiration and
appreciation for a whole new world within arms reach.

SPRING SPECIAL
50% OFF ALL SESSION FEES!

all session fees collected will be
donated to THE VALERIE FUND!

CALL NOW to schedule your appointment
between April 17 and May 5 or visit
www.the-imagemaker.com

Berkeley Heights Mendham Princeton
430B Springfield Ave. 14 West Main Street 213 Commons Way

(908) 665-2089 (973) 543-4130 (609) 252-9330

...our portraits never grow up

(908) 277-1547 • CECSummit@aol.com
31 Woodland Avenue • Summit

All CONCERTS ARE SUNDAYS AT 4 P.M.

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of State, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

APRIL 16: MUSIC OF THE BAROQUE
Eugene Roan on harspichord and John Burkhalter on recorder make
their Calvary Chorale debut.

MAY 21: MUSIC OF JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH
The Chorale and orchestra conclude the season with a stirring concert
in honor of the 250th anniversary of the composer's death.

1 9 9 9  -  2 0 0 0  S e a s o n

Surround Yourself With Butterflies,
Eat at Eli�s, and View Van Gogh:

Take A Hearty Bite Out of �The Apple�

“Jeanne Hebuterne” by Amedeo Modigliani.
Some of Modigliani’s masterpieces are now
available for admiring eyes at The Jewish
Museum.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY – Whether
you are hiking along Central Park
or bouncing around in the back
seat of a taxi cab through SoHo,
keep your senses about you. Be-
cause, chances are, the great me-
tropolis of New York City will
appeal to all five senses and
some you never knew you had
before.

Flutter and Fly
Through Memo-

rial Day, Monday,
May 29, the Ameri-
can Museum of Natu-
ral History (AMNH) at
Central Park West and 79th
Street will allow small swarms
of tropical butterflies to float
around you in the butterfly vi-
varium of “The Butterfly Conser-
vatory.”

After standing on a short line
to enter the vivarium last year, I
was amazed at the gorgeous
color and variety of the butter-
flies that felt comfortable enough
with visitors to land on their
shoulders or perch on their fin-
gers.

Once you’ve been immersed
by these creatures, you may want
to purchase everything with a
butterfly motif. The gift shop
offers everything from butterfly
hair clips to note cards and mouse
pads.

Admission to the exhibit,
which includes entry to AMNH,
is $15 for adults, $11 for stu-
dents and senior citizens, and
$9 for children aged 12 and un-
der.

AMNH is open Sunday-Thurs-
day, 10 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; Friday
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8:45
p.m. For more information,
please call (212) 769-5200.

Parisian Eye Candy
“Paris in New York: French

Jewish Artists in Private Collec-
tion” at The Jewish Museum will
include works by Marc Chagall,
Amedeo Modigl iani ,  El ie
Nadelman, Jules Pascin, Max
Weber and Sonia Delaunay.

Featured prominently on res-
taurant murals and museum post-
cards throughout Manhattan, the
works of Chagall and Modigliani
are particularly refreshing to find
in one exhibition that boasts the
influence of Parisian painters on
today’s modern tapestry.

The Museum, which is located
at Fifth Avenue on the northeast
corner of 92nd Street, will offer
this exhibition until Sunday, June
25, with all of the masterpieces
derived from private collections
and collections from the Museum
itself.

Closed Fridays and Saturdays,
the Museum is open on Sunday,

Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, from 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.
and on Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to
8 p.m.

Admission is $8 for adults,
$5.50 for students and se-
nior citizens and free
for members and
children under
12. On Tues-
d a y s ,

from 5 to 8 p.m., visitors may pay
whatever they choose. For more
information, please call (212) 423-
3318.

Fusion Foods
Ian Schrager, former co-owner

of the notorious Studio 54,
teamed up with French designer
Philippe Starck and architects
Jeffrey Beers and David Rockwell
to craft the latest dining hot spot
on Madison Avenue, “Asia de
Cuba.” Since its inception, it has
been all the rage because of its
fusion cuisine of Asian and Latin
flavors, as well as the eye-pop-
ping ambiance.

Set for 36 diners, a long, marble
communal table is the main at-
traction in the dining room, which
further entices the eye with ethe-
real white curtains and unique
lighting. Stepping into this por-
tion of Asia de Cuba is like enter-
ing a little bit of heaven contrast-
ing the hectic hustle of the city’s
streets.

Dinner at Asia de Cuba is of-
fered from Monday to Wednes-
day until 10:30 p.m.; Thursday
through Saturday until 12 a.m.
and Sunday until 10:30 p.m. For
reservations or more details,
please call (212) 726-7755.

Fare at The Factory
Although all food is pricier in

New York than in our general
area, Eli’s Vinegar Factor at 92nd
Street and York Avenue serves
up a “Salad Barrel” of tossed
salads that are simply priceless to
the palate.

For $12, diners at Eli’s often
find themselves circling the “Bar-
rel” like sharks – hungry and
looking for satisfaction, but un-
able to decide on the plentiful
portions sprinkled with unusual
ingredients and flavors from ev-
ery end of the Earth.

Eli Zabar, who also owns E.A.T.
along Madison Avenue and

Eli’s Manhattan on Third
Avenue between 81st
and 82nd Streets, has
built quite an empire for
himself with these es-
tablishments that rival
Dean & Deluca.

Specifically at Eli’s Vin-
egar Factory, while you
are munching away at

your table in the up-
stairs dining area,
shoppers are bus-
tling below in the
market department
for smoked fish, rare
cheeses and some of

those salads to take
home and snack on. A

plentiful retail space brim-
ming with cookbooks and

houseware products trim the out-
skirts of the din-
ing space.

The market store
at Eli’s Vinegar
Factory is open to
s h o p p e r s
weeklong from 7
to 9 p.m. and the
dining area is only
available on Sat-
urdays and Sun-
days from 8 to 4:30
p.m. Reservations
are not necessary.
For more informa-
tion on this de-
lightful nook of
New York, please
cal l  (212) 987-
0885.

Cocktails,
Anyone?

Ian Schrager and
Phi l ippe Starck
have done it again
in conjuring up
one of the most
ch ic ,  mus t -be -
seen-at hotel bars
ins ide  The
Royalton Hotel, 44
West 44th Street,
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
two blocks from
Grand Central Sta-
tion.

Most of those lounging atop
one of the supple, cozy couches
and chairs, look as if they’ve
been peeled off the front covers
of Elle and GQ, garbed in black,
chit-chatting on their “cells” and
sipping some Merlot.

If your pocketbook is daring
and you find yourself seduced
by the allure of the architecture,
spending close to $300-$500 per
night in one of the rooms up-
stairs might be a tempting no-
tion.

Most of the 168 rooms boast a
fireplace and the hotel comes
equipped with a state of the art
fitness room. For more informa-
tion about the hotel bar, please
call (212) 944-8844. For details

about hotel accommodations,
please call (212) 869-4400.

Wats ‘a Matta You?
Whatever is the matter, there’s

nothing in Little Italy that can’t
cure it. The Feast of San Gennaro,
which will be held from Septem-
ber 14 to 24 this year, has planned
its usual array of tangy sausage
and pepper sandwiches dripping
with marinara sauce, white cups
toppling with crushed and fla-
vored ices, and outdoor dining
that celebrates everything Ital-
ian.

Last April, I took to the streets
of Little Italy and browsed the
souvenir shops vending Italian
flags of all sizes, sweatshirts and
memorabilia from “The Old
Country.” I truly felt transported
back to the early days of my
youth when such traditions were

branded on me with pride.
Whatever your descent, Little

Italy makes everyone feel like an
honorary Italian – minus “The
Sopranos.”

For deta i led informat ion
about Little Italy and the Feast
of San Gennaro, please contact
the  Web s i te :
www.littleitalynyc.com.

I hope you’ve enjoyed this
tiny tour of some of my most
favorite places of New York City.
If you’ve already visited some
of them, I’m sure you will agree
that they brilliantly comprise
the culture of The City That
Never Sleeps. If you haven’t
paid a visit, you don’t know
what you’re missing.

Continued on Page B-5

Please send all
Arts & Entertainment

Press Releases to:
michelle@goleader.com
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Arts & Entertainment

State
       of the Art

Music
The Crossr oads in

Garwood will welcome
Opaque on April 13; Watch-
dog Blues Band on April
14 ;  Thunder  Road :
Springsteen Tribute on
April 15; Juggling Suns on
April 19 and Soft Parade:
Doors Tribute on April 20.
For  more in format ion ,
please call (908) 232-5666
o r  v i s i t
www.crossroadsatgarwood.com.

Art

Union County Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway will host
Three Dog Night on April
15 and Wayne Newton on
May 6. For specific details
and ticket reservations,
please call (732) 499-8226
or visit www.ucac.org.

The Westfield Art As-
sociation will hold its
76th Annual Members’ Wa-
tercolor, Graphics & Pho-
tography Exhibition and
Portfolio Sale on April 15-
18. For more information,
please call (908) 232-7058
or (908) 232-3381.

Dance

The Morris Museum in
Morristown will host an
Open Art Workshop on
Pinwheels on April 13 and
Wind Socks on April 20.
For  mor e in format ion ,
please call (973) 538-0454,
Extension No. 242.

The New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in
Newark wi l l  hos t
Pilobolus Dance Theater
on April 14 at 7:30 p.m.
and April 15 at 2:30 p.m. in
Victoria Theater. For more
information, please call 1-
888-GO-NJPAC.

The New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in
Newark will present The
Barber of Seville by the New
York City Opera National
Company on April 15 at 8
p.m. in Prudential Hall. On
April 16, pianist Awadagin
Pratt will perform at 3 p.m.
in Prudential Hall. For more
information, please call 1-
888-GO-NJPAC.

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Frank Sinatra
( 1915-1998)

The Chairman of the Board and
Old Blue Eyes, Frank Sinatra

Whenever New York City
comes to mind, very often Frank
Sinatra’s crooning of “New York,
New York” also springs to
memory. The official anthem for
New Yorkers and visitors to the
metropolis, few vocalists can
duplicate its message as well as
the “Chairman of the Board.”

Hoboken-born Sinatra really
wanted to pursue a career as a
sportswriter, so he worked as an
office boy at the Hudson Ob-
server newspaper. His ear turned
toward music, Sinatra decided to
form a quartet known as “The
Hoboken Four.”

Sinatra’s fame sparked when
he began working with
bandleader Tommy Dorsey in
the 1940s. His three children,
Nancy, Frank and Tina came
from his marriage with child-
hood sweetheart, Nancy Barbato.
That marriage ended in 1951.

Movie roles in Anchors Aweigh,
On the Town, From Here to Eter-
nity, Pal Joey and The Man with
the Golden Arm followed and
Sinatra’s biggest hits, “Witch-
craft,” “The Lady is a Tramp,”
and “It Was a Very Good Year”
brought him great recognition.

Rocky marriages to Ava
Gardner and Mia Farrow brought
Sinatra emotional hardships, but
his union with Barbara, once
married to Zeppo Marx, gave the
singer solace.

While Sinatra’s life was not
without swirling storms of sus-
picion rumoring connections
with the Mafia and Marilyn
Monroe’s mysterious death,
Sinatra fans never fail to hold on
to the golden image of the singer’s
legacy.

“Old Blue Eyes” was hospital-
ized in 1996, reportedly suffer-
ing from a pinched nerve. Re-
ports countered that he was re-
ally being treated for pneumo-
nia and heart problems. Two
months later, he returned to the
hospital and suffered an “un-
complicated heart attack.”

              Museum Show
April 15 - May 15

380 Springfield Avenue • Summit • 908 273-2320

Select a unique piece to add
to your collection

A Panorama
Of Hairstyles
Gone Awry

T h e
B a l d
Look

L i t t l e
Indian
Girl

T h e
70’s

Charlie’s
Angel

Permed and Un-
even

Finally got it right!

Still Stretching and Growing, Arts & Entertainment
Section of Leader, Times Celebrates Its First Birthday

Mixed Bag
The Westfie ld Sym-

phony Orchestra will host
“A Tour of Notable Homes”
on Sunday, May 6, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Refreshments,
live music, a plant sale and
raffle will be offered. For
more information, please
call (908) 232-9400.

The Westfield Glee Club
will hold its 75th Spring
Concert on Saturday, April
29, at 8 p.m. at The First
Baptist Church of Westfield
and Sunday, April 30, at 4
p.m. at The First Congre-
ga t iona l  Church  in
Westfield.

By BILLY CALLAHAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For a year now
the character of the latter pages
in The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
has undergone a cosmetic
change, spurred in part by the
content and quality of arts and
entertainment in the surround-
ing area.

It was last April when Arts &
Entertainment (A&E) Editor
Michelle H. LePoidevin devised
a method of furthering the over-
all culture within both publica-
tions, and since then, local “A&E”
has burst into the public con-
scious.

“There is so much going on
around here,” said Michelle,
“things that people might not be
aware of. It’s been important to
have a spot for important stories
like these.”

Covering Board of Education

of fetching readers a taste of the
“Big Apple” scene.

“I want to expand features to
Manhattan,” Michelle informed,
“because there are a lot of
Westfield commuters, and it
would be great to give them
ideas from their home base about
this bustling metropolis only 20
minutes from here.”

Stay tuned.

meetings and local government
issues, Michelle found a craving
to expand the palette of prospec-
tive readers. An aim blossomed,
an aim which she focused on the
creative aspect lingering around
the towns covered by The Leader
and The Times.

As time wore on, the idea was
passed through the editors for a
page devoted to such an aim,
and the section grew from birth.

“Everything was given a home
under a formatted banner,”
Michelle stated, “and special fea-
tures were incorporated. Soon,
the amount of pages grew as
more press releases were received
and the quality of stories in-
creased.”

One main feature of A&E is the
concept “Artist of the Week,” a
one-inch column biography writ-
ten by Michelle that renders an
aspect of outside intrigue and
Hollywood glamour to help
broaden the section. Each week
since June 17 of last year, she has
been choosing from a compiled
list of celebrities who have made
it in their own creative way.

“It’s self-educating to visit vari-
ous Web sites for pictures and
information on these inspiring
individuals,” offered Michelle. “I
like to formulate a bio to paint
their picture, as well as to iden-
tify their yearning for creativity. I
also try to include my own con-
nection to the artist, something
other people might be able to
relate to.”

A&E explodes each week onto
the 110-year-old publication with
a specific color scheme arranged
around items such as listings of
local happenings, as well as a
variety of photographs, art work
and film and restaurant reviews.

Michelle also leaves space for
her column, labeled Pen & Ink,
where she takes the opportunity
to share her feelings on current
national and sometimes global
entertainment events.

Looking to the future of A&E,
Michelle intends to keep plant-
ing notions and stretching the
section.

“I want to get fresh voices flow-
ing through the publication to
keep it on the cutting edge,” she
said. “To be a constant surprise
to the readers. I’d also love to
interview more celebrities. Go
after interviews that are a little
bit harder to get.”

One idea fashioned for the A&E
editor is to visit New York City in
a scattering of day trips in hopes

Chansonettes Announce
Spring Concert Plans
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield are currently in rehearsal
for their spring program. The theme is
“rhythm,” from the rhythm of “Lady of
Spain” to “Fascinating Rhythm.”

The Chansonettes are completely
booked for their spring concert. The
first performance is scheduled for
Monday, April 17, at the First United
Methodist Church in Scotch Plains.
The group will also perform on
Wednesday, May 3, at Brighton Gar-
dens in Mountainside.

Other concerts include Monday,
May 15, at Villa Maria; Tuesday, May
16, at Runnells Hospital, Wednesday,
May 17, at Arbor Glen in Bridgewater
and Wednesday, May 24, at The
Chelsea in Fanwood.

New members are welcome to join
this group of women who enjoy sing-
ing and sharing music with others. For
membership information, please call
President Nancy Lau at (908) 654-
5130.

The group is under the direction of
Jean Schork, accompanied by Mel
Freda.

Westfield Symphony Friends
Plan Annual Home Tour

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL...One of the many Westfield homes scheduled for
the “Tour of Notable Homes” on May 6. The event is sponsored by the
Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

WESTFIELD -- The Friends of
the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra will host its 16th Annual Tour
of Notable Homes on Saturday,
May 6.

Five distinguished Westfield resi-
dences will be featured this year,
including homes in the historic
Wychwood and Stoneleigh Park
sections of Westfield and a 10,000
square foot apartment overlooking
downtown Westfield. The homes
will be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“We are so thankful to the five
homeowners who have graciously
opened the doors to their homes
to support the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra. This day-long event has
truly become a community tradi-
tion with more than 1,500 visitors
enjoying last year’s tour,” said An-
drew McDermott, Chairwoman of
the event.

In addition to the tour, partici-
pants can take advantage of a full
day of activities, including free re-
freshments courtesy of Trader Joe’s,
a sale of spring flowers, and an
extensive raffle for exquisite gift
baskets of merchandise and ser-
vices donated by area businesses.

“Last year’s auction-style raffle
was met with great enthusiasm so
we will once again be offering
tour participants a chance to bid
on theme gift baskets beautifully

presented and brimming with
homewares, decorative items,
children’s collectibles, books and
gift certficates to stores, restau-
rants and salons,” stated Mrs.
McDermott, who also serves as
President of Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

“In keeping with the event’s
musical roots, there will also be
live performances by orchestra
member Wayne Smith and
Westfield musicians Janet Somers
and Paul Somers,” she said.

The Tour of Notable Homes is the
Friends’ largest annual fundraiser
and all proceeds from the tickets,
plant sale and raffle directly support
the Orchestra and its educational
outreach programs, including its
music enrichment workshops.

Tickets for the tour will cost $20
if purchased in advance and $25
the day of the tour.

