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May 1 Marks
Next Cycle

Of Pool Reg.
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment, located at the Municipal Build-
ing on East Broad Street, will be
open Tuesday, April 18, from 7 to 9
p.m. to take pictures needed for
Memorial Pool membership cards.

The department extended its hours
during March, this month and in
May to handle the registration of
pool memberships.

No more pool memberships, how-
ever, will be available for sale again
until Monday, May 1, when mem-
berships will be open for sale to
everyone, including all Westfield
residents and those who live outside
of the town. Openings for 1,800 indi-
viduals will be available.

Beginning April 3 and continuing
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Westfield’s Michael Kessler Runs Unopposed
As Five Candidates Battle for Three Open Seats
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The campaign trail for seats on the
Westfield Board of Education, as
well as whether to give a red or green

light to the school board’s proposed
$57.2 million budget are issues which
will reach culmination when voters
head to the polls next Tuesday, April
18, to let their voices be heard.

Three seats for three-year terms
are being sought by incumbents Anne
L. Riegel, Dr. B. Carol Molnar and
Thomas Taylor, as well as newcom-
ers Peter W. Billson and Kimberly
Rhodes. A one-year term is being
sought, unopposed, by incumbent
Michael J. Kessler.

Looking back at her experience
during the campaign, Mrs. Riegel
told The Westfield Leader, “I am
thrilled with the outpouring of sup-
port I’ve received from the commu-
nity.”

The candidate is particularly con-
cerned with keeping the board fo-
cused on finding a solution to the

enrollment crunch at the high school,
continuing to craft a curriculum to
improve the education of all children
in the district, and keeping technol-
ogy a top priority in the district.

Mrs. Riegel has served on the
school board for the past six months,
after being appointed to fill the va-
cancy left by Ginger Hardwick’s res-
ignation.

A graduate of the Wharton School
of Business at the University of Penn-
sylvania, Mrs. Riegel holds a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Finance
and Marketing. She also received a
Master of Business Administration
degree in Finance and Accounting
from Columbia University, New York
City.

Her work experience includes fi-
nancial positions at Equitable Capi-
tal Management and Citicorp Invest-

ment Bank, both of New York City,
where she performed investment
analyses of companies for debt in-
vestments and mergers and acquisi-
tions.

Mrs. Riegel has been assigned to
the Finance, Long Range Planning
and Curriculum Instruction and Pro-
grams committees.

The candidate, who moved to
Westfield seven years ago, first be-
came active in the 1994 bond refer-
endum effort which addressed space
shortages caused by increasing el-
ementary enrollments. In 1998, she
was appointed to the Citizens Advi-
sory Committee on Capital Projects,
which reviewed projects for the bond
referendum passed later that year.

Mrs. Riegel is now in her fifth year
on the Jefferson Elementary School

Angels of Fire Rally for Families
Of Deceased Firefighters in Area

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Angels of Fire, a motorcycle
group of 26 firefighters from various
Central New Jersey Towns, isn’t your
typical gang of black leather jack-
eted, Harley-Davidson bikers. Be-
sides fighting fires and riding their
Harley’s together, the Angels of Fire
have formed a social club that orga-
nizes charity events to raise money
for the families of deceased
firefighters.

Their maiden charity ride, sched-
uled for May, will be dedicated to the
family of Scott Garber, a Westfield
Fire Captain who died of a heart

attack last June at the age of 41 at his
home in Fanwood. Captain Garber
was promoted to the rank of Captain
in February of 1999.

Captain Garber was an advocate
for the widows and orphans of young
firefighters who died while off duty.
As Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees of the State Firemen’s Mutual
Benevolent Association (FMBA),
Captain Garber lobbied for legisla-
tion that would allow the families of
firefighters who died before they re-
tired to receive the same pension
benefits as the families of those who
died after retirement or while in the
line of duty.

Current legislation does not allot
full pension benefits to the families
of those who die before retirement or
those who die while off duty. A good
friend of Captain Garber’s, John
Fiorino, a Westfield firefighter, died
of heart attack at age 39, while off
duty, on vacation in March of 1998.

Because he was not retired and did
not die in the line of duty, his widow
and three children were not entitled
to full pension benefits.

New legislation was signed into
law in January, reported William
Lavin, President of the Firemen’s
Association, thanks to the lobbying
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Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader has been mailed to every
resident in the Town of Westfield
and in the Borough of
Mountainside to inform voters of
the issues and of the candidates
for the School Board and School
Budget elections this Tuesday,
April 18. Similarly, The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, our sis-
ter newspaper, has been mailed to
everyone in those communities.
We urge all to vote.

We’re pleased to provide ev-
eryone within this issue our 28th
annual edition of This Is Westfield.
We like creating it and hope you
enjoy reading the publication.

Also on display in this issue are
profiles and releases of the candi-
dates for the Seventh Congres-
sional District and U.S. Senate for
the June 6 Primary Elections.

Look for the candidates dis-
cussing their views on TV 34, 35
and 36. Research their positions
and see up-to-date voting results
on the Internet at
www.goleader.com. Our towns
have good government and great
candidates seeking office. Cel-
ebrate and thank them all, win or
lose.

We also use this edition to
present ourselves to those of you
who are not subscribers. I believe
good newspapers help communi-
ties, and that’s what we’re trying
to do. Please join us and sub-
scribe.

-Horace R. Corbin, Publisher

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
WINTER HAS SPRUNG?…These beautiful yellow daffodils are weighed down
by a snowfall which surprised residents early Sunday morning.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
LET’S GO FLY A KITE…To celebrate “Spirit Days” at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield, students decorated
and flew kites during a sunny afternoon. A school parent anonymously donated a kite for every child. Pictured above are
third graders as they try to get their kites off the ground.

Courtesy of Paul Gay
SPRING IN THE SNOW…Despite a dusting of snow, these tulips manage to
show their bright hues of red and yellow near the train station in Westfield.

Demolition Slated Soon
For House Damaged
In Heating Oil Spill
By LAWRENCE HENRY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council has
approved an application to demol-
ish a house on Everson Place which
was damaged five years ago by a
400-gallon basement heating oil
spill, according to Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan.

No specific demolition date has
been set since the application, which
was approved several weeks ago,
has not yet been passed to the town’s
Building Department for permits.

Valerie Salone of the Building
Department said the town expects
to receive that application “within
a few days.”

The demolition, when it occurs,
will bring to a close a five-year
dispute over responsibility for the
original oil spill. McDowell’s Oil
Heat, Inc., of Westfield, spilled the
oil during an early fall refill of the
house’s fuel oil tank in 1995.

Homeowners Burton and Nancy
Michaels settled their $2.5 million
lawsuit against McDowell’s and
the Utica Mutual Insurance Com-
pany, the insurer of McDowell’s
Oil Heat, in June of last year.

Prudential Insurance Company,
carrier of the Michaelses’ home-
owner insurance, and MacArthur
Fuel Oil, who were also named in
the suit, apparently did not partici-
pate in the settlement. MacArthur

took over the McDowell heating
oil service contract after the spill.

Mr. Michaels, reached at his em-
ployer, Statistical Research, Inc.
of Westfield, would not disclose
amounts and terms of the settle-
ment, other than to say that Utica
Mutual bought the house.

“They’ve literally put a gag or-
der on me,” he said. “We settled
with the (Utica) insurance com-
pany, let’s put it that way. Under
normal conditions, I’d scream from
the rooftops, but I can’t do that.”

Mr. Michaels said he and his
family plan to continue to live in
Westfield.

They have lived in rental hous-
ing since the oil spill, and continue
to do so.

They may buy a condominium
or a townhouse, Mr. Michaels said.

The house on Everson Place
stands empty, as it has for five
years. A sodden Yellow Pages lies
on a walkway. A wooden swing
and trapeze set in the back yard has
worn gray in the weather.

Visible in a garage window, a
pair of golf spikes and a basketball
net hang unused from a nail. There
is no discernible smell of oil — a
smell that had troubled neighbors
after the original spill.

“I hope they tear it down soon,”
a neighbor said. “It’s been an eye-
sore for years.”
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Voters to Decide Fate of $57.2 Mil. Budget
During School Elections on Tuesday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield voters will go to the
polls this Tuesday to decide the fate
of this year’s proposed school tax
levy of $48.2 million to support a
spending plan of $57.2 million. An
additional $994,000 in taxes, bring-
ing the tax levy to $49 million, was
previously approved by voters as
part of a referendum in December of
1998.

If the tax levy passes, the impact
for Westfield property taxes will be
$157 a year on a home assessed at
$174,000, the average assessment in
town. The budget calls for a 9 cent
increase in the school tax rate, from
$2.63 to $2.72.

In the past few years the school tax
rate has risen between 5 and 8 cents

per $100 of assessed valuation. In
the early 1990s, school tax hikes
ranged from 13 to 18 cents. Last
year’s increase was 7 cents.

In addition to property taxes, which
account for 86 percent of the budget,
state aid of $3.8 million and $2.1
million of surplus funds also help
support this year’s spending plan.

The surplus, or free balance, as it
is commonly referred to, is money
appropriated but not spent from the
previous year, along with unantici-
pated revenues. This year, the school
board used $2.1 of a $3.9 million free
balance.

State mandates do not permit dis-
tricts to hold onto more than 6 per-
cent of their total budget in surplus.
The district received just under $1.1
million in federal and state grants

and used $994,401 in miscellaneous
funds, such as rental income from
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission for the former
Lincoln School Building and atten-
dance fees for athletic fees. The larg-
est segment of miscellaneous rev-
enue is $480,000 from investments.

The total budget represents a 4.47
percent increase over last year, or
1.47 percent over the state-mandated
3 percent cap. The district sought
and received an “enrollment growth
adjustment” from the state Depart-
ment of Education.

If a school levy fails at the voting
booth, the budget is turned over to
the Town Council, which can either
keep the budget as is or slash the
amount to be raised in taxes. The
school board can then appeal that

decision to the state Department of
Education.

Since 1982, all but five school tax
levies have been approved by voters.
The most recent defeated school bud-
get occurred in 1994.

In addition to taxes, the district has
received $3.8 million in state aid —
an increase of $156,000 over last
year.

School officials and Board of Edu-
cation members have emphasized
that this year’s budget addresses two
critical areas – the enrollment spikes
now in the district and the district’s
deficiencies in the area of computer
technology for teachers and students
alike.

Officials have said the district has
experienced a 14 percent enrollment
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Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
Board. She has served as PTO Co-
President for two years, First Vice Presi-
dent, Second Vice President and is
now Advisor.

Since 1994, she has served on the
Board of Directors of the Jewish Com-
munity Center, where she chaired the
Early Childhood Committee for three
years.

Mrs. Riegel and her husband, Robert,
have two daughters attending Jefferson
Elementary School – Melissa in second
grade and Jessica in the fifth grade. Jes-
sica will enter Edison Intermediate School
next September.

“Win, lose or draw, I am really glad
that I decided to take the step to run for
the Board of Education. Its been a great
experience. I’ve met a lot of great people
and I’ve gotten valuable insight into our
school system,” reported Mr. Billson
when reflecting upon his candidacy.

Mr. Billson is currently employed as
Vice President of Operations of Watchung
Communications, Inc., the parent com-
pany of The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. He
also performs computer consulting work
for Continental Airlines; Furniture Brands
International, makers of Lane furniture;
Water Control Associates, and other con-
cerns.

Mr. Billson’s recent community in-
volvement, aside from his role in bring-
ing The Leader and The Times into the
computer age as System Administrator,
include: Past Chairman and current mem-
ber of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion Promotions Committee; Past Chair-
man and current member of Fanwood’s
Volunteer and Communications Com-
mittee (FVCC); member of the United
Fund of Westfield’s WORD booklet com-
mittee; member of the Westfield Y First
Night Committee.

The candidate also created and orga-
nized, in conjunction with DECA of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and
the FVCC, a three-session beginners
computer course for senior citizens taught
by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
students.

Mr. Billson attended Holy Trinity
Interparochial School and Westfield High
School.

When asked how the campaign went,
Ms. Molnar reported, “It is always excit-
ing to receive feedback from the commu-
nity regarding how well the district is
doing and what areas can be improved or
enhanced. This election feedback clearly
underscores the fact that academic ex-
cellence is demanded, expected, and
supported by our community.”

She concluded, “The election cam-
paign served as a great forum to discuss
the issues facing the district and to re-
view all the potential options which might
address these issues.”

Ms. Molnar helped create the Legisla-
tion Committee which she currently
chairs. She has also chaired the board/
Town Council Liaison Committee since
its inception at the time when now-As-
semblyman Richard H. Bagger was
mayor in 1991.

The candidate is a native of Westfield
and a graduate of the Westfield school
system. She has been involved in the
local community while raising her chil-
dren.

Locally, she has served on the Board
of Directors of both the Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Services and the Westfield
Community Center.

She is also now in her second year of
serving on the Budget Review Commit-
tee of the United Fund of Westfield. Ms.
Molnar is also a member of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Association which
sponsors the annual commemoration
service and essay contest.

She received Bachelor of Business
Administration and Master of Business
Administration degrees from Pace Uni-
versity, New York City, and a Juris Doc-
tor degree from Seton Hall Law School
in Newark.

She is admitted to practice law in New
Jersey and New York and the United
States Supreme Court. For the past five
years, she has been employed by a com-
pany in Millington. Previously, she served
as an Assistant General Counsel for

Citibank for 10 years and for Summit
Bank for five years.

Ms. Molnar has two daughters, Amy
and Meg, who have attended the Westfield
Public Schools.

Although he admitted that he hasn’t
run an aggressive campaign, Mr. Taylor
told The Westfield Leader that he “is very
proud to stand on his record.”

Mr. Taylor, a lifelong resident of
Westfield and a product of its school
system, has served two previous terms
on the Westfield Board of Education,
from 1984-1987 and 1997 to present.

Mr. Taylor acted as board spokes-
man for the most recent contract nego-
tiations with the district’s faculty pro-
fessionals. He has served on the Nego-
tiations, Finance, Facilities, Board
Town Liaison, Policies and other board
committees.

Mr. Taylor and his wife have four
children. He is a practicing attorney with
an office in Westfield.

Looking back down the campaign
trail, Ms. Rhodes told The Leader,
“I’ve enjoyed meeting many, many
new people. I have heard multitudes
of opinions but with one resounding
theme, that Westfield is proud of its
public schools and overall people are
happy to hear that someone like my-
self is interested in working for our
children.”

Ms. Rhodes and her husband, Mark,
have two children who attend the
Franklin Elementary School. Her son,
Christopher, is in the third grade and
her daughter, Amanda, is a second
grader.

The candidate has been active in the
education community since moving to
Westfield in 1995. While her children
attended St. Paul’s Day School, she
volunteered regularly in their class-
rooms. Ms. Rhodes continues to vol-
unteer now that her children are at
Franklin. She also serves on the
Franklin Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) Board.

As the PTA’s recording secretary since
1998, Ms. Rhodes has been responsible
for recording the minutes of all board and
PTA meetings.

She participated in the Board of
Education’s 1998 strategic planning ef-
fort as a member of the Developing Ef-
fective Family, Community, Business
and School Partnerships Committee. The
committee made several recommenda-
tions to the Board of Education’s Long
Range Planning Committee.

In the fall of 1998, Ms. Rhodes was
selected for the Citizen’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Capital Projects.

Ms. Rhodes holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Textile Science from Cornell
University, Ithaca, N.Y., and an Master in
Business Administration in Finance and
International Business from the Leonard
N. Stern School of Business at New York
University.

She holds 15 years of experience in
bond finance. The candidate has worked
as a rating analyst in structured finance at
both Moody’s Investors Service and Fitch
Investors Service. In 1993, she began
rating bonds supported by student loans,
and in 1995 she started Fitch’s Municipal
Structured Finance group which she
managed until she began consulting in
1997.

She currently consults for MBIA In-
surance Corporation in Armonk, N.Y.
where she developed their bond insur-
ance criteria for bonds supported by stu-
dent loans. She also assists in the training
of new analysts and the marketing of new
products.

She currently serves as treasurer for
the College Woman’s Club of Westfield.
She also serves on the finance committee
that manages that manages the club’s
operating budget and makes recommen-
dations to the scholarship committee re-
garding funds available for new scholar-
ships.

She is the co-director of the LOGOS
program at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. She acts as administrator for
this program, keeping track of its partici-
pants, volunteers and finances.

Ms. Rhodes is the President of the
Westfield Kappa Alpha Theta Alumnae
Club where she overseas all program

Westfield Voters to Vie for Riegel, Billson,
Molnar, Taylor, Rhodes or Kessler for BOE

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SIGN OF SPRING…Before a surprise snowfall early Sunday, the forsythias
and a magnolia tree were in full bloom at this Westfield home.

through this month, pool memberships
were open to all Westfield residents,
whether or not they were pool members
in 1999.

Sign-ups were to be taken until 80
percent of pool capacity, of 7,200 indi-
viduals, was achieved. Because 5,400
members from last year had signed up
during March, there was room in April
for 1,800 more individuals.

The 1,800 capacity, however, was
reached the evening of April 4.

During the month of March, pool
members from last year were given first
crack at memberships for 2000. Accepted
memberships were cut off once 60 per-
cent, or 5,400 of the pool’s capacity of
9,000, was reached. The maximum of
5,400 was reached March 28.

Although the Recreation Department
can take no new memberships during
April, membership card holders may have
their pictures taken, which are needed for
the cards, during regular weekly office
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

efforts of Captain Garber. It was not in
time, however, for Captain Garber’s
widow, Debbie, their 10-year-old daugh-
ter, Alexandra and 6-year-old son, Steven
to receive his full pension benefits.

“We’re still negotiating with the State
Legislature to implement these benefits
retroactively,” Mr. Lavin reported.

Mr. Lavin said that Captain Garber
worked with the FMBA for approxi-
mately 15 years.

“We wanted to do something good for
our own,” said Springfield firefighter,
Mike Bilotti, the Angels of Fire, Club
President and Founder.

Mr. Bilotti said that Captain Garber’s
death came as a shock to everyone who
knew him, because he was so young and
in seemingly good health. Captain
Garber’s widow, Debbie Garber also re-
marked that her husband’s death came as
a complete shock.

“We had just gotten back from a vaca-
tion at Disney World. We walked all over
and Scott had no signs of anything wrong
with his heart,” she related.

Mrs. Garber said that her late husband
was very devoted to fighting for what he
believed in.

“Scott was very outspoken and what-
ever he felt strongly about, he got in-
volved in,” Mrs. Garber noted.

“It’s ironic that the legislation, which
he fought so hard to get enacted is prob-
ably not going to retroactively help our
family,” she commented.

Fortunately, Mrs. Garber was able to
obtain health insurance coverage through
her own job, when her husband’s cover-
age ended in December. For the widows
of many other firefighters, there is no
affordable coverage after their husbands’
coverage ends. The new legislation would
make health insurance coverage more
affordable for the families of deceased
fire fighters.

Mrs. Garber stated that there is a big
difference between receiving the current
allotment of 3 1/2 times her husband’s
salary, versus the new legislation that
allots full pension benefits.

“You go through life not thinking some-
thing like this could happen to you. When
it does, you realize how precious every
moment is,” Mrs. Garber reflected.
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Pool Update
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events and communication. As Presi-
dent, she has successfully increased
membership and overseen two years of
successful programming.

Active in the Junior League of
Elizabeth – Plainfield, Ms. Rhodes
has been a member since 1997. Last
year, she was a member of the Jumble
Store committee, and she currently
serves as a mentor for new members.
She has also coached Little League
baseball.

Mr. Kessler told The Westfield Leader
that he believes he has run an effective
campaign, getting the word out to the
public about his platform through a
press release and his comments at the
Meet the Candidates Night held on
March 27.

“I feel pretty good,” he said of his
campaign experience.

Mr. Kessler has reported that a solu-
tion must be found to solve the over-
crowding at Westfield High School. He
also wants to see the district continue
moving forward in improving technol-
ogy.

During his time as a current board
member, Mr. Kessler has served on sev-
eral board committees. These commit-
tees have included Policy, Curriculum,
Instruction and Programming, Facilities
and Finance. He has also been a member
of the board’s Teachers’ Negotiation Team
and the Secretaries’ and Custodians’
Board of Education negotiation teams.

The candidate has served on the
board’s liaison to the Washington El-
ementary School PTA and the town’s
Recreation Commission for three
years. He has also held various posi-
tions on the McKinley Elementary
School PTO.

                                                                                                                 Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
PEEKING OVER THE FENCE…Tall stems of white and yellow daffodils peek
over a fence at a Westfield home, as forsythias cascade in the foreground.

Third Public Forum on Parking Plan
Scheduled for This Tuesday, April 18
WESTFIELD – The third public fo-

rum on the proposed parking plan for
downtown Westfield will be held at 8
p.m. Tuesday, April 18, in the Westfield
Municipal Building.

The parking plan was released to the
public on March 1 in a report prepared by
Rich & Associates, a parking consultant
hired by the Town of Westfield to work
with a Parking Plan Steering Committee
appointed by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
in January, 1999.

The plan calls for building the town’s

Mountainside BOE
Hopefuls Address
Issues in District

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This year’s campaign for seats
on the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation was marked by controversy
over the 11th-hour candidacy of
former board member Patricia
Knodel, who chose to enter the
race when sitting board member
Linda Esemplare decided not to
run for re-election due to family
obligations.

