
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, April 6, 2000 Page 21

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment
On The Beat

Winds, Piano and Voice Concert
Organized by Musical Club

WESTFIELD – The April concert
of the Musical Club of Westfield will be
held on Wednesday, April 12, at 1 p.m.
in the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.

Pianist Edith Anderson will perform
“Partita No. 1” by Bach and the “Pre-
lude in C# Minor” by Rachmaninoff.
Ms. Anderson is a piano teacher in
Piscataway.

Clarinetist George Toenes will play
“Pièce En Forme de Habanera” by
Ravel and “Finale” from “Sonate” by

Cabaret Scheduled
At Governor Livingston

Wednesday, April 12
BERKELEY HEIGHTS –

The Governor Livingston Hill-
top Players will host a Caba-
ret on Wednesday, April 12, at
7 p.m. at Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley
Heights.

The school’s cafeteria will
be transformed into a 1920s
nightclub atmosphere with
familiar characters acting as
waiters and waitresses, serv-
ing dessert and coffee.

Tickets are $10, including
dessert, beverage, and the
show.

Tables of six will be avail-
able for parties wishing to sit
together. For tickets or fur-
ther information, please call
Dawn at (908) 654-1046.

Westfield Summer Workshop
Brochure Currently Available

SUMMER PRODUCTION…The Westfield Summer Workshop presented
The Creature Creeps during the summer of 1998.

WESTFIELD – Brochures for The
Westfield Summer Workshop, a
division of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts, have been mailed
to homes in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside
and Cranford.

The brochures contain course
descriptions and registration ma-
terials.

The Westfield Summer Work-
shop program is open to all New
Jersey students from pre-school
through ninth grade. Interested
residents in other communities may
obtain a brochure by calling (908)
518-1551.

The five-week arts program will
commence on Monday, June 26,
and end on Friday, July 28, with
courses held daily from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Full day programs
are also available in conjunction

with the Westfield Y.
This year’s summer campus will

be at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield. The pre-school
and kindergarten programs will
be located at Redeemer Lutheran
School.

Registrations will be accepted
via the mail and will be processed
in the order in which they are
received. Since class size is pre-
determined to allow for individual
attention, spaces can fill up quickly.
Early registration is recommended.

Paul Ladmirault, accompanied by
Louise Andrews on piano.

Mr. Toenes is the first clarninetist of
the Union Symphony, concert master
and soloist with the 70-piece Westfield
Municipal Concert Band, and has
played with the orchestra of the Cho-
ral Arts Society and Oratorio Society.
He has also substituted in the New
Jersey Symphony.

Ms. Andrews accompanies many
performers, as well as being a soloist.

Mezzo-soprano Drude Sparre
Roessler will sing “Two Italian Arias”
by Aldovrandini, accompanied by flutist
Clarissa Nolde. They will also be joined
by flutist Jenny Cline, and all three will
perform Bach’s “O Ewiges Feuer”
from “Cantata No. 34.”

They will be accompanied on by
pianist Marie-Daniele Mercier. Mrs.
Roessler is a soloist at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield and has penned and con-
ducted many musicals.

Ms. Nolde teaches flute privately.
Ms. Cline instructs flute at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts in
Westfield and Ms. Mercier is an organ
soloist and accompaniest on piano.

Mr. Toenes, Ms. Cline and Ms.
Andrews will conclude the program
as equal soloists in Saint-Saëns “Taran-
tella, Opus No. 6” for clarinet, flute and
piano.

The Program Chairwoman is Ms.
Nolde and Ms. Cline is Hospitality
Chairwoman.

Program of Opera Arias
Planned at Mid-Day Musicales

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, has announced the last
of their Lenten Mid-Day Musicales
series of free, half-hour concerts to
be held on Wednesday, April 12, at
noon, with a program of opera arias
by coloratura soprano Sarah Arneson
and pianist George Kern.

Sarah Arneson’s career has taken
her from her native Nebraska to the
opera stages of America and Eu-
rope, where she has received high

acclaim for her vocal abilities and
stage presence.