Tickets may be purchased at the
following outlets: Baron’s Drug
Store, Burgdorff Realtors, Coldwell
Banker, Lancaster, Ltd., Prudential
New Jersey Realty, The Town Bank
of Westfield and Weichert Real-
tors, all of Westfield. Tickets will
also be available at Patterson’s
Interior’s in Mountainside, Irma’s
Hallmark in Fanwood, Floral Ex-
pressions in Garwood and Frog
Hollow Gallery in Summit.
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POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient
New York Style Cheesecake

1 1/2 c. vanilla wafer crumbs 1 1/2 cups sugar
6 tbsp. unsalted butter, melted 2 tbsp. vanilla extract
1 tbsp. sugar 3 eggs
1/4 c. ground toasted almonds 2 egg yolks
3 lbs cream cheese, softened Juice of 1 lemon

Zest of 1 lemon, minced
In a small bowl, mix wafer crumbs, butter, 1 tbsp. sugar and

almonds. Pat mixture into 10-inch springform pan and bake
at 350-degrees for 10 minutes until golden brown. Remove
from the oven and cool. Reduce temperature to 300-degrees.

Beat cream cheese, 1 1/2 cups sugar and vanilla until
smooth. Whisk together until fluffy the eggs and egg yolks.
Add cheese mixture, lemon juice and zest. Beat until smooth.

Wrap the bottom of the springform pan in aluminum foil.
The foil should reach 2/3 of the way up the pan. Pour filling
in pan.

Place pan in a roasting pan, filled with enough water to
reach 1/2 way up the sides of the pan.

Place in 300-degree oven and bake for 1 hour. After 1 hour,
rotate the roasting pan to assure even browning. Bake for an
additional 1 to 1/2 hours. Test with cake tester before remov-
ing from the oven.

High Fidelity
A Comedy of Lofty Notes

3 popcorns

I have always enjoyed study-
ing the passions of others, the
humorously evoked theme at the
core of High Fidelity. Aside from
being a self-congratulating exer-
cise in tolerance, the practice has
proved an enlightening lantern
into the recesses of my own zeal
and enthusiasms, such as they
are.

In theory, by listening to the
philatelist wax rhapsodic about
his 1853 Bora Bora first day cover,
the numismatist might better com-
prehend the fervor with which
he delights in his 1909 S-VDB
Lincoln penny. In turn, he could
impart his specialty to the rail-
road buff, who perchance would
teach something to the butterfly
collector. And so on, and so on,
in a glorious, globe-encircling
daisy chain of ardor and forbear-
ance.

Record store owner Rob Gor-
don (John Cusack), lead charac-
ter in High Fidelity and devotee
to music inscribed in vinyl, also
has a theory. He contends that
we are our passions. Thus, it is
entirely possible that, right here,
in only the second paragraph of
this review, we’ve put together
the key to the human personal-
ity, as well as international har-
mony. Who knows what we’ll
surmise by column’s end.

World peace? That’s small pota-
toes. Director Stephen Frears’ film
adaptation of Nick Hornby’s novel
by the same title has bigger fish to
fry, a far more elusive goal. Via
John Cusack as the perplexed pro-
tagonist in obsessive search of
romantic actualization, Mr. Frears
(The Grifters) dares embark on a
comprehension of l’amour. And
while he won’t win a Nobel Prize
for successfully isolating the DNA
at the core of La Difference, his
intrepid observations on the war
between the sexes are nonethe-
less astute, funny and philosophi-
cally worthwhile.

Fond of lists (the 5 best this,
the 10 best that), lovelorn Rob
has sarcastically created his own
hit parade. In a flourish of self-
deprecating bravado on the eve
of his break-up with latest love
Laura (Iben Hjejle), he names the
five that got away –the biggest
heartbreaks of his life. Making
like a Toynbee of love, he hopes
to learn from his history. And we
are beseeched to come along —
to corroborate his findings.

There’s the first love, then the
well-scrubbed preppy girl in high
school, followed by the vain art-
ist (Catherine Zeta-Jones), etc.,
etc. Narrating with smirky satis-
faction in what amounts to a
feature-length stage whisper, he
takes solace in the convenience
that Laura didn’t make the top
five. That’s what he thinks.

Using music as an all-encom-
passing metaphor, analyzing his
life and loves through old songs
and illumining flashbacks, Rob’s
retrospective is a kinder, gentler,
Generation X version of Carnal
Knowledge (1971). And despite
the acerbic young man’s com-
plete and steady contribution to
the film’s R-rating, this variation
on the theme also imbues its lead
with a smattering of Holden
Caulfield-like naivete.

Cusack makes his self-involved
wag likable enough, plaintively
a victim of bad judgment and
raging hormones.

Aiding and abetting the con-
fused Casanova are two of the
most enamoring sidekicks to
grace a motion picture since As
Good As It Gets (1997). Fellow
record mayvins, loyal employees
and devoted pals behind the
workplace banter, they are con-
tentiously abrasive Barry (Jack
Black), a would-be rock ‘n roller,
and excessively passive Dick
(Todd Louiso), resident shrink-
ing violet extraordinaire. They
get most of the laughs.

Recalling the Frank McHughs,

S.Z. Sakalls and James Gleasons
who epitomized the golden days
of studio lot casting, Messrs. Black
and Louiso are professionally
stunning. The staunch pals are to
the record store boss what the
barkeeps were to Rick in
Casablanca (1942). They make
the film.

And speaking of The Boss,
Bruce Springsteen drops by in a
rare cameo to strum some advice
and encouragement for Rob, the
way Bogart did for Woody Allen’s
poor shlumpf in Play It Again
Sam (1972).

Fomenting an insane synergy,
less brooding than Smoke (1995)
but not quite as irreverent as
Clerks (1994), the troika uses the
retail environment to act out their
mutual interest in esoteric and
obscure music.

With obnoxious Barry peren-
nially on the attack, the custom-
ers inevitably serve as the unwit-
ting foils. Obsequious Dick then
tries to make amends. And Rob
relates everything to his shambles
of a love life. Like Alfie (1966),
he wonders what it’s all about.

As the current object of his
affection, the Danish-born Miss
Hjejle makes Laura a worthy ad-
versary. Exuding charity and un-
derstanding, and doubtless a saint
for putting up with Chicago’s
answer to Tom Jones until just
recently, the attractive lawyer is
nevertheless her own
person.....appropriately mysteri-
ous and difficult to read.

And to further complicate mat-
ters, she’s now keeping company
with Ian, the upstairs neighbor
(Tim Robbins). Would she come
back to Rob if he cleaned up his
act? That’s the $64 question.

For all its cutting edge trap-
pings and cynical dialogue, Mr.
Frears’ immersion into contem-
porary folkways and mores among
young singles turns out to be a
traditional tale of self-discovery
and morality, delivered at quite
an engaging angle. In tune with
the times, High Fidelity strikes
some very entertaining chords.

*  *  *  *  *
High Fidelity, Rated R, is a

Touchstone Pictures release directed
by Stephen Frears and stars John
Cusack, Iben Hjejle and Jack Black.
Running time: 113 minutes.

Meryl Leigh Bezrutczyk Wins
Westfield Glee Club Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Soprano Meryl
Leigh Bezrutczyk, a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is
the winner of the
Westfield Glee Club
2000 Competitive
Auditions and Schol-
arship Award.

Meryl will perform
as the Special Artist
at the 75th Annual
Spring Concerts and
will receive the
Scholarship Award at
the Saturday Concert
which will be held
on April 29 at 8 p.m.
at the First Baptist
Church in Westfield.

A Sunday after-
noon concert will be
held on April 30 at 4
p.m. at the First Con-
gregational Church
in Westfield. Meryl will sing oper-
atic, traditional and show songs,
while accompanied by Glee Di-
rector Thomas Booth.

The Glee Club Spring Concert
Program will recall a song that was
performed at the club’s first con-

cert in April
1926. A new
s o n g ,
“Gaude amu s
Hodie / Dona
Nobis Pacem” by
Westfielder Mat-
thew Sklar will
also be featured.

Matthew was
the 1991 schol-
arship recipient
and is a recog-
nized name on
Broadway as an
active conduc-
tor, musician
and composer of
music for new
productions. He
was recognized

in Variety magazine as one of the
“50 Creatives to Watch.”

For more information, please
call Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.

Meryl Leigh Bezrutczyk

908-322-7726
Park & Mountain Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ

Elegant
Marble

Staircases

Easy Access
From Rts.
78 & 287

Known for generations for Steaks, Prime Ribs, Seafood

www.weddingsatpantagis.com

FOR AN ELEGANT
EASTER BUFFET

Chef Carved - Turkey, Prime Ribs, Ham & Lamb
Shrimp - Clams - Viennese Table - Fresh Fruit

RESERVE EARLY $23.95
per
person

LUNCHON
SPECIALS

$545

from

WEDDING
DREAMS

$3495

• 5½ Hour Open Bar • Hors D’oeuvers
• Full Course Dinner • Tiered Wedding
Cake • Silver Candelabras • Flaming
Jubilee Show • Private Bridal Rooms

• White Glove French Service

from

DINNER
SPECIALS

$1095

from

Maria�s Scotch Plains
 Best Kept Secret !

Delicious Meatless Meals Perfect for Lent
Chicken, Spinich & Mushroom Ravioli

381 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains
Eat-in • (908) 322-2322 • Take Out

Slice
&

Soda
$1.75

*Plus Tax Take-Out Only

Pizza Days
Sun-Wed

Large  Cheese Pie

 $6.95*

OPEN
7 Days

Sorry - table service for
pizza not available Friday

evenings

The restaurant with “Real Homemade Food”
All homemade Pastas, Raviolis & Lasagna

Now accepting Visa • Master Card • American Express • Diner’s Club
Lunch & Dinner Specials � Open Sundays 4-9 p.m.

E
EEEEElaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporium

Call for Special Appointment � 908~322~0494
Host a party! Ask for details

~ Unusual Gifts at Affordable Prices
~Collector Dolls, Jewelry

   Clowns, Puppets
Marionettes, Candles
and Holders also Catalog Orders
                 and much, much more.

Philadelphia Museum
Trip Scheduled

By Arts Association
SCOTCH PLAINS – The spring

trip of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Arts Association will be
held on Wednesday, May 3, to the
Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA)
to see “The Splendor of 18th Cen-

tury Rome.”
Through-

out the
18th cen-
tury, the

city of
Rome with
its antiqui-

ties, Renais-
sance and Baroque monuments, and
cosmopolitan spirit was the artistic
and cultural capital of Europe.

The PMA’s exhibition will show-
case Rome’s vitality at the end of
its existence as an independent
papal state, with over 400 works in
a wide range of mediums, includ-
ing painting and sculpture to ar-
chitectural rendering and models.

The bus will depart from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building
parking lot at 8:30 a.m. and will
return around 5 p.m.

The cost of the trip is $32, which
includes bus, admission to the
PMA and a ticket to the exhibit. To
reserve space or obtain more in-
formation, please call A. Gibbons
at (908) 232-2631.

Watercolor, Graphics, Photography
Exhibit and Portfolio Sale Planned
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Art Association, in its 76th year,
has invited the public to attend
the Watercolor, Graphics and
Photography Exhibition and Port-
folio Sale from Saturday to Tues-
day, April 15-18, in the Westfield
Community Room at the Munici-
pal Building.

Artist, musician and writer
Stephen Sennott will be the judge
for the event.

Original works of art, realistic
and abstract interpretations in still
life, landscape, portraiture, figure
drawing and abstract composi-
tions will be on display. Many of
the member artists have earned
national, state and local commen-
dations for proficiency in an ex-
tensive array of media and styles.

A selection of portfolio works
and unframed artwork will be
available for both perusal and
purchase. Watercolor, drawings,
mixed media, prints and photo-
graphs will be offered.

A reception and awards pre-
sentation will be held on April 15

from 2 to 4 p.m. The show will
continue on Sunday, April 16,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Mon-
day and Tuesday, April 17 and
18, from 7 to 9 p.m.

Admission is free and the
Westfield Community Room is
handicapped accessible.

Co-Chairpersons for the exhi-
bition are Barbara Schwinn and
Tobia L. Meyers. Other commit-
tee members include Jane Annis,
John Curch, Judith Gambert,
Alison Hooper, Joe Hulsen, Linda
Kolar, Burt Longenbach, Florence
MacDowell, Jeani McCullough,
Shirley Oslisio, Joan Polishook,
Angela Colecchia Tricarico, Ann
Valletta, George Weisgerber, Dor-
othy and Tom Wilkinson, Audrey
Wreszin, Sandy Wygledowski,
Barbara Zietchick, Lydia Brunelli,
Phil Kass and Brooke Gardiner.

For more information about
the show or any other WAA ac-
tivities, please call Ms. Meyers at
(908) 687-2945. For membership
information, please call Ms. Annis
at (908) 232-3381.

As always, your input and feed-
back are always welcome. If you
have a New York City adventure to
share, we will be including them in
future editions. Please send them

Butterflies, Eli�s, Van Gogh...
Continued from Page B-2

to: michelle@goleader.com, mail to:
Arts & Entertainment Editor, Michelle
H. LePoidevin, P.O. Box 250, 50 Elm
Street, Westfield, 07091, or fax to my
attention at (908) 232-0473.

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE…Flora Alexander, an eighth grade student
at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains, represented her school in the
Central New Jersey Music Educators’ Association regional band which
performed on March 26 in Bridgewater.

A MECCA FOR ART LOVERS AND HISTORIANS...The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art (MMA), located at Fifth Avenue and 82nd
Street, is a mecca for New York City tourists and residents who
adore all types of art and art history. Spending an entire day at
the MMA is not a difficult task -- the exhibitions are endless and
the lectures are always interesting. For more information,
please visit www.metmuseum.org.

Torn Curtain Productions
To Present Almon�s Pardon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The the-
ater group Torn Curtain Produc-
tions will debut a new show for
Easter entitled, Almon’s Pardon,
on Friday and Saturday, April 14
and 15, and Thursday and Friday,
April 20 and 21. All performances
will begin at 7:30 p.m., with doors
opening at 7 p.m. at Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains.

The story concerns a zealot
named Almon from Jerusalem
whose life intersects the life of
Jesus Christ around the end of
his ministry.

Admission is free.
For more information, please

call (908) 322-9300 or visit the
Evangel Church Web site at
www.evangelchurch.com.
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Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While Phantom of the Opera will continue its run on The Great
White Way, Cats will close in June.

NYC�s Theatre District
Continued from Page B-1

George Keenen Named by YFCS
As Concert�s Honorary Chairman

TITLE OF HONOR…Mr. and Mrs. George Keenen look forward to the
Saturday, May 20, concert by the Orchestra of Saint Peter by the Sea
to benefit Youth and Family Counseling Service. Mr. Keenen has
been named Honorary Chairman for the event.

WESTFIELD – George Keenen,
a past president and current mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice (YFCS) will be Honorary Chair-
man of this year’s YFCS Benefit
Concert on Saturday, May 20, at 8
p.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

Mr. Keenen received this title be-
cause of his contributions to YFCS,
including bringing Father Alphonse
Stephenson and his Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea to the fundraising
aid of the agency 10 years ago.

“We have been very pleased
with the concerts,” stated Milt Faith,
Executive Director of YFCS, “and
are immensely grateful for George
Keenen’s efforts in arranging them.
In the past nine years, the concerts
have raised more than $145,000
for the agency. Also, through the

Foundation, The Center For Hope
Hospice, The United Fund of Eliza-
beth, Alexian Brothers Hospital
and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital.

An alumnus of Notre Dame
University, he has been a member
of the board at Immaculate Con-
ception Seminary and Vice Presi-
dent for the Laity of the
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council.

Mr. Keenen was honored by the
Center For Hope Hospice for his
volunteer work, which included
editing their quarterly publication,
The Flame.

Mr. Keenen and his wife, the
former Lucille K. McCauley, known
as “Mickey,” have been parishio-
ners of St. Helen’s since the early
1970s. They raised eight children
and are grandparents and great-
grandparents.

In this year’s concert, Father

years, the concerts have appealed
to an audience of many ages, which
is so appropriate to our mission as
an organization.”

Mr. Keenen joined the Board of
Trustees of YFCS in 1986, served
three terms as president and con-
tinues to serve on the board.

During the 1960s following
Vatican II, Mr. Keenen started the
Forums, a series of lectures de-
signed to promote positive, ecu-
menical thinking on topics of the
day. The lectures were presented
by nationally known scholars at
area churches.

Since his retirement as president
of Keenen-Cashman Company in
Bayonne in 1987, Mr. Keenen has
served as a trustee of The Westfield

Stephenson will lead the Orches-
tra through both serious and lighter
selections. Lively arrangements are
also planned.

Tickets for the concert are $26
for general admission, $23 for
senior citizens, and patron seating
for $50. Sponsorship listings in the
program, which includes two pa-
tron tickets to the concert, are
available for $300.

Local ticket outlets include:
Country Squire Men’s Shop in
Clark; Floral Expressions in
Garwood; Bayberry Card & Gift
Shop in Mountainside; Nuts n’
Plenty in Scotch Plains and
Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield.

Tickets may also be ordered by
calling YFCS at (908) 233-2042.

Two Ways to Celebrate
Your Easter Sunday

AT THE WILLOWS
A Very Special Easter Brunch

10am – 1pm

Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge
1013 North Washington Ave. & Route 22

Green Brook • (732) 968-2739
www.thewillowsrestaurant.com

$14.95
adults

$6.95
children under 12

Easter Dinner Menu Served 12pm to 10pm
Including soup, salad, vegetable, potato and

complimentary decorated egg.
Children’s Menu Available • Reservations Suggested

Fresh fruit salad, fruit juices, fresh fruit punch fountain,
fresh pasta salad, potato salad, tossed green garden salad,
scrambled eggs, French toast, crispy bacon, link sausage,

carved baked Virginia ham, seafood Newberg, fried chicken,
sirloin tips in burgundy sauce, fettuccini alfredo, Viennese

Table, Coffee, Tea & decaffeinated coffee included.

ANTHOLOGY
125 Quimby Street • Westfield

(908) 233-8255

Contemporary Women’s Clothing • Unique Giftware

Featuring:
•Earl Jeans
•French Connection
•Co-Op
• Betsy Johnson
• Kayatone Adeli
•Juicy Couture
•Mavi Jeans
•Velvet

is worth the visit.
The owner of Sag Harbor, Ri-

chard Gussof, holds the distinc-
tion of operating not just one,
but three extremely successful
restaurants in the area. His other
two establishments, Pietrasanta
and Rachel’s (on Ninth Avenue

at 47th Street and 43rd Street,
respectively) are also big hits
within the theater community.