In response, l i felong
Mountainside resident MaryBeth
Schaumberg threw her hat into the
ring as a write-in candidate to fill
Mrs. Esemplare’s seat, having
missed the February 28 deadline to
file a petition.

The third candidate in the race is
incumbent Frank Geiger, who also
serves as Mountainside’s represen-
tative on the Berkeley Heights
Board of Education.

Mrs. Knodel had served the board
for 26 years prior to her defeat in
the 1998 election. A homemaker,
Mrs. Knodel is the widow of John
Patrick Knodel. Their eight chil-
dren attended Deerfield Elemen-
tary School.

Ms. Schaumberg, a licensed real
estate agent, is better known to
Mountainside residents by her
maiden name, Mary Beth Roche.

She has been active in the three
phases of the district’s strategic
planning process, and has chaired
various committees for the Parent
Teacher Association.

In anticipation of the April 18
election, candidates were asked the
following questions: what educa-
tional issues do you feel most pas-
sionately about, and where do you
see room for improvement in the
Mountainside school system?

Mrs. Schaumberg replied, “I feel
very strongly about the continued
implementation of the
Mountainside School District Stra-
tegic Plan. This plan was devel-
oped over a period of many months
with input from many members of
the community, including parents,
teachers, administrators, board
members and senior citizens. The
Board of Education has imple-
mented many of the action items
mandated by the Strategic Plan,
and I believe that this momentum
must continue.”

“Certainly one of the most press-
ing issues right now relates to the
growing population of children and
the need for more space,” she con-
tinued. “It is my understanding
that this issue has been under ex-
amination by the board for some
time, and currently an ad hoc com-
mittee made up of community
members is reviewing the avail-
able options.”

Mrs. Knodel feels strongly that,
“Excellent teachers and a reason-
able class size are the most impor-
tant issues to insure quality educa-
tion. These have always been at the
top of my priority list. Sometimes
a little creativity in scheduling
classes will help alleviate over-
crowding.”

“There is room for improvement
in our student test scores,” she
added. “We must examine what
other school districts are doing
which may explain why their scores
are higher than ours.”

“My number one challenge of
the new millennium is to inte-
grate technology into our cur-
ricula. The computer and its most
appropriate applications in the
field of education pose many ques-
tions for which answers must be
found.”

“How many hours per week does
the average student use the com-
puter?” asked Mrs. Knodel. “Is the
time well spent doing research?
Are students just playing games?
How much game playing is justi-
fied to help develop skills? Has our
teachers’ training made them feel
as comfortable with computers as
they do with textbooks? What is
the proper amount of time for el-
ementary students to spend using a
computer?”

She concluded, “Hundreds of
thousands of taxpayer dollars have
been spent outfitting our school
with new technology. We must in-
sure that that expenditure is justi-
fied.”

Mr. Geiger could not be reached
for comment for this story.

See us on the Web!
www.goleader.com

first parking structure to accommodate
long-term parking for commuters and for
downtown employees. Municipal Lot
3A, on the south side of the train station,
as been listed by Rich & Associates as
the recommended site although no deci-
sion has been made to date by the Town
Council.

Discussion, to be held during the regu-
lar council meeting Tuesday, will con-
tinue about the parking plan and the public
will have an opportunity to give the gov-
erning body feedback on their views.

Westfield Voters to Decide
Fate of $48.2 Mil. Tax Levy

hike since 1996 and is looking at an
increase of 182 students, or 3.48
percent, over the current school year.

By comparison, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley told
reporters at a recent press conference
that the 2000-2001 school year’s kin-
dergarten class is projected at 340
children, compared to the 1999 gradu-
ating class at Westfield High School,
which had 290 kids.

The bulk of the proposed 17 new
teaching and support staff positions
in the budget are mainly due to en-
rollment projections, officials have
indicated. These positions total
$758,000.

One of the new positions is for a
guidance counselor at the intermedi-
ate level. Dr. Foley has estimated
that the current ratio between stu-
dents and counselors is 350:1.

This year’s school budget includes
a number of initiatives:

• Computers for third-grade class-
rooms, district wide, at a cost of
$131,902.

• Replacement of computer labs
at the intermediate schools and the
mathematics labs at Westfield High
School.

• Equip 130 teachers at the high
school with laptop computers, to the
tune of $163,000. Teachers will even-
tually receive e-mail addresses that
will make staff accessible 24 hours a
day to parents and other staff mem-
bers. Future plans call for teachers to
list assignments and other class re-
quirements on their own personal
Web sites.

A study by the district’s Parent
Teacher Council Education Commit-
tee found that Westfield was far be-
hind comparable districts in com-
puter technology in the classrooms.

The third-grade computers, fol-
lowing what has been implemented
in the fourth and fifth grades, along
with the laptops at the high school, is
part of the district’s technology plan.

A number of curriculum revisions
are included in the budget, such as
rewriting of the grade 5 to 8 Social
Studies curriculum, revision of the
grade 8 curriculum in French and

Spanish and the English as a Second
Language curriculum.

The budget also incorporates capi-
tal projects to the tune of $556,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Angels
Of Fire

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 27
• Three hundred block of South

Avenue — Alarm malfunction.
• Three hundred block of North

Avenue West — Assist Police.
TUESDAY, MARCH 28

• Eight hundred block of
Lawrence Avenue — Investigation.

• One hundred block of Trails End
Road - Lockout.

• Five hundred block of Hort Street
- Electrical hazard.

• Eight hundred block of Ramapo
Way — Smoke scare.

• Seven hundred block of Moun-
tain Avenue - Smoke condition.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
• One hundred block of Central

Avenue — Alarm activation.
• Two hundred block of South

Avenue West — Lockout.
• One hundred block of Moss

Avenue — Water evacuation.
• Three hundred block of Linden

Avenue — Alarm activation.
THURSDAY, MARCH 30

• One thousand block of Central
Avenue – Alarm activation.

• Nine hundred block of Kimball

Avenue — Unintentional alarm.
• Nine hundred block of Lawrence

Avenue — Structure fire.
FRIDAY, MARCH 31

• One hundred block of Webster
Place — Smoke scare.

• One hundred block of Grove
Street - Good intent call.

• One thousand block of East
Broad Street — Assist Police.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
• Five hundred block of Central

Avenue - Service call.
• Four hundred block of Boule-

vard — Alarm malfunction .
• Two hundred block of Sinclair

Place – Investigation.
• Seven hundred block of Carleton

Road — Alarm activation.
• Four hundred block of Poets

Place - Alarm activation.
• Four hundred block of North

Avenue East — Brush file.
• Five hundred block of North

Avenue East — Refuse fire.
SUNDAY, APRIL 2

• Seven hundred block of Summit
Avenue — Electrical hazard.

• Five hundred block of Westfield
Avenue — Brush fire.
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Proposed Zone Would Give Fanwood Officials
Greater Say on Development in Downtown

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Borough officials plan to explore a
proposal calling for the half-block
stretch between South and LaGrande
Avenues in Fanwood to be desig-
nated as a special zone in order to
give the governing body greater con-
trol over commercial development
there.

The area is comprised of several
adjoining lots — most notably the
Dean Oil site at the corner of
LaGrande and Second Street – which
officials have described as being “un-
der-utilized.”

A Springfield development group
was reportedly close last week to
purchasing the Dean Oil site from its
current owner, Savers’ Shares of
Morristown, members of the govern-
ing body said. However, details of a
pending transaction could not be
confirmed.

Currently zoned as general-com-
mercial, the Dean Oil property be-
came the focus of a controversy last
year after an Elizabeth-based devel-
oper sought permission from the
Fanwood Planning Board to build a
two-story, multi-family apartment
complex there.

The appeal, which residents pro-
tested in droves as too intense for the
1.3-acre site, was ultimately denied
by the board following a months-
long series of hearings which con-
cluded last September. In addition to
the density issue, the board voiced
concern at the time over reports of
contamination on the site from an
adjoining lot.

Mayor Louis C. Jung told The
Times last Thursday that he had per-
sonally spoken to at least three de-
velopers since November who had
expressed varying degrees of inter-
est in the property.

During their agenda session on
April 5, council members heard a
presentation on the special zone pro-
posal from Clayton Pierce, a mem-
ber of the Fanwood Downtown Revi-
talization Committee (FDRC).

According to Mr. Pierce, the pro-
posed zone would allow the council
to “control the nature of develop-
ment in that area” by setting certain
criteria, including architectural styles
and color schemes, that could be as
detailed as the governing body
wished.

“Without the zone, they can do

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-10

SP-F BOE Hopefuls Discuss District’s
Issues Before Wrapping Up Campaigns

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Four candidates are vying for three
Scotch Plains seats on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Two incumbents and two newcom-
ers bring varied backgrounds, di-
verse skills and different perspec-
tives to the race for a three-year
position on the local school board.

New to the board race is first-time
candidate Linda Nelson, a 14-year
resident of Scotch Plains. This is
lifelong resident Ava R. McNamara’s
second bid for a board seat. She first
ran in 1999.

Seeking re-election are present
board members Thomas Russo and
Theresa Larkin, presently serving in
their first and second terms on the
board, respectively. A resident since
1966, Mr. Russo was elected to his
freshman term in 1997. Mrs. Larkin,
who has lived in the township for 14
years, was first elected to the board
in 1994 and currently serves as Board
President.

During the campaign, candidates
reviewed the issues about which they
feel most passionately.

Mr. Russo spoke to the responsi-
bility of the state and federal govern-
ment to fund mandated special edu-

cation programs. “They are impor-
tant programs but local taxpayers
can no longer afford to pay their
skyrocketing costs. They present a
major problem for school districts
trying to maintain reasonable budget
levels,” he said.

“We must have constant and con-
sistent dialogue with municipal offi-
cials,” he added, “not only with a
view toward sharing facilities and
expenditures, but also because mat-
ters decided by municipal bodies
affect the school district, and vice
versa.”

Improving the board’s public im-
age is another important issue for
Mr. Russo. “We have made gains in
this area through increased commu-
nication and opening new avenues
for input from citizens and staff.
Forging more of a partnership with
our teachers and their union rather
than an adversarial relationship is a
crucial aspect of this,” he said.

He also supports the idea of nego-
tiating contracts that shift salary in-
creases to the lower end of the
district’s salary guide to attract and
retain the best new teachers.

“At the same time, we must make
sure that parent/teacher relationships
are not weakened by working to en-

sure that Back to School Nights are
not disrupted or delayed by labor
disagreements,” stated Mr. Russo.

In her comments, Mrs. Nelson said,
“The issue of equitable services
across the district originally brought
me to local board meetings and re-
mains a strong concern of mine.”

“Other issues that guide my think-
ing include: making sure that the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict continues to provide the quality
educational program for which it is
known across New Jersey; meeting
rising state expectations while keep-
ing a handle on rising costs; and
making sure that suburban districts
remain strong while the state works
on improving urban districts,” stated
Mrs. Nelson.

Mrs. McNamara wants close watch

kept on implementation of the facili-
ties plan.

“Over the past year, our district
has made important decisions on
curriculum and will continue to be
faced with critical decisions regard-
ing our facilities and enrollment,”
she explained. “We face overcrowd-
ing in our elementary schools and, as
a result, the prospect of
reconfiguration to a K-4, 5-8 format.
In order for this plan of actions to be
as successful as promised by the
administration, we must closely scru-
tinize all proposed aspects of its
implementation.”

“The board must have a keen eye
for details with a major emphasis on
the safety of our children and their
successful transition. Will we be able

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Times of

Scotch Plains-Fanwood has been
mailed to every resident in the town-
ship and in the borough to inform
voters of the issues and of the can-
didates for the School Board and
School Budget elections this Tues-
day, April 18.

Similarly, The Westfield Leader,
our sister newspaper, has been
mailed to everyone in Westfield
and Mountainside. We urge all to
vote.

Also on display in this issue are
profiles and releases of the candi-
dates for the Seventh Congressional
District and U.S. Senate for the
June 6 Primary Elections.

Look for the candidates discuss-
ing their views on TV 34, 35 and
36. Research their positions and
see up-to-date voting results on the
Internet at www.goleader.com. Our
towns have good government and
great candidates seeking office.
Celebrate and thank them all, win
or lose.

We also use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who are
not subscribers. I believe good
newspapers help communities, and
that’s what we’re trying to do. Please
join us and subscribe.

-Horace R. Corbin, Publisher

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-10

SP-F School Bd. Changes
Direction on Instituting
Foreign Lang. in Schools

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Months of holding fast to a recom-
mendation to institute a different
foreign language at each of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood elementary schools
gave way to a modification in the
original proposal that would see one
language, Spanish, being taught to
second graders across the district
beginning in September.

A big part of the strategy behind
the original plan was maintenance of
the highly-respected four-language,
foreign language program at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

“There seemed to be so much mis-
understanding about it (original pro-
posal),” said Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye. “It
seemed the most important thing to
do is to get started in second grade
with one language at each school.”

Two purposes are served with this
180-degree turn of events: the rec-
ommendation is likely to receive
unanimous board support when it
comes to a vote tonight, Thursday,
April 13; and the second question
related to the elementary world lan-
guage program on the 2000-01 school
budget has a better chance of pass-
ing.

A number of parents who opposed
the one language per school proposal
scrambled the week of April 3 to
gather signatures from around the
district supporting their position. The
petition, with 450 signatures, was
turned over to the board with a letter
dated March 31, from Mary Ann
Bonacum (McGinn), Lori Katz
(Brunner) and Heidi Sweeney
(Coles).

To those parents and community
members whose concerns had been
answered by modifying the proposal,
board member Richard M. Meade

urged, “If what you wanted is in
place, advocate strongly for passing
the second question.”

If the second question is not passed,
the district will be forced to delay
launch of the program until Septem-
ber 2001.

From the start, World Languages
Supervisor Helga Thomas strongly
defended the long-term value of a
different language per school. She

                  Ingrid McKinley for The Times
WINTER HAS SPRUNG?…These beautiful yellow daffodils are weighed down
by a snowfall which surprised residents early Sunday morning.

Courtesy of Paul Gay
SPRING IN THE SNOW…Despite a dusting of snow, these tulips manage to
show their bright hues of red and yellow during Sunday’s brief winter storm.

Marks Announces Bid for Four-Year Mayoral Seat
Coronato, Tripet to Run for Scotch Plains Council

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Republican Mayor
Martin L. Marks will run for a full
four-year term in the township’s first
direct mayoral election in Novem-
ber, while Paulette Coronato will be
the GOP candidate for the Township
Council seat being vacated by the
senior member of the Council, Re-
publican William F. McClintock,
who, somewhat surprisingly, will
leave the governing body when his
term ends on December 31.

Mayor Marks, who was elected to
the council in 1996 and was chosen

by the governing body in January to
serve as mayor this year, said he
thinks “the voters will have an easier
time making a choice for mayor this
year because they will be able to
compare and contrast my mayoral
term in 2000 with that of my Demo-
crat opponent and immediate prede-
cessor, Geri M. Samuel.”

He pointed to, among other things,
the “concerted effort” he has made
“to show a stark contrast between
former Mayor Samuel and myself in
terms of the way we conduct public
meetings and our overall fiscal phi-
losophy.”

“I think these are exciting times
for Scotch Plains right now in terms
of our opportunities for recreation,
our improvements in the central busi-
ness district, and I want to be a part
of it and guide it along, as I have been
doing,” Mayor Marks told The Times.

He said he finds the mayoral posi-
tion to be “very stimulating and very
challenging.” Prior to his election in
1996, Mayor Marks, an endodontist,
was a member of the township Plan-
ning Board and the Environmental
Commission.

Mrs. Coronato, a member of the
township Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment, has also served on the Plan-
ning Board, the Environmental Com-
mission and the Health Advisory
Board. She ran unsuccessfully for
Township Council in 1998.

She said she thought “a very large
error was made last year when the
Democrat majority forced a large
property tax increase on the citizens
of Scotch Plains in light of a record
budget surplus we enjoyed. This year
was a different story, though,” she
added, pointing to the zero property
tax increase that was approved by the
Republican-controlled council this

Candidates Named for Two Open Council Seats
For Fanwood’s General Election in November

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The stage is now set for two Bor-
ough Council races in Fanwood, as
Republicans hope to retain their re-
cently-won majority while Demo-
crats hope to wrest it back.

Headed by Republican Mayor
Louis C. Jung, the council is pres-
ently split 3-3 between Democrats
and Republicans. The Democrats
need to win one seat this year in order
to recapture the 4-3 edge they lost
through a triple GOP victory last
November.

Republican Joel Whitaker will seek
his second term on the council in the
General Election on Tuesday, No-

vember 7.
First elected in 1997, Mr. Whitaker,

a former member and Chairman of
the Fanwood Planning Board, be-
came Council President in January.
He is President of a Fanwood-based
company that publishes business-to-
business newsletters.

Mr. Whitaker’s running mate will
be Carol Wood, a 28-year resident of
Fanwood, who will be making her
first attempt at elective office.

A former member of the borough
Planning Board and the Downtown
Redevelopment Committee and a
past Chairwoman of the now-defunct
Fanwood Board of Adjustment, Mrs.
Wood is a Realtor with the Century

21 Taylor & Love real estate office in
Westfield.

She is also a current member of
the Long Range Planning Commit-
tee and is a volunteer at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, where she
served as President from 1987 to
1993.

Democrat Cynthia Swindlehurst,
who was appointed to the Borough
Council last month, will be running
for a full, three-year term in No-
vember. She is currently filling out
the unexpired term of former Demo-
cratic Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr. which expires on De-
cember 31.

Citing business commitments, Mr.

Populus resigned from the council
on March 1. Ms. Swindlehurst, who
prior to her recent appointment had
been a member of the Planning Board,
ran unsuccessfully for the council in
1993. Both of her parents served on
Fanwood’s governing body in the
1970s and 1980s.

Her running mate in the fall will be
Matthew Glennon, a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board and its Li-
aison to the borough’s Environmen-
tal Commission.

An eight-year resident of
Fanwood, Mr. Glennon is a licensed
professional engineer who is mak-
ing his debut run for elective of-
fice.
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whatever they want,” he said, refer-
ring to the leeway individuals cur-
rently have in developing properties
they have purchased, so long as their
plans conform to local code require-
ments.

He maintained that the new zone
would enable officials to work more
closely with landlords and develop-
ers in deciding the best way to utilize
properties, adding that it would ac-
tually foster “more flexibility” in
development.

Several council members ex-
pressed concern, however, that es-
tablishing too specific of a criteria
for the proposed zone might actually
scare off developers interested in the
properties between LaGrande and
South.

“You want the commercial (dis-
trict) to thrive and if you put too
many restrictions, that could be nega-
tive,” remarked newly-appointed
Democratic Councilwoman Cynthia
Swindlehurst, taking part in her first
governing body meeting since being
sworn in on March 28 as successor to
former Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr.

Mr. Pierce replied that he did not
believe such criteria would be detri-
mental, saying developers are typi-
cally eager to work with municipali-
ties in terms of submitting proposals
that will be agreeable to a commu-
nity.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
asked Mr. Pierce how the proposal
would impact the process whereby
the Planning Board must approve
development bids. He responded that
creation of a downtown develop-
ment zone would not “in any shape
or form diminish” the responsibili-
ties of the board.

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said a zone change would
require passage of a council ordi-
nance and would be reflected in the
borough’s revised zoning ordinance.
A draft of that ordinance is currently
under review by the Planning Board
and slated for introduction by the
council during the summer.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who chairs the governing body’s
Land Use and Historic Preservation
Committee, revealed the proposed
zone could be established as a “spe-
cial overlay zone” on top of the
area’s existing general-commercial
status.

Mr. Pierce has spent the last sev-
eral months presenting the FDRC’s
vision for the future of the down-
town to landlords, merchants and
others, such as NJ Transit, as well as
collecting input from these sources
to present to the committee.

Last year, the borough was awarded
$400,000 in county and state fund-
ing to support downtown improve-
ments. Long-range plans call for cre-
ation of a Victorian streetscape
theme, to be realized via decorative
sidewalk paver blocks and 19th-cen-
tury street lamps, among other ac-
couterments.

The new lighting fixtures will be
installed along Martine and South
Avenues, including the rear areas of
stores on the western side of Martine.
A design known as a bishop’s crook
with scroll – which Mr. Pierce said
were commonly use to accent train
depots during the Victorian age – is
the favored motif.

Mr. Pierce and Borough Engineer
Richard Marsden have met with rep-
resentatives of Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas (PSE&G) to discuss
whether the company would be will-
ing to install the borough’s chosen
lamp design, officials said.

According to Mr. Whitaker,
PSE&G routinely provides for in-
stallation and maintenance of street
lamps in municipalities throughout
the state in exchange for a monthly
charge, which eliminates the need

for a larger capital outlay by commu-
nities.

NJ Transit recently purchased a lot
adjacent to the existing south side
Fanwood train station parking lot for
additional parking stalls and has
agreed to install street lamps on the
north side of South Avenue, west of
Martine Avenue, and down to Sec-
ond Street, Mayor Jung said. The
agency would also place lamps along
a walkway from South Avenue to the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Proposed Zone Would Give Fanwood
Officials Greater Say on Downtown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1
to safely drop off our children at Park
Middle School? Will the proposed
renovations address the asbestos is-
sues that exist at Coles, McGinn and
Park? Will the increased student
populations at the middle schools be
adequately supervised?” she asked.