Her 1991 Munich performance of
Mozart’s “Queen of the Night” was
hailed as “the operatic event of the
year” by the Suddeutsche Zeitung.
Dr. Arneson has performed leading
roles in Dresden, Frankfurt, Stuttgart,
Dusseldorf, Cologne, and
Strassbourg, and with the Munich
State Opera and Vienna State Op-
era. She has sung with orchestras in
Europe and the United States, and
appeared in Washington’s Kennedy
Center.

Dr. Arneson premiered William
Bolcom’s “Songs of William Blake in
New York and Chicago;” in Europe
she premiered works of Liberda and
Henze. She has recorded with
Deutsche Grammophone, per-
formed on National Educational
Television, for New York’s WNYC
and Vienna’s ORF.

Dr. Arneson holds degrees from
the University of Nebraska, Univer-
sity of Western Michigan University,
and the University of Michigan. For-
merly a faculty member of the
Hochschule für Musik, Mozarteum,
in Salzburg, Dr. Arneson now teaches
at Boston University.

Her husband, George Kern, a
New Jersey native, is a Professor of
Piano at the Mozarteum. He was a
student of Rosina Lhevinne at the
Juilliard School, where he received
Bachelor of Music and Master of
Music degrees. After further studies
with Kurt Neumüller at the
Mozarteum in Salzburg, he was
awarded an Artist Diploma as well
as the Paumgartner Medal “for inter-
pretation of the works of Mozart”.
Since 1975 he has been on the
faculty of the Mozarteum.

Mr. Kern has performed as soloist
with various chamber music en-
sembles in the United States, Canada,
Central America, and throughout
Europe. As pianist for the Trio
Amadé/Salzburg, he has toured the
Far East and recently played the
European premiere of the Debussy
Trio in Paris for Radio France.

He has performed in many Euro-
pean music festivals, and given mas-
ter classes in solo and chamber
music in the U.S., France, and Ko-
rea.

Following the concert, a soup
and sandwich luncheon is available
in the church social hall for $4.50.
Parents are encouraged not to bring
children under the age of five to
these concerts.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, through a
grant administered by the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Glee Club Sings New Piece
With Composer Matthew Sklar

Matthew Sklar

WESTFIELD — At the 75th Anni-
versary Spring Concerts on Satur-
day, April 29, and Sunday, April 30,
the Westfield Glee Club will sing first
performances of “Gaudeamus
Hodie/Dona Nobis Pacem”, the
newly composed music by Matthew
Sklar.

The commission was funded by a
HEART Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders administered by the Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

Mr. Sklar, a Westfield resi-
dent, was an active music stu-
dent including compositions
used by school chorus groups
beginning in the ninth grade at
Edison Intermediate School and
on through Westfield High
School.

His school musical participa-
tion included composing, di-
recting, instrumental, and vo-
cal. Two of his local area piano
teachers were Fred Fischer and
Sondra Tammam, well known
performers and teachers. Mr.
Sklar was the student musician
winner of the Westfield Glee
Club Scholarship in 1991.

Mr. Sklar has the distinction
of having been the youngest
conductor ever on Broadway,
conducting the Les Miserables or-
chestra at the age of 21. He also
conducted the Broadway produc-
tions of Titanic and Miss Saigon. He
has been a pianist for the Broadway
productions of Putting It Together,
Annie Get Your Gun, and On The
Town, along with workshops, read-
ings of “The Sweet Smell of Suc-
cess,” “Parade,” and Disney’s “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame.”

With Chad Beguelin as lyricist,

Matthew composed the music for
Wicked City, which was recently
produced at the American Stage
Company, the film Hudson River
Blues, and music for Varese
Sarabande’s Broadway Bound.

He is a recipient of the 2000
Jonathan Larson Performing Arts
Foundation Award and was selected

as one of the year’s “50 Creatives to
Watch” by Variety magazine.

In addition to the new choral
work, Mr. Sklar has arranged the
traditional folk song “hinai Ma Tov.”

The Spring Concerts will also fea-
ture the 2000 Glee Club Scholarship
Winner, Meryl Bezrutczyk, soprano,
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

For additional information, please
call Dale Juntilla (908) 232-0673.