Also in Hell’s Kitchen, The West
Bank Café, located on 42nd
Street, just west of Ninth Avenue,
is a fun and celebrity filled restau-
rant and bar, with an intimate
cabaret space downstairs. “The
West Bank” is a local favorite, with
a delightful staff and wonderful,
affordable food. Ask for Kaleda at
the bar, and she’ll make you the
most delectable martini in town.

For those looking for a lighter
bite, perhaps dessert and a cup of
coffee, an absolute must is The Little
Pie Company located on 43rd Street
between 9th and 10th Avenues.
Locals jokingly refer to it as “The
Little Pie Franchise,” because what
was once a small, family owned
business now has tripled in size.

During the holidays, the line of
people waiting for pies is reminis-
cent of teenagers waiting for con-
cert tickets to see their favorite
rock star. The wait is well worth it,
and off-season you can whisk in
to sample one of their impeccable
treasures. The sour cream apple
walnut pie will delight even the
most discriminating desert lover.
There have been fights in my house
over who gets the last piece. Keep
in mind that The Little Pie Com-
pany is closed post-theater. It’s
best to visit there before a show.

Both Hell’s Kitchen and the the-
ater district are home to abundant
nightlife.

Most shows don’t end until 11
p.m. or so, and after signing a
few autographs, a lot of actors
join their friends for a drink or a
snack in the neighborhood.

Two great places to rub elbows
with the actors are O’Flaherty’s, a
gritty Irish pub, and Don’t Tell
Mama, a piano bar where famous
and aspiring singers alike can get
up to strut their stuff. Both
O’Flaherty’s and Mama’s, (as it is
known among the locals) are also
located on Restaurant Row.

Securing an autograph from
your favorite performer isn’t im-
possible, by the way, just make
sure to go to the stage door of a
theater, which is often located
around the corner from the en-
trance. It is preferable to seek an
autograph after a performance.

Prior to the show, most actors are
busy preparing to work and may
seem distracted then. Most Broad-
way performers are extremely ap-
proachable and delighted to sign
an autograph if asked.

The imminent closing of the
longest running Broadway musi-
cal, Cats, just proves that the face
of New York theater is ever
changing, and no one show is

completely safe from the inevitable
night when the curtain falls for the
last time. The Andrew Lloyd Webber
smash hit will close on Sunday,
June 25, after an amazing 17 years
on Broadway.

Stepping up to be the next long-
est running Broadway show is Les

Miserables, with a respectable 13
years on the New York stage. I
know that “Les Miz” won’t be
going away anytime soon, and it
is still one of the most heartfelt,
moving shows on Broadway.

I’m sure that the closing of Cats
won’t hurt Mr. Lloyd Webber too
much.

Another smash hit of his, The
Phantom of the Opera, is still going
strong, and the much anticipated
revival of his earliest monster hit,
Jesus Christ Superstar, will be up
and running this coming Easter.

If you haven’t already had the
pleasure of experiencing The
Roundabout Theater Company’s
production of Cabaret, go imme-
diately. It is the best piece of
musical theater in town. Staged
inside the infamous Studio 54, the
Rob Marshall-Sam Mendes direc-
torial team has put together a re-
creation of the classic Kander and
Ebb musical that is breathtaking.

Mr. Mendes, as you may know,
just won an Oscar for his direc-
tion of the film, American Beauty.

Fosse, Chicago and Rent are quite
popular, and the duo that brought
us The Lion King, (Elton John and
Tim Rice) have teamed together
again with Aida. The reviews of
Aida have been mixed, but it seems
to be a real crowd-pleaser.

For those who are not interested
in a musical, both Amadeus and
True West are back and gathering
raves. There is also an enormous
amount of buzz regarding the June
opening of Macbeth, starring
“Frasier’s” Kelsey Grammer. None
of the other roles in the famed
Shakespearean “Scottish play” have
been cast as of yet, but this one is
bound to be a winner.

You will also find a wide variety of
legitimate theater Off-Broadway, and,
by all means, do not hesitate to
attend a performance that’s off the
beaten path. Some of the best theater
in New York is in the most unlikely
of places. In addition to all of the
outstanding drama that is available, it
is also a great idea to take in some of
the stand-up and sketch comedy that
has seemed to crop up everywhere.

Some solo cabaret performances
are also a real treat with many
piano bars, like Mama’s, located
right in the neighborhood.

It really doesn’t matter what
you go to see. What is important
is that you do go to the theater
and experience the purest, most
“live” form of entertainment that
we have. In all of my years living
and working as a professional
actress in Manhattan, I am still
excited and proud to be part of a
community that not only enter-
tains but educates and feeds the
soul.

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING…The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts held its fundraising event, “A Moveable Feast” on March 26 at
The Grand Summit Hotel. Pictured, left to right, are: Founder and
Executive Director Theodore K. Schlosberg, President of the
Board of Trustees Ron Jacobson, Karen Fountain, Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim and Board of Trustees member Douglas Fasciale.

CLIP AND SAVE
Westfield School Spring Concerts

WHS Graduate Magaly Roig
Directs Blood Wedding at Drew
WESTFIELD – Magaly Roig, a

senior at Drew University in Madi-
son, will direct her final college
play entitled Blood Wed-
ding by playwright
Frederico Garcia Lorca.
The play will run un-
til Saturday, April 15,
at 8 p.m. at the FM
Kirby Shakespeare
Theater at Drew Uni-
versity.

Tickets are $4. For
reservations, please
call (973) 408-3030.
For directions to the
Theater, please visit
www.drew.edu.

Magaly, a theater
major at Drew, will
graduate in May. She
hopes to work profes-
sionally on stage. This summer,
she will do an internship with
Broadway producer Richard
Frankel.

At Westfield High School, Magaly
was active in various theater pro-
ductions. She was nominated as
one of five of the most outstanding
high school actresses in the state in
the Rising Star Awards of Paper Mill
Playhouse for her role in Fiddler on
the Roof. She was also a member of
the All-State Chorus.

Magaly received the Madeleine
Wild Bristol Scholarship Award
for voice as a freshman at Drew.

As a college student, she
has performed at Plays
in the Park and the
State Theater. She has
helped to conduct
workshops at the
Stella Adler Studio in
New York City and
aided in the produc-
tion of a play per-
formed at the En-
semble Studio The-
ater.

Last year, Magaly
performed the lead
role in Nine Arme-
nians which was
performed as part of

a Holocaust remem-
brance at Colgate University.

Magaly, who will work with a
cast of 22 performers in Blood
Wedding, incorporates all aspects
of dance, theater and music with
an essence of flamenco into the
production. With a background
in dance for nearly 20 years,
Magaly has choreographed musi-
cal productions at Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools, in
addition to several college dance
recitals.

Magaly Roig

•Thursday, May 4, at 7:30
p.m. – Wind Ensemble & Con-
cert Band at Westfield High
School auditorium.

•Monday, May 8, at 7:30 a.m.
– Southside Elementary Strings
Concert at Edison Intermediate
School auditorium.

•Monday, May 15, at 7:30
p.m. – Band & Vocal Concert at
Jefferson Elementary School.

•Wednesday, May 17, at 7:30
p.m. – Vocal Concert at Franklin
Elementary School and Band
& Vocal Concert at Tamaques
Elementary School.

•Thursday, May 18, at 7:30
p.m. – Wilson School Band &
Vocal Concert in Roosevelt In-
termediate School auditorium
and Band Concert at Franklin
School.

•Monday, May 22, at 7:30
p.m. – Northside Elementary
Strings Concert in Roosevelt
School auditorium.

•Tuesday, May 23, at 7:30
p.m. – Choral Concert and Band
& Vocal Concert at McKinley
School.

•Thursday, May 25, at 7:30
p.m. – Band & Vocal Concert at
Washington Elementary School.

•Monday, May 29, at 9 a.m. in

Downtown Westfield – Memo-
rial Day Parade with Westfield
High School Marching Band
and Colorguard.

•Wednesday, May 31, at 7:30
p.m. – Jazz Night with the
Westfield High School Jazz En-
semble in the WHS audito-
rium.

•Monday, June 5, at 7:30
p.m. – Voice Recital in WHS
Room No. 121.

•Wednesday, June 7, at 7:30
p.m. – All-City Concert in WHS
auditorium.

•Thursday, June 8, at 7:30
p.m. – Choral Concert in
Roosevelt School auditorium
and Choral Concert in Edison
School auditorium.

•Monday, June 12, at 7:30
p.m. – Fine Arts Senior Recog-
nition Evening at WHS audito-
rium, followed by a reception
in Room No. 121.

•Tuesday, June 13, at 7:30
p.m. – Instrumental Concert at
Edison School auditorium and
Instrumental Concert I at
Roosevelt School auditorium.

•Thursday, June 15, at 7:30
p.m. – Instrumental Concert II
at Roosevelt School audito-
rium.
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Mount Saint Mary
Academy

• Grades 9-12
• Girls/College Prep
• Gifted/Talented Program
• Varsity Sports
• Staffed by Sisters of Mercy
• Transportation Available

Entrance Testing
by appointment for
Grades 9, 10 & 11

(908) 757-0108

1645 Highway 22
at Terrill Road

Watchung, New Jersey

A tradition of Excellence
in Education for Young Women

Westfield BOE
Candidates

Peter W. Billson
(Westfield)

Candidate: Westfield Board of
Education, three-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: Mr. Billson is
employed as Vice
President of Opera-
tions of Watchung
Communications, Inc.,

the parent company of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. He also performs
computer consulting work for Conti-
nental Airlines; Furniture Brands In-
ternational, makers of Lane furni-
ture; Water Control Associates and
other concerns.

Education: The candidate at-
tended Holy Trinity Interparochial
School and Westfield High School.

Family Life: A lifelong, third gen-
eration Westfield resident, Mr.
Billson resides with his German shep-
herds, Alex and Angel.

Experience: The candidate has
been, and is, involved in numerous
volunteer community projects. A short
list of Mr. Billson’s recent commu-
nity involvement is: Past Chairman
and current member of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation’s Promo-
tions Committee; Past Chairman and
current member of Fanwood’s Volun-
teer and Communications Commit-
tee (FVCC); member of the United
Fund of Westfield’s WORD booklet
Committee; member of the Westfield
Y First Night Committee; created and
organized, in conjunction with DECA
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and the FVCC, a three session
beginners computer course for senior
citizens taught by SP-F students; cre-
ated and personally instructed an In-
troduction to the Internet training class
for no charge to several hundred area
residents.

Platform: “I believe that for the
future success of our schools, we
need the entire community to get
involved in the issues, including the
two-thirds of the people who don’t
have children in the school system.”
The candidate believes his techno-
logical background and leadership
experience will help him accomplish
his goals for the board.

• • • • •

B. Carol Molnar
(Westfield)

Candidate: Westfield Board of
Education, three-year term.

Professional Back-
ground: The candidate
is admitted to practice
law in New Jersey and
New York and the
United States Supreme
Court. For the past five
years, Ms. Molnar has

been employed by a company in
Millington. Previously, she served as
an Assistant General Counsel for
Citibank for 10 years.

Education: Ms. Molnar received
her Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration and Master of Business Ad-
ministration degrees from Pace Uni-
versity in New York City, with a Juris

Doctorate degree from Seton Hall
Law School in Newark.

Family Life: The candidate has
two daughters, Amy Molnar and Meg
Molnar, who have attended the
Westfield Public Schools.

Experience: Incumbent Molnar
has served on the Westfield school
board since 1988. She helped create
the Legislation Committee, which
she currently chairs. She also chaired
the school board/Town Council Li-
aison Committee since its inception.

Platform: “My past board experi-
ence as well as my financial back-
ground will continue to be an asset
for the citizens of Westfield during
these challenging times. Continuing
our academic excellence must be our
first priority as the district addresses
significant educational challenges,
including increased enrollment, tech-
nology, curriculum standards, and
state and federal special education
mandates,” said Ms. Molnar.

“The quality of public education is
a crucial ingredient in the vitality of
our town,” she continued. “The board
must balance this goal of educa-
tional excellence with fiscal con-
straints. The annual budget is more
than a series of numbers. It is a
statement of our vision and aspira-
tions as well. The process of scruti-
nizing next year’s budget should be-
gin during the summer. This will
enable the entire board to analyze
what budget issues may be develop-
ing for next year; as a result, the
board can address these issues in a
timely manner.”

• • • • •

Kimberly Rhodes
(Westfield)

Candidate: Westfield Board of
Education, three-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: Ms. Rhodes
consults for MBIA In-
surance Corporation in
Armonk, N.Y. where
she developed their

bond supported by student loans.
She also assists in the training of new
analysts and the marketing of new
products. The candidate holds 15
years of experience in bond finance.

Education: Ms. Rhodes holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Tex-
tile Science from Cornell University
in Ithaca, N.Y., and a Master in Busi-
ness Administration in Finance and
International Business from the
Leonard N. Stern School of Business
at New York University with honors.

Family Life: Ms. Rhodes and her
husband, Mark, have two children
who attend Franklin Elementary
School. Her son, Christopher, is in
the third grade and her daughter,
Amanda, is a second grader.

Experience: The candidate was
selected in 1998 to serve on the Citi-
zens’ Advisory Committee on Capi-
tal Projects. She also participated in
the school board’s 1998 strategic
planning effort as a member of the
Developing Effective, Family, Com-
munity, Business and School Part-
nerships Committee.

Platform: “I’m running on a com-
mitment to community platform,”
said Ms. Rhodes. “I have many years
of experience in education finance
and I’ve done a tremendous amount
of volunteer work in Westfield. I
would like to continue that effort by
focusing on excellence in education
as a member of the school board.”

Anne L. Riegel
(Westfield)

Candidate: Westfield Board of
Education, three-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: The candidate
has held financial po-
sitions at Equitable
Capital Management
and Citicorp Invest-

ment Bank, both of New York City,
where she performed investment
analyses of companies for debt in-
vestments and mergers and acquisi-
tions.

Education: Mrs. Riegel graduated
from the Wharton School of Busi-
ness at the University of Pennsylva-
nia with a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Finance and Marketing. She
also received a Master of Business
Administration in Finance and Ac-
counting from Columbia University
in New York City.

Family Life: The candidate and
her husband, Robert, have two daugh-
ters attending Jefferson Elementary
School. Melissa Riegel is in the sec-
ond grade, while Jessica Riegel is a
fifth grader. Jessica will enter Edison
Intermediate School next Septem-
ber.

Experience: Incumbent Riegel has
served on the school board since
August of last year when she was
appointed to fill the vacancy left by
Ginger Hardwick’s resignation. As a
board member, she serves on the
Finance, Long Range Planning and
Curriculum Instruction and Programs
committees. She has also served on
the Citizens’ Advisory Committee
for the bond referendum, as PTO
President for two years, on the Board
of Directors for the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey. At the JCC, she has also
chaired the Early Childhood Com-
mittee for three years.

Platform: “I want to focus on the
challenges that we face from the
rising enrollment at the high school,
the technological demands and en-
suring a curriculum to meet the di-
verse needs of our students.”

• • • • •

Thomas Taylor
(Westfield)

Candidate: Westfield Board of
Education, three-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: A practicing
attorney with offices
in Westfield.

Education: Incum-
bent Taylor graduated

from Westfield High School in 1968.
Family Life: Mr. Taylor, who is

married, has four children who have
attended Westfield Public Schools.

Experience: Mr. Taylor served on
the school board from 1984 to 1987
before being reelected in 1997. He
has chaired the Staff Relations Com-
mittee and co-chaired the Citizens
Search Committee, a group which
recommended to the full board the
hiring of Dr. Mark C. Smith as
Schools Superintendent. The candi-
date has also been a member of the
Policies, Board Town Liaison, Fa-
cilities, Finance, Custodians and Ne-
gotiations Committees.

Platform: Mr. Taylor reported that
this district was in trouble three years
ago and near becoming “mediocre”

until the Strategic Plan, the bond
referendum of 1998, wiring for tech-
nology and labor relations were
implemented and improved. “We are
on the cusp of becoming a real top
notch district, perhaps among the
best in the state,” said Mr. Taylor,
who hopes the district will continue
its productivity if he is re-elected.

• • • • •

Michael Kessler
 (Westfield)

Candidate: Westfield Board of
Education, one-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: Mr. Kessler’s
background is in the
area of management,
finance and account-
ing. He holds 20 years

of experience with AT&T and Lu-
cent Technologies.

Education: The incumbent also
holds a Master’s Degree in Business
Administration from Rutgers Uni-
versity.

Family Life: A Westfield resident
since 1991, Mr. Kessler and his wife,
Ginny, have two children.

Experience: As a current board
member, Mr. Kessler has served on
several board committees, including
Policy, Curriculum, Instruction and
Programming, Facilities and Finance.
He has also been a member of the
board’s Teachers’ Negotiation Team
and the Secretaries’ and Custodians’
Board of Education negotiation
teams. He has served on the board’s
liaison to the Washington Elemen-
tary School PTA and the town’s Rec-
reation Commission for three years.
He has also held various positions on
the McKinley Elementary School
PTO.

Platform: Mr. Kessler hopes that
the school board comes to a decision
within the next few months to find a
solution to overcrowding at West-
field High School. He strives to en-
sure that the district’s schools are “a
safe, great environment for learn-
ing,” and are maintained “in the most
efficient and cost effective way.” The
candidate also wants to see the dis-
trict continue in its efforts to incor-
porate technology into the schools.

SP-F BOE
Candidates

Theresa Larkin
(SP-F)

Candidate: Scotch Plains seat on
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of
Education

Professional Back-
ground: Mrs. Larkin
has a background in
personnel administra-
tion and worked as a

life/health contract consultant.
Education: The candidate holds a

Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Marywood College (now Marywood
University) in Scranton, Pa., with a
double major in English and Psy-
chology.