Mrs. Larkin is particularly con-
cerned about financing. “In the last
six years,” she said, “we have seen
enrollment increase by over 700 stu-
dents, new programs, the ongoing
implementation of our technology
plan, escalating special education
costs, and dealing with our aging
infrastructure. Concurrently, our state
aid has diminished — for the coming
year 2000-2001, we have been told
by Trenton that they will fund a mere
7.57 percent of our budget. (Federal
aid will most likely be as it has been
historically, in the 1.5 percent to 2
percent range.)”

“That leaves slightly over 90 per-
cent of our school funding costs to be
paid by our local Scotch Plains and
Fanwood taxpayers, in the form of
our property taxes,” continued Mrs.
Larkin. “That is outrageous. Pas-
sionately may be understating how I
feel regarding this inequity. Nation-
wide, the average funding from the
state to the local school district is 50
percent, a 42.5 percent difference.”

“Frankly,” she said, “as much as
we speak about education and chil-
dren, it more often than not comes
down to money. Every year when the
board and administration develop
our budget, we ultimately say —
how much can our taxpayers afford?
State politicians are ignoring dis-
tricts like ours (whom they refer to as
wealthy districts). We are just about
stretched as far as we can go — it is
very frustrating. Most of our budget
is fixed costs, we have few discre-
tionary dollars.”

“During my tenure on the board, I
have supported efforts of the New
Jersey School Board Association and
the Garden State Coalition, both or-
ganizations who attempt to bring
fair funding to districts like ours. I
pledge to continue to do so, and ask
you to join me in this worthwhile
effort,” concluded Mrs. Larkin.

When asked where they see room
for improvement in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools, candidates shared
the following thoughts.

Said Mrs. McNamara, “If elected,
I will be the only parent on the board
with children enrolled in our elemen-
tary schools at the beginning of the
next academic year. Parents and fami-
lies that are similar in profile deserve
a voice on the Board of Education. I
have great concern that this commu-
nity is divided by recent actions taken
by the administration and the current
board. I have watched as incomplete
proposals presented to the board have
passed, by majority, without all the
details being worked out in advance.”

“Like many parents, I was dis-
mayed to see our disappointing ESPA
scores, while similar neighboring
communities enjoyed stronger re-
sults. I feel strongly that the con-
cerns of parents directly impacted
by major decisions have gone un-
heeded, because they were not
aligned with the plans of the admin-
istration. Too few board members
feel that they represent their com-
munities’ interests in total and de-
mand the best for everyone, espe-
cially the children,” she said.

“Conversely,” she continued, “I
have also witnessed the positive ef-
forts by the board to include the
public in meetings and forums that
result in everyone being better in-
formed. As there are so many issues
that demand the attention of our
community and the board, this trend
must be increased. If elected, I will
work diligently as a representative
voice of our community and help my
board colleagues look out for the
good of the entire community.”

In her comments, Mrs. Larkin spe-
cifically addressed the length of the
school day as a potential area of
improvement.

“The most glaring ‘room for im-
provement’ in the elementary and
middle school levels is the length of
the school day,” she said. “At the
elementary level, the state has man-
dated that we implement foreign lan-
guage study, which will be an addi-
tional program to deliver — in the
same school day. Our basic subject
(reading, English, mathematics, etc.)
standards have gotten tougher.”

“For instance, all of our eighth
graders now study Algebra,” ex-
plained Mrs. Larkin. “There is sim-
ply too much to do, and not enough
time to do it in. I am suggesting that
by lengthening the school day by
perhaps 20-30 minutes we would be
more able to meet the needs of our
students. This improvement is easier
said than done. It would require ne-
gotiating for the extra time.”

“It would be nice if the state hon-
ored its ‘State mandate, state pay’
law, which they conveniently ex-
empted this foreign language require-
ment from,” she concluded.

Mrs. Nelson sees room for im-
provement across the elementary,
middle and high school levels.

“Although we haven’t missed the
state’s deadline, as a district we are
behind most other New Jersey dis-
tricts in preparing for the elementary
world languages requirement,” ex-
plained Mrs. Nelson.

“Also, it is time for us to look
closely at the middle school curricu-
lum to make sure it meets current
local and state educational needs. At

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Hopefuls
Address Issues Facing Their District

                    Ingrid McKinley for The Times
PEEKING OVER THE FENCE…Tall stems of white and yellow daffodils peek over a fence at an area home, as forsythias
cascade in the foreground.

the high school level, the curriculum
in some subjects seems stronger than
others and is not delivered consis-
tently,” she noted.

“And finally,” she concluded, “I
hope that the funding for technology
upgrades becomes available, because
as a district we are just barely keep-
ing up. We are not on the cutting
edge of using technology in educa-
tion.”

Mr. Russo sees several areas that
need attention. “We must improve
our schools by updating aging facili-
ties especially at Park Middle School
and the high school,” he said. “This
is long overdue. Renovations at Park
must be implemented in order to
approach equity with the Terrill fa-
cility.”

“We must continue to advance
technology initiatives to bring greater
computer and Internet access to our
classrooms. We must continue to
work to improve our students’ test
scores by improving curriculum and
instruction. Continued and expanded
professional development is a cru-
cial aspect of this,” stated Mr. Russo.

train station.
Fanwood officials have empha-

sized that building up the downtown
is a two-fold process encompassing
both revitalization and redevelop-
ment efforts.

During last week’s meeting, Mr.
Whitaker said revitalization would in-
volve working with merchants to help
them achieve their goals, while rede-
velopment would focus on finding the
best uses for underutilized sites.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

could not predict the impact all-Span-
ish instruction would ultimately have
on the high school program.

“There’s a worry that going to Span-
ish will cause problems later on, but
we can’t prove it,” she said.

Elementary world language pro-
grams are a new commodity in New
Jersey as school districts work to imple-
ment foreign language in elementary
schools to comply with the state’s core
curriculum standard for that subject.

To staff the elementary program,
Mrs. Thomas is looking at “two kinds
of people”: foreign language middle
school teachers with elementary expe-
rience, and regular elementary teach-
ers who speak Spanish as a second
language.

As the proposal stands, youngsters
would have the opportunity to study
French, German and Italian as part of
their exploratory program once they
reach middle school. They would have
the option to switch to a different
language for concentrated study after
that time, or could choose to continue
with Spanish.

Looking ahead to refining the pro-
gram, board member Thomas Russo
said he hoped a second foreign lan-
guage could be added to each school in
the future to give parents and students
a choice.

In other business during the meet-
ing, Dr. Choye noted that letters had
been mailed to everyone who had
expressed interest in working with the
board and administrators to plan the
fifth-grade move into the middle school
and accompanying facilities renova-
tions, which was approved by the board
in February.

“After April 18 (school budget/board
election), we will start a two-year pro-
cess to ensure we are well-informed
and have the best possible program
and the best possible facilities we can
have,” explained the superintendent.

In response to a question from Board
Vice President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon,
Dr. Choye assured the board that ef-
forts will be made to assemble a cross-
section of the public during the plan-
ning phase of the process that includes
senior citizens and non-parent taxpay-
ers.

“Don’t just rely on volunteers,” stated
Dr. Sheldon.

A bond referendum to fund the pro-
posed renovations must be put to pub-

lic vote.
In other business, the board briefly

discussed a recent letter from Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks indicating
the board should share the costs of
flashing lights along Terrill Road to
advise drivers of the presence of stu-
dents crossing between Terrill Middle
School and Coles Elementary.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi said, in
his experience, such lights were usu-
ally a function of the municipality.

Board President Theresa Larkin said
she would follow up with a letter or call
to Mayor Marks because of the impor-
tance of getting the lights in place by
the start of the new school year.

The recommendation for the lights
originally came from the Safety Com-
mittee of the Coles School Parent
Teacher Association.

Changes Faced in Instituting
Foreign Language Program

week.
Mr. McClintock, who was appointed

to the council in March 1991 and elected
to full four-year terms in 1992 and 1996,
served as mayor in 1994.

He said he was leaving the governing
body because, “I’ve been there for 10
years, and 10 years is enough for any-
body.” He told The Times that leaving
the council will give him more time to
attend to his political consulting busi-
ness and to his family.

In a separate move that rounds out the
roster of candidates, the township Demo-
cratic Party Committee last week se-
lected Peter Tripet to be its candidate for
Mr. McClintock’s Council seat. A 21-
year old undergraduate student at Seton
Hall University working in a five-year
program towards a master’s degree in
political science, Mr. Tripet is a lifelong
resident of Scotch Plains and a 1997
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

He told The Times he’s been a mem-
ber of the township Democratic Club
for two years and has “always liked the
political scene.” Last year, he told party
leaders he was interested in running for
office, and a few weeks back, Demo-
cratic Party Chairwoman Pamela
Boright asked Mr. Tripet if he was still
interested in being a candidate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Mayor
 Marks

                   Ingrid McKinley for The Times
SIGN OF SPRING…Before a surprise snowfall early Sunday, the forsythias
and a magnolia tree were in full bloom at this area home.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
GOING FOR A RIDE…Judah Axelrod, 4, prepares to take a ride on a colorful
inchworm at a park in Fanwood. Milder temperatures have encouraged area
residents of all ages to doff their sweaters and coats for a taste of springtime.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
• Reported theft of a bicycle that

was locked with a chain in front of
530 Park Avenue. The incident is
occurred sometime on Saturday.

MONDAY, APRIL 3
 Jose Antonio Hernandez, 33, 14

Westervelt Avenue Plainfield was
arrested for providing false identifi-
cation pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on Park Avenue. Hernandez was
also charged with driving without a
license and operating an unregis-
tered vehicle.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4
 Police reported that a bar was

pried from a rear window of a busi-
ness in the 500 block of Park Avenue.
Entry was not gained and the inci-
dent occurred overnight.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
 An Argyle Court resident reported

the overnight theft of several lawn
lights from their property.

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
 A Mountain Avenue resident re-

ported that someone entered her un-
locked vehicle and had taken a small
amount of change.

 A Hunter Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a bicycle taken
from the front yard.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7
• Roxanne Thompson, 33, of

Plainfield was arrested for posses-
sion of was suspected to be cocaine,

unlawful possession of a knife and
providing false information to Po-
lice Officer Kevin Lonergan pursu-
ant to an investigation of a suspi-
cious person on Forest Road at around
midnight.

 A Ravenswood Lane home under
construction was reportedly entered
sometime over the last two weeks
and the walls spray painted.

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
 David Mussington, 23, of

Irvington was arrested and charged,
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22, with possession of mari-
juana after he was found to have an
outstanding warrant for his arrest out
of Irvington. Police said Mussington
was also charged with driving with a
suspended license.

 Employees at a Westfield Avenue
video store reported several videos
shoplifted over the course of the last
two days.

 An Elizabeth Avenue resident
reported receiving threatening phone
calls from an unknown individual.

 The theft of two speakers was
reported from a locked storage box
at the Booth Baseball Field on Val-
ley Avenue over the last several
days.

 A Round Hill Road resident re-
ported her locked vehicle was en-
tered and garage remote was taken
sometime overnight.
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SP-F BOE Candidates
Take Public’s Questions

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Candidates’ Night 2000 on April 3
offered the communities of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood an opportunity
to hear directly from the four candi-
dates for the Board of Education on
a variety of topics.

The candidates for the three Scotch
Plains seats up for election this year
are Theresa Larkin (incumbent and
Board President),  Ava R. McNamara,
Linda Nelson, and Thomas Russo
(incumbent).

The program at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
opened with candidates’ prepared
responses to scripted questions from
the program’s sponsor, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher As-
sociation Council, and another
scripted question from the high
school’s Junior Statesmen Associa-
tion (JSA).

However, it was the questions from
the public that tested candidates’
knowledge of the district and pre-
paredness for board service. They
cut to the heart of what is important
to those 60-plus residents who took
the time to hear the candidates face-
to-face.

Myrna Wasserman of the Westfield
Area League of Women Voters served
as moderator for the evening, while
members of the JSA kept time.

Craig Allen of Scotch Plains asked
each candidate which goal would be
more important to them: to trim the
budget with the aim to lower taxes or
to raise the budget to allow for more
teachers and programs.

Mrs. McNamara replied, “I would
look to trim fat where it is, and to
spend where you need to spend.”

“We have a budget as lean as can
be,” countered Mrs. Larkin, who
pointed to things like a 10 percent
increase in the cost of gas and oper-
ating buses as evidence there are
little places to trim fat.

Mr. Russo explained that the ad-
ministration does not come to the
board with a “lengthy wish list of
items.”

“As a board,” he said, “it’s our
obligation to trim to retain some
control over the level of tax increase.”

While Mrs. Nelson “would like to
cut and develop quality education
programs that would not cost that
much,” she sees the district “strug-
gling to keep up.”

All four candidates declared their
support for the proposed 2000-2001
budget, and agreed that the second
questions on building maintenance,
technology and a new elementary
world language program reflect

needed items for the district.
Gail Moser of Fanwood asked can-

didates how they would reconcile
discrepancies between recommen-
dations from the administration and
public sentiment.

Mrs. Nelson stated, “That’s the
hard part of being a board member.
Most people assume they elect you
and you’ll do what they want you to
do. You listen to the professionals;
you listen to the public; you listen to
what common sense says. You have
to make the decision for yourself.”

“The role of the board is to weigh
information from the
administration...and listen to the con-

Three Candidates, Including Write-In, Vying
For Two Seats on Mountainside School Board

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — In what
started out as an uncontested cam-
paign by two incumbents for two
available three-year terms in the
Mountainside Board of Education
has evolved into a hotly contested
campaign by three candidates.

Incumbent Frank Geiger, write-in
newcomer, Marybeth Schaumberg
and previous BOE member, Patricia
Knodel, replacing incumbent Linda
Esemplare are the candidates at the
center of a controversial election.

In what some Mountainside resi-
dents have labeled as improper pro-
cedure, Mrs. Knodel, who was a
BOE member for 26 years, but was
defeated by BOE member Richard
Goggi in 1999, filed her bid for can-
didacy just under the deadline of
February 28, immediately after board
member Linda Esemplare privately
informed her friend, that she was
dropping out of the race.

The accusations of impropriety
accuse Mrs. Esemplare and Mrs.
Knodel of circumventing the demo-
cratic process by not notifying the
board in a timely fashion before the
deadline, which did not give other
candidates an opportunity to get their
names printed on the ballot.

Mrs. Esemplare has publicly ad-
mitted to hand delivering an applica-
tion for candidacy to Mrs. Knodel
and encouraged her to submit her bid
for the seat, just minutes prior to the
deadline.

Mrs. Esemplare and Mrs. Knodel
deny any implication of wrong doing

in their actions.
In her election literature, write-in

candidate Marybeth Schaumberg
states that she is running, in part,
because, “in the spirit of the demo-
cratic process, this town deserves a
choice.”

Mrs. Schaumberg told The
Westfield Leader and The Times that
the voters defeated Mrs. Knodel in
1999 for good reasons and the last
minute switch was unethical and
undemocratic.

On April 4th, during a “Meet the
Candidates Night,” held at
Mountainside’s Deerfield Elemen-
tary School Auditorium,
Mountainside residents were given
an opportunity to ask the candidates
questions and to hear their positions
on the issues.

This year’s forum could not be
sponsored by the League of Women
Voters because there were only two
official uncontested candidates on
the ballot, and the League only spon-
sors forums in which there are offi-
cial contesting candidates.

This year’s hosts were Geri
Greenburg, Vice President of the
Mountainside Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation and the Reverend Dr. Chris-
topher Bellden from the Community
Presbyterian Church.

Each candidate was given three
minutes for an opening statement,
followed by questions from the audi-
ence and finishing with a five-minute
closing statement from each candi-
date. Audience members were given
the option of directing their question
at one candidate or all three.

In her opening statement, Mrs.
Knodel enumerated her extensive
experience as Chairwomen of every
major Committee on the BOE, as
well as her active role in many other
community and civic organizations.

Mrs. Knodel spent eight years on
the Educational Services Commis-
sion, 15 years as delegate to the New
Jersey School Board Association,
eight years on the Legislative Com-
mittee of the New Jersey School
Boards Association and four years as
an appointee at the national level for
the Seventh Congressional District.
She was also a teacher and mother to
eight Deerfield graduates.

Mrs. Knodel cited improving tech-
nology, maintaining small class-
rooms, hiring qualified teachers, de-
veloping language arts and quality
programs for the handicapped, while
also reducing taxes, as the major
focus of her goals. She defended her
right to represent those residents who
do not have children in the school
system as needing representation on
the BOE.

In his opening statement, Mr. Gei-
ger cited his nine years on the BOE
and 10 years on the PTA as a part of
this qualifications. Mr. Geiger was
board President for four years and is
currently the board’s representative
to the Berkeley Heights BOE. He
was also actively involved in draft-
ing the Strategic Plan.

Among her qualifications, Mrs.
Schaumberg cited her active role in
the PTA, serving as Chairwomen of
several committees. She has been
New Parent Liaison, Co-Chairwoman
for the Spring Festival and Chair-
woman of the Hospitality Commit-
tee. In addition, she was involved in
all three phases of the Strategic Plan-
ning process while serving on the
Strategic Planning Council. She has
also served on the State of the Com-
munity Committee and the Action
Plan Committee for Partnerships.

Mrs. Schaumberg stated that in
lieu of her lack of experience on the
BOE, she has a strong commitment
to the town of Mountainside and
very strong ties to the community
and to the school system, including
three children, two of whom attend
Deerfield.

Deer Path Resident Scott Schmedel
questioned Mrs. Knodel regarding
her “special” representation of resi-
dents without children.

“Shouldn’t you be representing all
of the residents of the community
and not just this special group,” Mr.
Schmedel asked.

In response, Mrs. Knodel explained
that she represents all of the commu-
nity, but that people who do not have
children in the school system, also
have a right to representation on the
board and that her candidacy has
been criticized because she no longer

has children in the school system.
Mrs. Schaumberg responded that

she does not agree with the mentality
that different groups need different
representation on the board, and that
“anyone on the board should repre-
sent everyone.”

Route 22 resident Gene Osieja
questioned the candidates on their
position regarding the future possi-
bility of mandated public pre-K.

Mr. Geiger expressed that the state
was leaning toward public school
participation in a pre-K program for
three- and four-year olds and that he
supports looking into how it can be
worked into the current building
space.

Mrs. Knodel disagreed with pub-
lic school involvement in a pre-K
program. She cited that state law
mandates that the state be respon-
sible for educating children ages 5 -
18 and the Supreme Courts have no
business mandating a change in that
law, without the State Legislature
first voting for it.

Mrs. Knodel also expressed that
she felt that young children should
spend as much time with their moth-
ers in these early years as possible.

Mrs. Schaumberg stated that man-
dated pre-school was likely to come
and that there has been success in
those districts that have already in-
stituted programs. She believes that
there are very few families, working
or stay at home mothers, who do not
take advantage of the enormous ben-
efits that pre-school can offer young
children in terms of socialization
skills.

She stated that the most forward-
thinking approach would be to make
accommodations to prepare for this.

Mr. Geiger added that the mandate
would be for public schools to offer
pre-school programs, not mandatory
attendance on the part of families.

Police Chief James Debbie asked
the candidates how they felt about
the proposed expansion of Deerfield
or the possibility of upgrading and
using former Beechwood School
building.

Mr. Geiger stated that upgrading
Beechwood, which may not be up to
state code, would be a much more
expensive, if not an impossible alter-
native. He was also certain that
Mountainside residents didn’t want
to see their school system reduced to
offering “art-on-a-cart” or “music-
on-a-tray” due to lack of space. For
this reason, he was in favor of ex-
panding and renovating Deerfield to
construct the needed space.

Mrs. Knodel stated that she has no
strong opinion on this matter until
she was able to see what the ad hoc
committee formed to study this mat-
ter had to say. She also added that
Beechwood was currently being uti-

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-8

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES…Candidates for seats on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education gathered on April 3 to discuss the issues
facing the school district during the Candidates Forum sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher Association Council. Pictured, left to right,
are: Board President and incumbent Theresa Larkin, Ava McNamara, Linda
Nelson and incumbent Thomas Russo. Standing behind the candidates is Myrna
Wasserman of the League of Women Voter who moderated the event.

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-8
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

NOW

ON
LY

Your Environmental Headquarters

� 6.0hp Toro GTS® engine guaranteed to start on
the first or second pull or Toro fixes it FREE!

� Single-speed, self-propelled system

� Includes rear bag with Bag On Demand �
allows mulching or bagging at the flip of  a lever

� Patented Recycler cutting system mulches for
a healthy and beautiful lawn. Side discharge
also included

� Lightweight steel deck

� Two-year full warranty

www.etpetersen.com

Mod. 20021

$ 399 TORO® RECYCLER SELF-PROPEL MOWER

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on April 3,
2000 memorialized the following Board ac-
tion of March 6, 2000 re:

JOSEPH SCALZADONNA,
TRAILS END COURT, SEEK-
ING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SUBDIVISION – ap-
proved.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T – The Leader, Fee: $ 12.24

SP Council Adopts
$17 Million Budget
With Flat Tax Levy

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader The Times

By a unanimous vote Tuesday
night, the Scotch Plains Township
Council adopted its 2000 budget, a
$17.006 million spending plan that
contains no local property tax in-
crease for municipal government
services and activities.