State Opera Guild to Star
French Chef at Workshop

DELICIOUS DEMONSTRATION…Rod Marino, sous-chef and director of
catering at Aquila Cucina Italia in New Providence demonstrated several
Italian style dishes at a recent cooking class held by the New Jersey State
Opera Guild in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
State Opera Guild will continue its
exploration of cuisine from around
the world in the spring series of
cooking workshops. The next class
on Tuesday, April 11, will be taught
by proprietor/chef Sami el Sawi of
Le Rendez-Vous Bistro in Kenilworth.

Chef Sami will demonstrate sev-
eral dishes in the French Mediterra-
nean style featured at his restaurant.
This will mark his second culinary
performance with the New Jersey
State Opera Guild.

The classes are held in the kitchen
of a private home in Westfield, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. and ending at
approximately 2 p.m. Reservations
are $40 per person and include a
tasting of the dishes prepared in
class. Proceeds benefit the New Jer-
sey State Opera Guild.

For more information, please call
Rosemary Bisio at (908) 233-1552.

The next scheduled production
will be “Tosca,” featuring two per-

formances at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in Newark on
Friday, June 9, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, June 11, at 3 p.m. For more
information, please call (973) 623-
5775.

Please send all A&E
Press Releases to:
michelle@goleader.com
by 4 p.m. on Fridays for
        consideration.

Virginia Wesleyan
Singers to Join

Church Concert
WESTFIELD – The Virginia

Wesleyan College Singers will serve as
guest choir during the Sunday morning
worship service at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield on April 9.

Following the service, they will
perform excerpts from their tour pro-
gram including madrigals, spirituals,
jazz and lighter pieces. The chorus is
visiting the Northeast as part of their
annual spring tour.

Admission is free, but an offering
will be taken to assist the travel ex-
penses of the group. For reservations
or further information, please call the
church at (908) 233-4211.

�Beat the Brass�
Concert Planned

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
in Scotch Plains will host a concert,
“Beat the Brass – Part II” on Thursday,
April 13, at 10 a.m. in the school
auditorium.

The concert will feature the Solid
Brass Quintet, an acclaimed, profes-
sional brass and percussion ensemble,
in a one-hour performance. Music
from Ragtime to Renaissance periods
will be highlighted.

As part of its outreach program to
the community through the Scotch
Plains Senior Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee, the school extends an invita-
tion to senior citizens of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood for the concert. Admis-
sion is free and light refreshments will
be served.

Funds Available for Non-Profits,
Artists and Historians in County
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
local non-profit organizations, indi-
vidual artists and scholars to apply
for funding from the Union County
HEART (History, Education Arts
Reaching Thousands) Grant Program.

The Freeholder Board, recogniz-
ing the importance of culture and
the arts, established the HEART Grant
Program in 1998. This program sup-
ports projects related to history, the
arts and the humanities, and demon-
strates a commitment to the organi-
zations and artists of Union County.

The HEART Grant Program has
five different submission dates
throughout the year. Applications
are reviewed bimonthly. The next
deadline for submission is Thursday,
April 20. Applicants are urged to
submit a draft by Monday, April 10.

To request a HEART Grant appli-
cation and guidelines, please con-
tact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633

Pearl Street, Elizabeth, 07202 or call
(9080 558-2550. Relay users may call
(800) 852-7899.

YFCS Seeks Sponsors
For Spring Concert
WESTFIELD – Youth and Family

Counseling Service (YFCS) will present
its Annual Spring Concert on Satur-
day, May 20, and is now seeking
sponsors to help underwrite the event.
The concert will feature the Orchestra
of St. Peter by the Sea, conducted by
the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson.

This concert will be the only
fundraising event of the YFCS.

The musical program by profes-
sional musicians is similar to an evening
with the Boston Pops. The collection
of tunes from Broadway and films, as
well as traditional favorites, appeals to
a large intergenerational audience each
year.

Proceeds from the concert help to
support counseling of clients who
cannot pay the full cost of treatment.
YFCS, a non-profit agency, has pro-
vided help for over 80 years to resi-
dents of Union County.

Sponsors will be mailed two tickets
to the concert and their names will be
listed with other sponsors in the
evening’s program. To become a spon-
sor, benefactors are asked to mail a
tax-deductible check for $300 to YFCS,
233 Prospect Street, Westfield, 07090.

For more information about YFCS
or the concert, please call (908) 233-
2042.