Family Life:  Mrs. Larkin and her
husband John are 14-year residents
of Scotch Plains. They have three
children: a son at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, a daughter at
Terrill Middle School and a daughter
at Coles Elementary.

Platform:  First elected in 1994,
and, again, in 1997, Mrs. Larkin is
currently serving as Board President.
She served as Board Vice President
in 1998-99. Her hope is to continue

to raise the bar of academic achieve-
ment and to make sure that improve-
ments are implemented. She is com-
mitted to seeing to it that the paper
plans in place to improve the district’s
infrastructure, technology and ADA
(American With Disabilities Act)
compliance become reality in the
most sensible and cost-effective way.
She also plans to continue her fight
for fair state funding in the face of
increased enrollment and growing
state mandates.

• • • • •

Linda Nelson
(SP-F)

Candidate: Scotch Plains seat on
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of
Education.

Professional Back-
ground: 25-year ca-
reer in public relations
that included being Di-
rector of Public Infor-

mation for the Montclair Public
Schools. Other communications
work included editing an internal
newsletter for a division of AT&T,
overseeing the writing and produc-
tion of over a dozen school-commu-
nity newsletters for a local public
relations firm; assisting the advertis-
ing director of a subscription televi-
sion service; and handling freelance
writing, editing and marketing
projects.

Education: Mrs. Nelson holds a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Educa-
tion and a Master of Arts Degree in
School Public Relations from
Glassboro State College (now Rowan
University).

Family Life:  The candidate and
her husband, Jim, have lived in Scotch
Plains for 14 years. They have two
sons who attended McGinn Elemen-
tary and Terrill Middle School and
are now students at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Platform:  Mrs. Nelson is seeking
board service as an “experienced,
involved, objective candidate.” In
making decisions as a board mem-
ber, she would be guided by certain
principles: providing equal services
across the district; determining what
is best for the children involved;
continuing the district’s quality edu-
cation program; and meeting rising
state expectations while keeping a
handle on rising local costs.

• • • • •

Ava R. McNamara
(SP-F)

Candidate: Scotch Plains seat on
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of
Education.

Professional Back-
ground:  Mrs.
McNamara founded
Paralegal Services in
1991, a company pro-

viding legal services to numerous
law firms and sole practitioners
throughout central and northern New
Jersey. She also has extensive finan-
cial and accounting experience, hav-
ing served as an Internal Auditor for
Lincoln Federal Savings and Polifly
Savings & Loan.

Education: A lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains, the candidate attended
Coles Elementary, Terrill Middle and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
She holds an undergraduate degree
from Rutgers University, majoring
in political science with a minor in
accounting. She also holds a law
degree from Seton Hall Law School
in Newark and a Paralegal degree
from the now defunct Upsala Col-
lege in East Orange.

Family Life:  Mrs. McNamara and
her husband Paul have three sons,
Mitchell, Joshua and Jake. Mitchell
attends McGinn Elementary and
Joshua is enrolled in the pre-school
program at Brunner Elementary.

Platform:  Mrs. McNamara feels
she can bring a much-needed per-
spective to the board as a parent of
elementary school children in the
district. She wants to work for the
public and be a board member who
supports the community’s input in an
effort to keep engaged those parents

who became involved in board is-
sues over the past year. She pledges
her commitment to prudent financial
management as well as accessibility
and accountability to the members
of the community.

• • • • •

Thomas Russo
(SP-F)

Candidate: Scotch Plains seat on
the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of
Education.

Professional Back-
ground: Mr. Russo is
a trial attorney with of-
fices in Scotch Plains.

Education: The
candidate is a graduate of the Col-
lege of William and Mary,
Williamsburg, Va., who holds a law
degree from American University in
Washington, D.C. He is a 1974 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, having attended
Shackamaxon Elementary and Terrill
Middle Schools.

Family Life:  A 30-year resident
of the township, Mr. Russo and his
wife, Marla, are the parents of two
sons. One attends Park Middle
School, the other, Brunner Elemen-
tary.

Platform:  Mr. Russo was elected
to his first term on the board in 1997.
He spearheaded a policy change to
facilitate public comment at board
meetings. He does not believe public
officials should engage in guesswork
or take things “on faith” when it
comes to spending public money. He
believes that board members and the
public are entitled to full informa-
tion before making decisions with
long-lasting impact.

He voted against the recent facili-
ties proposal in the absence of a
traffic engineering study and answers
to questions about the effect of con-
struction with school in session. He
promotes academic excellence and
fought dilution of middle-school lev-
eling. He opposed the “ill-conceived”
proposal to relocate pre-school pro-
grams to Park Middle School. He
opposed replacement of nationally-
normed standardized tests with lo-
cally-developed tests, and voted
against the “budget-breaking” teach-
ers’ contract.

Mountainside
Candidates

Frank Geiger
(Mountainside)

Candidate: Mountainside Board
of Education, 3-year
term

Professional Back-
ground: Mr. Geiger
was the owner of
Geiger’s Bakery for the
last 10 years. He closed
this business to “con-

centrate on a wholesale business.”
Education: Mr. Geiger graduated

Nathaniel Hawthorne College in New
Hampshire with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Business Adminis-
tration.

Family Life: The candidate was
raised in Springfield, but has lived in
Mountainside for the last 12 years.
He currently resides with his wife
Lynn and their three children who
attend school in the district.

Experience: Mr. Geiger has served
on school board committees at least
once, held the office of Board Presi-
dent for four years, and is presently
the school board’s representative to
the Berkeley Heights Board of Edu-
cation.

Platform: “I would like to see
more opportunities for our students
to explore the world of off-site learn-
ing,” stated Mr. Geiger. “I would like
to pressure more textbook compa-
nies to allow access online for book
pages so children don’t have to carry
40 pounds packs each day to school.
The future of Deerfield School will
include a building project to keep up
with population as well as programs
of studies.”

Photo
Not

Available

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-7



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, April 13, 2000 Page B-7

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Concepts &Thought
School Board Election Coverage

Mountainside
Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-6

Patricia Knodel
(Mountainside)

Candidate: Mountainside Board
of Education, 3-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: Mrs. Knodel
was a teacher at St.
Paul’s School in
Irvington, Edison Pub-
lic Schools and in the

Mountainside Public School District.
She also served as a substitute teacher
at Our Lady of Lourdes School in
Mountainside.

Education: The candidate has
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Biology, Physical Science and Sec-
ondary Education from Caldwell Col-
lege, as well as an Elementary Edu-
cation Certificate from Newark State.

Family Life: The mother of eight
children, all Deerfield School gradu-
ates, Mrs. Knodel is the widow of
John Patrick Knodel who taught in
the Union Township Public Schools
and as an Adjunct Professor at Union
County College.

Experience: With 26 years of ac-
tive service on the school board,
Mrs. Knodel has chaired every major
committee. For five years, she served
as Vice-President, eight years with
the Educational Service Commis-
sion, 15 years as delegate to the New
Jersey School Board Association
(NJSBA) and Representative to the
Union County School Boards Asso-
ciation. Mrs. Knodel also served eight
years on the Legislative Committee
of the New Jersey School Board As-
sociation, representing the 22nd Leg-
islative District and held four years
of service as an NJSBA appointee to
the National School Boards Federal
Relations Network representing the
Seventh Congressional District.

Platform: The candidate believes
the challenges of the new millen-
nium are to integrate technology into
our curricula, to provide adequate
pupil space for our students, and to
improve student scores on all state
mandated tests. Mrs. Knodel believes
her prior experience will speak to
those needs.

• • • • •

MaryBeth Schaumberg
(Mountainside)

Candidate: Write-In for
Mountainside Board of
Education, 3-year
term.

Professional Back-
ground: Currently
working as a real es-
tate referral agent, Mrs.
Schaumberg was pre-

viously working with Coldwell
Banker.

Education: Mrs. Schaumberg at-
tended Deerfield School, graduating
in 1976. After graduating from
Jonathan Dayton Regional High

School in Springfield, she attended
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pa.

Family Life: A lifelong resident
of Mountainside, Mrs. Schaumberg
lives with her husband, Andy, and
their three children ages 10, 8 and 2
½.

Experience: The candidate has
served as chairperson on several PTA
committees, as New Parent Liaison,
Co-Chair for the Spring Festival and
Chairperson of the Hospitality Com-
mittee. She is currently completing
the second year of her two-year term
as PTA Vice President for Moppet
through second grade. Mrs.
Schaumberg has been involved in all
three phases of the school district’s
Strategic Planning process. She has
served on the State of the Commu-
nity Committee, the Strategic Plan-
ning Council and the Action Plan
Committee for Partnerships.

Platform: Mrs. Schaumberg states
that she wholeheartedly supports the
Strategic Plan. In her press release,
she stated, “I believe that we have a
good school, but I know that it can and
will be even better in the years to
come. I do not believe that throwing
money at a school is the way to make
it better. I believe that every dollar
that is spent for our children should be
scrutinized by our board to ensure the
best value for our children and for our
community. I believe that every mem-
ber of this community has a stake in
our schools, if not for their children or
grandchildren, then for their commu-
nity pride and very importantly for
their property values.”

SP-F Voters to Give Red or Green Light to
Proposed 5.92 Percent  Increase in Tax Levy
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

On April 18, voters in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will be asked to ap-
prove a $46,958,051 school budget
for 2000-2001. Ninety percent or
$41,735,755 of the budget will be
funded by local property taxes. The
school tax levy is up 5.92 percent —
$2,334,070 — over last year.

The proposal reflects a $1,393,681
or 3.06 percent increase over the
approved 1999-2000 spending plan.
The budget has the unanimous sup-
port of the Board of Education.

“I urge our residents to support our
budget and our three separate ques-
tions by voting ‘Yes’ on April 18,”
said Board President Theresa Larkin.
“An affirmative vote is an invest-
ment in our future.”

“We are expecting an increase in
enrollment of over 100 students and
state aid continues to decline,” con-
tinued Mrs. Larkin. “By saying ‘Yes,’
you are not only agreeing to our oper-
ating expense budget for next year,
but to important upgrades in technol-
ogy, maintenance and the start of
Spanish for all of our second graders.”

This is the first time local voters
will see three second questions on
the ballot in addition to the base
school budget. The second questions
relate to items which could not be
incorporated into the base spending
plan as a result of the state’s 3 per-
cent cap on budget increases.

The second questions address the
following:

 Building Maintenance —
$227,000 for new fire/smoke detec-
tion systems at the district’s five el-
ementary schools, plus $73,000 for
renovations to the soccer and exhibi-
tion fields at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Total = $300,000.

 Technology — $207,200 to pur-
chase software and lease-purchase
computer equipment for all district
schools, plus $97,300 to hire addi-
tional technology staff and provide
training. Total = $304,500.

 New Elementary World Language
Program — $118,500 to hire and
train staff to launch new program in
five elementary schools.

Voters have the opportunity to con-
sider each question separately. Ap-
proval of each would have separate tax
implications for the upcoming year.

Scotch Plains shoulders 78.2 per-
cent of the tax levy share as 75
percent of the district’s students re-
side in the township. Concurrently,
Fanwood bears 21.8 percent of the
tax levy with approximately 25 per-
cent of the student body residing in
the borough.

Under the proposed 2000-2001
budget, Scotch Plains taxpayers
would see a 2.3 percent increase in
municipal taxes which equates to an
increase of $.075 per $100 of as-
sessed value. The average assess-
ment on a Scotch Plains home is
$117,000, translating into an aver-
age $88 tax increase if the base bud-
get is approved.

Approval of the building mainte-
nance, technology and elementary
world language program proposals
would add an additional $16, $17
and $6 per $100 of assessed value,
respectively, for a total tax increase
of $127 on an average assessed home
in Scotch Plains.

If the base budget passes, Fanwood
taxpayers would see an increase of

5.9 percent in municipal taxes of
$.234 per $100 of assessed value.
This translates into $194 on an aver-
age assessed home. The average home
assessment in the borough is $83,000.

Add $25 for building maintenance,
$25 for technology and $9 for el-
ementary world language, and
Fanwood residents would pay a total
of $253 in additional school taxes on
an average assessed home.

A whopping 35.05 percent de-
crease in Other State/Federal Aid for
the 2000-01 school year added to the
already heavy burden on local tax-
payers to fund public education.

In addition, of the $3,544,556 in
aid the district receives from the
state, $2,983,949 is designated solely
for transportation and special educa-
tion aid. As board members have
said, there is no state aid to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools that is re-
lated to general education. The chal-
lenge is exacerbated by the district’s
need to provide and pay for pro-
grams which the state mandates, but
does not support financially.

Since the 1989-1990 school year,
state aid to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools has fallen from 12.60 per-
cent to 7.57 percent for 2000-01,
despite the state’s providing an aver-
age of 40 percent funding to districts
across the state.

Closer to home, the district does
not have the surplus it used last year
to help offset the tax burden on local
property owners. As explained by
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi during
the budget hearing on March 27, the
district began the present school year
with a surplus of a little over
$500,000. To date, it has used
$325,000 of that to cover tuition
increases and unanticipated increases
in other areas.

Expenditures within the proposed
$41,735,755 base budget for 2000-
01 are broken down as follows:

 Salaries - $31,829,335, up 4.11
percent.

 Benefits - $5,574,163, up 9.93
percent.

 Tuition - $2,722,617, up 3.77
percent.

 Transportation - $1,443,595, up
10.95 percent.

 Operation of Maintenance & Plan
Services - $1,391,115, up 10.32 per-
cent.

 All Other - $2,438,115, down
9.73 percent.

 State & Federal Programs -
$1,069,803, down 30.02 percent.

 Debt Service - $489,308, down
3.25 percent.

It is the “All Other” and “Opera-
tion of Plant & Maintenance Ser-
vices” categories of the budget, less
than 10 percent of the whole, over
which the board retains the most
control. Under this umbrella, the
administration and board have in-
cluded the following initiatives for
the upcoming school year.

Elementary (balance of payment
for new language arts instructional
materials-$85,990; additional math
materials $7,500; social studies maps-
$2,000; and integration of Great Ex-
plorations in math/science-$2,500).

Middle School (24 graphing cal-
culators for each math class-$23,220;
software upgrades-$2,000; new lit-
erature trade books-$10,000; social
studies maps-$2,000; language arts
instructional materials-$10,000) The
district will continue the additional
middle school athletics programs
launched last year.

High School (24 graphic calcula-
tors for each math class-$23,220;
Advanced Placement Statistics
course-$1,500; biology texts-
$25,000; new math texts-$34,000;
expanded TV production program-
$6,000; upgrade Project Adventure-
$8,000; and software for computer-
assisted drafting-$5,000.

District-wide (four new teachers-
$160,000; staff development-
$37,860; continue test prep classes-
$11,578; and increased instructional/
general supply materials-$46,187)
Current class sizes and in-class sup-
port programs will also be retained
under the proposed budget.

The polls for the annual school
budget and board election will be
open from 2 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 18. Sample ballots will be
mailed to voters on Monday, April
10. Voters have until 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 17, to apply in person for
an absentee ballot at the County
Clerk’s Office in Elizabeth.

School, Business Partnerships
Encouraged in Westfield Schools
WESTFIELD – The second an-

nual Partners in Education meeting,
hosted by the Education Fund of
Westfield, was held recently at
Westfield High School. The break-
fast meeting brought together 40 key
community leaders and business ex-
ecutives to explore ways to form
partnerships with the district, par-
ticularly in the area of technology.

Ann Phillips and Carolyn Fleder of
the Westfield Parent Teacher Council’s
Education Studies Committee pre-
sented a report based on their obser-
vations of 10 other New Jersey school
districts which they visited.

Following their report, Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley
described the status of the technology
effort in Westfield and the possibili-
ties for assistance from businesses.

Dr. Foley pointed our that this
summer, the Westfield Public Schools
face the task of training over 130
high school teachers, 25 third grade
teachers and all intermediate school
teachers on various computer soft-
ware and hardware.

He suggested that companies could
permit an employee to help with
summer training. Another possibil-
ity is for a company to provide a
volunteer to coordinate Westfield’s

summer student technicians to acti-
vate about 200 workstations.

Dr. Foley also noted that training
programs sponsored by companies
would be beneficial to teachers. Other
corporate involvement could include
the sponsoring of a class, grade or
project that might support some as-
pect of the curriculum. He also speci-
fied the types of computers, printers,
digital cameras and projection de-
vices on the district’s “wish list.”

Both Dr. Foley and Joanne
Santoriello, Chairwoman of the En-
dowment Fund of the Education Fund
of Westfield, requested information
on corporate foundations and indi-
viduals to contact.

“We are grateful for the interest
that the business people have shown
in our schools,” stated Dr. Foley,
“and we are hopeful that this partner-
ship will be mutually beneficial.”

Surveys were distributed at the
end of the meeting which will be
followed up by the Education Fund.

Board of Education President and
Education Fund member Darielle
Walsh stated, “Hopefully, through
the efforts of the Ed Fund, we will be
able to provide additional resources
through these partnerships for the
students and staff.”

Ronnie Oppenheim,
M.S. in Ed.

Private College Counselor
732-264-1022 � E-mail: edvisor4u@aol.com

April 13, 2000

To My High School Seniors and Their Parents:
It isn't easy being a college admissions expert –

especially now when criteria and the rationale driving admissions officers is
going through rapid changes. Despite the uncertainty of the climate in which we
were operating, once again you and I together, achieved great results. Whew!

As I have often said, “Applying to college is an art, not a science,” let's add to
that, it has become somewhat of a religious experience. For the past three years
admission standards have gone through the roof as a result of a growing popu-
lation of overly cautious applicants. The dozens of admissions counselors with
whom I have been in contact have all been overwhelmed by the avalanche of
extraordinary students applying to their colleges. Yet, despite the enormous odds,
we have prevailed, we have succeeded, we have been ACCEPTED.