Unlike last year, when the Demo-
cratic-controlled council, in the face
of public criticism, first considered a
6.5 percent tax hike and then ulti-
mately approved, along party lines, a
5.5 percent increase, this year’s bud-

get hearing lasted not three hours, as
it did in 1999, but a mere 25 minutes.

Republicans, now in control of the
governing body, trumpeted the lack
of a tax hike, with Mayor Martin L.
Marks saying the township’s $2.7
million surplus could be safely used
to offset the need for higher property
taxes.

During last year’s budget debate,
Mr. Marks and his Republican col-
league, Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., had called for a zero
tax increase and favored using more
of last year’s record $3.2 million
surplus in a similar manner.

“What it boils down to,” the Mayor
said on Tuesday night, “is what is an
appropriate level of surplus?” He felt
last year’s level “was just too high.
It’s the taxpayers’ money. It doesn’t
belong in the government’s coffers.”
He added his belief that this year’s
$2.7 million surplus should also be
lower.

One aspect of the budget debate
during the past two years has been
whether the township would be able
to sufficiently regenerate its surplus.
Mayor Marks pointed out that a year
ago, the 1999 surplus was estimated
at $3.05 million; once the final cal-
culations were made late last year,
that figure had grown to $3.2 mil-
lion.

“The surplus always regenerates
at a higher level than originally pro-
jected,” he said.

“We always do better than we think
we’re going to do in terms of replen-
ishment,” Councilman McClintock
stated, noting that this year’s $2.7
million surplus figure was the sec-
ond-highest in township history. As
for the zero tax increase, he said that
“this year, we’re bringing the tax rate
back to reality.”

The third Republican on the coun-
cil, Frank P. Rossi, said he felt that
“carrying a surplus in excess of 20
percent of our budget is unneces-
sary” and said the 2000 spending
program, which is slightly more than
2 percent higher than last year’s bud-
get, “is fiscally sound.”

The council’s two Democrats,
while both voting for passage,
claimed the zero tax hike was the
result of the difficult choices they
had made a year ago. Councilwoman
Geri M. Samuel, who, as Mayor last
year, had pushed for the unpopular
tax increase, said, “if we hadn’t
planned as well as we did last year,
we wouldn’t be in this position to-
day.”

Her fellow Democrat, Tarquin Jay
Bromley, said the lack of a tax in-
crease was “the right thing to do” this
year, considering the looming boost
in education taxes and other related
spending stemming from the need to
solve the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district’s overcrowding prob-
lem.

But he defended the 1999 council’s
actions, saying the township had been
faced with some $900,000 of state-
mandated, non-discretionary fund-
ing increases, as well as $140,000 in
expenditures that the 1998 council
“had deferred onto the back of last
year’s council.”

“The only way we’re here tonight,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE A-7
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Crazy Bonus Minutes

132 East Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

AT&T Advantage Plus Plan

©2000 AT&T. Credit approval required. AT&T Advantage Plus Plans required a one-year contract and a Digital multi-network phone and a subscription to AT&T Wireless Services long distance. $25 activation fee promotion is available to new activations only on AT&T Advantage Plus Plans $29.99 monthly
and above for the first 6 months of service. Promotional minutes apply only to airtime used in your home calling area, applicable long distance charges additional. Domestic calls only. Airtime for each call is measured in full minutes and rounded up to the next full minute. Included and promotional minutes
cannot be carried over to any other month. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Included minutes are for airtime only. Out-of-bucket minutes range from 43 to 60 cents each. Wireless long distance and roaming charges may apply and are set forth in your calling plan.
Coverage available in most areas. Other charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Digital PCS features not available in all areas. Full terms and conditions are contained in the AT&T Wireless Services Guide, Rate Sheet or Calling Plan brochures. Promotional offer expires March 31, 2000 and may not be
combined with any other promotional offer. Other restrictions may apply. Rate plan package must be purchased if requesting additional $9.99 per month 100 nights & weekend minutes. See store for details.

Visit Our Virtual Store for All Your Communication Needs
www.cellsig.com

Free – Caller ID •  Call Waiting • Voicemail • Call Forwarding • Text Messaging

1000 Night & Weekend Minutes
Only $9.99* Additional
Per Month

+200
+200

+500
+500
+500

$99
Pagers

Complete
1 Year
Service

FREE
• Phone
• Case
• Car Charger
• Hands Free Headset*

*with new activation

For questions or additional information please call (908) 654-0553 or (908) 233-5307

Attention all Residents:

Bowcraft Amusement Parks is planning
an expansion that includes plans for

A WATERSLIDE AND WATERPARK

PUBLIC NOTICE

~� A substantial increase in traffic, congestion and accidents in
and around the surrounding area and neighborhoods and on
Route 22 itself. Increases in automobile, N.J. transit and pedes-
trian traffic are all areas of  consideration.

� Quality of Life issues including the substantial increases in Noise
Pollution and Litter.

� Increases in the demands, and the associated costs, upon all
Emergency Services including the Police and Volunteer Rescue
Squad. The  possible lack of  availability and increase in response
time of  these services to the general public.

� The impact on the image &  feeling of  the entire community.

� The impact and potential decrease in property values in the sur-
rounding communities. A local Realtor has strongly stated that
the proposed changes �will have a dramatic impact on residen-
tial property values.�

If you are unable to attend this meeting, you may still participate by completing this cou-
pon and mailing it to: BOWCRAFT EXPANSION MEETING, 107 GLENSIDE AVE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076.

NAME: ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

PHONE: ______________________________________________________

I am unable to attend the meeting on Thursday, May 4 but I want to register my (SUP-

PORT / OPPOSITION) to the proposed expansion of Bowcraft Amusement Park.
(circle one)

(optional)

MAY 4 � 7:00pm
Scotch Plains Municipal Building 430 Park Ave

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

Greg McDermott Highlights His Background
In Announcing Bid for Westfield Mayor’s Seat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — From soccer and
baseball coach to Town Councilman
to Westfield Mayor. That is the road
that Gregory S. McDermott has set
for himself this year.

First elected to the Town Council
to represent Westfield’s first ward in
1997 and re-elected this past No-
vember, Mr. McDermott, a Republi-
can, announced in an exclusive inter-
view with The Westfield Leader that
he will be running for Mayor this
year. Democratic Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim announced his intentions to
seek a third two-year term in Febru-
ary.

“When you look at our mayors
over the last 10 years, I am actually
in a very unique position,” Mr.
McDermott stated. He feels that he
can relate to many segments of the
community and act as a unifying
force.

Mr. McDermott and his wife, An-
drea, have children in the schools.
He coaches baseball and soccer for
his kids’ teams. Through his parents,
he has many senior citizen friends.

Mr. McDermott noted that in con-
trast, current Mayor Jardim and his
wife, Karen, are just starting their
family. They have one small child
and a second on the way. Previous
Mayor Garland “Bud” Boothe’s chil-
dren were grown by the time he
became mayor. Prior to that, Mayor
Richard H. Bagger was not married
at the time he was mayor in 1991.

“I can actually cover kids, parents
and seniors all at the same time,” Mr.
McDermott said.

The candidate has coached his kids’
baseball and soccer teams including
several years as a division director
for the town’s soccer league. He is in
line again to be a director of one of
soccer divisions this spring. Mr.
McDermott’s wife, Andrea, is active
with the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra.

Mr. McDermott’s father, Frank X.
McDermott, is a former state Sena-
tor, Senate President and Assembly-
man. He has served as Chairman of
the Union County Republican Com-
mittee since 1989.

Looking at the segments of the
population he can reach, Mr.
McDermott said the Republican Party
in Westfield “has not had a person in
my time and stage of life right now,
in a long time”.

The councilman views the mayor’s

position as one requiring leadership
in promoting consensus on the coun-
cil. He said as mayor he would have
to be able to utilize good communi-

of monthly garbage bills while also
taking the paper out of the waste
stream.

The committee also worked to help

Noting that the business district
and town as a whole have become
“extremely vibrant,” Mr. McDermott
noted, “I think we are at a crossroads
now where we have to go to the next
level. And I think that’s what we are
trying to do right now.”

Mr. McDermott also served five
years on the Union County Improve-
ment Authority including a term as
Chairman. He noted that during his
time on the board, the authority
brought back the County’s capital
improvement program; worked with
the City of Linden on the develop-
ment of the Linden Airport prop-
erty, and worked to provide re-fi-
nancing for Union County College
to free up capital that has been used
on major improvements to the cam-
puses.

Professionally, the councilman is
a Vice President with Drew & Rogers,
a Fairfield-based printing distribu-
tor/broker which handles accounts
ranging from commercial printing to
business and electronic forms and
implementing various work systems.
He has been with the company for 18
years.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Business Administration from
Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania.

Growing up on Massachusetts
Street, Mr. McDermott has lived in
town all but three years of his life.
Living in town the past 14 years, he
currently resides on Lawrence Av-
enue with his wife and four children.

cation and  people skills as well as
listen to others. These skills and abili-
ties he has developed in his years in
sales for a commercial printing com-
pany.

“As the mayor you’ve got to be
able to lead and you’ve got to be able
to take on this responsibility,” he
said.

During his tenure on the council,
Mr. McDermott has chaired the Solid
Waste Committee which has worked
on delivering a cost effective spring
residential household cleanup pro-
gram. Mr. McDermott helped bring
the Blue Machine sidewalk cleaning
to the downtown.

Currently, the committee is look-
ing to set up designated sites in the
downtown for recycling of corru-
gated paper as part of this year’s
recycling contract. He said remov-
ing corrugated paper from the gar-
bage bills of downtown merchants
will help reduce a major component

privatize trash collection from down-
town sidewalk trash containers. He
also serves on the Parking, Transpor-
tation and Traffic Committee as well
as the Public Safety and Town Prop-
erty Committees.

Mr. McDermott also serves as
council liaison to the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the entity that
governs the town’s special improve-
ment district.

Opponents of Proposed Bank, Pharmacy on Park Place Diner Site
Voice Objections to Proposed Sunday Drive-Through  Window Hours

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A continu-
ance of the Park Place Restaurant
site application for two use variances
was heard by the Scotch Plains Board
of Adjustment at their regular
monthly meeting on April 6.

More than 50 residents appeared
before the board to object to the
application to redevelop the parcel
of land on the corner of Martine
Avenue at 1900 Raritan Road by Site
Development, Inc.-based in Mount
Laurel. The site, which is currently
the location of the Park Place Family
Restaurant, as well as a one-and-half
story house, is located in an R-1
residential zone.

The application proposes to de-
molish the current restaurant and
existing house and replace it with
two separate buildings, a 3,649 square
foot Commerce Bank, with four
drive-through lanes and a 10,125
square-foot CVS Pharmacy, with one
drive-through lane on the 2.5 acre
parcel of land.

If the use variances are approved,
then the applicant will need to apply
for several site variances, at separate
hearings, for the front location of the
parking lots, less than allowable set-
back and signage in the R-1 residen-
tial zone.

Most of the objections raised by
area residents, at the first meeting as
well as during the April 6 meeting
concerned the extended hours of
operation for the proposed bank, in-
cluding Sunday drive-through win-
dow hours and a 24 hour/seven-day
week ATM machine. Other objec-
tions included traffic congestion,
glaring lights, litter, crime and de-
valuation of property values in the
surrounding neighborhood.

The lawyer on behalf of the appli-
cant, Bruce Edington of Newark told
the board that they had five, possibly
six more witnesses to testify, includ-
ing a Commerce Bank representa-
tive, a CVS operations manager, a
Real Estate developer, a traffic ex-
pert, a professional planner and an
engineer, if needed. The testimony
of the engineer was optional, if the
board requested his expertise.

The five-hour meeting, which com-
menced at 7 p.m. and didn’t end until
midnight, only permitted the testi-
mony of the bank representative, the
CVS operations manager and the
Real Estate developer, and the other
witnesses were expected to be heard
at a meeting scheduled for last night,
April 12.

Commerce Bank’s Senior Vice
President, Kevin Gillen, testified
before the board concerning the site
acquisition criteria, which his com-
pany looks for when choosing a site
to locate Commerce Bank branches.

A minimum of one acre, high vis-
ibility, good traffic flow, density of
population and over-extended com-
petition were some of the factors that
made this parcel of land an ideal site
for a branch, according to Mr. Gillen.

He also stated that there were ap-

proximately 18,000 people within a
mile-and-a-half radius surrounding
the site, which also afforded this
location with a good opportunity for
a new branch to succeed. He said that
in researching the other banks in the
area, he determined that many of the
other banks were over capacity and
could not handle their existing cus-
tomer-base.

He also stated that this branch
would mainly serve the needs of the
immediate community.

Several residents pointed out Mr.
Gillen’s contradiction, that if Com-
merce Bank selected this site based
on good traffic flow, then they were
attempting to attract business from
out-of-town and not intending to
serve just the needs of the immediate
community.

Mr. Gillen also testified that the
extended bank hours would allow for
a more sparsely distributed customer
access rate, which would not result
in any traffic increases for the area.
On-line banking and a 24 hour ATM
would also insure that customer visi-
tations to the bank would be more
evenly distributed throughout the
week. And, customers of Commerce
Banks frequently use their debit cards
at other sites more often than other
bank customers, resulting in less traf-
fic to the site, Mr. Gillen added.

Board of Adjustment alternate
member Irene Schmidt questioned
Mr. Gillen regarding the relationship
between CVS and Commerce Bank.
Mr. Gillen stated that the relation-
ship was to provide customers with a
convenient, one-stop shopping and
banking location, which was benefi-
cial for both the customers and the
store’s viability.

Mrs. Schmidt remarked that this
intensification may be more benefi-
cial for the bank, but not necessarily
for the neighborhood.

Board member, T. Livolsi asked Mr.
Gillen to comment on the sustainability
of the branch, especially in lieu of
customers utilizing on-line banking
more frequently. Mr. Gillen stated that
customers would still desire to con-
duct face-to-face banking in a real
building for some of their banking
needs and that PC banking merely
gave bankers another choice, but was
not a complete replacement.

Mr. Gillen also stated that of the
127 New Jersey Commerce branches,
none had closed.

Ms. Schmidt questioned whether
Mr. Gillen’s population estimate of
18,000 in a mile-and-a-half radius
could be accurate, considering that
there were only 23,000 people in the
entire town and only 11,280 people
on the south side. Mr. Gillen stated
that the mile-and-a-half radius, which
covers seven and half square miles
included areas outside of Scotch
Plains that may be more densely
populated.

Board member Ken Anderson
asked Mr. Gillen how many cars
were stacked in the drive-through
lanes on a typical day and at peak
hours. Mr. Gillen replied that during

the peak hours of 7:30 a.m. to 8:30
a.m., a total of 20 cars, which in-
cluded parked cars as well as drive-
through cars, were the maximum
expected.

Several area residents voiced their
concerns that Commerce Bank’s
Chief Executive Officer, Vernon Hill,

was also Site Development’s chief
share holder and operator, which they
considered to be an improper rela-
tionship.

Raritan Road resident Neil
Piscitelli stated that this was an un-
ethical business practice, if this was
true, because that meant that Site

Development did not care if the site
was ideal or if the businesses were
sustainable, since Mr. Hill stood to
make a profit no matter what the
outcome.

Several residents asked Mr. Gillen
to verify whether other Commerce
Bank’s and CVS combinations ex-

isted in other residential zones. Mr.
Gillen said that this was proprietary
information as several contracts were
pending in other towns.

Highlander resident Richard Fried-
man stated that he was an attorney
and insisted that there was no reason

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SEEKING TO MOVE UP...Westfield First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, second from left, has announced his candidacy for Mayor. He is
shown here during last fall’s Republican victory in Town Council races. Also
pictured, from left, are Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Fourth Ward
Councilwoman Janis Fried Weinstein and Second Ward Councilwoman Mat-
thew P. Albano.

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-7
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FILIBUSTER
Those southern U.S. Senators who

engaged in filibuster tactics to defeat
Civil Rights Bills were, figuratively
speaking, like pirates of old. Their
primary weapon was the use of non-
stop speeches which effectively lim-
ited opposition debate and often pre-
vented a vote.

The senator-pirate metaphor is not
too far fetched, because the word
filibuster is derived from an old Dutch
word vrijbuiter, which literally means
“a free plunderer, or pirate.”

The English version, filibuster, was
first used in the 16th century to de-
scribe English and French privateers
(pirates) who preyed upon Spanish
treasure ships in Caribbean waters,
an area then known as the Spanish
Main.

The first time that the delaying
tactics of the filibuster was used in a
political sense was during the sena-
torial debate over the Kansas Ne-
braska Act of 1854. The use of Sen-
ate Rule 22, which allows unlimited
debate, has declined sharply in re-
cent years, and the use of the filibus-
ter has declined with it.

Wanted: Interested, Informed Voters
For Local School Elections April 18

For the past six weeks, school board hopefuls in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside
have been promoting their candidacies in prepara-
tion for next week’s school board elections. But of
equal, if not even greater, importance is Tuesday’s
vote on the budgets in the various local school
districts.

It is wrong for people to show up at the polls angry,
ready to defeat a budget just because they are fed up
with the amount they pay in taxes overall. They
should come to the polls informed and ready to make
a decision based on the facts, not emotion.

A school budget vote should be based on whether
a resident believes a budget is prudent in its spending
practices and addresses present and future needs of
a school system. Residents need to take a closer look
at news stories, attend public meetings and review
other pertinent information available about the school
budgets including the detailed actual spending plans,
which are published in this newspaper as legal
notices and outlined in stories.

School budgets are the only part of local property
taxes on which voters have direct say. Residents are
allowed to comment during public hearings on the
municipal and Union County budgets, but the elected
officials ultimately decide their fate.

Because of the importance of the school budget,
we suggest either more of an effort should be made
to inform all voters of the significance of casting a
vote on school election day or just move the election
to November. One school official told us that if that
were to happen the municipal budget tax levy should
also be included on the ballot. We have no problem
with that.

The state also should consider picking up a bigger
piece of the school tab to help reduce local tax levies
that have the potential of making much of New
Jersey prohibitively high for potential homeowners.
School districts should also have more leeway to
raise revenues.

The Town of Westfield, for instance, has been able
to build up surpluses of over $3 million and a sale of
town land account of more than $5 million. These
numbers have kept the town’s tax increases modest
over the past few years. A school board, however,
cannot hold onto a surplus amount that exceeds 6
percent of its total spending plan.

The only other alternative to the current school
elections would be to remove the budget from the
election process altogether and require the full state
legislature approval on increases over the state man-
dated cap.

As far as the election for school board members
goes, this year there are five candidates for three
seats on the Westfield Board of Education and one

candidate for an unexpired term. Four candidates are
vying for three seats on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
board. In Mountainside, two candidates are seeking
two seats, with a write-in candidate also vying for a
spot.

Interest in school elections, in general, has been
waning over the years, with a bleak turnout of between
10 and 15 percent of the voters at the polls to cast
votes. We believe there are reasons for voter apathy.
First of all, the election is held in April and during the
hours of 2 to 9 p.m., certainly times not convenient for
those trekking into New York City daily. Mostly,
voters are presented with little choice in the election
issues. Often, there are too few candidates other than
those hand-picked by the system. The budget is
presented as a take it or leave it proposition. “Either
pass it or hurt our children.” Some people seem to be
afraid to say what they really think, or they have
simply given up in frustration.

Also, the press has given little coverage to school
board races over the years, mainly due to the often
straightforward campaigns that lack interesting is-
sues often associated with national and state and
even municipal campaigns.

If there is not some big bonded project placed
before voters, most daily papers deem the issue of
school elections not front page news. We see school
boards as perhaps our most important elective body.
They have been given the huge task of directing not
only education policies but the curriculum that will
impact the lives of our children into the future. They
also control the biggest slice of our tax dollar.

Another common thought is that if you don’t have
children in the public school system you should have
no interest in school elections. The education of our
young people should be all of our concern, not just
those most impacted by the local school systems. A
high turnout on school election day should be con-
sidered a positive thing, not negative.

Society must support education for our young
people. The questions are who is best to handle the
job of guiding the local school districts and whether
local tax dollars are being used in the best possible
way to ensure our kids receive a top notch, well-
rounded education and in the best conducive learn-
ing environment. Those questions are best answered
by voters on Tuesday.

Some say that performance of the public education
system in the state and in the nation has hit a barrier
because of diminishing educational results and con-
stantly rising costs. Is it time to think and operate
outside of the bubble?

If this is the case, this is a question that must be
examined every day and by everyone until it’s re-
solved –  for the sake of our children.

Deadlines
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Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
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Letters to the Editor

SPF Soccer Assoc. Endorses Passage
Of Question Funding Field Repair

On April 18, the residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood will have the oppor-
tunity to vote on the annual school bud-
get and three separate questions. One of
the questions would authorize improve-
ments in school fire detection systems.
There is also $73,000 in this question
which is to be allocated for renovations
and repairs to three athletic fields at the
SP-F High School/Evergreen complex.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Soccer
Association endorses the passage of this
question. The passage of this question
will provide improvements to our public

school athletic fields. This commitment
to these athletic fields will benefit all of
the youth of our communities.