Smashing Pumpkins Return With Guns
Blazing in Latest  Release, �Machina�

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I have a veritable plethora of CD
and DVD releases to share with
you this week.

“The Smashing Pumpkins” re-
turn to form with “Machina/The
Machines of God” off Virgin
Records. After their previous al-
bum, the disappointing “Adore,” I
was nervous that the band was
running out of steam what with
the departure of bassist D’arcy
and various personal and legal
hassles.

However the band comes back
strong with their new offering.
The mix between aggressive gui-
tar assaults and melodic pop bal-
lads is perfect. Fans of this band
should be excited to hear these
new tunes live.

Another band teetering on me-
diocrity is Oasis. Britain’s current
bad boys have spent the last few
years starting families and clean-
ing up their act and their new
album, “Standing on the Shoulder
of Giants” should alleviate the fear
for their record company, Epic
Records.

Guitarist and lead songwriter
Noel Gallagher has gone back to
the more melodic Brit-Pop sound
and as a result this album marks a
strong return to form.

A band many of you never heard
of but should check out is
“Marillion,” who was and is the
only essential English Progressive
rock band of the early 1980s and
they continue to release great
music.

Sanctuary Records has licensed
their back catalog from EMI and
I suggest you pick them all up as
they offer 24-bit re-mastered
sound along with bonus discs of
unreleased material and demos.
Start out with “Misplaced Child-
hood” and “Clutching At Straws,”
both concept albums which fea-
ture original lead singer Fish.

Then be sure to check out “Afraid
of Sunlight” and “Holidays in Eden”
which feature present lead singer
Steve Hogarth. Other releases in-
clude “Script for A Jester’s Tear”,
and “Fugazi” and “Brave.”

You will not be disappointed as
both incarnations of Marillion fea-
ture stellar lyrical content and in-
strumental prowess.

Definitely pick up Universal
Motown’s recent Stevie Wonder
re-masters, “Talking Book,”
“Innervisions,” “Music of My Mind”
and “Fulfillingness’ First Finale.”

These albums represent some of
the greatest music of the 1970’s in
my opinion as Wonder was on a
musical roll not seen since the
Beatles in terms of consistency.

Other recent CD releases of
merit include Lou Reed’s classic
“Rock N Roll Animal,” from RCA
Records. Recorded in 1973 at New
York’s Academy of Music and fea-
turing Dick Wagner and Steve
Hunter from Alice Cooper’s band
on shimmering dual lead guitar,
this may be one of the greatest
live recordings ever. Essential lis-
tening!

Lastly, check out former Led
Zeppelin bassist John Paul Jones’s
highly creative and enjoyable in-
strumental solo album “Zooma”
on Discipline Global Mobile
Records.

GATHERING TOGETHER…William Higginson and Penny Harter, former
residents of Fanwood and Scotch Plains now living in Santa Fe, N.M.,
read to an audience on March 16 at the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center in Fanwood. Mr. Higginson and Ms. Harter were the featured
readers in the latest reading in the Carriage House Poetry Reading Series,
which is funded in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts
through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs. John McDermott of Cranford, who received hon-
orable mention in the first Fanny Wood Day poetry competition, also
read. For more information on the Poetry Series, please call Series
Director Adele Kenny at (908) 889-7223.

State
       of the Art

Music
The Crossroads in

Garwood will host Bruce Tunkel
and the 16-Ounce Kings tonight;
Dennis Greunling & Sandy Mack
Band on April 7; Victoria Warn
Band on April 8; One Eyed Jack
on April 12; and Opaque on April
13. For more information, please
call (908) 232-5666.

Art

Union County Arts Center
in Rahway will host Three Dog
Night on April 15. For more infor-
mation, please call ahead for tick-
ets at (732) 499-8226.

The Westfield Art Associa-
tion will host its 76th Annual Mem-
bers’ Watercolor, Graphics & Pho-
tography Exhibition in the Westfield
Community Room from April 15-
18. For more details, please call
(908) 232-7058 or (908) 232-3381.

Literature
The Town Book Store in

Westfield will welcome Doris
Lehman, author of “London: On
Season and Off” on April 8 from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. A Book Discus-
sion Group will be presented on
April 11 at 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 233-3535.