Congratulations to all of you for the fortitude you have shown and thank you
for the faith you had in me to direct and guide you through this tumultuous and
thrilling juncture of your lives. As your personal college counselor it has been
my pleasure to discover something uniquely special that lies within each one of
you. It is my sincere wish that your college years will unlock your true potential
and that this successful first step towards your independence will be only the
beginning of a fulfilling life and career.

Live long and prosper,
Your friend and mentor,

P.S. A Word to Juniors and Their Parents:
I realize how busy you are as you prepare for the standardized tests and rigors

of the most challenging academic year of your lives. But, it is also the best time
to begin the initial phases of the college admissions process. Due to the enor-
mous amount of attention I give each student I am forced to limit the number of
new students with whom I will work. I highly recommend making an appoint-
ment now to avoid disappointment later.
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As a small community newspaper we depend upon each and every
member of the communities we serve to help us publish the

news that directly affects and chronicles your life. Whether
it is the results of the local football game, the

announcement of your daughter�s wedding, the passing
of a dear friend or a picture of your child�s 3rd grade

class, we provide your family with the news that, when
all is done and said, really matters. But we can�t do

a thing without the help of others:

  � The Business owners that advertise in  our
publications. We thank each and every one of them,
because without them we would be unable to bring
you our papers, including this special editions.

� The �Soccer Moms�, community groups and
everyone that provides input to our publications. Without

the input of the community at large, we would be hard pressed to provide quality coverage.

� Most of all, we�d like to thank our subscribers. Week in and week out, year after year this elite
group of people support, debate, criticize, and comment on our work. We hope that YOU are
one of this group, but if your not we�d like to invite you to risk $24 and try us for a year. We
are sure that you will not be disappointed.

Subscribe Today! Call (908) 232-4407

Subscription Request For You

  The Times of Scotch Plains/Fanwood        The Westfield Leader

Send $24 per year to:
 PO Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or call (908) 232-4407

Name

Address

Town

Phone

Credit Card #___________________________________ Exp. Date_______

State Zip

 Check    Credit Card

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at a
meeting held January 18, 2000, and that the said Council will further consider the same for
final passage on the 25th day of April, 2000, at 8:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber, Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person
who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said
ordinance.

Bernard A. Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PORTION OF BREEZEKNOLL DRIVE

BE IT ORDAINED  by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield in the County of Union
as follows:

SECTION I. The Town Council of the Town of Westfield does hereby find that a portion
of the lands known as Breezeknoll, extending from the end of the cul-de-sac to the municipal
boundary line of Mountainside have been dedicated to public use as a public street and that
the public interest of the Town of Westfield will be better served by releasing a portion of the
lands herein described from the dedication thereof.

SECTION II. It is the intention of the Town, and the tax maps of the Town shall be so
amended, that the portion of the vacated Breezeknoll identified on the attached map as Tract
1 shall attach to, and become a part of Lot No. 23, in Block No. 406 and that Tract 2 shall
attach to, and become a part of Lot No. 11, Block No. 502, with the said tracts being described
as follows.

TRACT 1

Beginning at the point of intersection of the current northwesterly sideline of Breezeknoll
Drive with the municipal boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Borough of
Mountainside, and running:

Thence     (1) Along the municipal boundary line between the Town of Westfield and
the Borough of Mountainside, South 51° - 56'-30" East, a distance of
20.01 feet to a point,

Thence     (2) Along a newly created northwesterly sideline of Breezeknoll Drive,
South 39° -27'-50" West, a distance of 71.70 feet to a point on the newly
created cul-de-sac portion of Breezeknoll Drive,

Thence     (3) In a westerly direction along the newly created cul-de-sac portion of
Breezeknoll Drive, along an arc curving to the left, said arc having a
radius of 50.00 feet, an arc distance of 22.11 feet to a point,

Thence     (4) Along the current northwesterly sideline of Breezeknoll Drive (currently
60.00 R.O.W.), North 39° -27'-50" East, a distance of 80.21 feet to the
point and place of beginning.

TRACT 2

Beginning at the point of intersection of the current southeasterly sideline of Breezeknoll
Drive with the municipal boundary line between the Town of Westfield and the Borough of
Mountainside, and running:

Thence     (1) Along the municipal boundary line between the Town of Westfield and
the Borough of Mountainside, North 51° - 56'-30" West, a distance of
24.01 feet to a point,

Thence     (2) Along a newly created southeasterly sideline of Breezeknoll Drive,
South 39° - 27'-50" West, a distance of 71.43 feet to a point on the
newly created cul-de-sac portion of Breezeknoll Drive,

Thence     (3) In an easterly direction along the newly created cul-de-sac portion of
Breezeknoll Drive, along an arc curving to the right, said arc having a
radius of 50.00 feet, an arc distance of 26.15 feet to a point,

Thence     (4) Along the current southeasterly sideline of Breezeknoll Drive (currently
60.00 R.O.W.), North 39° - 27'-50" East, a distance of 81.64 feet to the
point and place of beginning.

SECTION III. The Town reserves to itself any easements for municipal utilities in Tract 1
and Tract 2. A property owner who is acquiring title to the property being vacated shall be
prohibited from constructing improvements above any of the easement areas, including, but
not limited to, storm sewer, electric utilities, gas utilities and water. In addition, easements
in favor of any utility companies shall also encumber the title to the property and shall not be
disrupted by the property owners of the land being acquired by this vacation.

SECTION IV. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any part
of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION V. In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held
to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION VI. This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as
and in the manner provided by law.
1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee: $122.40

cerns of the community,” stated Mrs.
McNamara. “If the community says
‘no,’ and the administration says ‘yes,’
I’d have to vote with the commu-
nity.”

“We owe it to the community to
hear them out,” said Mr. Russo. “A
decision is based on the information
given, the knowledge you have. An

lized by a school for the handicapped,
which had to pass all of the current
state codes and safety regulations, so
she did not think using Beechwood
would pose a problem.

Mrs. Schaumberg stated that both
options deserved scrutiny and that
she also would like to wait and see
what the ad hoc committee had to
say in their report.

Grousse Lane resident Michele
Loftus asked the candidates if they
would be taking after-school day care
into consideration when redesigning
the space needs for the school dis-
trict.

Mrs. Schaumberg stated that any
new expansion must realize that af-
ter-school care was not going to go
away and must be provided for.

Mrs. Knodel said that there were
many options to utilize existing class-
rooms and she did not see the need
for additional space.

Mr. Geiger stated that he would
like to see the after-school program
not only provided for, but to be ex-
panded to include many more stu-
dents and clubs.

“We need to make our schools a
place that kids want to be in after-

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Candidates
Discuss Positions at Recent Debate

Mountainside School Board Hopefuls
Express Views During Candidates’ Forum

trict for making a “conscious effort”
to determine why the scores were what
they were. She recommended ongo-
ing review of curriculum “to see that
we’re teaching in the best way pos-
sible.”

Mr. Russo agreed the results were
disappointing. “The jury is still out as
to what the meaning of the results is,”
he said. He stressed the importance of
improving the overall curriculum
rather than instituting “quick fixes” to
improve test performance.

Scotch Plains resident Manya
Ungar, a former National PTA Presi-
dent, was “encouraged” to see all four
candidates supporting the budget.
“How will you sell the idea to the
majority whose children are not in the
school system?” she asked.

Mrs. McNamara replied, “I under-
stand your position as a senior citizen
with fixed income. Maybe we have to
make some adjustments for senior citi-
zens (such as) caps on taxes.”

Mr. Russo stated that if people do
not support the budget, “schools will
suffer and so will property values. At
a time when property values are sky-
rocketing, (it’s) not out of line to ask
people to bite the bullet and pay for
what you’re getting.”

“I don’t think you sell a budget at
budget time,” said Mrs. Nelson. “You
need to get information out year round.”

Mrs. Larkin simply asked residents
“to give back what you received when
it was your turn.”

There was little audience reaction
to candidates’ answers during the pro-
gram until Mrs. McNamara stated she
came to meetings regularly with the
exception of time spent in the hospi-
tal. Then, there was an audible gasp
from certain members of the audi-
ence.

Following the meeting, The Times
spoke with Coles Elementary School
board liaison Pat Hoynes about her
reaction. “As one of a half-dozen regu-
lar meeting attendees,” she said, “I’ve
seen her at maybe two meetings this
school year.”

Mrs. Nelson said she has attended
meetings regularly for 12 years, at
least once a month over the past sev-
eral years.

Candidates were asked by the PTA
Council how their decision-making
ability would enable the board to move
forward on issues in a timely manner.

Having sat on the board for three
years, Mr. Russo said he “appreciates
that all (board) members have excep-
tional decision-making ability.”

“I’ve found that open and honest
discourse among members is very pro-
ductive. We reach decisions in a timely
manner, for the most part....Delays
are the result of honest questions that
require additional information,” said
Mr. Russo.

Mrs. Nelson replied, “I feel I have

an objective overview of the district. I
would describe myself as very orga-
nized and prepared, deadline-oriented.
I like to hear what people are actually
saying. I will not score points off a
speaker to make myself look better. In
the end, I’ll make my own decision
and explain to the public why.”

“I knew the facilities’ decision
would not be easy,” said Mrs. Larkin.
“As Board President, I knew what had
to be done and accepted the responsi-
bility. Miraculously, we stuck to our
timetable and a decision was reached.
I take pride that I remained profes-
sional and pretty calm....When I reach
a good decision, I am not afraid to act
on it.”

Mrs. McNamara cited her “supe-
rior organizational skills as a mom
and businesswoman.” She said,
“Decisions made by the board can-
not be rushed,” and emphasized the
importance of public comment and
input.

Recognizing Mr. Russo and Mrs.
Larkin’s support for the facilities bond
referendum, the PTA Council asked
Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. McNamara if
they would support the referendum.

“I would support the bond referen-
dum,” declared Mrs. Nelson. “It con-
tains something for every building in
the district. It’s especially pertinent
for Park (Middle School). The com-
munity is sensitized to the need for
renovations there.”

Mrs. McNamara said she could not
support the referendum until she gets
more information. “Until the referen-
dum is completely fleshed out, I can-
not make the decision to support it,”
she explained.

In its prepared question, officers of
the JSA asked candidates for their
views regarding the board’s review of
“The Alliance,” a proposed high school
club that “aims to shatter adolescent
homophobia by disproving stereo-
types surrounding homosexuals and
bisexuals.”

In her response, Mrs. Larkin re-
ferred to the district’s strategic plan
which states, “Each child is valued
and deserves respect.”

“I believe a person’s sexual orienta-
tion should not define them,” said
Mrs. Larkin, who also reminded the
public that the vast majority of chil-
dren at the high school are minors
under 18. “To put them in a situation
that they or a classmate may not un-
derstand is grossly unfair.”

Mrs. McNamara said the board has
no policy for approving co-curricular
activities. It is usually a site-based
decision. “It’s not the role of any board
member to voice their personal opin-
ion,” she said. “A decision must be
based on the needs of the community.
Is there interest? Can this club meet
those needs?”

It is Mr. Russo’s understanding that
the high school administration “wants
some board guidelines on a contro-
versial issue” though a decision on a
club does not usually fall under the
board’s domain.

“Federal laws govern this particu-
lar issue,” he stated. “Equal Access
Act requires no discrimination against
these groups. Everyone is entitled to
respect and access. My only concern
is to make sure we have advisors to
present sound information to stu-
dents.”

“My understanding is that the board
has a policy, a process where by extra-
curricular activities are approved,” said
Mrs. Nelson. “If the Alliance goes
through the process, it should receive
approval. It’s a timely topic and sensi-
tive issues are never handled well by
forcing them underground. Discrimi-
nation is never acceptable.”

school, and not just because they
have nowhere else to go,: he said.

He envisions the library and com-
puter labs as the central hubs of an
expanded after-school club and day
care program.

Wood Valley Road resident Linda
Condrillo asked the candidates where
on their list of priorities character
development programs might fall.

Mrs. Knodel said that every good
teacher was constantly building char-
acter among their students and that
since it should be incorporated into
every aspect of teaching, there was
not a need for separate courses.

Mrs. Schaumberg explained that
character development was some-
thing that the Strategic Planning
Committee has considered signifi-
cant enough to incorporate into their
mission statement and that the dis-
trict has a responsibility to develop
the whole child, “not just teach read-
ing and math.”

She also agreed that it was some-
thing that had to be intertwined with
all of the curricula.

Mr. Geiger stated that he had at-
tended three forums on character
development from which he formu-

lated the opinion that the school can
teach reading, math and music, etc.,
but that if a child lacked good char-
acter, then there wasn’t much the
school could do to change that.

He added that most educators agree
that a child’s basic character is al-
ready firmly established by the third
grade. However, he also mentioned

SPELLING EXPERTS…On March 12, the Lutheran Schools in New Jersey
hosted a Spelling Bee competition in the Chapel of Redeemer Lutheran School
in Westfield. Principal Roger Borchin encouraged the students to do their best.
Pictured, left to right, are proud winners: J.R. Pacifico and Drew St. Lawrence.

that if a child had a bad or disruptive
character, this would become both
the parent’s and the school’s prob-
lem in terms of interfering with the
education of all of the other children
and something the school would have
to deal with.

Other questions from the audience
included whether the district would
raise teacher’s pay scales to attract
more qualified teachers and how more
quality education, while lowering
taxes, could be accomplished.

All three candidates agreed that
keeping taxes low, while providing
better quality education and teachers
was a challenge that they would be
grappling with.

In her closing remarks, Mrs.
Schaumber expressed that she looked
forward to being able to represent
the entire community and working
as a cohesive team with the other
board members.

Mrs. Knodel related how she got
started on the board after cancer sur-
gery over 30 years ago and how it
changed the focus of her life.

Mr. Geiger lamented that there
weren’t more candidates lined up to
serve on the board. He implored resi-
dents to come to future BOE meet-
ings to get involved.

After the closing remarks, Mrs.
Schaumberg told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that she was
opposed to Mrs. Knodel’s candidacy
for two reasons. She stated that she
objects, not only to the improper way
in which Mrs. Knodel “snuck in” just
under the deadline, but also because
“Mrs. Knodel’s ideas and thought-
process are antiquated and she is out
of touch with modern, forward-think-
ing that our school district needs.”

Among other things, she cited Mrs.
Knodel’s lack of knowledge regard-
ing modern computer technology.

Mrs. Knodel pointed out that if
anyone would like more information
about her campaign, they should
contact her Web site.

individual decision is based on weigh-
ing public concerns and the informa-
tion given by the administration.”

“It becomes difficult when you get
a hard decision,” said Mrs. Larkin.

“There are times when a board mem-
ber will tell you not what you want to
hear, but what you need to hear. We
have to separate ourselves (to decide)
what’s good for all of the district.”

Margaret Ames of Scotch Plains
asked candidates how they would ad-
dress the Elementary School Profi-
ciency Assessment (ESPA) scores that
showed local fourth graders faring
poorly on the language arts portion of
the state test. She also questioned the
disparity of scores among the district’s
five elementary schools.

Mrs. Nelson said “abysmal” scores
in language arts were recorded across
the state, not just locally. “We need to
look at our curriculum, and how it
stacks up against the core curriculum
standard,” she said. She also believes
the district needs to know if the test is
testing what it is supposed to.

“There may be kinks in a first-year
test,” said Mrs. Larkin. “However, lan-
guage arts has been placed as the top
priority for the district.”

Mrs. McNamara credited the dis-

AWARDED SCOUTS…Webelos Scouts Craig Macalusco, Gus Gibbons, An-
drew Realmuto, Matt Loughlin, Scott Muldoon, John Petrucelli and Dan
Convery received the Parvuli Dei Award at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart in Newark.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-2 CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-2
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1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

Imagine New Central Air
For As Little As $39 Per Mo.
• NO PAYMENTS OR
   INTEREST FOR 12 MOS.
• REDUCE ELECTRIC BILLS BY
   50% OVER A 15-20 YEAR OLD UNIT
• UP TO $550 IN UTILITY REBATES

PRE-SEASON TUNE-UP SPECIAL

SAVING
NEVER
FELT SO
COOL.

Now Taking Appointments:

Thank You!
The friends and family of Jack Diaz
would like to thank all of you who
attended the fund-raiser in his name
on March 31, 2000. The evening was
a great success and could not have
happened without the generous
support of our local Westfield
merchants and restaurants.

Thank you all!

 200 South Ave � Fanwood � (908) 322-9490
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Candidate Anne Riegel Cites
Future Challenges Facing

Westfield School Board
Editor’s Note: The Westfield

Leader and The Times neglected
to run the press release submitted
by school board candidate Anne L.
Riegel in the April 6 edition. There-
fore, we are running the release
this week. We regret the error.

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD – Anne L. Riegel,

candidate for the Westfield Board
of Education, last week cited nu-
merous challenges facing the dis-
trict in the future — rising enroll-
ments, technology demands, state
curriculum and testing mandates,
and funding limitations.

She feels confident that her back-
ground in finance and experience
as a board member and school
leader will continue to be an asset
to the board. Mrs. Riegel has been
thrilled with the outpouring of sup-
port from the community during
her campaign.

Mrs. Riegel brings strong skills
to her Finance Committee respon-
sibilities. A graduate of the
Wharton Business School at the
University of Pennsylvania and a
Masters of Business Administra-
tion from Columbia University in
Finance and Accounting, she
worked as an investment analyst
for Equitable Capital and Citicorp.

The candidate has demonstrated
a long-term commitment to im-
proving the education of the
district’s children. As a school
leader, she encouraged
volunteerism, supported teachers
and promoted communication. She
was Parent Teacher Organization
president for two years at Jefferson
Elementary School.

Mrs. Riegel served on the Citi-
zens’ Advisory Committee for the
school bond that passed in 1998.
This referendum funded the
Franklin and McKinley Elemen-
tary School additions, numerous
capital projects and technology
wiring at all schools.

She also chaired the Jewish Com-
munity Center’s Early Childhood
Committee for three years.

One of Mrs. Riegel’s main goals
is to provide curriculum that meets
students’ diverse needs. As a Cur-
riculum Committee member, Mrs.
Riegel has already worked toward

this objective.
“I want to make sure that

Westfield’s high standards are re-
flected in our curriculum, teach-
ing methods, and desired student
outcomes,” she stated.