Those of use who care about youth
athletics support the board’s decision to
take this step in upgrading and repairing
our fields. We urge the residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood to do the
same.

Gordon Moser
President

Scotch Plains Fanwood Soccer
Association

Resident Hopes Mtsde. School Board
Keeps Positive Working Relationship

Letters to the Editor

With the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation election almost upon us, it is quite
worthwhile to take a look at the current
board and the candidates.

At this time, the Mountainside Board
of Education and the teachers are work-
ing well together. This type of positive
working relationship should always be
one of the goals of a successful school
board.

Sharing the common goal of improv-
ing the school by developing new educa-
tional programs to challenge the stu-
dents is a necessity.

Recently, the board of education voted
for a full-day kindergarten program for
the next school year. The three kinder-
garten teachers, as well as many parents
applauded this change. Having two sons
in the kindergarten class now, I can
easily see the benefits of such a change.

I was stunned by recent comments
made by board candidate Patricia Knodel.
Mrs. Knodel stated that she thought that
the time our kindergarten students spend
in school should be decreased rather
than increased!

The state has mandated goals for kin-
dergarten students to meet prior to their
promotion to the first grade level. These
goals, as well as others, can be better met
through the increase in classroom time
that the board has now approved. With
both board and teacher agreement on
this, Mrs. Knodel’s position stands out
as being quite alien with this upcoming
positive change.

Mrs. Knodel has stated that she be-
lieves that full-day kindergarten only

benefits the working mothers. Clearly,
the full-day kindergarten program was
not approved to satisfy the working par-
ents! The Deerfield School already pro-
vides an after-care program for such
after school needs.

Perhaps Mrs. Knodel is unaware of
this well-received program? Perhaps
Mrs. Knodel is not aware of the docu-
mented benefits of full-day kindergarten
programs? Mrs. Knodel, have you ob-
served the kindergarten program at
Deerfield School within the last several
years?

The decision to implement a full-day
kindergarten program was not one that
was made without great consideration.
Being jointly welcomed by the board of
education, the kindergarten teachers, and
many parents, should speak volumes.
Obviously, it does not speak such vol-
umes to Mrs. Knodel.

The Deerfield School is currently
moving in a positive direction. The board
of education is working in a harmonious
manner with the school faculty and ad-
ministration. I urge the voting residents
of Mountainside to cast their votes on
April 18. Deerfield School should be
one for other schools to emulate. There
is no room for antiquated thinking on a
positive school board, such as ours. Mrs
Knodel’s resounding defeat in last year’s
school board election was a loud and
clear message sent by this community.
Why did Mrs. Knodel not hear it?

Kimberly B. Hain
Mountainside

Letters to
the Editor

Talk of Town Arts Facility Seems
‘Disingenuous’ to Westfield Resident

Westfield Residents Asks Council
To Study Issues Affecting Deck

McGinn School PTA
Executive Board
Endorses Budget

At our April meeting, the Executive
Board of the McGinn PTA voted to
support the proposed 2000-2001 school
budget. We urge all members of our
two communities to vote “yes” on April
18. Polling places are open from 2 to 9
p.m.

Passage of the budget and subse-
quent questions will insure the survival
of programs and curriculum presently
in place and also allow for growth in
areas of safety, technology and elemen-
tary curriculum.

Joanne Carbone
Corresponding Secretary
William J. McGinn PTA

Recent reports indicate that the
Westfield Board of Education and Town
Council have entered into “quiet talks”
to establish an “Arts Facility” at the Elm
Street Administration building.

This seems disingenuous on the part
of the Board of Education and a thinly
veiled attempt to keep administrative
offices at the building when to move
them to Lincoln School and to sell the
Elm Street property would enable pre-
cious revenues to flow for our children
to the classrooms.

This is important in view of finite
revenue sources, budget caps and a real
need to reduce administrative costs now
approaching 25 percent of the budget.

With hundreds more students in the
elementary grades than there are class-
rooms at Westfield High School, it seems
eminently sensible to build a third story
onto Westfield High School, to move the
administrative offices to Lincoln School,
where, except for maintenance (for which
solutions were found) Superintendent
Foley has said they would “fit nicely”
and to sell the Elm Street property (lot
18) in a strong real estate market. For
two years, a concerted effort has been
made to propose this and to provide real
assistance and support.

In Westfield, a town notably short of
commercial ratables, the homeowners
have a strong preference to keep finan-
cial resources close to the students. Past
sacrifices were made for economic rea-
sons. School buildings were closed, pro-
grams were eliminated and curriculum
choices were reduced.

Now, we have a chance to restore
some of these. For example, field trips
can be resumed; other districts never
eliminated them. Science labs can be
renovated, this not having been done for
decades. The use of portable classrooms
can be discontinued.

The siphoning of revenues from
Westfield’s classrooms is due in part to

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz and forwarded to The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
Before the council makes a decision

on the construction of one or more park-
ing decks in Westfield, it seems prudent
to investigate a number of items. Several
questions come to mind regarding num-
bers, the first being the accuracy of the
present count of people on the waiting
list. It is possible that some of these
names could be removed for various
reasons.

An in-person registration including
proof of residency would be one way to
verify the count. Those on the list could
be notified by mail and in public an-
nouncements. This would in no way
change any resident’s present status on
the list, and a reasonable time should be
allowed for conformity. This works well
for the town pool, and the same system
could be used for annual re-registration
of permit holders.

Another question concerns the num-
ber of Central Business District employ-
ees. Has a true census been taken to
determine their numbers? Employers
could be given simple forms for employ-
ees, who would only need to indicate if
they drive to work, and state their days
and hours of employment.

A third question relates to the number
of regular commuters presently requir-

ing parking. This is a critical number
because it represents all-day parking.
The count should indicate the proportion
of daily and part-time commuters.

The last numbers question is in regard
to funding. What will be the cost to
taxpayers for building and maintaining
the proposed deck, or decks? This is of
interest to all homeowners and should be
explored fully before making an expen-
diture of $2 million or more. If we are
talking about quality of life, there may
be better uses for a sum that large; a
recreation center for teens comes to mind.

Finally, I would ask that the council
study all the ramifications of this pro-
posal. These include the impact on traf-
fic patterns, effects on the environment,
and consideration of the aesthetics of the
town we all love.

Catherine Mulholland
Westfield

Jubilee Taught Students
Patience and Teamwork

As a fourth grade teacher at Jefferson
Elementary School, I have had the op-
portunity to teach many talented, intelli-
gent, and caring children. I know that I
am fortunate to work in a district where
children are our number one priority.
Their academic and social growth are
nurtured and developed through the team-
work of parents and teachers.

On Friday, March 24, I witnessed a
production that was on par with Broad-
way or at least Off Broadway. The
Jefferson School Jubilee was incredible
- not because the music was great or the
costumes terrific, but because the chil-
dren learned patience, teamwork, and
were given the opportunity to show off
their many talents. Boys and girls
complimented each other and cheered
each act, and they were proud of
everyone’s participation.

I know that much work was put into
this production. The scenery, the music,
the dancing, the lighting, and all the
other elements of the Jubilee took much
effort and many hours of planning. The
parents worked together to create magic.

Congratulations to the producers and
directors and to all who made the
Jefferson School Jubilee come to life.
They made lots of people smile!

Claudia J. Andreski
Fourth Grade Teacher

Jefferson Elementary School

Westfield Board of Health Says
Paper’s Editorial ‘Misses the Mark’

our being such a generous host to Union
County, the most recent loss of revenue
occurring when the county moved into
the former Commerce Clearing House.

Facilities can be consolidated by not
renewing the lease at Lincoln School
and moving the administrative offices
there as well as locating administrators
throughout other school buildings as most
other districts do.

The sale of the Elm Street building
can be a real benefit for both our town
and the education of our children. Ex-
amples of successful conversion of
school buildings to more viable uses can
be seen at 515 Trinity Place in Westfield
and Cleveland Plaza in Cranford.

When we consider the idea of an “Arts
Facility,” we must remember we have
nine arts facilities in Westfield and they
are in need of renovation and repair.
These nine facilities are used by the
young people of Westfield every day
and are certainly available for town use
after school hours.

Who asked for, or even needs an “Arts
Facility” when we have unmet educa-
tional needs, shabby facilities and work
to be done with meeting the needs of
increasing student enrollment? Where is
the provision for public input? Why pur-
sue this vague civic notion on the backs
of Westfield’s students? No wonder the
talks between the Board of Education
and Town Council are “quiet.”

Joanne Hone
Westfield

The March 23 editorial (The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood) regarding water fluoridation
misses the mark. As your previous news
articles on this subject have noted, the

drinking water in Westfield is already
naturally fluoridated. According to the
Elizabethtown Water Company, the
water has a fluoride level between 0.1 to
1 part per million. Because this overlaps
the therapeutic range of supplemental
fluoride of 0.7 to 1.2 parts per million,
parents cannot truly know how much
supplemental fluoride to give their
child(ren). The aim of water fluoridation
is to adjust the natural fluoride level to
the therapeutic range as opposed to the
level fluctuating randomly. This enables
parents and dental professionals to make
informed decisions regarding dental
health.

Clean water supplies with protection
from water borne diseases, chlorination
and MTBE reduction and improved
emergency communications are also
important issues that need to be ad-
dressed and we look forward to your
advocacy in these areas. Some of these
issues can be addressed locally, but some
can only be pursued at the New Jersey
State level. Fluoridation is one public
health improvement where our local
government, working with others, can
provide the impetus for positive changes.

William J. Corbet, Jr.
President

Westfield Board of Health
On ehalf of the entire Board of

Health

Making Choices With Many Desires
And a Pool of Limited Resources

People want many things for themselves and for
their communities. We’re diverse, so not everyone
wants the same thing. Nor can everyone afford the
same thing. What is good for some may be viewed
as bad by others. Fortunately, most people are
reasonable in the final sense. They’re willing to
evaluate the wish list, establish priorities and achieve
compromise. But, it’s extremely difficult for the
public to get all the facts in an understandable
manner so as to make informed decisions and judg-
ments.

The “Information Age” promises to make this
possible. But, we’re not there yet. The best we’ve
been able to do thus far with our communication and
media tools has left us in the “Data and Spin Era.”
We’re told that it’s been necessary to stay “ahead of
the curve.” Along with this, government often oper-
ates with “Intellect by the Polls.”

Some day down the road, what is said will be the

important thing. But for now, acceptable behavior in
the Spin Era encompasses how to hype and sell it,
how to avoid it, how to deflect it, how to misdirect it
and how to bait and switch. All this must be done, of
course, without getting caught in an outright lie, or
at least if one does, to have an escape route with
damage control.

In the ideal world of the future, there will be a
vision for our communities. We’ll have a complete
list of all the minutiae and desires to get there. The
costs and ancillary impacts will be clearly defined.
Each possibility will be presented on the same basis
so a meaningful comparison can be made. We’ll still
have limited resources, but we’ll establish priorities
and a timetable.

We’ll have differences of opinion, but we’ll rely on
our leaders to sort matters out. Our leaders of the
municipalities, the schools and the county will work
together.
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Census 2000 will be the first census
and the first national civic event of the
new century, and the data collected will
be used for the next decade. All of us had
better be included in the count, and we’d
better get that count right.

The decennial census is mandated by
the U.S. Constitution, and every man,
woman and child living in this country is
called upon to participate. There are no
barriers due to education, background,
citizenship, income or heritage. And to
encourage participation, census forms
are provided in five languages in addi-
tion to English, with assistance guides
available in 49 languages.

There is a lot more to the Census than
merely counting heads. The census also
serves as the cornerstone of knowledge
about our country and our community,
and we do a great many things with that
knowledge.

Census numbers help determine how
communities throughout the United
States get tour fair share of more than
$185 billion in federal funds annually. In
Westfield, we receive hundreds of’ thou-
sands of dollars in federal funds annu-
ally.

Census numbers are used to decide
how many seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives go to each state, and the
states and localities use the numbers to
determine voting districts.

Perhaps more than anything, how-
ever, the census is about renewal and
bringing all of us together in an act of
civic commitment and a demonstration
of civic pride. With the Census, we have
an opportunity to be involved in an ac-
tivity that benefits ourselves, our fami-
lies, our community and our nation.

Recently, some citizens have ex-
pressed concerns over privacy of their
census responses. You should know that
federal law protects the confidentiality
of the information collected by the U.S.
Census Bureau. Individual responses
cannot be shared with agencies or orga-

A vibrant downtown is vital to any
strong community. In Fanwood this
year, and for the next several years,
we are making downtown improve-
ments our top priority. Our Down-
town Revitalization Committee
(DRC) is focusing on three areas —
physical improvements, retaining and
attracting businesses, and facilitat-
ing formation of a Business and Pro-
fessional Association.

In 1999, Fanwood was awarded a
$300,000 grant from the Union County
Freeholder Board for downtown im-
provements and development. We also
received a $100,000 legislative grant,
thanks to the efforts of Senator Donald
T. DiFrancesco, and Assemblymen
Richard H. Bagger and Alan M. Au-
gustine. We are very grateful to both
groups for these funds.

Our plan is to install Victorian
street lamps and new concrete side-
walks with some pavers on Martine
Avenue between South and LaGrande
Avenues, and on South Avenue be-
tween First and Second Streets. Also
included in the Phase One plan will
be landscaping and Victorian street
lamps behind the stores on the west
side of Martine Avenue. This work
will be completed this year.

The DRC will be looking at pos-
sible options of retaining and attract-
ing businesses. It will be examining
other communities’ successes (and
failures), performing market analy-
ses, working with organizations like
Mainstreet New Jersey and Down-
town New Jersey, reviewing our situ-
ation with developers, and working
with the businesses and property
owners on Second Street and South

When I was sworn in as Mayor of
Scotch Plains earlier this year, I an-
nounced an initiative called “Meet
the Mayor” with a purpose of mak-
ing local government more acces-
sible to the public.

So far, the program has been a
great success as I have met with
numerous groups around Scotch
Plains to answer their questions in an
informal setting and provide them
with an update on what is happening
around the township.

If you are interested in scheduling
a “Meet the Mayor” for your group
or organization please call me at the
Municipal building (908) 322-6700,
Extension No. 316.

Of great satisfaction to me is that
the program has been a particular hit
with our younger citizens. Several
school and scouting groups have met
with me at the Municipal Building,
and I have had the opportunity to
visit our schools also. Many of our
younger children really have had no
idea of what the function of our local
government is, so we talk about the
police and fire departments, the Pub-
lic Library, the Recreation and Parks
Department and the Department of
Public Works to name just a few.

After we discuss all the services
the various departments provide for
our citizens, I ask the children: “How
do we pay for all these important
services?” Some of the children
thought that I pay for all the services.
Nice try. Some thought the services
were provided for free. I wish. Some
thought that I “just got the money
from the bank.” Well, sort of.

After explaining about taxes and
giving a tour of our Tax Collector
and Tax Assessor offices, I think they
came away with a better understand-
ing of what the government does and
how we pay for it. However, these
experiences really got me thinking.

From the Desk of Westfield
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim

Participating in Census
Demonstrates Civic Pride

From the Desk of Fanwood
Mayor Louic C. Jung

Mayor Louis Jung Focuses
On Borough’s Downtown

From the Desk of Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin L. Marks

What Is the Government’s
Role in Paying for Services?

nizations at the federal, state or local
levels and are held confidential for 72
years.

High-level security measures and the
requirement that every employee swear
an oath to keep information confidential
also protect the privacy of census data.
Employees face harsh penalties for vio-
lating the law or their oaths.

Despite the importance of the census
and the protections afforded the data,
during the past few decades the number
of people who have completed and mailed
back their census forms has been declin-
ing steadily. The national mail response
rate has dropped from 78 percent in 1970
to 75 percent in 1980 to 65 percent in
1990.

To reverse this trend of declining par-
ticipation, elected leaders from around
the country have joined the U.S. Census
Bureau and its 50,000 community, cor-
porate and Congressional partners to
issue the “90 P1us Five” challenge as
part of a national campaign - “How
America Knows What America Needs.”
This Census Bureau-initiated campaign
is designed to encourage participation in
the census and to motivate people to
complete and mail back their Census
2000 forms.

Census 2000 can bring the country
and our community together in a re-
newal of Civic commitment. We have an
opportunity to renew our declaration of
civic responsibility...something we can
accomplish.

The “How America Knows What
America Needs” campaign, along with
the ‘90 Plus Five challenge, offer ve-
hicles to accomplish this. Census 2000
can and should be a rallying point for our
community.

Remember, this is our future. We
can’t leave it blank.

*  *  *  *  *
Thomas C. Jardim is serving his

second term as Westfield Mayor.

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓ Put himself through Rutgers College and Rutgers Law School

✓ Grew up in Edison, attended Bishop Ahr/St. Thomas Aquinas H.S.

✓ Health Policy Counsel, House Commerce Committee;

fought against government run health care

✓ Courage to actually stand up and fight against big government

and the special interests

www.MORRISEY.org
(908) 232-9988

Patrick Morrisey is not afraid to
take on the establishment.

REPUBLICAN FOR CONGRESS

PATRICK
MORRISEY
PATRICK
MORRISEY
REPUBLICAN FOR CONGRESS

Westfield resident Patrick Morrisey is a different type of Republican.  He
will always talk straight on the issues and stand up against those who don’t
represent the values of the 7th District.  Of all of the candidates running for
Congress, only Patrick Morrisey has the experience and courage of his
convictions to slice through the bureaucracies and put an end to the
business-as-usual approach to politics in Washington.

The Right Type of Republican:

It’s time to elect the right type of Republican to office—one who will stand
on principle and who will actually fight against big government.  Please
visit Patrick Morrisey’s website, and if you like what you see, join his
crusade to take on the establishment.

Our office is in downtown Westfield at 7 Elm Street, across from Ferraro’s.

Paid for by Morrisey for Congress, Steve Skapper, Treasurer

Avenue as to how we can jointly
optimize this area to everyone’s ben-
efit.

The DRC will also be acting as a
catalyst to form a Business and Pro-
fessional Association (BPA) similar
to the highly successful one that has
developed over the last five years or
so in Scotch Plains. A strong BPA
has many synergies. It can offer col-
laborative advertising, act as a col-
lective voice with local government,
work with other groups on special
events, and work with the DRC on
common themes, facades and signs,
to name a few examples.

Other downtown physical improve-
ment activity includes a drainage
improvement project in the parking
lot behind the stores on the west side
of Martine Avenue consisting of new
curbing, paving, and storm sewer
improvements, and a new and ex-
panded train station parking lot on
South Avenue. NJ Transit has pur-
chased the former Scotchwood Au-
tomotive property and will add the
property to the existing parking lot.

This will result in more than 50
additional parking spaces in the new
combined and re-landscaped lot. At
the same time as the parking lot is
redone, new sidewalks, pavers and
Victorian street lamps will be added
on the north side of South Avenue
from the Millennium Clock west-
ward for the entire length of the
parking lot.

Downtown Fanwood will have a
very different look by year end 2000!

*  *  *  *  *
Louis C. Jung is Mayor of the Bor-

ough of Fanwood.

There have been so many times in
my life when I have been discussing
the issues of the day with family or
friends, when one would assert, “You
know, the government really ought to
provide such and such service. ‘They’
really should pay for xyz program.”

Being an elected official for al-
most four years now, I am particu-
larly sensitive to these comments. Of
course, my questions to them and
you is, “Who is the government any-
way? Who are these “They” people?
Maybe it would be of benefit to take
some of my adult friends on a tour of
our tax department to remind them
that the government is us. There is no
“They”, but rather We, the people.

I have been through the prepara-
tion and adoption of four municipal
budgets, and it never ceases to amaze
me how quickly our tax dollars get
used up with mandatory expendi-
tures before we can even talk about
discretionary spending.

However, year after year I have
tried to be very sensitive to the fact
there is no magical spigot that pours
out the money for what are perceived
to be important and desirable pro-
grams. These thoughts really should
apply to all level of governments.
There are many worthy services gov-
ernment can and should provide to
its citizens.

Then again, there are those that
deserve a greater scrutiny before one
tax dollar is spent. When we talk
about the issues of the day, such as
government providing universal na-
tional health care, or a thorough and
efficient education, or a county wide
animal shelter or a municipal spring
clean up program, let us keep in
mind that there is no “They” to pay
for it. It’s just “Us.”

*  *  *  *  *
Martin L. Marks is the Mayor of the

Township of Scotch Plains.

WHS Teachers Thank
School Bd. For Support

of Laptop Purchase
The Westfield High School teachers

appreciate the efforts of the Westfield
Board of Education to secure laptop
computers in next year’s district budget.
We look forward to being trained in their
use to and the connection to the district
network in the near future.

The computers will be another tool to
assist in the delivery of instruction, record
keeping, attendance and communication.
Our students seem to be equally excited
about the board’s decision to make the
acquisition a district priority.

We appreciate the positive things we’ll
be able to provide our students because
of the well-constructed and reasonable
budget approved by the board.

Michael Seiler
President

Westfield Education Association

Resident Questions Inclusion of Laptop
Leases in Westfield School Budget

Letters to the Editor
April 18 is the date for another school

budget increase. Just $157 (chump
change) to the average Westfield home-
owner. My guess is that taxes have gone
around 10 times (1000 percent) in the
past 25 years while housing prices have
gone up perhaps 5 times, (500 percent).