Rising enrollments create needs
for more teachers as well as stu-
dent counselors. Mrs. Riegel rec-
ommended that the district reduces
the high student/staff ratios by in-
creasing guidance support at the
intermediate schools and high
school and add student support
positions for each elementary
school.

Mrs. Riegel will also advocate
for increased support and training
for teachers.

“Our teachers are critical to the
success of our schools, and the
need for training will increase as
enrollments rise and more experi-
enced teachers begin to retire,”
she said.

The Long Range Planning Com-
mittee is examining the impact of
increasing enrollments on the high
school. As a committee member,
Mrs. Riegel is evaluating various
plans, including using Lincoln
School, the National Guard Ar-
mory or adding new science labs
to the high school.

Mrs. Riegel supports forming a
citizens group to review plans and
make recommendations to the
community.

Implementing the district’s tech-
nology plan is also a priority for
Mrs. Riegel. Adequate training and
technical support must be pro-
vided.

Mrs. Riegel and her husband,
Robert, moved to Westfield seven
years ago, largely influenced by the
excellent reputation of Westfield’s
schools. They have two daughters -
Melissa will attend third grade at
Jefferson School and Jessica will
enter sixth grade at Edison Interme-
diate School next year.

Appointed to the Board of Edu-
cation last summer, Mrs. Riegel
hopes “to continue serving our
children and community as a mem-
ber of the board.” She urges the
community to support the school
budget by voting this Tuesday,
April 18.

Editor’s Note
Due to a production error last week, the continuation of The Learning

Curve article, “Inclusion of Disabled Students Along With Others Can
Have Positive Result,” by Susan M. Dyckman, and the press release by
Westfield Board of Education candidate Anne L. Riegel did not get
published.

As a policy of this newspaper, we do not normally publish press releases
from the individual candidates in this issue, but felt that, in fairness to Ms.
Riegel, we should make an exception.

Both articles are published here this week. We regret any inconvenience
this error may have caused.

Inclusion of Disabled Students Along With Others
Can Have Positive Result in Our Children’s Education

The Learning Curve

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As schools
move toward fuller inclusion (that is,
integrating students with disabilities
into regular education classrooms),
parents of special needs children and
parents of typical children all won-
der what that may mean for their
individual child. If handled properly,
inclusion can mean good things all
around.

The presence of a special needs
child in the classroom can cause a
domino effect. Children with dis-
abilities interact with peers, peers
model appropriate behavior, and all
children become more accepting and
appreciative of individual differ-
ences. With the right information
and support, children come to under-
stand that “different” is not bad or
frightening, but a quality worthy of
appreciation and respect.

However, while social benefits top
the list of reasons why inclusive edu-
cation is good, experts warn that
physical proximity alone does not
ensure friendships will blossom
among classmates. It takes commit-
ted effort and ongoing communica-
tion among parents and teachers.

Making It Work
Parents and teachers need to en-

courage children to think about what
they have in common with their class-
mates, and to help them empathize
with those children who live with
differences that make them unique.

In some school districts, for ex-
ample, physical, speech and/or oc-
cupational therapy are delivered to
special needs students in regular
classrooms. This approach gives typi-
cal students a bird’s-eye look at ser-
vices that were previously provided
in a separate room.

Kindergarten teacher Karen
Redding likes the idea of therapists
doing more “pushing into” the class-
room rather than “pulling students
out” for support services. She be-
lieves her special education col-
leagues provide tips and suggestions
that add a positive dimension to the
class that can benefit every student.

When Karen Pilkington, an el-
ementary art teacher, discovered that
one student was physically unable to
sit cross-legged like the rest of the
class, she followed the suggestion of
the occupational therapist working
in her classroom to have everybody
(teachers included) lie on their stom-
achs at circle time.

Packaged programs also help
teachers foster acceptance within
their classrooms. A Circle of Friends,
for example, encourages children and
parents to focus on what people can
do rather than what they cannot,
according to Lois Glaster of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood middle
school child study team.

Each child draws four concentric
circles around herself to represent
the people closest to her, starting
with family members and working
out toward teachers or camp counse-
lors. The activity helps to “raise the
self-esteem” of the included child
and “replace the fear” other students
may be feeling, said Ms. Glaster.

Inviting persons with disabilities,
therapists or parents to speak to a
class can dispel the mystery sur-
rounding a child’s leg brace, wheel-
chair or computerized communica-
tion device. While visiting her son’s
class as a guest reader, Lois Brooks
took the opportunity to explain why
it is sometimes difficult to under-

stand Robby’s speech.
She explained how Robby’s tongue

and muscles work differently be-
cause he has Down’s Syndrome. That
can make him hard to understand,
even for his family, she said. But, she
assured the class, “Robby will never
get angry” if asked to repeat some-
thing.

Parents can help smooth the path
toward acceptance by providing so-
cialization opportunities outside
school. These might include making
play dates or inviting classmates to
parties. Ms. Brooks regularly invites
one or two of Robby’s friends out for
a school-day lunch at Burger King.

In class, teachers can raise
children’s awareness by reading
books about children with differ-
ences. Role playing, cooperative
learning activities, and simulation
exercises, too, can help bridge the
gap between suspicion and under-
standing.

Exercises like getting a drink from
the water fountain while confined to
a wheelchair or picking up a paper
clip while wearing a bulky glove
allow typical children to experience
what it feels like to live with a dis-
ability.

In the book, “Including Students
With Special Needs in the Regular
Classroom” (Allyn and Bacon, 1999),
authors Marilyn Friend and William
D. Bursuck say the teacher’s primary
responsibility in nurturing acceptance
and fostering social interaction is to
model appropriate behavior.

Teachers can, from day one, clearly
state and enforce the class rule that
every person should be treated with
respect and kindness. Teachers can
also affirm the contribution every child
makes to his class and community.
By acknowledging the best efforts of
a special needs child, the teacher
guides classmates to do the same.

A Positive Experience
Ms. Brooks admitted that, initially,

she had huge reservations about en-
rolling her son in public school. Two

years later, she has nothing but good
things to say. From her perspective,
what made the difference is the man-
ner in which Robby’s teachers have
approached him in class.

No matter what the activity, “they
assumed he could do it, rather than
assuming he could not. Because of
that, he tried,” Ms. Brooks explained.

Robby’s classmates share that faith
in him. “Kids see his weaknesses and
are able to work with them,” said Ms.
Brooks. “I’m not so naive that I
believe this will all work when he’s
15, but I’m positive it’s working on
both sides for now. (Acceptance)
can’t be taught. It’s caught by ex-
ample.”

Third-grade teacher Beth Risse
said her first experience with inclu-
sion was a success because she had
“an outstanding support team.” She
credited the cooperative efforts of
the special education teacher, in-
structional aide, speech teacher, par-
ents and students for making inclu-
sion work for her class.

“It made our class better. I feel very
lucky to have had that year,” she said.

Ms. Risse added, “Because chil-
dren are included at such a young
age, students develop a comfort level.
Differences are a part of life.”

Eleanor Henry, Director of Pupil
Services in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Schools, said “The single, most en-
couraging thing to see” when a spe-
cial needs child is part of the class-
room “is youngsters’ awareness of
someone with special needs, and ris-
ing to meet those special needs.”

Inclusion provides the opportu-
nity to raise “awareness and accep-
tance of differences — of all kinds.
What we’re talking about here is
good citizenship, acceptance of a
society with a diverse population,”
added Mrs. Henry.

Working together, teachers and
parents can meet the challenge and
create a circle of friends among class-
mates that is bonded by respect, kind-
ness and acceptance.

MAGNETIZING PROJECT…One hundred students from School One El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains participated in the annual Science Fair.
Pictured above, is third grader Blake Van Buskirk with his project on Magne-
tism and the Compass.

Deerfield School Names
Honor Roll Pupils

MOUNTAINSIDE – Dr. Gerard
A. Schaller, Chief School Adminis-
trator in Mountainside, has an-
nounced the names of students who
earned High Honor Roll and Honor
Roll status at Deerfield School for
the second marking period.

To qualify for High Honor Roll,
students must earn all “A”s in major
and minor subjects. For the Honor
Roll, at least a “B” in all major and
minor subjects with no “B-“ must be
achieved.

Approximately 76 students are
enrolled in the sixth grade, 66 are
members of the seventh grade class
and 63 pupils are enrolled in the
eighth grade.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE CLASS

Michael Amalfe Jennifer Hauser
Marissa DeAnna Sherrie Hui

Kevin Wyvratt

HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE CLASS

David Apigo Brittany Hamtil
Nicole Baseil Arda Hotz
Marissa Basile Sarah Hu
Michael Biel Irene Lentis
Jamie Boyce Christopher Manso
Eric Csaszar Justin Polce
Anthony DeAngelis Helena Scholz
Eric Feller Cecilia Watson
Chase Golomb Jamie Zawislak

HIGH HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE CLASS

Brittany Bento Stacey O’Sullivan
Allison Gionta Samantha Pingor
Freddi Mack Morgan Starkey
Christine McCurdy Lyndsey Thomas

HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE CLASS

Julia Arpino James Hughes
Nicole Arpino Zachary Januik
Phonishia Borsellino Evan Kaplan
Katie Checklin Jessica Landis
Michelle Cirasa Glynis Philips
Anthony DeRose Joseph Pijanowski
Ashley Force Molly Schmidt
Louise Fristensky Vera Souvorova
Jessica Gelsinon Matthew Taeschler

HIGH HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE CLASS

Hali Alpert Sarah Dempsey
Joseph Baseil Andrew Gennaro
Linnea Buttermore Justine La Brutto
Christopher Chan Ana Lopez

Jocelin Thau

HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE CLASS

Massimo Arpino Diane King
Elizabeth Ays Morgan Liss
Julianne Boyce Lauren Parlapiano
Katelyn Capodanno Jason Pastore
Joshua Dubinsky Tess Perrin
Claire Eng Mary Jane Pijanowski
Scott Foster Jillian Richard
Karole Fristensky Andrew Robinson
Noelle Gostyla Lindsay Thomas
Jacob Greenberg Kara Uzzolino
Lauren Hauser Catherine Wilson

Molly Zhang

Election Information
on TV-34

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher As-
sociation-sponsored (PTA) Candi-
dates Night which was held recently
in Scotch Plains will be broadcast
several times during the weekend of
April 14 to 16 in preparation for the
annual school election which will
be held on Tuesday, April 18.

Candidates Night can be viewed
on Channel 34 at the following
times:

 Friday, April 14 – 11 a.m., 2
p.m., 5 p.m. and midnight.
 Saturday, April 15 – 11 a.m.,

2 p.m., 5 p.m. and midnight.
 Sunday, April 16 – 11 a.m.,

2 p.m., 5 p.m. and midnight.

Monday-Friday 9-9 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 9-4
39 S. Martine Avenue • Fanwood • (908) 322-4008

Open Easter Sunday • 9am to 2pm

irma’sonly at...

irma’s
See us for all your Easter & Passover

Candy • Cards • Gifts • Party Platters
Gourmet Gift Baskets

& Ready Made Easter Baskets
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688

SUMMER PROGRAMS

AVAILABLE

Jeffrey P. Kavalin , D.C., D.A.C.A.C.D.

Diplomate in Addictionology

Addicted?
Are you suffering from...
        � Alcohol or Drugs

� Nicotine
� Overeating

� ADHD

Call for a free consultation
(908) 789-3400

Adults or Children • Complete Confidentiality

Got Memories? Need some
thing to put them in? For a
limited time you can own a
DECA Jewelry/Keepsake
Box. This hand-crafted box
is a steal at $17.95.

To order please call:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School DECA.
(908) 889-8600

• Natural Oak Wood Finish

• Black Felt Interior

• Brass Hinges

• Handcrafted by DECA Students

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

TAKE NOTICE that sealed bids for:
USED VEHICLE’S

1995 OLDSMOBILE ACHIVA 1987 DODGE RAM VAN
6 CYL 3.7 LITER ENGINE 6 CYL 3.7 LITER ENGINE
MILEAGE 52,834 MILEAGE 49,874

1983 DODGE RAMPAGE 1983 DODGE RAMPAGE
4 CYL 2.2 LITER ENGINE 4 CYL 2.2 LITER ENGINE
MILEAGE 67,086 MILEAGE 61,242

AS IS/WHERE IS
FY00-1 A-D

will be received by the Westfield Board of Education on April 25, 2000 at 11 AM (Prevailing
Time) in the Business Office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-3199 at which
time bids will be publicly opened and read aloud by a representative of the Board of Education.

Prospective bidders may inspect the vehicle between the hours of 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM
on April 18th and 19th 2000 at the Westfield Board of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey.

In order to be considered, bids must be identified on the front of the mailing envelopes
“USED VEHICLE FY00-1” A, B, C, OR D.

Westfield Board of Education is not liable for any bids lost in delivery by U.S. Mail or by any
other delivery service, or addressed other than as specified in this notice.

Forms for bidders are available from the Business Office, Westfield Board of Education,
302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-3199, any business day 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM,
telephone (908) 789-4407.

The successful bidder must comply with the Affirmative Action requirements of P.L.1975,
c. 127, (N.J.A.C. 17:27).

The Board of Education reserves the right to waive any informalities in bids or to reject any
and all bids if it is in the best interest of the Board to do so.

By order of the Board of Education, Westfield, New Jersey.
Robert Berman

Board Secretary
1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee: $66.30

Guiding, Coaching Seniors Is Vital
To Helping Them Prepare for Future

The Learning Curve

By EDWARD KIM

Seniors are special, and most of
the time everyone believes that. At
Delbarton, seniors know that they
have arrived at a position of promi-
nence at the very first school assem-
bly.

They are given the center seats and
are surrounded by the younger stu-
dents. They are acknowledged for
their accomplishments and are sur-
rounded by those who look to them
for guidance and with curiosity about
their futures and the years ahead.

The ceremonies that take place
during the senior year make palpable
the sense that these young people
have arrived at a new point in their
lives. It creates an aura of a commu-
nity, or an extended but solidly
bonded family, that is committed to
perpetuating and celebrating itself
with strong, lasting rituals and val-
ues.

The senior year is a strategic point
in an educational journey that may
last a lifetime. It is an end point and
a point of demarcation and holds a
distinct position in the high school
curriculum. It is here the seniors
begin to look forward and backward
with equal intensity and awe at what
has been and what might be.

Decisions become unavoidable and
the consequences of these choices
inescapable. It is here also that they
sense that they may go forward to put
their own imprint on the world. It is
here that their consciousness begins
to nudge forward or blossom into
recognition, action, or some type of
resolution that might influence the
rest of their lives. It is here that they
begin to learn those habits of mind
and heart that might help them to
become the individuals in the lives
they create.

We agree that the education for
our seniors is meant to encompass
more than just an academic sphere.
Educate the total child — mind, body,
and spirit. It has been said that most
of us do not flunk out of life intellec-
tually; we fail emotionally and spiri-
tually. These sentiments represent us
at our very best, but I wonder if we all
make a conscious and concerted ef-
fort to insure that our seniors become
not only bright students, but good
people with a deep sense of caring
and respect for one another and the
world that they will inherit and gov-
ern.

Let’s begin by acknowledging
some inescapable givens that shape
and influence the senior year. Let’s
search for the deeper and more sig-
nificant layers of meaning that lie
beneath the tests, the courses, the
papers and that favorite senior ex-
pression, “I’m all stressed out!”

If you visualize the senior year as
a nine-month continuum with three
terms, you will see a major portion of
the fall being taken up with college
applications, a good part of the spring
preoccupied with college notices, and
then a two- to three-week period in
May concerned with Advanced Place-
ment exams.

Anyone who teaches seniors knows
that an inevitable slide or slump be-
gins, at the latest, after spring break
and continues until graduation.

There are some real obstacles to
creating and sustaining a learning
focus during this year because there
are so many distracting but inescap-
able things going on. The senior year
seems like a perpetual exercise in
learning the fine art of trying to do an
infinite number of things within an
unforgiving finite period of time.

Perhaps that is the best thing to be

learned or taught in the senior year
— juggling more things than you can
handle without losing your control,
or losing “it!”

What is it that is valuable about the
senior year?

There are two approaches to seek-
ing answers to this question. One
temptation is to spew forth all the
wisdom that we have garnered to
make sure that our graduates sur-
vive, thrive, and remain loyal to our
schools. We just learn to stop think-
ing and simply go on to the next
chapter.

The other approach is more diffi-
cult. This approach says that despite
all the prevailing conditions and
impossible odds, we’re going to cre-
ate a course, offer an experience, or
introduce a perspective that is going
to make a difference to these seniors
before they leave.

Why would we care about these
concerns? If we have succeeded in
getting these seniors into college,
haven’t we completed our mission?

Inevitably, though, we come back
to our calling as teachers. We want to
help our young students learn to live
for themselves and for others. The
hope is that our schools want that
above everything else. We are driven
to improve upon the human condi-
tion; yet, we rarely create relevant,
living courses that deliver the goods
and touch the human at the core of
his or her being.

It is this impulse that leads us to
devise and experiment with courses
that go beyond conventional courses
or traditional approaches to learn-
ing. These modes of learning are
more flexible, experiential, and tran-
scending. They might be called inde-
pendent study courses, interdiscipli-
nary studies, seminars, or internships.

What they have in common is a
genuine attempt to provide another
type of learning that gives the stu-
dent more freedom for self-expres-
sion, self-development, self-explo-
ration, and self-discovery.

All this activity should eventually
lead back to the core curriculum but
with a deeper and more critical per-
spective. In other words, we should
get seniors to begin thinking about
how they learn, how they think, and
how they view the world. Thus, they
can guide, coach or direct them-
selves autonomously and without any
prompting from us.

This is the type of effort that forces
a degree of accountability and per-
sonal involvement and is apt to have
a deep, transforming impact on the
student. This is the type of experi-
ence that can go beyond taking an
Advanced Placement course. Not that
these courses are unimportant, but
they should be augmented by oppor-
tunities to delve into the recesses of
the self and the regions outside of
school.

Students must have the feeling that
they are figuring things out on their
own and forging their own identity
and perspective. They must not sim-
ply follow a syllabus that someone
else has already selected, shaped,
and given to them as irrefutable and
essential fact. That is when the se-
nior year in high school means some-
thing — when it invites and allows
the whole person to participate in the
process of learning, knowing, and
growing.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
Edward Kim, Dean of Faculty at

The Delbarton School in Morristown,
teaches a section of seniors in both
Advanced Placement Chemistry and
Advanced Placement Math.

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Easier Than You Might Think
Westfield Rescue Squad seeks per-
sons willing to train as Emergency
Medical Technicians. Valid NJ Driv.
Lic. req., min. 4 hrs./wk. We offer 24
hr. coverage. Select a duty period
that’s right for you. Wkday 9 am - 1
pm or 1-5 pm slots are perfect for
parents of school children.
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HELP WANTED

Part time retail sales. Join friendly
sales staff at upscale specialty
store in downtown Summit, 2-3
days per week.

Call (908) 273-2320

HELP WANTED

Secretaries wanted for Union-
Millburn area funeral home. Light
typing and good phone skills re-
quired. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Call Karen at (908) 964-1503

HELP WANTED

Quality Day Camp in Morris
County has openings in the fol-
lowing areas:

Music, Sports, High Ropes,
Cooking, Roller Hockey, Ten-
nis, Senior Counselors, Jun-
ior Counselors, Teen Coun-
selors (must be 21).

Please call (973) 895-3200 for
more information.

COMPUTERS

Home Computer Support
Expert computer technician
available for in home computer
repairs & assistance.

Call Steve (908) 233-908 4

OFFICES

Westfield Coming Soon
PARKVIEW AT WESTFIELD
   Granite and glass class A of-
fice building situated against
Nomahegan Park at the end of
a cul-de-sac. Limited space
availabilities from 2000 sq. ft.

   BOYLE
Real Estate Group, LLC

(908) 289-7700

HELP WANTED

MEDICAL FRONT DESK
F/T, M-F for busy specialty prac-
tice. 3-5 years experience w/mul-
tiple phones, Medicare managed
care and procedure entry. Kiron
Management software a plus.
Must be pleasant, patient oriented,
outgoing team player. Pleasant
environment including excellent
salary and benefits. Fax resumé
to:

Administrator
(908) 757-6698

HOUSE CLEANING

Lady with good experience will
clean your home.

Please Call (201) 997-6345

WANTED--HOME TO RENT

Seeking small home or 2 family
house to rent from approx. 6/15
on. Long time Westfield resident -
references supplied.

Call (908) 233-2448

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Westfield. Prime Location, center
of town in modern elevator build-
ing. Adjacent to parking lot.

Please call (908) 561-3583

HELP WANTED

Real Estate Sales
APRIL IS CAREER MONTH

AT PRUDENTIAL
NEW JERSEY REALTY

   Income opportunities are better
than ever. Come to any of our
Career Nights & learn about Li-
censing Procedures, Income Po-
tential, Work Schedule/hours &
Training Programs.
   Weekly Seminars throughout
April at our Westfield office,

215 North Avenue, West
Call 1-800-345-9624 Ext. 63

For dates, times and
additional locations or look
 at www.PruNewJersey.com

HELP WANTED

Higher pay, closer to work, ad-
vanced position? We pay you $10
to find a better job. Train & re-cert.
lifeguard

Call POM at (800) 922-0530

HELP WANTED

Hair salon in Scotch Plains area
looking for shampoo/assistant. W,
Th. & F. Ask for Dorine.

Call (908) 889-5515

HELP WANTED

Ray’s Sport Shop, N. Plainfield, is
accepting applications for P/T
cashiers & F/T & P/T sales per-
sons. Experience required. Call
Personnel Dept., M-F, 9 am to 5
pm.

Call (908) 889-5515

HELP WANTED

Administrative, Part Time
First Congregational Church of
Westfield (downtown), 25 hours
per week. Good communication,
computer, and organizational skills
required. Reduced summer hours.
One month paid vacation and most
school holidays. Contact the Rev.
Dr. Christopher Atwood at (908)
233-2494 or send your resumé to:
First Congregational Church
Attn: Dr. Christopher Atwood

125 Elmer Street
Westfield, NJ  07090

GARAGE SALE

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
9 AM - 3 PM

619 Hillcrest Ave., Wstfld
Chest freezer and much more.

HELP WANTED

MECHANIC
Full time. Certified. Must have
own tools. Paid vacation and holi-
days. Apply: Benhams Garage,
414 Springfield Ave., Berkeley
Heights.

(908) 464-1395

HOUSE CLEANING

Are  you tired of a new house
cleaner every month? If you are,
try me. I promise that you will be
satisfied. I clean where no one
else does.
Call Bernadete (973) 522-1693

FOR SALE

Creative Plaything swingset, 3½
years old in good condition.

B/O call (908) 789-8740

TUTORING

SPANISH CLASSES
TUTORIAL/TRANSLATIONS

Native Spanish speaker, 6 yrs
exp. teaching children & adults for
one of the largest School of Lan-
guages in the US. Westfield area
& vicinity. Flex. hrs., reasonable
price.

 Please call (908) 789-9210

HELP WANTED

Cleaning person, P/T days. Resi-
dential, $8/hr. Call Quality Care
Cleaning Professionals at (908)
276-7012.

� CLASSIFIEDS �
HELP WANTED

MANAGEMENT - Up to $32K
Quick Chek Food Stores, an
industry leader with new & re-
modeled sites throughout NJ, is
looking for motivated, take-
charge ASSISTANT MANAG-
ERS for active roles in store
operations. Opportunities exist
in the Fanwood, Scotch Plains
& Garwood area. Candidates
must be available to work flex-
ible hours, enjoy hands-on work,
be able to motivate employees
and conduct a fun, productive
work environment.
Quick Chek offers quarterly
bonuses, profit sharing, health
& dental, matching 401k plan &
tuition reimbursement. Salary
up to $32k. Great bonuses.
Sound appealing? Call Paul at
(908) 534-7186 or forward your
resumé to:

Quick Chek
Food Stores

Recruiting (AM-KALL)
3 Old Highway 28

Whitehouse Station,NJ 08889
Fax: (908) 534-9216

SCOUT PLANTERS…Boy Scout Den No. 12 from Washington Elementary
School in Westfield helped beautify their school by planting bulbs around the
Lisa Specht Memorial Tree. Principal Joseph Malanga helped with the planting.
Pictured, left to right, are: Panos Chantis, Vasili Chantis, Scott Perry, Kyle
Wright and Mr. Malanga.

HELP WANTED

PARAPROFESSIONAL
Primary Mildly Cognitively Im-
paired Class start ASAP. Fax
resume to: (908) 232-2251, or
send to: Mr. Ronald Benford,
Principal, Westlake School,
1571 Lamberts Mill Road,
Westfield, NJ  07090.

AA/EOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-20455-98.

HOMECOMINGS FINANCIAL NET-
WORK, INC., PLAINTIFF vs. JOAN HAR-
RIS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 03, 2000, FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 10TH DAY OF MAY A.D., 2000 at two
o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWO THOUSAND FOUR-HUNDRED
FIFTY SIX & 91/100 ($102,456.91).

The property to be sold is located in the
TOWN of WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 248 WINDSOR
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090.

Tax Lot No. 68 in Block No. 4001.
Dimension of Lot: approximately 37.50

feet wide by 120.00 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Grandview Avenue.
Situate at a point on the southeasterly

sideline of Windsor Avenue distance ap-
proximately 82.50 feet southwesterly from
its intersection with the southwesterly side-
line of Grandview Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED TEN THOUSAND FIVE-
HUNDRED NINTY FOUR & 86/100
($110,594.86). together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755147 (WL)
4 T - 4/13, 4/20, 4/27 & 5/04/00 Fee: $185.64

To Place
Your

Classified
(908)

232-4407
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By BOB FRANKS
For the past seven years, I’ve been

working in Congress to build a better
life for New Jersey’s families, se-
niors and taxpayers.

I am the only candidate for the
United States Senate who has a record
of success in Washington in lower-
ing taxes, balancing the budget, pay-
ing down the national debt and pro-
tecting our children from pedophiles
and pornography on the Internet.

As New Jersey’s only member of
the House Budget Committee, I
helped write the first balanced bud-
get in a generation. Last year, I led
the successful effort to stop the raid
on the Social Security Trust Fund.
And now, I am spearheading the
drive to pay off the entire $2.3 tril-
lion debt held by the public over the
next 13 years.

The greatest legacy we can pass on
to our children and grandchildren is
to leave them debt free. Since Octo-
ber of 1995, I have made a personal
commitment to help retire the debt.
Every month, I return 5 percent of
my take-home pay as a member of
the House to help reduce the national
debt.

I have spent a career fighting
against high taxes. While serving in
the state Assembly and as Republi-
can State Party Chairman, I led the
successful revolt against Jim Florio’s
record $2.8 billion tax increase.

And as a member of Congress, I
helped deliver the first federal tax
relief in 19 years. We have provided
relief from the onerous capital gains
tax and given working families with
children a $500 per year tax break.

Recently, I voted to eliminate the
marriage penalty that forces couples
to pay on average $1,400 in higher
taxes every year just because they
are married. In addition, I voted to
eliminate the Social Security earn-
ings limit so seniors can work with-
out being penalized by losing any of
their Social Security benefits.

Franks Promises to Continue
Fiscal Responsibility in Senate

I will continue my crusade for
lower taxes, a fairer tax system and
fiscal responsibility in the United
States Senate.

Let me turn to an issue close to my
heart — the safety of our children. I
wrote the law that keeps child killers
behind bars for life — with no oppor-
tunity for early release. And late last
year, the House passed my bill that
would shield children from pornog-
raphy and other adult-only material
when they use the Internet at school
or at their local library.

Every American — regardless of
their age — needs to know that So-
cial Security and Medicare will be
there for them when they reach re-
tirement age. As your senator, I will
not settle for anything less. And I
will fight to provide all seniors with
access to affordable prescription drug
coverage. No senior should have to
choose between buying food or get-
ting a prescription filled.

Together, we can keep the Ameri-
can dream alive for New Jersey’s
taxpayers, families and seniors.

*  *  *  *  *
Seventh District Congressman Bob

Franks of Berkeley Heights is a can-
didate for the United States Senate in
the June 6 Republican Primary.

Election 2000
U.S. SENATE HOPEFULS SPEAK OUT

Additional
Political Columns

Continue on
Page C-10

Congress Must Address Privacy
Issues, Violations for Web Users

releasing personal information online.
This process is referred to as “opting-
in.”

My legislation extends this opt-in
protection to “cookies” and other online
surveillance technologies. My proposal
is not regulatory. The government is
kept out of the Internet. Rather it em-
powers consumers to make individual
decisions and to take direct action to
protect themselves.

The growth in the Internet has opened
our eyes to people and places previ-
ously unimaginable. Congress and the
Administration must foster this invalu-
able resource. However, our interest in
realizing the Internet’s vast potential
should not cloud our interest in protect-
ing personal privacy.

*  *  *  *  *
Robert Toricelli is a first-term U.S.

Senator from the state of New Jersey.

By ROBERT G. TORICELLI

Imagine walking downtown or in a
local mall and having someone record
every store you enter and every item
you look at, even if you decide not to
make any purchases. If this were to
happen, most Americans would be out-
raged that their most basic rights were
being violated.

Yet, this is exactly what is happening
to the growing number of Americans
wandering through cyberspace. While
most consumers believe they are anony-
mously searching the Web, the reality is
that their online movements and activi-
ties can be tracked, chronicled and dis-
closed without their permission and of-
ten without their knowledge. Names
and other biographical and demographic
information are sold as part of market-
ing lists.

Not all information sharing is harm-
ful. In fact, some consumers may want
companies to know what types of prod-
ucts interest them. Consumers can then
receive information they may find help-
ful such as news on upcoming sales and
product improvements.

A balance must be struck, however,
between enabling companies to more
efficiently market their products and
services and protecting consumers from
the loss of privacy and the misuse of
personal information. But that balance
has not been achieved.

An estimated 200 million people
around the world have the ability to
access the Internet. While many Internet
users enjoy the convenience of purchas-
ing books, records, and even groceries
on the Internet, most are unaware that
using the Internet may reveal their most
personal information without their
knowledge or consent. This is due in
part to the lack of disclosure provided
by Web sites.

The Center for Democracy and Tech-
nology reports that over 90 percent of
the most frequently trafficked Web sites
do not reveal how they will use the
personal information they gather. This
was recently illustrated by a study of
several major health Web sites by the
California HealthCare Foundation.

The study revealed that out of the top
21 health Web sites, many of them are
not revealing that the health informa-
tion they are collecting is being shared
with third parties.

This sharing of health information is
facilitated through the use of online
surveillance technologies called “cook-
ies.” Cookies enable Web sites to track
consumer behavior by recording where
they go online, how often, and for how
long. The only way to keep this infor-
mation private is to contact the com-
pany and request that your personal
information remain undisclosed, a pro-
cess called “opting-out.”

Because most Internet users are un-
aware of the opt-out, or that their per-
sonal information can be distributed,
this process is rarely used by consum-
ers. Although over 100 million Ameri-
cans use the Internet, the country’s larg-
est online profiling company receives
only 12 opt-out requests per day.

The United States is one of the few
countries in the world that does not
have comprehensive legal protection
for personal information transmitted
online. This is in part due to differences
of opinion regarding the best way to
address the problem.

While some argue that the Internet’s
size and constantly changing technol-
ogy demands industry self-regulation,
others advocate strong legislative and
regulatory protections that provide ef-
fective enforcement.

In order to ensure the security of
personal information, Congress must
comprehensively address privacy issues,
particularly online privacy. The respon-
sibility should be placed on companies
to contact consumers so that they have
control over whether or not personal
information is disclosed.

Consumers have a right to know why
Web sites are collecting personal infor-
mation and whether it will be shared
with others. Without adequate knowl-
edge, it is unreasonable to expect con-
sumers to give their informed consent.

This is why I have introduced the
Secure Online Communication Enforce-
ment Act of 2000. This legislation sim-
ply requires Web sites to notify a con-
sumer and obtain their consent before

Jersey’s Unique Emergency
Services Must Be Protected
In Fed. Financing Change

By ALAN M. AUGUSTINE
In January first aid squads through-

out this area started to contact my
office regarding an impending fed-
eral change that could adversely af-
fect the services they provide.

In 1997 the “Balanced Budget Act”
was passed and federal agencies were
instructed to reduce their expenditures.
As a result of that law, the Health Care
Financing Administration (HCFA) is

developing a new national Medicare/
Ambulance Fee Schedule.

Unfortunately, New Jersey’s
unique way of providing emergency
medical services was not adequately
considered when the HCFA’s Nego-
tiated Rule Making Committee was
developing a fee schedule, and so
legitimate concerns have arisen.

Unlike most other states, New Jer-
sey has a two-tiered pre-hospital sys-
tem that delivers both basic life sup-
port (BLS) - your community rescue
squad - and advanced life support
(ALS) - hospital-based paramedics.

When someone calls for an ambu-
lance it is the community first aid
squad that responds and in most cases
they are volunteers who do not bill
for their services. If someone is hav-
ing a heart attack or other serious
medical problem, advanced life sup-
port services are summoned.

These services are provided by
specially trained paramedics who bill
for their services, but do not trans-
port patients to a hospital. That is left
to the first aid squad. The system was
developed under a waiver from the
HCFA. It has been in place for over
20 years. It is very efficient and saves
Medicare millions of dollars a year.

Now the HCFA is drafting a pro-
posed rule - based on the recommen-
dation of the Negotiated Rulemaking
Committee - that may provide only
half of the current reimbursement
rate to ALS systems.

In light of this situation, I am co-
sponsoring an Assembly resolution
which will be introduced in May. It
urges the HCFA to permit ALS provid-
ers to maintain billing for their ser-
vices under Medicare Part A, and to
allow the limited number of Basic Life
Support transportation providers, who
bill for their services, to maintain bill-
ing under Medicare Part B.

New Jersey’s statewide EMS sys-
tem should not be jeopardized be-
cause it is unlike any other state. We
are fortunate to have paramedics who
support the efforts of our volunteer
first aid squads. We should be granted
a waiver again, and allowed to con-
tinue to receive our current reim-
bursement rate. Cutting our ambu-
lance fees can cost lives, and that is
something we should not allow to
happen.

*  *  *  *  *
Alan M. Augustine of Scotch Plains

represents the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict in the state General Assembly.

All Schools in State Eligible
For Aide for Building Costs

By RICHARD H. BAGGER
The Assembly Appropriations Com-

mittee, of which I am Chairman, will
soon consider legislation that will en-
sure every school in New Jersey the
opportunity to participate in an his-
toric school construction program.

Assembly Bill No. 2041, spon-
sored by Assembly Speaker Jack
Collins, would provide direct state
aid to finance school construction
costs in the state’s 30 special needs
districts, while also establishing a
$1.05 billion revolving loan fund to
help finance school construction in
the 250 school districts, including
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, which do not receive core
curriculum state aid.

The bill makes certain that all school
districts, regardless of their classifica-
tion, can participate in the program
and improve the quality of their schools.

The ultimate goal of this legisla-
tion is to replace antiquated school
facilities with buildings which are
more conducive to students receiv-
ing a first-class education. The chal-
lenge now is to make sure the pro-
gram allocates state funds in a fair
and equitable manner so all districts
have the chance to improve and en-
hance their educational facilities.

Key funding provisions of the bill
are:

• All school districts which re-
ceive more than 50 percent of their
educational budget from the state are
required to use the New Jersey Build-
ing Authority (NJBA) in order to
achieve maximum efficiencies and
reduce program costs.

• Districts with a state aid per-
centage less than 50 percent have the
option of using the NJBA to build the
project, or the district can build the
project on its own and receive state
debt service aid. No district would
receive less than 10 percent in debt
service aid.