Where does the money go? Mostly to
education. All well spent on tight bud-
gets of course. What occasions this letter
to fellow taxpayers is the proposal to
lease laptops for all high school faculty.
We are told leasing is the “best” long
term financial method for acquiring com-
puters. I’m not so sure, most leasing
companies aren’t eleemosynary institu-

tions.
Anyway, I oppose this largesse. Are

car leases as a perquisite far behind? In
terms of the budget presentation; is it too
much to produce a three-year compara-
tive budget with comparative line items
— not every item, just by groupings of
say, $1 million? We would then have
around 50 items to look at, not six for a
total of $57,211,004.

If you vote no, children still go to
school, we still have quality education,
but some rethinking of the budgetary
process might come about.

Scott L. Fagin
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Scotch Plains Resident Questions
 New School Policy on Volunteers

On March 27, the proposed spending
on the upgrading of the fire alarm sys-
tems in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood el-
ementary schools was questioned.

The very next day, one of the
firefighters, who happens to be a
groundskeeper for the Board of Educa-
tion (BOE), was called into the board
office and told he could no longer an-
swer fire calls during his working hours
unless he punched out and would then be
docked pay for his time off the job.

Why would the Scotch Plains BOE

now take this position when this same
firefighter has been answering calls and
serving this community for over 15 years
without a single problem?

This community should now be told:
1.Who made this decision?
2.What action has been taken against

this party who made the decision and
was he/she reprimanded?

The community should have a public
apology from the Superintendent, since
she must take the ultimate responsibility
for all decisions!

Jerry Meola
Scotch Plains

Westfield PTC Encourages to Vote
For Budget to Support Technology

We encourage all Westfield residents
to vote for the school budget on April
18th. Teaching methods for all grades
are changing dramatically as computers
become an everyday part of all aspects
of our lives.

Many, many school districts in New
Jersey have been training their teachers,
budgeting for necessary equipment, and
utilizing computers as part of modern
teaching techniques to educate students
and equip them with skills expected in
college and in the workplace.

Our PTC Education Committee
learned through visits to 10 comparable
school districts how far behind our
Westfield schools are in this important
educational effort. The state recognized
the necessity for computers to be used in
teaching several years ago when they
established Educational Technology
Training Centers for training teachers in
every county.

Some of our Westfield elementary
school teachers are beginning to do ex-
citing things with technology in their
classrooms. We need to insure that all of

our teachers have the tools to address the
variety of learning styles in the class-
room and to make daily use of the tre-
mendous amount of information offered
through technology.

We need to provide teachers with
their own assigned computers for prepa-
ration of lesson plans and management
of administrative matters for primary
school teachers this is a computer in
their classroom, but for high school teach-
ers who share classrooms it is a portable
computer.

Districts that have so equipped their
teachers say the teachers are “rejuve-
nated,” “invigorated,” “enthusiastic”,
and “transformed.”

In the interest of the education of our
Westfield children, we must get behind
the efforts in our community to catch us
up with what is being done in so many
other districts with computer-aided
teaching. Supporting the school budget
is essential to furthering this cause. Please
vote “yes” for the school budget on April
18th.

Carolyn Fleder & Ann Phillips
Westfield Parents & PTC

Education Committee Co-Chairs

✓✓✓✓✓
Vote

April
18
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Daniel Francis
Born to Haliks

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Andrew Halik
of Ramsey have announced the birth
of their second child, Daniel Francis
Halik, on Sunday, March 26, at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

Daniel weighed 7 pounds and 7
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, Meredith Lucy,
age 2½.

The mother is the former Miss
Emma Kuhn of Westfield.

Daniel’s maternal grandparents are
William A. and Camilla Kuhn Quinn
of Mountainside and the late Peter
Rowland Kuhn.

The baby’s paternal grandparents
are Eloise Halik of Upper Saddle
River and Spray Beach, Long Beach
Island, and the late Francis Halik.

Kurt Theodore
Welcomed By

Gerckens Family
Karl and Lynn Gerckens of West-

field have announced the birth of
their son, Kurt Theodore Gerckens,
on Monday, January 24, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Kurt weighed 8 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

He joins three sisters, Jennifer,
Melissa and Maria, and a brother,
Christopher.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Theodore and Eileen Jacob of
Westfield.

His paternal grandparents are Wil-
liam and Frances Gerckens, also of
Westfield.

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT ARDREY, 3RD
(She is the former Miss Catherine Blot)

Miss Catherine Blot
Marries Robert Ardrey, 3rd

Scotch Plains 2000 Clean Communities Day

Questions or requests for registration forms may be directed to:

Cheryl West, Clean Communities Coordinator (908) 322-6700, Ext 243

The township of Scotch Plains has scheduled a Public Lands Clean-Up Day
on Saturday, May 20th at 9am until noon. This is the day when neighborhood,
family, service, school, athletic, and social groups join together to pick up
litter on public lands throughout the township. A picnic lunch will be held at
Union Catholic High School at 12 noon.

As in the past, contributions through the Department of Environmental
Protection's Clean Communities grant to the township will be made to every
participating group. Detailed information on the day's events will be sent out
with the registration form.

Miss Catherine Blot, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Andre Blot of
Villaines sous Luce in France, was
married on Saturday, August 28, to
Robert Ardrey, 3rd. He is the son of
Mrs. Elvira Ardrey of Westfield and
the late Robert Ardrey, Jr.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Church of Villaines sous Luce
in France, with the Reverend Nichel
DuBois officiating. A reception was
held at Auberge San Nicolas in La
Chatre Sur Le Loire in France.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a white satin gown
embroidered with pearls and a tulle
train with lace and ribbon applique.
She carried a bouquet of yellow roses
and white lilies.

Miss Jocelyne Blot of Blois,
France, the sister of the bride, was
the maid of honor. David Ardrey of
Charlotte, N.C., formerly of
Westfield, the brother of the bride-
groom, was the best man.

The other witnesses included
Christophe Bailly of Paris, a friend

of the bride; Thierry Porte of Paris, a
cousin of the bride, and Mrs. Lisa
Ardrey Sclafani of Westfield, the
sister of the bridegroom.

The bride graduated from the Uni-
versity of François Rablais in France
with a license in psychology. She is
the owner of Aquadre International
in Westfield.

The bridegroom earned a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Business
from Kean University in Union and
is employed by the Beloved Enter-
tainment Group as Director of Art-
ists and Repertoire in New York City.

A bridal shower was hosted by
Mrs. Sclafani and Mrs. Lisa Ardrey
of Charlotte, N. C., the sister-in-law
of the bridegroom, at the home of the
bridegroom’s mother.

A reception was given in Septem-
ber by the mother of the bridegroom
at The Gran Centurions in Clark for
family and friends in the United
States.

Following a wedding trip to Rome,
the couple reside in Westfield.

Lancaster, Ltd.
76 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
(908) 232-2232

Writing a Note?

 Personalized Stationery

Dudick & Son

Showroom Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 • Sat. 9-12 • All other hours by appointment

Quality Kitchens & Baths

(908) 789-1790     •     40 North Avenue, Garwood

Satisfying Customers For Over 50 years

• Home Office
• Custom Cabinets
• Corian™ Counters

• Entertainment Centers

We are your source for complete
custom kitc hen remodeling:

Open 5 Evenings: Monday 4pm–9pm • Tuesday – Friday 9am–9pm • Saturday 8:30am–6pm

112 Elm St • Westfield • 654-4849

Hair Color – The Word for Spring
Vibrant Reds • Beautiful Browns • Bashful Blonds

Free Mini-Facial
with every

Hair Coloring

Join Us in Celebrating 10 Years
With 2 Great Specials for New

Clients
Free Manicure

with every
Spa Pedicure

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SINCE 1956

• Models from $299
• Computerized models in stock

PFAFF
Sale

Save 20%
NOW

Scotch Plains Baptist Church
To Begin Holy Week Events
SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sun-

day, April 16, the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, located at 333 Park
Avenue, will begin its Holy Week
activities with a “Procession of the
Palms.”

Church members and others are
invited to gather outside the front
doors of the newly-renovated sanc-
tuary at 11 a.m. and join a proces-
sional into the church.

The ceremony recalls Christ’s tri-
umphant entry into Jerusalem on
the first day of what the Christian
church calls Holy Week.

The service will feature the sev-
enth sermon in a series focusing on
“Celebrate Jesus: Discover What
Makes Him Attractive to So Many
People.”

Pastor Gary Rothwell will present
a sermon entitled “The Cross Is My
Compass”’ and will challenge the
congregation to set spiritual goals
for their lives.

On April 20, Scotch Plains Bap-
tist will join with the Terrill Road

Baptist Church, located at 1340
Terrill Road, for a joint Maundy
Thursday Service at 7 p.m. This ser-
vice will feature the “Seven Last
Words of Christ,” presented by sev-
eral area pastors, and will also in-
clude a communion service.

On April 21, Scotch Plains Baptist
will host, with the Calvary Chapel of
Watchung, a Community Good Fri-
day Service. Pastor Rothwell and
Pastor Tom Dickerson of Calvary
Chapel will discuss the significance
of Christ’s cross during the noon
service.

Scotch Plains Baptist, Terrill Road
Baptist and Calvary Chapel will join
together for an outdoor Sunrise Ser-
vice in the parking lot of Scotch
Plains Baptist on Easter Sunday, April
23, at 7 a.m.

The service will feature the Terrill
Road Baptist choir performing se-
lections from the Easter Cantata “The
Way of the Cross” by Dave Clark,
while the worship band of Calvary
Chapel will lead the gathering in
both contemporary and traditional
Easter songs.

Reverend Dickerson will deliver
the sermon and scripture passages
will be read by the pastors of the
churches.

Worshippers are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs. In the event of
inclement weather, the service will
be moved into the church’s sanctu-
ary. A breakfast for all will follow in
Scotch Plains Baptist’s Fellowship
Hall.

The 11 a.m. Easter service will be
the concluding service of a 50-day
“Spiritual Adventure” in which
Scotch Plains Baptist has partici-
pated along with thousands of other
churches throughout North America.

It will feature special music by the
church choir and a sermon by Pastor
Rothwell entitled “Keep on Living
in the Light.” All of these services
are open to the public.

For more information, please call
(908) 322-5487.

Water Company Begins
Flushing Fire Hydrants

WESTFIELD — Elizabethtown
Water Company began its annual fire
hydrant flushing on Sunday, April 9,
to prepare its system for the summer
months.

The Company will begin flushing
hydrants in the following towns:
Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Middlesex, Piscataway, Scotch
Plains, Warren and Westfield. Ads in
the paper will keep customers noti-
fied of when hydrants will be flushed
in their neighborhoods.

Hydrant flushing is the process of
forcing water through mains to dis-
lodge small particles of rust and sedi-
ment. Although the sediment does
not affect water purity, it can result in
discolored water when the peak de-
mands of summer cause water to
travel at an increased velocity through
the mains, a company spokesman
explained.

Official said hydrant flushing is a
necessary part of Elizabethtown’s
ongoing process of testing and main-
taining hydrants and is performed in
the spring when demand for water is
low. As always, Elizabethtown fol-
lows water conservation practices
and the amount of water used during
the process is kept to a minimum,
officials noted.

Customers may experience dis-
colored water for short periods of
time while flushing is being done in
their neighborhoods. Any discolora-

tion will disappear rapidly.
Elizabethtown officials said it is best
to wait until the water clears before
using it for any consumptive purpose
or washing clothes and dishes.

Elizabethtown will flush hydrants
five nights a week, between the hours
of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., to reduce any
inconvenience to homeowners and
motorists and to eliminate possible
hazards to children. The company
anticipates completion of the pro-
gram in seven to eight weeks.

Meeting to Discuss
Million Mom March

Scheduled for Monday
WESTFIELD — The Westfield/

Scotch Plains/Fanwood contingent
of Million Mom March participants
will meet on Monday, April 17, at
7:30 p.m. at the McKinley Elemen-
tary School, 500 First Street in
Westfield.

Anyone interested in taking part in
this national demonstration in Wash-
ington D.C. on Mother’s Day, May
14, is invited to attend. Bus seats
may be reserved at that time and T-
shirts and buttons will be for sale.

The purpose of the march, which
will take the form of a rally, is to
demand sensible and enforceable gun
laws to protect children.

SUPPORTING WESTFIELD’S YOUTH...In keeping with the tradition Moto
Photo has established in supporting the youth of Westfield, Greg Gradel, right,
along with Kodak, recently donated six National Geographic Collector’s Edi-
tions compact discs containing 109 years of National Geographic to Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield. Moto Photo also holds photography seminars
in various elementary schools and conducts a free child identification service at
the FestiFall street festival held annually in Westfield. Also pictured is Dr.
Andrew Perry, Principal of Wilson School.

Presbyterian Church Posts
Schedule for Holy Week

WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield will offer a
variety of worship services during
Holy Week, beginning with Passion/
Palm Sunday services on April 16.

Both the 8 a.m. Chapel service and
the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service will
feature a reading of St. Mark’s pas-
sion narrative. Members of the con-
gregation will participate in the read-
ing with members of the staff.

The Lenten Evening Prayer ser-
vices will conclude with the 7:30
p.m. service in the Chapel on Tues-
day, April 18. The Reverend Victoria
Ney will offer a meditation and Holy
Communion will be celebrated.

The Maundy Thursday service on

April 20 will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary, with the Reverend Dr.
William Ross Forbes preaching. Holy
Communion will be celebrated.

There will be two services on Good
Friday, April 21. A Meditation on the
Cross service will be offered from
noon until 2 p.m. in the Chapel. At
7:30 p.m. an evening service will be
offered in the Sanctuary, featuring
the Chancel Choir singing John
Stainer’s “The Crucifixion: A Medi-
tation on the Sacred Passion of the
Holy Redeemer.”

The Easter Vigil service will be
held in the Sanctuary at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, April 22. Included will be
a public reception of the 1999-2000
Confirmation Class. Holy Commun-
ion will be celebrated.

Easter Day services, at 9 and 11
a.m., will be identical and held in the
Sanctuary. Dr. Forbes will preach
and will be assisted in the services by
the Reverend Christina McCormick,
Reverend Ney and Education Asso-
ciate Wendy Thode.

The Chancel Choir will be accom-
panied by organ, brass and timpani.
Under the direction of James Simms,
the Chancel Choir will perform “Al-
leluia! Our Lord is Risen,” by John
Carter and “Most Glorious Lord of
Life,” by Malcolm Archer. Holy
Communion will be celebrated at
both services.

Organist Annette White will con-
clude the service with “Toccata” by
Charles Marie Widor.

Holy Week Services Planned
At First Congregational

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, will ob-
serve Holy Week with special ser-
vices from Palm Sunday through
Easter. Visitors are invited to attend.

Palm Sunday, April 16, will begin
at 10 a.m. with a traditional Palm
Processional for children ages 3
through sixth grade. Youngsters are
invited to arrive at 9:45 a.m. to re-
ceive their palms in the Chapel
Lounge.

On April 20, the church will mark
Maundy Thursday with a Tenebrae
service (a service of shadows) at 8

p.m. Included will be a retelling of
the Last Supper and Holy Commun-
ion.

The Good Friday service on April
21 at noon will include the story of
the Crucifixion and distribution of
Holy Communion.

Easter Sunday, April 23, will be
celebrated with identical services at
9 and 11 a.m. Special choral and
instrumental music will include the
“Hallelujah” chorus by Handel.

A one-room schoolhouse for chil-
dren ages 3 through third grade and
child care for infants to 2-year-olds
will be available during both ser-
vices. One coffee hour will be held
for both services at 10 a.m.

The sanctuary is equipped with a
wheelchair lift and an infrared audio
system for the hearing impaired.

For further information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.
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CAAP of Westfield Marks 10th
Anniversary at Dinner Dance

why Mr. Gillen couldn’t reveal in
which towns other Commerce Banks
existed in residential neighborhoods.

Mr. Gillen said that photos would
be provided at a future meeting show-
ing the layout of a typical Commerce
Bank in a residential zone.

The next witness to be called, Re-
gional Director of Real Estate for
CVS, Michael Buckless, testified
regarding site acquisition criteria for
CVS. Mr. Buckless told the board
that the area was under-serviced by
the closest CVS pharmacy on East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. The
next closest CVS was in Westfield
and going east, Rahway.

The CVS would employ 30 people,
however, only four to five employees
would be on-site during any one shift.
The employees would be mostly high
school students from the surround-
ing neighborhood.

The store would carry a 20-foot
wall of convenience foods and would
have a pharmacist available during
all hours of operation, which would
be 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday through
Friday; 9 a.m. - 9 p.m., Saturday, and
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. on Sundays.

According to Mr. Buckless, the
CVS would also draw customers from
a one-and-half mile radius and would
serve approximately 250 customers
a day. CVS would be willing to imple-
ment the lowest permitted level of
lighting required by the Scotch Plains
Police Department and they would
be flexible on using signage that was
low-key and which blended in with
the neighborhood.

Regarding site acquisition, CVS
looks for a heavily trafficked area on
a busy corner in a densely populated
area in order to maintain the best
possible success. Mr. Buckless
pointed out that most people wish to
use a pharmacy in their local neigh-
borhood for emergency prescriptions
and that is why this CVS would be
servicing mostly the surrounding
community.

CVS would be entering into a 20-
year lease with no options to end the
lease, according to Mr. Buckless,
which would insure that the town
would not be stuck with an empty
building.

Board member Thomas Barth re-
marked that this area seemed satu-
rated with pharmacies and he did not
perceive that another one was needed.

Mr. Buckless responded that there
was no pharmacy servicing this mile-
and-a-half radius and CVS had ex-
tensively studied the sustainability
of this site.

Many of the residents at the meet-
ing, stated that they felt that their
pharmacy and banking needs were
already adequately being met.

Mr. Buckless testified that the store
managers would insure that the
grounds were kept clean and litter-
free, as well as a maintenance crew
that would clean the site two-three
times per week. He also stated that
they would be working with archi-
tects who would insure that the store’s
facade would look appropriate in the
neighborhood.

South Martine Avenue resident
Carmen Zullo asked Mr. Buckless
why the area residents weren’t sur-
veyed to find out if they wanted a
CVS in their neighborhood.

State Certified Real Estate Ap-
praiser Robert Heffernan was the last
witness called to testify on behalf of
the applicant. Mr. Heffernan elabo-
rated on the numerous non-residen-
tial properties in the immediate area
surrounding the site. He testified that
there was a doctor’s office, a fire
station and a ball field on the other
corners adjacent to the site corner.
He also listed the many other com-
mercially zoned properties in the
surrounding neighborhood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-3

Mr. Heffernan told the board that
the value of properties in the neigh-
borhood varied according to size and
age, with the smaller, older proper-
ties along Raritan Road and Martine
Avenue being valued at considerably
less than the newer, larger ones, set
further back. The properties ranged
from $300,000 for the older ones, to
more than $600,000 for the newer
properties.

Mr. Heffernan also stated that the
value of these properties was already
established and stable and any nega-
tive impact of a commercial site was
already embedded in the existing
restaurant.

Because the corner was heavily
trafficked, he did not, in his profes-
sional opinion, think that the Park
Place site could be re-developed into
residential properties.

Commercially, he said that the
property was worth in excess of $1
million.

If the property was to be developed
into residential housing, it would only
be worth in the neighborhood of
$250,000. The only way to generate a
higher value would be to construct
very high density housing, which was
unlikely considering the size and lo-
cation. He stated that no-one would
build $600,000 homes on this lot be-
cause of the traffic and location.

He did not think that there was any
way that this parcel of land could
revert back to residential usage. He
testified that with the proper buffers
and set backs, this proposal could be
beneficial to the neighborhood, with
no de-valuation of the surrounding
properties.

Several area residents disagreed
with Mr. Heffernan’s opinion and
stated that there were many expen-
sive new homes being constructed
on main roads in mixed zones, near
commercial buildings.

Mr. Heffernan pointed out that they
did not have a residential construc-
tion offer on the table, but only this
commercial one.

In response to suggestions by resi-
dents for other potential uses, Mr.
Heffernan stated that if the land were
developed as a park or golf course,
these types of public uses could po-
tentially have a negative effect on the
surrounding properties depending on
any number of detriments, such as
lights, traffic, noise and litter or balls
spilling over into surrounding yards.

Similarly, a school in the surround-
ing neighborhood could have a ben-
eficial affect on property values as
long as it wasn’t immediately adja-
cent to a property, Mr. Heffernan
remarked.

Opponents Voice Objections
To Park Place Diner Site

Pieces in Stock for Immediate
Delivery

Tues.-Fri. 9:30-5 • Sat. 10-4

VIRTUE TILE COMPANYVIRTUE TILE COMPANY
160 Broad St., Summit160 Broad St., Summit

(908) 273-6936(908) 273-6936

The area’s
first and

finest
collection

of imported
tiles, stone

and marble.

57 Elm Street • Westfield • (908) 233-9909

Grand Opening

Unique Gifts for Unique Individuals

• Yankee Candles • Aromatherapy Oils
• Music • Books  • Incense

• Jewelry • Soaps
• Water Fountains

• 12 Step Recovery Gifts

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Concerned Afri-
can American Parents (CAAP) of
Westfield held their fifth annual
fundraising dinner dance to celebrate
their 10th anniversary at the Pines
Manor in Edison on April 1.

More than 100 dinner guests dined
and danced, while perusing numerous
items donated for the silent auction.

The focus of CAAP is to provide a
forum for parents to discuss issues
regarding the education, treatment
and evaluation of their children, to
build a working relationship with the
Board of Education and educators
and to encourage parental participa-
tion in the educational process.

CAAP members have been very
actively involved with the Westfield
Board of Education to insure quality
in the education of their children.
CAAP also supports programs aimed
at Black Awareness and African-
American cultural events, such as
understanding the principles of
Kwanzaa.

The silent auction held raised
money to be used for CAAP scholar-
ships for graduating high school se-
niors on their way to college or voca-
tional schools. Among the items up
for grabs was a lunch time cruise
around Manhattan, a day of golf at
the Plainfield Country Club with
Westfield Town Attorney William
Jeremiah and dinner for four with
Westfield’s Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and his wife, Karen Fountain.

Bullion trimmed pillows, private
piano lessons, wine baskets and lim-
ited edition prints, were also among
the many tasteful items donated.

According to Donnell Carr,
CAAP’s treasurer and past president,
CAAP assists approximately eight
students, each year, with scholar-
ships ranging from $250 to $750.
This year’s fundraising goal was es-
timated to reach $5,000, from a com-
bination of private donations as well

as auction proceeds.
Mr. Carr addressed the elegantly-

attired guests, giving thanks to all of
those who donated their time to
CAAP in organizing the event. Sev-
eral of CAAP’s past presidents were
introduced along with CAAP schol-
arship recipient, Rasheeda Hawks.

The eloquent and composed Ms.
Hawks expressed how important
CAAP scholarships are to graduat-
ing high school seniors, who struggle
to afford books and other college
necessities.

Smooth blues and classic rock from
New Jersey’s famous Black Widow
Band serenaded a room full of danc-
ers throughout the evening. Several
Town Council members and other
notable municipal officials were spot-
ted doing the hustle across the dance
floor, burning off a sumptuous four-
course meal.

A 50-50 raffle also raised addi-
tional funds to be added to the schol-
arship fund.

The Westfield Chapter of CAAP is
not affiliated with the numerous other
Chapters of CAAP throughout New
Jersey, although their focus is similar.

Westfield parents who would like
more information about CAAP, may
contact the organization’s President,
Vivian Cook, at (908) 232-6027, or
Mr. Carr at (908) 654-8347.

Aroma Fitness Class
On Tap at Westfield Y
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,

located at 220 Clark Street, will offer
a new program this spring entitled
“Aroma Fitness – the Stress Free
Program.”

Aroma Fitness will combine
aromatherapy, kundalini yoga, breath
work and the application of oils to
help alleviate stress and tensions in
the body.

The class will run on Monday eve-
nings, May 1 to June 12, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. There will be no class on
May 29. Registration will begin on
Saturday, April 8, for current Y mem-
bers and on Wednesday, April 12, for
new members.

The fee for the class is $35 per
person for Gold and Silver members
and $70 for Basic members. Mem-
bership is required to participate in
this program.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-2700.

Woodside Chapel Sets
Sunday Performance
FANWOOD — The Woodside

Chapel, located at 5 Morse Avenue in
Fanwood, has invited members of the
community to attend its Sunday morn-
ing Family Bible Hour and Sunday
School at 11 a.m.

This Sunday, April 16, the Senior
Choir will perform its Easter Cantata.
Afterwards, Dave Brooks will speak on
Acts 16.

A nursery is provided at 11 a.m. For
further information, please call Gene
Graber at (908) 889-5462 or Mr. Brooks
at (908) 789-0796.

Mountainside Opts to End
Pursuit of Salaries for Council

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A unani-
mous decision not to pursue a salary
for the members of the Mountainside
Borough Council was made by mem-
bers of the council at Tuesday
evening’s agenda setting meeting.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti intro-
duced the topic for discussion after
explaining to audience members that
the matter had been postponed in
recent months until the final budget
was prepared for a public hearing,
which is scheduled to take place this
Tuesday, April 18, at 8 p.m.

“On the subject of our salary ordi-
nance, I feel that it was unfortunate
that people misunderstood the con-
cept of a salary for people serving on
the council. It promotes getting and
keeping good people for the bor-
ough,” stated Councilman Paul
Mirabelli.

“We spent a tremendous amount
of time on the salary issue, which is
time better spent dealing with other
issues. It also is a subject that seems
to divide our community, and we as
a governing body do not want to do
that. I suggest we leave the
unvouchered expense account in
place and move forward.”

“I feel all the time spent on discus-
sion and debate of the salary issue
was a waste and that the borough
could have been better served by
using the time to talk about such
things as road repair and sewer sys-
tem drainage,” added Council Presi-
dent Glenn Mortimer.

In February of 1999, The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood reported that the
council had adopted an ordinance to
change the 1998 practice of giving
members of the governing body an
unvouchered expense account to an
annual salary.

Members of the 1999 governing
body, which all still serve on the
council, explained at that time that
they wanted to bring a salary to the
position of serving on the council so
as to not exclude anyone from be-
coming a member despite their fi-
nancial situation.

They had noted that there were
sometimes unforeseen expenses, like
childcare, travel and supply expenses
involved in serving on the council,
and wanted to make sure that anyone

wishing to serve the borough could
do so.

Because of a petition that was sub-
mitted by citizens of the borough last
spring, the ordinance was rescinded
and the council went back to the
unvoucered expense account system.

In the summer, Mayor Viglianti
appointed a salary committee of three
Democrats, three Republicans and
three independents to look further
into the salary issue. It was reported
in the fall that the committee sug-
gested a salary for all members of the
governing body and that the issue
should be voted on by the public.

As reported by The Leader and
The Times, Mayor Viglianti and mem-
bers of the council had tabled any
further discussion of the salary issue
until the governing body was done
working on this year’s budget.

Councilman Thomas Perotta
stated, “I think people have a prob-
lem with the word ‘salary.’ I am not
here to argue, and discussing it fur-
ther would be beating a dead horse.”

Councilman Keith Turner con-
cluded, “We were never asking for
reimbursement of our time, but look-
ing for a way to eliminate the time it
takes to itemize fax paper, phone
calls and other things. It is unfortu-
nate that the issue was used by some
as a political issue.”

In other business, George
Bennenger, a representative from the
Mountainside Historical Society,
asked the council for support of a
project to write a history book about
the borough, spanning the years 1945
to 1995.

He stated that to write the book
would cost the borough approxi-
mately $7,500, but could not pin
down a price on publishing.

Councilman Werner C. Schon
asked Mr. Bennenger if he could
research the exact cost of publishing
and furnish the council with his find-
ings next month, to which Mr.
Bennenger agreed.

Finally, the council announced the
appointment of two borough employ-
ees. Frank Masella, who had served in
the past as Recreation Program Di-
rector, has been named as the
borough’s Assistant Recreation Di-
rector, at an annual salary of $35,000.

Michael F. Mastroeni was named
as a police dispatcher, at an annual
salary of $20,000.

FOR SALE

Antique rosewood Victorian par-
lor chairs. 1860’s, refinished &
reupholstered in rose velvet.
Beautifully carved. Any or all 3
$850 each.

Call 908-653-0224

Mr. Bromley said, “is because of
what we did last year.” He claimed
that if the 5.5 percent increase had
not been enacted last year, Scotch
Plains taxpayers would have been
faced with a 10- to 11-percent rise in
property taxes this year.

He also expressed concern over
surplus projections, noting that the
difference between last year’s $3.2
million figure and this year’s $2.7
million surplus is “five hundred thou-
sand bucks. And that’s not chump
change.”

He said if the surplus, which is
projected at $2.2 to $2.3 million next
year, falls too low, “we run the risk of
affecting our bond rating.”

According to Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins, the $17,006,472
budget will be funded by $9.156
million in collected taxes and $7.849
million from other sources, includ-
ing about $2.95 million in state as-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-2

sistance. The balance will come from
the surplus, as well as construction
code fees, municipal court fines and
interest on township investments.

In other business at its Tuesday
night meeting, the council finally
passed an ordinance that prohibits
political fundraising at the Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue. The
measure passed by a 4-1 margin,
with Mr. McClintock dissenting. He
has said several times that he saw no
need for a fundraising ban because
no one had ever conducted any such
activities during his nine years on the
council.

Scotch Plains Council Adopts
$17 Million Budget for 2000
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B01-10 PRINTED FORMS FOR THE

2000-2001 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 27, 2000 AT 11:30 A.M.

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside
of the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder , the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

By order of the Town of Westfield Board of
Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B01-09 DATA PROCESSING/

COMPUTER SUPPLIES FOR THE
2000-2001 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 27, 2000 AT 10:00 A.M.

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside
of the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder , the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

By order of the Town of Westfield Board of
Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee: $45.39

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education, Westfield, New Jersey,
in the Board of Education Office, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, at
2:00 P.M. (Prevailing Time) on APRIL 26,
2000 at which time bids will be opened and
read aloud for:

“ROOF REPLACEMENT AND RE-
LATED WORK AT MCKINLEY SCHOOL,
R-2017”

Plans and Specifications will be available
on April 14, 2000.

Plans, Specifications, form of bid, con-
tract and bond for the proposed work and
other Contract Documents thereto, as pre-
pared by M. Disko Associates, are on file in
their offices at 493 Lehigh Avenue, Union,
New Jersey 07083, and may be examined at
the office of M. Disko Associates during
normal business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of the
Plans and Specifications by the Engineer,
upon proper notice and payment of a check
for Fifty-Five ($55.00)  (dollars), payable to
M. DISKO ASSOCIATES, said cost being
the reproduction price of the documents and
is not returnable.

Proposal forms (as contained in the Speci-
fications) provide for the awarding of all the
work to the lowest qualified bidder under a
single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the bid and may be given at the option of
the bidder by a Certified Check, or Bid Bond
from a reputable insurance company.

All bidders must be prequalified in accor-
dance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962, as
amended by Chapter 188, Laws of 1968 as
set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination, pur-
suant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey
Laws of 1963, or the U.S. Department of
Labor Wage Determinations, whichever are
higher for each class of labor.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL 1975, C. 127. (NJAC
17:27)

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the opening of Bids for the
purpose of reviewing the bids and investi-
gating the qualifications of bidders, prior to
awarding of the Contract.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids if in its judgment the
public interest will be served by so doing.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

TAMAQUES PARK RESTROOM
FACILITIES

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 10:00 a.m.
prevailing time on Monday, May 1, 2000 for
the construction contract for this project.

Construction work will be performed un-
der a single general construction contract,
with the owner.

The work consists of the construction of
new free standing toilet facilities as indi-
cated on plans and specifications.

The work under this Proposal shall be
completed within 60 calendar days from the
signing of the Contract and includes fur-
nishing all labor, materials and equipment
necessary to complete the work in accor-
dance with the drawings and specifications
as prepared by Vincentsen Associates, LLP,
Architects, 238 St. Paul Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090. The Contract Docu-
ments for the proposed work may be pro-
cured on or after Thursday, April 13, 2000,
at the office of the Town Engineer, Public
Works Building, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, during regu-
lar working hours. Drawings and specifica-
tions will be furnished upon payment of Fifty
Dollars for each set, which fee will be non-
refundable to bidders, no partial sets will be
furnished. Checks shall be drawn to the
order of the Town of Westfield.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the place
and before the hour above mentioned, and
must be accompanied by a certified check
or Bid bond payable to the Town of Westfield
in the amount equal to a least ten percent
(10%) of the base amount of the bid, but not
less than $500.00 nor more than $20,000.00.
Each bid must also be accompanied by a
Surety Company Certificate stating that said
Surety Company will provide the bidder with
the required Performance Bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion
Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification
Statement, and Statement of Ownership, on
the forms included in and explained in the
contract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P.L. 1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination (Affir-
mative Action), with the New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law, and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promulgated
by the New Jersey State Department of
Labor and Industry for this project, copies of
which are on file in the Office of the Town
Engineer. The Mayor and Council of the
Town of Westfield reserve the right to reject
as irregular any bid submitted other than in
strict accordance with the Instructions to
Bidders and all applicable laws and reserve
the right to waive any defects, irregularities
or the failure to comply with any formalities
or technicalities of the Instructions to Bid-
ders and further reserve the right to reject
any or all Bids if, in the interest of the Town,
it is deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

Town of Westfield
Westfield, New Jersey

1 T – The Leader, Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B01-08 COPIER SUPPLIES FOR THE

2000-2001 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 27, 2000 AT 11:00 A.M.

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside
of the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder , the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

By order of the Town of Westfield Board of
Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 4/13/00, The Leader Fee: $44.88

Ann De Lazaro, 91, Was Employed
For 40 Years With Real Estate Firm

Emma Sinker, 94
Emma Reister Sinker, 94, a life-

long resident of Scotch Plains died
on Thursday, April 6, at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

Mrs. Sinker was a homemaker.
She was a parishioner at St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church of Scotch Plains
and a member of the Rosary Society.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Anthony Sinker, in 1969.

Surviving are a daughter, Jean
Cunningham; four sons, John A.
Sinker, Stephen M. Sinker; David B.
Sinker and Anthony T. Sinker; a sis-
ter, Mary Sinker; seven grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, April 10, from the Rossi
Funeral Home in Scotch Plains, fol-
lowed by a Mass at St. Bartholomew
Church. Interment took place at St.
Gertrude’s Cemetery in Colonia.

April 13, 2000

John J. Avenatti, 63, Administrator;
Honored for Senior Housing Efforts

Andrew Tasnady, 65
Andrew “Sonny” Tasnady, 65, died

on Monday, April 3, in Florida.
Born in Beacon, N. Y., he had lived

in Keasbey and Fords for many years
before moving to Freeport, Fla. in
1993.

Mr. Tasnady was predeceased by
his wife, the former Shirley Kredul;
his parents, Andrew and Margaret
Tasnady, and a brother, George
Tasnady.

Surviving are two sons, Andrew
Tasnady of North Plainfield and Keith
Tasnady of Scotch Plains, and four
sisters, Margaret May of Woodbridge,
Priscilla Bruno of South Seaside Park,
Betty Spangler of Inverness, Fla. and
Eleanor Seich of Edison.

Private cremation took place in
Florida.

April 13, 2000

� Obituaries �
John J. Avenatti, 63, of the Forest

Lakes section of Byram Township, died
on Monday, April 3, in St. Clare’s Hos-
pital, Dover Division.

Born in Maspeth, N. Y., he had lived
in Westfield before moving to Forest
Lakes 20 years ago.

Mr. Avenatti was the Administrator
of the Brookville Health Care Center
in Irvington for the past six months.

He had previously held the positions
of Administrator, Executive Director,
Executive Vice President, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer and served on the Board
of Trustees of the Westmont Home,
Inc. in Wayne and Paterson over a
period of 20 years.

He was a member of the Society of
Licensed Nursing Home Administra-
tors and served on its Board of Direc-

tors since 1972. Mr. Avenatti also held
the positions of Vice President, Presi-
dent, Executive Director and Execu-
tive Secretary of the Society.

He was a member of the Governor’s
New York Task Force for the White
House Conference on Aging from 1980
to 1984; the Passaic County H. E. W.
Association; the Byram Senior Citi-
zens Housing Complex Inc. and former
New York Governor Mario Cuomo’s
Task Force for the Continuing Care
Retirement Committee.

Mr. Avenatti additionally was a mem-
ber of the New Jersey Association of
Non-Profit Homes for the Aging from
1979 through 1998; the American As-
sociation of Homes and Services for
the Aging from 1982 through 1998,
and the Tri-County Chamber of Com-
merce in Wayne.

He received the Byram Township
Mayor’s Award for Community Ser-
vice for Senior Citizens Housing in
1983.

A graduate of Brooklyn College, Mr.
Avenatti earned a degree in hospital
management and nursing home admin-
istration from Rutgers University.

He served in the United States Army
during peacetime.

Surviving are his wife of 20 years,
Elisa Avenatti; a sister, Dolores
Lombardo; a stepdaughter, Stephanie
Bolwin; a stepson, Harry Rau, and a
grandchild.

Private services were arranged by
the Smith-McCracken Funeral Home
in Newton.

April 13, 2000

Ann Wojcik De Lazaro, 91, a
former Westfield resident, died on
Tuesday, April 4, in the Cranford
Health and Extended Care Center.

Born in Elizabeth, she had lived in
the city’s Elmora section for most of
her life. She later relocated to
Westfield and moved to Cranford
five years ago.

Mrs. De Lazaro had been employed
for 40 years with the Van Ness Cor-
poration in Newark and Spring Lake,
beginning as a bookkeeper during
the Depression.

She managed the real estate
company’s sales and development
program, which was responsible for
building numerous homes in
Bricktown and Monmouth and Ocean
Counties between 1940 and 1975.

Mrs. De Lazaro was hired at age

66 by the owner of Paul’s American
Tire Exchange in Springfield, where
for the next 15 years she assisted in
arranging the acquisition and financ-
ing of several parcels along Route
22.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 55 years, Joseph De Lazaro,
in 1980, and by her sons, Robert D.
De Lazaro in 1998 and S. Walter
“Buddy” De Lazaro in 1999.

Surviving are two brothers, Walter
Wojcik of Caguas, Puerto Rico and
Emil Wojcik of Iselin, and four grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, April 8, in St.
Genevieve’s Roman Catholic Church
in Elizabeth. Interment took place at
St. Gertrude’s Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Center for Hope Hos-
pice, 176 Hussa Street, Linden,
07036.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue in Cranford.

April 13, 2000

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR:   KILLAM ASSOCI-
ATES, 27 Bleeker Street, Millburn, New
Jersey  07041.

NATURE OF SERVICE:   Services as a
professional engineering firm during 2000
to perform a water course evaluation study.

DURATION:   Until completion of the above
matter.

AMOUNT:   $22,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – The Times, Fee: $ 16.83

Nicholas Mortarulo, 74, Honored Veteran;
Water Company Supervisor for 40 Years

Mabel I. Hess, 80
Mabel I. Hess, 80, of the Leisure

Village West section of Manchester
Township died on Friday, April 7, in
Community Medical Center in Toms
River.

Born in Kenilworth, she had lived
in Westfield before moving to
Manchester Township in 1985.

Surviving are her husband of 53
years, William George Hess; two
sons, George Hess and Robert Page;
two sisters, Laura Parkinson and
Margaret Wesighan, and five grand-
children.

Private services were arranged by
the Anderson and Campbell Funeral
Home in Lakehurst.

April 13, 2000

Angie C. Hall
Angie C. Ferrara Hall of Fanwood

died on Saturday, April 8, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Scotch Plains, she lived in
Fanwood for the past 47 years.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, K. Borden Hall, in 1985.

Surviving are two brothers, Philip
R. Ferrara of Scotch Plains and Paul
F. Ferrara of Wells, Me., and five
sisters, Lucy DeFrancesco of Scotch
Plains, Clara Ferrara, Jo Beaty and
Jean Waldron, all of Flagler Beach,
Fla., and Laura Shockey of Dayton,
Va.

A Mass was offered yesterday,
Wednesday, April 12, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at Hillside Cemetery
in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue
Squad, Inc., care of Robert Kruthers,
Treasurer, 218 Forest Road,
Fanwood, 07023.

April 13, 2000

Nicholas A. Mortarulo, 74, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, April
4, at home.

Born in Summit, he moved to
Scotch Plains in 1950.

Mr. Mortarulo had been a supervi-
sor for the New Jersey American
Water Company in Short Hills for 40
years before retiring in 1991.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he was awarded a
Purple Heart and two battle stars. He
was a member of the National 4th
Infantry Division Association, Vet-
erans of the 4th Infantry Division
New York, New Jersey Chapter and a
member of Military Order of the
Purple Heart, Cranford Chapter.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Joan Pampel Mortarulo, in March of
1995.

Surviving are four sons, Anthony
Mortarulo, Nicholas W. Mortarulo,
James Mortarulo and Robert
Mortarulo; four daughters, Jean
Foley, Mary Beth Becker, Anne Marie
Mortarulo and Patricia Diskin; two
brothers, Michael Mortarulo and
Mario Mortarulo; two sisters,
Antoinette Mortarulo and Mary
Zeiss, and nine grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, April 8, at the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains, followed by
a Mass at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Haven Hospice, JFK
Medical Center, 65 James Street, P.
O. Box 3059, Edison, 08818.

April 13, 2000

Gilbert R. Bohlin, 71, Worked for RCA;
Veteran and Controller for Magazine

Louise M. Denitzio, 81
Louise M. Denitzio, 81, a lifelong

resident of Scotch Plains, died on Sun-
day, April 9, at the Greenbrook Manor
Nursing Home in Green Brook.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, William J. Denitzio, in 1991.

Surviving are a son, William Denitzio
of Piscataway; a daughter, Mary Anne
Powers of Fanwood; a brother, An-
thony Verdic of Scotch Plains; a sister,
Minnie Macarelli of Scotch Plains, and
two grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, April 12, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment followed
at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, P. O.
Box 325, Scotch Plains, 07076.