• Districts receiving less than 50
percent in state aid may also elect to
receive a loan from the School Fa-
cilities Revolving Loan Fund estab-

lished in the bill. The state would be
authorized to issue $1.05 billion in
bonds to finance zero-interest loans,
with priority given to newly consoli-
dated school districts. Principal re-
payments would go to the fund to be
reused for additional school con-
struction loans.

Providing zero-interest loans to
non-Abbott schools expands the
scope of the program and allows
more districts to receive some form
of state assistance to help finance
school construction projects. This
infusion of state funding will pro-
vide an enormous savings to school
districts and local taxpayers.

There is a provision in the bill
which permits this legislation to be
retroactive to bond issues approved
from September 1, 1998 forward.

This bill further requires the NJBA
to establish a process to pre-qualify
bidders who intend to submit bids for
school facility projects. The pre-quali-
fication process will help ensure the
best possible construction work at the
most reasonable cost to taxpayers.

The bill also requires the Depart-
ment of Education to recommend
criteria to be used in determining if a
school district should be designated
an Abbott District. I would venture
to say that some of the school dis-
tricts included in the original Abbott
lawsuit should no longer be classi-
fied as special needs districts. It is
my belief that these 30 districts are
not necessarily the poorest districts
in the state. They are the districts
which brought suit against the state,
which in turn gave them the Abbott
district designation.

*  *  *  *  *
Richard H. Bagger represents the

22nd Legislative District in the state
General Assembly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, April 11, 2000, the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBIT-
ING POLITICAL FUNDRAIS-
ING AT THE MUNICIPAL
BUILDING.

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON SUN-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2000 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

were duly passed on second and final read-
ing.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – The Times, Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
regular meeting of the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains held on April
11, 2000, the 2000 LOCAL MUNICIPAL
BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS was duly passed on sec-
ond and final reading.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – The Times, Fee:$ 11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF JOHN J. FITZPATRICK,
Deceased.

Pursuant to the order of JAMES S.
LaCORTE, Surrogate of the County of Union,
made on the 7th day of April, A.D., 2000,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
Executor of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and demands
against the estate of said deceased within
six months from the date of said order, or
they will be forever barred from prosecuting
or recovering the same against the sub-
scriber.

Janet A. Maragni
Executor

Snevily, Ely, Willams, Gurrieri & Blatz,
Attorneys
308 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 2007
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee:$20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, April 11, 2000, there was
introduced, read for the first time, and passed
on such first reading, an ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON SUN-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2000,
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Purpose: To allow any charitable to con-
duct games of chance (raffle) on Sunday,
September 10, 2000 provided they obtain a
license for the holding of same. A public
hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 9,
2000, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council chambers
of the Municipal Building, or any time and
place to which a meeting for the further
consideration of such ordinance shall from
time to time be adjourned, and all persons
interested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday by any member of the gen-
eral public who wants a copy of same with-
out cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – The Times, Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 11, 2000 the following deci-
sions were rendered:

Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for Manhattan Bagels,
also known as 1741 E. Second Street, Block
No. 1201, Lot No. 15, B-2 zone, for permis-
sion to have outdoor seating as noted on
their application for the year 2000, subject to
the following conditions:

1. That the tables will not be located
in front of any doors that would
allow for ingress and egress from
Manhattan Bagels.

2. The tables will not interfere with
any pedestrians walking along the
sidewalk in front of their store.

3. All of the tables and chairs will be
removed and brought inside on a
daily basis at the close of business
for the remainder of the year 2000.

Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for F.D.L.A., Inc. d/b/
a/ Mezzogiorno Restaurant, also known as
450 Park Avenue, Block No. 1105, Lot No. 2,
B-2 zone, for permission to have outdoor
seating as noted on their application for the
year 2000, subject to the following condi-
tions:

1. There would be no adverse effect
on pedestrian traffic or pediments
in the sidewalk area.

2. All of the tables and chairs will be
brought in every night after the
restaurant closes for the remain-
der of the year 2000.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – The Times, Fee:$ 34.68

FROM OUR ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVES

New Jersey
Cellular

“Y OUR LOCAL  WIRELESS EXPERTS”

Serving Union County Since 1992

11 Eastman Street, Cranford
(between the theatre & Café Rock)

Our friendly staff awaits your call!

1-908-497-2100

2 Free
Movie

Tickets
with purchase of $30 or more

Cellular Service:
Up to 400 min. for $29.99/mo.

Ask about our other
promotions

Beepers – $1.99/month
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Nancy Priest Devotes Energies to Enhancing
 Enhancing Quality of Life in  Town of Westfield

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader & The Times

WESTFIELD — Talking with
Nancy Priest of Westfield, you get
the sense that beneath a soft-spo-
ken exterior lies a steely determi-
nation to follow through on what
she starts and a deep commitment
to make what’s good even better.

Having spent 34 years in
Westfield, at four different homes,
Ms. Priest has a strong sense of
community.

Except for a brief stint as an art
consultant, Ms. Priest has devoted
her time to family and, as her son
and daughter got older, to organi-
zations and causes that work to
enhance the things she holds most
dear. Things like art and music.
Parks and open space. Historic
preservation.

“It all goes back to the quality of
life in our town,” she explained.
“I’m a person that has to con-
stantly be building something. I’m
never satisfied with the status quo.
Nothing is ever finished. There’s
always something more to do.”

Today, Ms. Priest is a tour guide
for The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, a volunteer post she has en-
joyed for 14 years. “You’re getting
an education while you’re there,”
she said.

Receipt of her bachelor’s degree
in Art History from Drew Univer-
sity in Madison was the culmina-
tion of three years’ study at Drew,
preceded by nine years of classes
at Union County College – “one
course at a time” — during the
years when her children were
younger.

Ms. Priest is presently part of a
certificate program for historic
preservation at Drew. She also sits
on the advisory committee for the
program.

She is a 13-year member of the
Board of Trustees of Drew, and
was heavily involved in the resto-
ration of Meade Hall, a neo-classi-
cal administration building that
dates back to the 1830s.

Ms. Priest also worked to re-
store the university’s Shakespeare
Theater on campus, a project which
meant putting an addition to the
existing shell. On tap for the future
is construction of an academic arts
building.

Closer to home, Ms. Priest has
been a long-time supporter of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
serving as president from 1991 to
1993. She has lent her own musi-
cal ability to the choir at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield since
1967.

She “did the school thing” when
her children attended Washington
and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools and Westfield High
Schools. “But I was always home
when they were home,” she added.

She has served on the Architec-
tural Review Board in town, and
presently is a member of
Westfield’s Historic Preservation
Commission.

“I truly believe in the impor-
tance of preservation in our town,
not only (to protect) the commer-
cial areas and homes in Westfield,
but to preserve our heritage,” she
explained. “It gives us a feeling of
our roots, where we’re from.”

Ms. Priest believes the commis-
sion can, these days, make more of
a contribution to the community
of Westfield than ever before, par-
ticularly when you start talking
subdivision. “We’ve got to do more
public education in town. It’s im-
portant,” she affirmed.

She named two major issues in
which the commission is actively
involved, namely the South Av-
enue circle and proposed parking

deck.
“These are things that will defi-

nitely impact our town. I made sure
a statement was made for the com-
mission,” said Ms. Priest. “Our in-
volvement really helps.”

Ms. Priest’s present association
with the Friends of Mindowaskin

tors from supplying the geese with
food.

Ms. Priest saw to it that
Mindowaskin Park has a place in the
“Garden Conservancy Book,” an
annual listing of gardens across the
country.

Clearly, the park is her passion for

not a poor showing.”
Why did she feel called to make

a run for public office? “I felt there
I would have a vote . . . make a
difference, communicate,” she ex-
plained.

She has enjoyed all the groups
with whom she has worked. “I’ve

Park goes back to the days when she
was an “exercise nut,” and would
wind her way through the park at
night on her daily run. “It was a
shambles. Benches were broken.
Lights didn’t work,” she said.

After a bit of a “run-around” with
the town and PSE&G, Ms. Priest
turned to then-councilman Richard
Bagger whom she had known since
his college days. At Ms. Priest’s urg-
ing (“I’m sort of a driven person,”
she explained), a committee was
formed, combining the talents of an
architect, engineer, landscape archi-
tect, council people and others.

Coming to the conclusion that
Mindowaskin Park needed “tremen-
dous work,” the committee submit-
ted a report in 1990-91.

“It was decided that the town would
do the infrastructure with roadways,
walks, electrical, etc. We would raise
money for lamps, benches and gar-
dens,” explained Ms. Priest.

As chief fund-raiser for the project,
Ms. Priest dug deep into the park’s
history, but was unable to find the
original plans in the town’s archives.
(They surfaced a couple years ago,
she said.)

The project was broken into two
phases, the first being the gardens,
lights and benches. The second phase,
which continues to this day, focuses
on improving the lake’s drainage and
restoring the overlook. She lamented
the delay. “It should have been done
before.”

To date, the Friends have raised
$300,000, and will continue to raise
money specifically for the overlook
project.

Frequently frustrated by the time
it takes to see projects to completion,
Ms. Priest is happy, nevertheless,
that she stood firm on what has been
done at Mindowaskin.

“Everything we put in . . . every-
thing is of good quality,” she de-
clared. “I won out.” She refers to
things such as cast iron fixtures and
the granite that will replace the cast
concrete of which the overlook was
originally constructed.

She is proud of proposing and se-
curing a township ordinance against
feeding geese. “It’s unhealthy for the
geese, and if you feed them, they will
stay.” With park-like weather fast
approaching, the Friends will be put-
ting out reminder signs to deter visi-

right now. The fruits of that passion
and the dedication of her colleagues
in the Friends of Mindowaskin have
been recognized. The Town of
Westfield awarded the Friends “The
Faith in Westfield” award, while Ms.
Priest’s personal efforts on behalf of
the park were acknowledged with an
award from the Union County Cul-
tural and Heritage Office.

When asked about the benefits she
personally derives from her active
involvement in so many things, Ms.
Priest said, “I have a sense of accom-
plishment, though it’s frustrating at
times. There’s a quality of life in
Westfield and I feel I can contribute.
That gives me a sense of satisfac-
tion.”

She would like to see formation of
a Parks Conservation Committee to
manage the local parks, an idea she
has shared with Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim.

She points to the “real system” in
place in Central Park in New York
City as a model for what Westfield
could do on a much smaller scale.

In 1996, Ms. Priest sets her sights
on a possible Town Council seat
from Second Ward.

Though defeated in the primary by
Republican incumbent James J.
Gruba, “I did get some votes. It was

contributed in some way and I’ve
learned a lot. There’s a great edu-
cation in participation,” said Ms.
Priest. She spoke specifically of
what she learned about public
speaking, architecture, engineer-
ing and fund-raising through the
years.

“I tend to jump into things,” said
Ms. Priest, who also admitted she
has bowed out when she felt she
was not doing enough or not get-
ting something out of the experi-
ence.

At home, Ms. Priest enjoys gar-
dening and decorating. And while
some friends have moved out of
town, she is content right where
she is.

“Westfield has so many advan-
tages, its access to the city, the
whole northeast,” she said. “It’s
such a wonderful little community
where you can feel part of some-
thing.”

Musing about what comes next,
Ms. Priest said, “I don’t think I’ll
ever be bored. I’ll fill in with some-
thing else.”

* * * * *
We welcome suggestions of people

that would make interesting subjects
of this series. Please e-mail sugges-
tions to press@goleader.com.

Nancy Priest  in Westfield’s beautiful Mindowaskin Park.

Photo by Ingrid McKinley

The People of Our Community
An on-going series of articles about interesting people in our communities.

Rich Bagger to Be Honored
With Humanitarian Award

WESTFIELD - Assemblyman Ri-
chard H. Bagger of Westfield will
receive the Arc of Union County’s
2000 Humanitarian Award at the
agency’s Candlelight Ball to be held
Saturday, April 29, at L’Affaire
Mountainside.

“During the last few years Assem-
blyman Bagger has assisted the Arc
of Union County in serving people
with developmental disabilities re-
siding in Union County,” said Frank
X. Caragher, Executive Director of
The Arc.

“Through his support we have de-
veloped a special needs adult day
program for individuals with signifi-
cant medical and physical challenges,
we have renovated several group
homes to meet the special needs of
the residents, and opened a new in-
clusive child care center in Cranford.
The families being served today by
The Arc deeply appreciate his com-
passion and leadership and want to
recognize his efforts on our behalf,”
said Mr. Caragher.

Assemblyman Bagger was ap-
pointed Chairman of the Assembly
Appropriations Committee by As-
sembly Speaker Jack Collins for the
2000-01 legislative sessions and also
serves as Co-Chairman of the Joint
Budget Oversight Committee. Pre-
viously he was elected by his legisla-
tive colleagues to serve as Majority
Conference Leader of the Assembly
for both the 1994-95 and 1996-97
sessions.

Assemblyman Bagger is a gradu-
ate of Princeton University. While an
undergraduate student, he served as
Legislative Aide to now former As-
semblyman Chuck Hardwick, for-
merly of Westfield. Following gradu-
ation, he served as a Legislative Aide
to Congressman Matthew J. Rinaldo
(since retired) on the House Select
Committee on Aging before attend-
ing Rutgers Law School, from which
he graduated with honors.

He is admitted to practice law in
New Jersey and works as a Corporate
Manager for Pfizer Inc. in New York
City.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
he also serves as Trustee of the
Westfield Foundation and was previ-
ously Governor of the New Jersey
Historical Society and a Trustee of
the New Jersey Historic Trust. He is
an honorary board member of New
Jersey Connect and the Westfield
Youth Artist’s Cooperative Theater
and serves on the Advisory Board of
the Literacy Volunteers of America –
New Jersey Chapter, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, and the New

Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra.
Assemblyman Bagger and his wife,

Barbara, are the three daughters,
Katherine Bianca, Jennifer Anne and
Meredith Skye.

The Candlelight Ball will begin

with cocktails at 7:30 p.m. Other
award recipients include Schering-
Plough Corporation, which will re-
ceive The Arc’s 2000 Community
Service Award.

Martin and Roberta Makow of
Clark, will receive the Betty McGhee
Spirit of The Arc Award for their
continuous support of the organiza-
tion, and Cathy Star, also of Clark,
will receive The Mary Lou Panella
Advocacy Award.

Ronald Bell of Infield, who works
in the Arc’s Supported Employment
Program, will receive the Florence
M. Levee Award and Benjamin
Heitmeyer of Iselin is The Arc’s
Ambassador of Good Will.

This year’s raffle prizes include
airline tickets for two from Conti-
nental Airlines; an overnight stay at
Victoria House, Newport, R.I., a day
of golf at Baltustrol Golf Course;
and various autographed sports
memorabilia. The Arc of Union
County, located at 1225 South Av-
enue in Plainfield, provides support,
advocacy, services and programs
annually for 700 individuals with
developmental disabilities and their
families.

The agency maintains 19 group
homes, five work centers, two child
development centers, a private
school, a summer day camp and five
special needs adult day programs,
including an adult medical day care
program and a wide menu of family
supports.

For more information on the
Candlelight Ball, please call The Arc
at (908) 754-2510.

Richard H. Bagger

FOR THE CHILDREN…The Westfield Day Care Center Friends, formerly the Auxiliary, will accept donations of items
for its annual spring clothing, book and toy sale as of Saturday, April 15. Clothing is needed for boys and girls, from infants
to size 14, and should be clean and in good condition. Toys, books and collectible items will also be accepted. Donations
will be collected at the Day Care Center, 120 Mountain Avenue, or at the Infant-Toddler Center, 462 West Broad Street.
The sale will take place on Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6. For further information, please call (908) 232-6717. Proceeds
benefit the organization’s Scholarship Fund which helps families with tuition costs. Pictured above are some enrollees
at the Day Care Center.

Pre-Schoolers’ Art Displayed at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — During the week of April 9, as part of the

celebration of the Month of the Young Child, Willow Grove Pre-School
is displaying samples of children’s art in the Children’s Section of the
Scotch Plains Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The exhibit includes samples of the various art media used by children
in the 3 Minus, 4 and 4 Plus classes. In addition to the standard pre-school
art of easel paint, finger paint and collage, the exhibit features construc-
tion art by the 4 Year Old Class and loop art by the 4 Plus Class.

Willow Grove Pre-School, located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains, is a Christian pre-school sponsored by the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church and licensed by the State of New Jersey. Teachers
are state-certified.

Some openings are available. Interested individuals may call School
Director Kathy Calello at (908) 232-7117.

 Wilson is  Top Producer
With Over $2.3 Million
WESTFIELD - Susan Wilson of

Cranford, a top producer in the
Burgdorff ERA Westfield Office, has
been honored as saleswoman of the
month for February with sales of
seven units and a dollar volume of
over $2.3 million.

Susan Wilson

Scotch Plains Seniors
To Begin Registration
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Senior Citi-

zen Advisory Committee of Scotch Plains
has announced that a trip is planned for
Tuesday, June 13. It will include a cruise
around New York Harbor, the tip of
Manhattan and past Ellis Island and the
Statue of Liberty.

The $28 per person fee will include a
luncheon with a varied menu and des-
serts. While cruising the harbor, partici-
pants will be treated to entertainment by
the waiters and waitresses.

Registration will begin on Monday,
April 17, for residents. If space is avail-
able, non-residents may register starting
on Monday, May 1, at a cost of $30 per
person.

The bus will leave from the Municipal
Building parking lot at about 9:45 a.m.
and return about 4 p.m. For further infor-
mation, please call (908) 322-6700.

Ms. Wilson is a member of the
New Jersey Association of Realtors
Million Dollar Sales Club (NJAR)
1985-1990, 1993-1996 and 1998. She
is a member of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors and
has served on its Education Commit-
tee. She has the Graduate Realtor
Institute designation and is working
towards being a Certified Residen-
tial Specialist. Ms. Wilson has been
a Realtor since 1981 and a broker
since 1989.

Ms. Wilson worked at the Westfield
Neighborhood Council during the
inception and certification process
of the day care center.

Remember to
Vote on
 April 18