April 13, 2000

Mary Wood Hans, 91
Mary Wood Hans, 91, of Westfield

died on Tuesday, March 21, in the
Snow Valley Nursing Home in Lisle,
Ill.

Born in Philadelphia on July 16,
1908, she had lived in Westfield for
more than 35 years and also resided in
Jamesburg prior to moving to Illinois.

Mrs. Hans had been employed as a
teacher at Abraham Clark Elementary
School in Clark prior to her retirement.

While living in Westfield, she was
active with Community Concerts and
the Musical Club and was a member of
the First United Methodist Church.

Surviving are her husband, Charles
Hans of Lisle; two sons, Daniel Hans
of Bartlett, Ill. and George Hans of
Carrollton, Tex.; a daughter, Elizabeth
Hans-Flanagan of Thornhill, Ontario,
Canada; two grandchildren and a great-
granddaughter.

Interment will take place in Wind
Gap, Pa. at a later date.

April 13, 2000

Gilbert R. Bohlin, 71, of Lancaster,
Pa. died on Sunday, April 9, at
Lancaster General Hospital.

Born in Brooklyn, the son of Wil-
liam O. and Hope Ferguson Bohlin,
he had lived in Lancaster and in
Westfield from 1969 to 1995. He
returned to Lancaster after his retire-
ment in 1995.

Mr. Bohlin had been employed
with the RCA Corporation from 1956
to 1987, both in Lancaster and in
New York City. He retired from the
company in 1987 as Director, Finan-
cial Analysis, Corporate Staff.

He was also associated with Conde
Nast Publications in New York City,
serving as Controller of Details maga-
zine from 1988 to 1991.

Mr. Bohlin graduated from
Manheim Township High School in
1946 and from Franklin & Marshall
College in Lancaster, Pa. in 1950. He
was a brother in the Phi Sigma Kappa
Fraternity.

He served in the United States Air
Force during the Korean Conflict,
during which time he was stationed
in London, England.

He was an active member of the
Lancaster Northeast Rotary until last
year.

Surviving are his wife, Lois T.
Bohlin, with whom he would have
celebrated his 50th wedding anni-
versary in September; four daugh-
ters, Elaine Sullivan of Rockwall,

Tex., LeAnn Hopper of New York
City, Diana Mahoney of Orlando,
Fla. and Barbara Rummel of
Newtown, Pa.; a brother, William F.
Bohlin of Garden City, N. Y., and
eight grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
tomorrow, Friday, April 14, at 11
a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church,
140 East Orange Street in Lancaster,
Pa. A gathering will immediately
follow the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to Hospice
of Lancaster County, 685 Good Drive,
P. O. Box 4125, Lancaster, Pa. 17604-
4125.

Arrangements are being handled
by the Kearney A. Snyder Funeral
Home in Lancaster.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield
Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., Fred H. Gray, Jr. Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Why should you plan
your own funeral?

Forethought® funeral planning:

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought funeral
planning is funded through
policies from Forethought
Life Insurance Company

• Relieves your family of emotional burden
• Expresses your own wishes in your plans
• Protects funeral costs from inflation
• Makes it easier for those you love

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

• FRED H. GRAY, JR. •WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  DAVID J. CRABIEL

Call for details today ...
while you’re thinking about it.

presents

Sunset Dinners
$10.95 per person

899 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside •908-317-0073

All Night Monday & Tuesday

4-6pm Wednesday & Thursday

PLUS Nightly Specials

BBBBBaJaaJaaJaaJaaJa

GrillGrillGrillGrillGrill

TTTTThehehehehe

Albert Siegel, 79
Albert Siegel, 79, of Lakewood died

on Saturday, April 8, at home.
Born in the Bronx, he had lived in

Westfield before relocating to Lake-
wood.

Mr. Siegel had been a purchasing
manager for CBS in Newark for 10
years before retiring in 1988.

He served in the United States Army
during World War II and was a member
of the Jewish War Veterans and its Club
Shalom.

Mr. Siegel was a member of the
Showtimers of Lions Head Woods and
the Juvenile Conference Committee of
Lakewood. He was also a tutor and
mentor at the Oak Street School in
Lakewood and for Pupils of Assisted
Learning at Lakewood High School.

Surviving are his wife, Selma Z.
Siegel; two sons, Fred F. Siegel and
Michael P. Siegel; a brother, Irving
Siegel; six grandchildren and a great-
grandchild.

Services were held on Tuesday, April
11, at Temple Beth Am in Lakewood.

Arrangements were handled by the
Belkoff Goldstein Funeral Chapel in
Lakewood.

April 13, 2000

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE , that on Monday, April 24,

2000 at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Planning Board of the
Town of Westfield seeking preliminary and
final major site plan and conditional use
approval to remove a portion of an existing
building and cinder block manufacturing
equipment and construct a building addition
for lumber storage owned by Norman Sevell
shown on the tax maps of the Town of
Westfield as Block No. 3305, Lot No. 5,
located at 628-710 North Avenue, Westfield,
and for variance for off-street parking and
approval of preexisting nonconforming set-
back and for such other variances and relief
as the Planning Board may determine is
required. All documents pertaining to the
above matter are filed and available for pub-
lic inspection at the office of the Planning
Board Secretary, Monday through Friday,
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m.

Norman Sevell
c/o Sevell’s Auto Body
320 Windsor Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
1 T – The Leader, Fee: $26.52
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Willow Grove Church Posts
Schedule for Holy Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains will hold several different
worship services to commemorate
Holy Week this year, beginning with
Palm Sunday, April 16, at 10:30 a.m.

All are invited to attend, including
interested individuals who may not
presently be affiliated with a particu-
lar church.

On Palm Sunday, the Sunday
School and Chancel Choir will reen-
act Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem.
Led by Choir Director Richard Ney,
the Chancel Choir will sing “Ho-
sanna to the Living Lord!”, accom-
panied by organist Marilyn Thorne.

Mr. Hetzel will use his cartoon
drawings to illustrate the morning
theme for children in attendance and
will preach on the topic, “The Inno-
cents Proclaim the Truth!”

Upon entering the sanctuary, ev-
eryone will receive an annotated
church bulletin. They will also re-
ceive a palm frond as a remembrance.

Following the service, all are in-
vited to stay for an informal, old-
fashioned Ice Cream Social to be
held downstairs in the church’s Ryno
Hall.

On April 20 at 6:30 p.m., Willow
Grove will hold a Maundy Thursday
traditional Jewish Passover Meal in-
terpreted and translated into a Chris-
tian Seder. This will be a full, sit-
down meal filled with fun, fellow-
ship and worship. Families are en-
couraged to participate together and
guests are welcome.

Reservations through the church
office will be necessary in order to
properly prepare the meal and may
be made by calling (908) 232-5678.

Good Friday, April 21, will be
observed with a service of medita-
tion and reflection at 8 p.m. The

Chancel Choir will lead the service
through special scriptural offerings.
Pastor Hetzel will present reflec-
tions on Jesus’ last words from the
cross. The Easter morning service
program was scheduled to be an-
nounced shortly.

Willow Grove Church is located at
1961 Raritan Road, across from the
Southside Firehouse. Nursery and
child care is available and the facili-
ties are entirely handicapped acces-
sible.

For further information about
“Bring A Friend Sunday” on April 16
or any other services, please call the
church at (908) 232-5678 during
daytime hours.

Navigating Traffic Circles
Teaches Us About Change

By REV. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

I learned to navigate traffic circles
one summer when on vacation in
England. It soon became automatic
to wait for an opening to ease into the
outer edge of the circle, then move
gradually toward the center if you
were going around very far, and back
to the outer edge when I was ready to
exit. It was certainly no more awk-
ward than driving on the left-hand
side of the road.

It did not surprise me when I moved
to Union County 10 years ago that
the traffic circles at Central Avenue
in Clark and on W. R. Tracy Drive in
the Watchung Reservation were laid
out like those in England. But,
Westfield’s traffic circle always in-
timidated me. You got on it, and at
every merge point, had to wait for
others to get on it ahead of you.
“Crazy!”, I thought.

Then one day, the powers-that-be
reversed the yield pattern. Now the
Westfield Circle conforms to the
generally-accepted protocol of traf-
fic circles everywhere. I was relieved.
But I was in the minority. Most folks
were furious! For days and weeks
after the change, collisions were
barely avoided, motorists honked and
cursed at one another and the traffic
cops trying to direct the drivers were
pushed to the limit. What happened?

I think there are several different
reasons for the negative reaction,
and each of them yields (pun in-
tended) a lesson for life.

Navigating traffic patterns is diffi-
cult if you resist change. Sure, change
is uncomfortable, even disconcert-
ing, but it’s natural. If a living organ-
ism is not changing, there is some-
thing wrong with it.

Navigating traffic patterns is diffi-
cult if you don’t pay attention to

signs. No matter how many times
you’ve come this way before, open
your eyes and look. Be observant.
You might see something different
or be touched in a new way. You
might notice that things have changed
and you need to change in response.

Navigating traffic patterns is diffi-
cult if you are just plain pushy and
the resentment of people you cut off
doesn’t phase you. This may get you
through the circle first, but if you
don’t crash, you’ll soon be so distant
from others that you’ll be on the road
all alone.

You can only push an analogy so
far. Life, after all, is much more than
a drive down public roads. What the
“navigating traffic patterns” lessons
mean to the deeper spiritual life are
far more serious.

The spiritual life, at least in the
Christian form with which I am fa-
miliar, requires being willing to
change, taking time for reflection
and denying self-interest. I invite
you this season to steer your life into
a spiritual circle that moves care-
fully toward the center. Stay there a
while, flexible, observant, and
thoughtful. It might do wonders for
your driving, or for your life.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *
The Reverend Dr. Dee Dee

Turlington has been the Minister of
Christian Education and Evange-
lism at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield since 1991. She is a former
President of the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium Associ-
ates.

By REV. KEVIN M. BRENNAN

What defines you as a person? You
might tell me about a job you have,
or some of the things you own, or
where you were born. Perhaps you
will mention that you are married or
single, or about your family. But is
the essence of an individual identi-
fied with an occupation, marital sta-
tus, or place of origin?

As the sun was setting on the scene
of the crucifixion, a man stood in the
shadows wondering about his iden-
tity. He was a member of the
Sanhedrin. They were the ruling el-
ders of Jerusalem. This man had
been intrigued by Jesus, stirred by
His teaching. On the outside his life
looked great. But at this moment he
is asking himself, “Who am I, re-
ally?”

The Sanhedrin had to convince
Pilate to hasten the death of Jesus,
and those crucified with Him, since
it would be forbidden by the Law to
have a crucified man exposed on a
cross during the Sabbath. Especially
this Sabbath, since it also happened
to be the Passover. Pilate agrees and
they are happy. I would imagine they
did not leave Pilate’s side until the
soldier returned assuring them their
request had been granted.

The bystander in the shadows
flinches with each crack of the club
against the legs of those crucified
that day. His name is Joseph of
Arimathea. He is described in the

Bible as “a disciple, but a secret one,
for fear of the Jews.”

Why a secret disciple? If he admit-
ted to believing in Jesus he would
lose his position on the Sanhedrin, he
would be kicked out of the syna-
gogue, he would no longer be con-
sidered a Jew. Everything he had
worked for all his life would be lost.
All that he was, all that he stood for,
all that he lived for would be lost. But
who exactly was he?

From the shadows Joseph contem-
plates the scene before him. Sud-
denly it hits him…there is no one to
claim Jesus’ body, no one to offer
Him a proper burial. No one to step
forward to honor him.

This is the hidden tragedy behind
Palm Sunday. Five days before the
crucifixion, the throngs claimed Jesus
as their own, blessed Him and hon-
ored Him by taking branches from the
palm trees to shade Him. They laid
their garments on the road before
Him. Where are they now? Isn’t there
anyone to take Him from the tree, or
to simply cover Him with a garment?
Just the night before, 12 disciples
were arguing before their meal which
of them was the greatest follower of
Jesus…Where are they now?

This was Joseph’s defining mo-
ment. His destiny hung in the bal-
ances. What would he do? Whatever
he did would forever define who he
was. Joseph made the decision that
would forever change his life.

As he walked into Pilate’s praeto-
rium court, he was losing his life.
Pilate and the members of the
Sanhedrin who had requested that
Jesus and the others be killed and
their bodies disposed of were there
awaiting the return of the centurion
with news of a job completed.

But the footsteps they heard ap-
proaching the court were not those of
the centurion. What a look of shocked
disbelief must have come across the
faces of the Sanhedrin as they saw
Joseph, one of their own, enter. Then
they heard him say, “I’m here to
claim the body of Jesus!”

Although stunned by his request,
it was nevertheless granted. Joseph
stepped out of the shadows and up to
the cross. He pried away each nail as
the dead body of Jesus slowly fell
across Joseph’s shoulder. Joseph low-
ered him gently, washed away the
dust, the spittle, the blood, and looked
into that face.

Joseph had listened to Jesus, won-
dered at the words that fell from His
lips, but always at a distance. He
never touched the Master, never of-
fered Him anything but his ambiva-
lence, his indecision.

What he must have felt at this
moment as he held Him, as he washed
Him, as he loved Him. What a sense
of privilege, devotion and love. It
was pure. He looked for no reward or
acknowledgment. He knew Jesus
could do nothing for him in return.

Joseph had given up all to hold in
his hands the body of Jesus, and his
only regret is that he hadn’t done it
sooner, because for the first time in
his life he truly knew who he was.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Kevin M Brennan is Pas-

tor of the Evangel Church, 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Reverend Labriola to Present
Chalk Program at Church

A Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

Man of Privilege Discovered
His Identity at The Cross

Visit

The Christian Science Reading Room
116 Quimby Street, Westfield, 232-3226

or ask for it at your local book store

Learn more about the Science of the
Christ and healing through God’s laws

of Life, Truth and Love.

with key to the scriptures

Willow Grove
Presbyterian

 Church 1961 Raritan Road • Scotch Plains

(908) 232-5678

Join us for the celebration of Holy Week
April 16 � Palm Sunday � Claiming the Throne

 April 23 � Easter Sunday � Claiming the Victory
 Pastor Ken Hetzel will be preaching at 10:30am

Palm Sunday is�Invite A Friend� Sunday
Ice Cream Social follows worship. The community is invited.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Announces Services
During Holy Week

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood,
has announced its schedule for Holy
Week leading up to the celebration
of Easter.

Morning prayers will be held at 7
a.m. on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, April 17, 18 and 19. On
Maundy Thursday, April 20, wor-
ship and Communion will be offered
at 7:30 p.m. Worship on Good Fri-
day, April 21, will also begin at 7:30
p.m.

On Easter Sunday, April 23, Wor-
ship in the Garden will take place at
7 a.m. and Worship in the Sanctuary
will be held at 10 a.m.

The church is wheelchair acces-
sible. Child care is provided. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

Baptism Celebration Planned
At Sunday Worship Service

First United Methodist
Lists Holy Week Events

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield, has an-
nounced its schedule of activities for
Holy Week. Members of the com-
munity are invited to attend.

On Maundy Thursday, April 20, a
Symbolic Meal will be served at 7
p.m., at which time the significance
of events surrounding Christ’s Last
Supper will be remembered and re-
enacted.

Afterwards, participants will
gather with other members of the
congregation for an 8 p.m. service
with appropriate readings and mu-
sic.

On Good Friday, April 21, there
will be a vigil in the Sanctuary from
noon until 3 p.m., with appropriate
readings every half hour.

On Easter Sunday, April 23, wor-
ship services will be held at 9 and 11
a.m. A special Easter offering will be
designated for the support and min-
istry of church-sponsored missionar-
ies. A continental breakfast will be
served at 9:45 a.m.

For further information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-4211.

HADASSAH LEADER…Carol Thau of Berkeley Heights, President of West-
field Hadassah, left, joins guest speaker Lonye Rasch of Millburn during a
recent Hadassah meeting at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. Ms. Rasch, who
serves as an organization Vice President of the Northern New Jersey Region of
Hadassah, is incoming President of the group. She spoke about “The Reader,”
an international bestseller by Berntlard Schlink, and led a discussion on
Germany’s youth and their feelings about the Holocaust.

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of
Holy Week activities, the Reverend
Matthew V. Labriola, a chalk artist,
will present a program entitled
“Gethsemane: With Jesus In The
Garden” this Sunday, April 16, at 7
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church.

During the program, Reverend
Labriola will create a large painting
with pastel chalk and special lights,
accompanied by Gospel readings and
music. There is no admission charge
to this program.

Prior to entering the ministry, Rev-
erend Labriola was a commercial
artist who worked for an advertising
agency in New York City.

Since entering the ministry he has
developed a series of programs called

“preaching with paint,” or “Devo-
tional Evangelism,” involving the
portrayal of spiritual themes through
art.

A United Methodist Pastor, Rever-
end Labriola has served parishes in
the tri-state area and is the author of
“The Prophet Meets Madison Av-
enue,” a collection of plays.

WESTFIELD — A celebration of
baptism will take place during the 10:30
a.m. worship service this Sunday, April
16, at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Three adults and five young people
will be baptized during the service.
The adults include Donna Keen of
Fanwood, David Housel of South
Plainfield and William Mahr of
Cranford.

The five young people, including
Faith Barton and Allison Johnson of
Westfield, Deirdre Clark of Plainfield,
Jesse Page of Dunellen and Donnie
Turlington of Summit, have completed
membership classes on the meaning of

baptism and the responsibilities of be-
ing a church member.

The Maundy Thursday service, to
take place on April 20 at 7:30 p.m., will
consist of an intimate Lord’s supper
around the Communion table, followed
by a recitation of Jesus’ last days from
the 14th and 15th chapters of the Gos-
pel of Mark by Paula Thigpen of New
York City.

On Good Friday, April 21, Minister
of Music William Mathews and Minis-
ter of Christian Education and Evange-
lism, Dr. Dee Dee Turlington, will of-
fer a silent service of meditation and
music beginning at 1 p.m. Organ music
of a classical nature and hymns will be
accompanied by slides of Renaissance
art.

All services are open to the public.
For more information, please call (908)
233-2278.

WELCOME…The Reverend Jane Rockman was installed as Rector of All
Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains  during a service on March 26. She
is pictured with the Reverend Bruce Montgomery, who is Rector of St. Martin’s
Episcopal Church in Bridgewater and Dean of the Watchung Convocation.

All Saint’s Episcopal Church
Installs Rockman as Rector
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Reverend

Jane Rockman was installed as Rector
of All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch
Plains on March 26.

The Reverend Bruce Montgomery,
Rector, St. Marten’s Bridgewater, and
Dean of the Watchung Convocation
officiated over the ceremony. The Rev-
erend Donald R. Goodness, Retired
Rector, The Church of the Ascension
in Manhattan, presented the sermon.

The Reverend Ian Montgomery,
Curate, St. Georges’ by the River in
Rumson, read the Gospel.

Scott Triola of Westfield was Master
of Ceremonies for the service. Mem-
bers of the parish presented religious
symbols to welcome the new rector.

The Reverend Jane Rockman comes

to All Saint’s having served as Curate
and Interim Priest at The Church of the
Ascension in Manhattan. Following a
career in journalism, Reverend
Rockman was ordained into the priest-
hood in November 1987 in the diocese
of New York.

She graduated from Smith College
with a bachelor of arts degree. Reverend
Rockman also holds a Master of Arts
Degree in History from and New York
University, and received her Masters of
Divinity at Union Theological Seminary.

Reverend Rockman has relocated
from New York to Scotch Plains.

All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue. For more information,
please call the Church Office at (908)
322-8047.

Scotch Plains Baptist
To Hold Easter Party
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Baptist Church will host a
children’s Easter Party on Saturday,
April 22, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Chil-
dren three years old through second
grade are invited to participate.

Featured activities will include
games, crafts, an egg hunt, snack and
the telling of the Easter story. There is
no charge for the event but children are
urged to bring two, plain, hard-boiled
eggs to dye. Parents are encouraged to
attend with their youngsters.

The party is open to families of the
church, the community and the Scotch
Plains Baptist Christian Nursery School.

Scotch Plains Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 333 Park Avenue. For more
information, please call (908) 322-5487.

Catholic Golden Age
To Meet on April 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Chapter of Catholic Golden Age will
hold its monthly meeting on Sunday,
April 16, at 1:30 p.m. at Nelligan Hall at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church on Westfield Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Attendees are asked to
enter on the rectory side of the building.

Guest speaker Mary Alice Smith from
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth will discuss “Caring for the
Homeless and Those in Need.”

Refreshments will be served and guests
are welcome. Chapter members are also
urged to bring contributions for the Food
Bank.

“Irish Step Dancing” will be featured at
the chapter’s meeting on Sunday, May 21.

Good News

Psalm: 134 The Gospel

Behold, bless ye the Lord all ye servants of the Lord,
which by night stand in the house of the Lord.

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and bless the Lord.

The Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee out of
Zion.

April 20, Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. – Symbolic Meal
8:00 p.m. – Service of Tenebrae

April 21, Good Friday
Noon – 3:00 p.m. Vigil

Appropriate Reading Every ½ Hour

April 23, Easter Sunday
 9:00 a.m. –   Seekers Service
11:00 a.m. – Celebrate Christ

     Resurrection

One East Broad Street • Westfield
(across from monument)


